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[ntroduction

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge Pre-U, and to show
how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment
objectives.

Cambridge Pre-U is reported in three bands (Distinction, Merit and Pass) each divided into three grades (D1,
D2, D3; M1, M2, M3; P1, P2, P3).

In this booklet a range of candidate responses has been chosen to illustrate different grades. The examples
selected are at D1, D3 and M1. Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the

strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for both parts of Paper 1 has been adopted:

CPart /1 information)

C Mark scheme )
CSeIected card/topic]

$

Information about each part is followed by an extract from the mark scheme used by examiners.

This, in turn, is followed by the card or topic that the candidate has selected to talk about, each with an
examiner comment on performance. Comments are given to indicate where and why marks were
awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. In this way, it is possible to understand
what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still have to do to improve their grades.
The candidate recording that accompanies each examiner commentary is available to download from
Teacher Support at http://teachers.cie.org.uk

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
http://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Components at a glance

Components at a glance

Weighting
(%)

Component Duration Type of assessment

Speaking C 16 25 Externally assessed oral
minutes

Reading and 2 hours 25 Externally set and marked
Listening 15 minutes written paper

Writing and Usage 2 hgurs 25 Externally set and marked
15 minutes written paper

Topics and Texts 2 hpurs 25 Externally set and marked
30 minutes written paper

This booklet contains examiner comments for a selection of example candidate responses (recordings)
for Paper 1 (Speaking). An Example Candidate Responses booklet for Papers 2, 3 and 4 can be found at
Teacher Support http://teachers.cie.org.uk

Overview of Paper 1

30 marks — overview of article for up to 1 minute, discussion for up to 3 minutes, broadening of the
discussion for up to 4 minutes

30 marks — prepared topic discussion (about 8 minutes)

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus and other teacher support materials are available at
Www.cie.org.uk.
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Part I: Newspaper article and related themes

Part I: Newspaper article and related themes

Discussion of an article and related themes (about 8 minutes)

Twenty minutes before the start of their oral, candidates will choose a newspaper article with a title in
the target language and a general topic heading in English (maximum length 200 words) from a choice of
four. Each article and heading will relate to one of the topic areas in the syllabus. Candidates will present
an overview of the article to the Visiting Examiner for up to one minute. Then, in a discussion with the
Examiner lasting for up to 3 minutes, candidates will put forward their opinions on the text and the issues
arising from it. It is intended that the article will be a springboard for discussion, so a detailed analysis will
not be required. The Examiner will broaden the discussion according to the general heading on the card
(4 minutes). Dictionaries are not allowed. Candidates may make notes during the preparation time and
use these as a prompt during the task. They must not read out prepared material. Mark grids will assess
comprehension and discussion as well as linguistic competence.
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Part I: Newspaper article and related themes

Mark scheme
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Part I: Newspaper article and related themes

Example candidate response — grade D1

Recording: 9780_12_German_ECR_Part1_D1.mp3
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Part I: Newspaper article and related themes

Examiner comment — grade D1
Comprehension and discussion

The candidate gives a brief summary of the text in which a number of the most important points are
mentioned. From the outset, the answers provided are considered and comprehensive. The candidate takes
the initiative, gives pertinent answers to questions and illustrates his points successfully with well-chosen
examples from recent history (e.g. Christian Wulff). The candidate speaks fluently and shows great depth in
his responses.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 14
Range and accuracy

Throughout the test the candidate uses complex linguistic structures, such as subjunctives, passives

and relative clauses, with confidence and ease. The candidate also uses a wide range of topic-specific
vocabulary. Accuracy is a little uneven; while some of the most complex structures are presented without
any grammatical errors, some elementary mistakes do occur. The candidate’'s ambition is, nevertheless,
impressive and he receives a high mark for the large number of accurate and complex linguistic structures
he has produced.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 10
Pronunciation and intonation

In spite of the mispronunciation of some words (e.g. Grenze, autoritar, manipuliert), the candidate’s
pronunciation and intonation are generally very good.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6

Total mark awarded = 27 out of 30

Cambridge Pre-U German Paper 1 Speaking 9780 7



Part I: Newspaper article and related themes

Example candidate response — grade D3

Recording: 9780_12_German_ECR_Part1_D3.mp3
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Part I: Newspaper article and related themes

Examiner comment — grade D3
Comprehension and discussion

The candidate’s summary shows a very good understanding of the text. He expresses the main points
raised in the text in a competent and confident manner. In the subsequent questions on the text, he
conveys his ideas on the topic well, presents sound arguments and clearly shows that he has thought about
the issues raised in the text. He responds in a considered and competent manner to the questions on the
broader topic. There is no undue hesitation during the text discussion.

Mark awarded = 12 out of 14
Range and accuracy

Although the candidate’s accuracy is generally sound, it is also at times uneven, particularly with infinitive
constructions. Complex linguistic structures are attempted, but the range of successfully executed
structures is not sufficiently varied to warrant a mark in the "Very good’ box. The candidate’s vocabulary
is good but there are occasions when he is searching for the right word or he uses a wrong one (beleidigt
instead of schockiert). Nevertheless, none of the errors impair effective coommunication.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 10
Pronunciation and intonation

Some words were mispronounced (e.g. Universitat) and not all sounds were authentically German (e.g. the
letter 'z'). Overall, however, the candidate’s pronunciation and intonation were very good.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6

Total mark awarded = 23 out of 30
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Part I: Newspaper article and related themes

Example candidate response — grade M1

Recording: 9780_12_German_ECR_Part1_M1.mp3

10 Cambridge Pre-U German Paper 1 Speaking 9780



Part I: Newspaper article and related themes

Examiner comment — grade M1
Comprehension and discussion

The summary of the text given by this candidate is rather patchy. Nevertheless, a number of relevant
details are mentioned in answer to questions from the examiner, which shows that the candidate has
generally understood the text. Similarly, the candidate produces competent answers to questions on
the wider topic area. Although the candidate replies fairly fluently to all questions, there is some undue
hesitation. He also struggles to expand on some of his answers and develop the discussion.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 14
Range and accuracy

The candidate generally displays a good level of accuracy. However, there are weaknesses in some

areas, particularly with subject/verb agreements. His use of endings is also inconsistent. Some complex
structures, such as relative clauses, are attempted but, on the whole, the language does not have the kind
of complexity attempted by the best candidates to merit a mark in the ‘Very good’ band. The vocabulary
used is adequate for the task.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 10
Pronunciation and intonation

The candidate has very good pronunciation and intonation, although occasionally some words are
anglicised (Euro, England) or not pronounced very clearly (Zone, férdern).

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6

Total mark awarded = 19 out of 30
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Part II: Prepared oral topic

12

Part Il: Prepared oral topic

Prepared topic discussion (about 8 minutes)

Candidates will research a topic related to the history, current affairs or culture (including art, cinema,
literature and traditions) of an area of the world where the target language is spoken. They will identify 5 to
8 headings within their topic, and submit these to Cambridge two weeks before the oral examination on the
form provided. In the examination, candidates will be allowed to present their research for up to 1 minute
(identifying interesting/contentious points in their topic, and reasons for choosing it) before discussion

of the headings starts. Candidates can bring the headings into the examination to act as a prompt. They
may also bring up to three pieces of visual material. Mark grids will assess knowledge as well as linguistic
competence.

Cambridge Pre-U German Paper 1 Speaking 9780



Part II: Prepared oral topic

Mark scheme
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Part II: Prepared oral topic
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Example candidate response — grade D1
Chosen topic: ,, Todesfuge” — Ein Gedicht von Paul Celan

Recording: 9780_12_German_ECR_Part2_D1.mp3

Examiner comment
Factual knowledge and opinions

This candidate shows a very good understanding of the historical background to the poem. She manages to
give a detailed and convincing interpretation of the images and metaphors, and gives well-argued answers
to all questions. There is excellent convergence of in-depth knowledge and personal engagement with the
topic. All answers are given with great confidence and a high degree of fluency. Only part of the material
prepared by the candidate can be discussed in the allocated time, but it is clear that she would be able to
sustain the conversation at a similarly high level for longer.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 14
Range and accuracy

Throughout the test the candidate uses complex linguistic structures, such as subordinate and relative
clauses, with confidence and ease. The candidate also uses highly accurate and rich topic-specific
vocabulary. The grammatical errors she makes are occasional and minor. This candidate is clearly at ease
with German and is able to use it spontaneously throughout the discussion.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 10
Pronunciation and intonation

Whilst the candidate is not a native speaker, her pronunciation is authentically German and her intonation is
excellent throughout.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 6

Total mark awarded = 30 out of 30
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Part II: Prepared oral topic

Example candidate response — grade D3
Chosen topic: Franz Beckenbauer: , Eine deutsche Ikone”?

Recording: 9780_12_German_ECR_Part2_D3.mp3

Examiner comment
Factual knowledge and opinions

This candidate has prepared his topic well and has very clear views on Franz Beckenbauer. In parts of

the conversation he takes the initiative and shows he has comprehensive knowledge of his subject. He
develops his ideas competently. His opinion that Beckenbauer should be regarded as an icon, rather than
just a celebrity, for instance, is closely argued. Nevertheless, although his personal opinions are given with
a good degree of confidence, they are not always fluently expressed. An example of this is his discussion of
the role that Beckenbauer has played in football since his retirement from official functions in the game.

Mark awarded = 12 out of 14
Range and accuracy

The candidate uses a variety of complex linguistic structures. These are used accurately and with
confidence, particularly in his initial short presentation at the beginning of the test. The candidate also uses
adequate topic-specific vocabulary and expresses himself clearly. He makes occasional grammatical errors
(for example with inversion, pronouns and idiomatic phrases) but his tenses and agreements are generally
reliable.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 10
Pronunciation and intonation

On the whole, the candidate’s pronunciation and intonation are very good, although he has some difficulties
with the ‘z' sound in German, and there are some occasional mispronunciations (e.g. drgerlich).

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6

Total mark awarded = 25 out of 30
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Part II: Prepared oral topic

16

Example candidate response — grade M1
Chosen topic: Angela Merkel

Recording: 9780_12_German_ECR_Part2_M1.mp3

Examiner comment
Factual knowledge and opinions

The candidate has prepared her topic well. She has good factual knowledge about Angela Merkel’s youth
and her political rise to power and offers some good insight into the Chancellor’'s attempts to deal with

the Euro crisis. She provides sufficient information in most of her responses, especially when questions
refer to her prepared headings. She is more hesitant and less expansive when asked to give her personal
views. When asked why she thinks highly of Angela Merkel, for instance, her answer lacks detail and is not
particularly convincing as a result. She generally accepts the examiner's lead and is not inclined to steer or
develop the conversation herself.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 14
Range and accuracy

The candidate attempts some complex linguistic structures, including a good number of correct passives
examples. On the whole, however, the candidate tends to rely on simpler structures and main clauses.
There are weaknesses in her accuracy, particularly with idioms and agreements. Nevertheless, these do not
impair effective communication. The candidate also has an adequate range of topic-specific vocabulary.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 10
Pronunciation and intonation

The candidate’s pronunciation is of a good standard, although there are a number of mispronunciations
(e.g. Akademie) and the candidate has difficulties with some sounds (the ‘r’" sound is rather anglicised, for
example). Throughout, the candidate shows good intonation.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 30
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