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Section A

Answer two questions from this section.

Tectonic Hazards

1 (a) Identify two primary hazards resulting from volcanic eruptions.  [2]

 (b) Fig. 1 shows the global distribution of active volcanoes and plate boundaries.

  Using Fig. 1, discuss the extent to which active volcanoes are concentrated along destructive 
plate boundaries.  [4]

 (c) With the help of one or more diagrams, explain the formation of island arcs.  [5]

 (d) Assess the relative risk posed by different primary hazards resulting from volcanic eruptions.
 [9]

Hazardous Weather

2 Fig. 2 shows the track and strength of selected tropical storms and tropical cyclones (hurricanes) 
between 1996 and 2005.

 (a) State two changes that occur when a tropical storm develops into a tropical cyclone 
(hurricane).  [2]

 (b) To what extent do the tracks shown in Fig. 2 follow a similar pattern?  [4]

 (c) Using Fig. 2, explain what happens to the strength of tropical cyclones (hurricanes) when 
they move over land.  [5]

 (d) Assess the importance of level of development in determining the consequences and impacts 
of tropical cyclones (hurricanes).  [9]

Hydrological Hazards

3 Fig. 3 shows the main components in a drainage basin hydrological cycle and Fig. 4 shows the 
annual water budget for selected river basins.

 (a) Identify the flows (transfers) labelled X and Y on Fig. 3.  [2]

 (b) Using Fig. 4, assess the importance of evapotranspiration as an output of river basins.  [4]

 (c) What factors might help to explain the relative importance of runoff and evapotranspiration as 
outputs of river basins?  [5]

 (d) With reference to examples, examine the extent to which river flooding is more the result of 
human than of natural causes.  [9]
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Section B

Answer two questions from this section.

The Geography of Crime

4 (a) Photograph A shows a housing development in which target hardening has been used to 
reduce the risk of crime.

  What is meant by the term target hardening?  [2]

 (b) Table 1 shows the perceived likelihood of being the victim of crime in the UK according to 
accommodation type and household income.

  In Table 1, to what extent is the perceived likelihood of being a victim of crime related to 
accommodation type?  [4]

 (c) Describe how the perception of risk from crime in Table 1 varies with household income, and 
suggest reasons for this.  [5]

 (d) Assess the effectiveness of local-scale initiatives in minimising the risk of crime.  [9]

Health and Disease

5 (a) What is meant by the term pandemic?  [2]

 (b) Figs 5A and 5B show the distribution of confirmed cases of H1N1 (swine flu), by country, on 
3 May and 4 June 2009.

  Describe the changes in the number of confirmed cases of H1N1 (swine flu) shown in Figs 5A 
and 5B.  [4]

 (c) Using Fig. 5B, identify one country with more than 50 confirmed cases on 4 June 2009 and 
suggest reasons for the relatively high number of confirmed cases there.  [5]

 (d) ‘The economic impact of widespread disease and illness is greater than the social impact.’ 
Using examples, assess the validity of this statement.  [9]

Spatial Inequality and Poverty

6 Fig. 6 shows changes in the Human Development Index (HDI) for selected world regions from 
1975 to 2005. Table 2 shows HDI scores for three newly industrialised countries over the same 
time period.

 (a) Name two of the indicators of development that are used in the Human Development Index 
(HDI).  [2]

 (b) To what extent does Fig. 6 support the concept of a development gap?  [4]

 (c) Describe, and suggest two reasons for, the changes in HDI scores shown in Table 2.  [5]

 (d) ‘At lower levels of development, the consequences of poverty vary greatly between countries.’ 
To what extent do you agree with this statement?  [9]
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Section C

Answer one question from this section.

7 With reference to an area you have studied, examine the success of strategies to tackle the 
geographical issues it faces.  [25]

8 ‘The higher the population density, the greater the problems associated with geographical issues 
that areas face.’ Discuss the validity of this statement.  [25]

9 ‘People are more at risk from geographical hazards now than at any time in the past.’ How far do 
you agree?  [25]
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