
Example Candidate Responses

Cambridge International Level 3
Pre-U Certificate in
ECONOMICS (9772)

www.XtremePapers.com



Example Candidate 
Responses

Economics (9772)

Cambridge International Level 3 
Pre-U Certificate in Economics (Principal)

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 1www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 1



www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu2

University of Cambridge International Examinations retains the copyright on all its publications.  Registered 
Centres are permitted to copy material from this booklet for their own internal use.  However, we cannot 
give permission to Centres to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third party even for internal 
use within a Centre.

© University of Cambridge International Examinations 2011

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses



www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 3

Cambridge International Level 3 Pre-U Certificate 

Economics

9772

Contents 
 Page

Introduction 4

Components at a Glance 5

Paper 1  Short Answers and Data Response 6

Paper 2  Essays 40

Paper 3  Investigation 102

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu4
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Introduction 

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge Pre-U, and to show 
how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment 
objectives.  

Cambridge Pre-U is reported in three bands (Distinction, Merit and Pass) each divided into three grades (D1, 
D2, D3; M1, M2, M3; P1, P2, P3).

In this booklet a range of candidate responses has been chosen to illustrate as far as possible each band 
(Distinction, Merit and Pass). Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths 
and weaknesses of the answers. 

For ease of reference the following format for each paper of the subject has been adopted:

Question

Mark Scheme

Example Candidate 

Response

Examiner Comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by Examiners.  This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. 
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still 
have to do to improve their grades.

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus and other teacher support materials are available on 
www.cie.org.uk.  For past papers and Examiner Reports please contact CIE on international@cie.org.uk.
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Components at a Glance 

Component Component Title Duration
Weighting 

(%)
Type of Assessment

Paper 1
Multiple Choice, 

Short Answers and 
Data Response

2 hours 
15 minutes

40 Written paper, externally set and marked

Paper 2 Essay Paper
2 hours 

15 minutes
40 Written paper, externally set and marked

Paper 3 Investigation 1¼ hours 20
Essay, written in examination conditions 

and externally marked
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Paper 1  Short Answers and Data Response 

Question 1 (a)

Real GDP per head is often used as an indicator for the standard of living.

Why do we use ‘real’ values for this purpose?

Mark Scheme

For an answer that recognises that ‘real’ values take infl ation into account (1) and hence it makes fi gures 
more comparable (or similar explanation) (1).

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This answer clearly addressed the set question and so was awarded full marks.

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

Whilst this candidate understood that ‘real’ values meant that there was something to do with inflation, 
there was no further explanation and so, in accordance with the mark scheme, this answer received just 1 of 
the 2 available marks. This answer demonstrates the fact that for questions worth more than 1 mark, it will 
not be sufficient to make a single statement and achieve full marks.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

The short answers on Paper 1 are aimed to be the accessible part for all candidates, but this answer clearly 
demonstrates that if basic concepts are not understood, candidates will not be able to pick up any marks.
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Question 1 (b)

With the use of an example, explain why the distribution of income is also of relevance when 
comparing the standard of living in different countries.

Mark Scheme

For an answer that explains that per head just gives the average value but does not consider inequalities 
within a country (2).
For providing an example of this – e.g. oil rich states or a numerical example (1).
No mark if wealth used instead of income.

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This answer clearly recognises that the question is asking candidates to discuss whether the ‘average’ real 
GDP per head is a useful measure of what the situation is for the ‘average’ person in the country. They also 
make the point that Purchasing Power Parity is of relevance when comparing between countries which, 
whilst being a valid point in general, was not of direct relevance to this question and so received no credit – 
although the candidate had already achieved full marks for this question. It should be noted that candidates 
should be encouraged specifically to answer the set question within the short answers, as this is not a place 
where digressions will be rewarded.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This candidate clearly had some understanding of what the question was all about, but failed to relate their 
understanding to the question and hence received just 1 mark.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

Whilst this answer superficially is quite similar to the one from the previous candidate, there is absolutely 
nothing that relates the answer to the set question and hence it received no marks.

Question 2 (a)

Using an example, explain the term ‘seasonal unemployment’.

Mark Scheme

For an accurate defi nition that it is unemployment that only occurs at certain times of the year/season (1).  
For providing at example of this – e.g. fruit pickers only employed in the summer months (1)

General Comment

The vast majority of candidates answered this question correctly. A lot of candidates gave the same example 
of the ski instructor.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This answer gained full marks as there was a definition and an example. 

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

When candidates did not know their definitions, they were unable to secure any marks.
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Question 2 (b)

Using an example, explain what can give rise to structural unemployment.

Mark Scheme

For a clear understanding that events such as ‘de-industrialisation/globalisation/out-sourcing can lead to the 
loss of a certain type of job within an economy – up to (2).  For the use of a suitable example – e.g. decline in 
UK steel industry (1).

General Comment

Several candidates confused structural unemployment with technological unemployment. To secure 
full marks for this part of the question, candidates had to explain ‘what can give rise to structural 
unemployment’, rather than just giving an example of what structural unemployment is.

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

A solid answer that achieved full marks.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This is an answer that demonstrates a misunderstanding of the term and hence the answer received no 
marks. 

Question 3 (a)

Explain the likely implications for the price competitiveness of UK exports and imports if the sterling 
exchange rate appreciates.

Mark Scheme

For a correct explanation that exports are likely to become less price competitive and imports more price 
competitive (2).  Need to mention both for both marks.

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

The question specifically asked for the likely implications for the price competitiveness of both exports and 
imports and hence some candidates lost marks by only mentioning one or the other.  Here is an example of 
such an answer.



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu14

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

Many candidates provided solid answers for the question as shown above.

Question 3 (b)

Explain why time lags are important when considering the effect that such an appreciation will have 
on the current account of the balance of payments of the UK.

Mark Scheme

An explanation that for several goods that are exported and imported, orders have to be placed well in 
advance of delivery (1) and hence it takes time for changes in price competitiveness to feed through into 
changes in quantity (1) and hence into total export earnings/spending on imports (1).
Note – any answer that mentions inverse J curve effects should receive a minimum of 2 marks.  If answer 
follows through from incorrect answer to part (a) then marks for (b) still available if consistent.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This demonstrates a very good answer to the question and the mention of the Marshall-Lerner condition 
ensures that all 3 marks were awarded.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

Whilst it is clear that this candidate certainly understands most of the relevant points, the analysis was not 
precise enough and so limited the answer to just 2 of the 3 available marks. 

Question 4 (a)

Explain the phrase ‘fi scal defi cit’.

Mark Scheme

For an accurate defi nition of government expenditure being greater than the revenue from tax receipts in a 
particular year.
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Example Candidate Response

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

Candidates either knew the answer and, in the majority of cases, with an accurate definition scored both 
marks or they did not and scored zero on this part. These two extracts demonstrate one of each.

Question 4 (b)

With the use of examples, explain why a government’s fi scal position is likely to worsen during a 
recession.

Mark Scheme

During a recession, revenue is likely to be lower (1) due to less income earned, less profi ts made and fewer 
goods being bought and at the same time government expenditure on transfer payments e.g. income support 
and Job Seekers Allowances will be higher (1).  Final mark (1) only to be awarded if at least two examples 
are used in the answer – even if both explain the same thing – i.e. either higher expenditure or lower tax 
receipts.  Examples must aid explanation.  Also accept any relevant discretionary changes as examples – 
e.g. reduction in rate of VAT. 
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Example Candidate Response
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

The key here was whether candidates used examples – not just an example – in their explanation. If they 
did, it was quite easy for them to achieve all 3 marks. The first two extracts show answers that received full 
marks – the first reflected the standard ‘automatic stabiliser’ effect whilst the second also demonstrated 
a knowledge of recent events by including the Labour Government’s attempt to increase discretionary 
spending.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This extract only really talked about an increase in Government spending and far too much of the answer 
concentrated on issues irrelevant to the question. At no time were candidates asked anything about EU 
entry guidelines. There was enough though for the candidate to receive 2 of the 3 available marks.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This extract demonstrates a superficial understanding that spending may go up during a recession but then 
becomes unfocused and it only received 1 mark.
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Question 5
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Question 5 (a)

According to the article, what was the cause of the peak in demand for allotments?

Mark Scheme

Knowledge Q5 (a)

2 marks Demonstration of use of allotments to get around the problem of food shortages and rationing 
in the post-war years 

1 mark A recognition that it was something to do with either shortages or rationing

0 mark No relevant understanding shown

No credit should be given for any answer that just states that people wanted to grow their own food, with no 
mention as to ‘why’.

Example Candidate Response

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This was simply a matter of whether the candidates were able correctly to read and comprehend both the 
question and the information in the extracts. 
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Question 5 (b) (i)

Using Table 1, calculate the effect on the demand for allotments if the price of supermarket food rises 
by 10 %.

Mark Scheme

Application  Q5 (b) (i)

2 marks

1 mark Cross elasticity of demand: 

= 

% change in Qa / % change in PF = +0.8
As % change in Pf = +10%, % change in Qa = +8%
Mark still given for +8% or 8% increase or just 8% even if working is not shown

0 mark Failure to reach correct answer, regardless of any accurate intermediate working

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This extract clearly gives an excellent explanation as to why the answer is 8%. However, it should be noted 
that there was just 1 mark available, no explanation was specifically requested and answers that simply 
wrote down 8% did, of course, also receive the mark.

% change in quantity demanded of allotments____________________________________
% change in price of supermarket food
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Question 5 (b) (ii)

Explain why a change in the price of food has an effect on the demand for allotments.

Mark Scheme

Knowledge  Q5 (b) (ii)

2 marks Clear understanding demonstrated of the fact that food and allotments are, in effect, substitute 
goods; if food bought in shops costs more, then the demand for allotments, upon which to 
grow one’s own food, rises

1 mark Some understanding of the link shown but not precise and clumsy or inaccurate use of 
terminology, e.g. just stating that they are substitutes

0 mark No knowledge shown

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

Correct use of economic language is encouraged. This answer made no mention of the economic term 
‘substitutes’ and so received just 1 mark.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This answer clearly demonstrated very sound knowledge of the relationship in question and hence scored 
full marks.

Question 5 (c)

The article mentions two possible ‘market solutions’ to the problem of excess demand for allotments 
(lines 21–22). With the aid of a diagram, analyse how one of these solutions could be used to reduce 
this problem.

Mark Scheme

Knowledge Application Analysis

2 marks Good, accurate application to 
this case
Must consider excess 
demand

Good explanation of solution 
through use of diagram 
showing excess demand

1 mark Identifi cation of either annual 
rents or auctions

Either some application 
to allotments or general 
application to cases of 
excess demand

Partial explanation but too 
much is likely to be left just 
stated

0 mark No or very limited 
understanding of either term

No attempt to apply the 
market solutions

No relevant analysis as to 
how solution will reduce the 
problem

Candidates should consider only one of the two suggestions of a raise in annual rents or an auction to 
allocate the allotments.  If they cover both then credit only the better answer of the two.
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General Comment

Candidates who were able to produce the correct diagram scored highly on this question as the following 
extracts show.

Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This answer gave a very sound explanation of the situation and was what was expected to be seen by the 
examiners.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

This answer, whilst slightly unusual with the use of a totally inelastic supply curve, still reflects a very good 
understanding of the economics involved.

However, too many candidates failed to display the existence of initial excess demand and hence failed to 
secure full marks. The following is an example of this error.
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Example Candidate Response

Examiner Comment

Although the candidate clearly states the existence of excess demand, the diagram fails to show the lack 
of an initial equilibrium between supply and demand and hence the analysis of the transition to an actual 
equilibrium is inevitably flawed.
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Question 5 (d)

Consider how far the ‘non-market’ approaches (lines 12–20) may provide an effective solution to the 
problem of excess demand.

Mark Scheme

Analysis Evaluation

6 marks Clear evidence of evaluation and excellent 
awareness of the relative strengths of the 
arguments given

5 marks Clear evidence of evaluation and very good 
awareness of the relative strengths of the 
arguments given

4 marks Good explanation of a suitable range 
of relevant issues within a clear 
structure

Clear evidence of evaluation and good awareness 
of the relative strengths of the arguments given

3 marks Reasonable explanation of a limited 
range of relevant issues: some 
structure to the answer

Some evidence of evaluation and/or limited 
awareness of the relative strengths of the 
arguments given; may well have no fi nal summary

2 marks Partial explanation given: a limited or 
unstructured answer

Some evidence of evaluation but no clear 
conclusion

1 mark Partial explanation given; a very 
limited answer

Unsupported assertion

0 mark No relevant explanation No evaluation

The article discusses the idea of: 
a) waiting lists 
b) sub-dividing current allotments 
c) the similar but not identical suggestion of giving new allotment holders smaller plots. 

If only one suggestion is considered then the maximum mark available is 6 marks, regardless of the depth of 
analysis or evaluation.
The following issues might be addressed

Analysis
• Explaining how the suggestion will reduce current excess demand

Evaluation
• Discuss possible problems in terms of ‘secondary markets’ etc.
• Consider the effects on existing plot holders and new plot holder. 

To achieve 4 marks or more for evaluation, there must be some consideration of the relative merits of the 
policies considered
Credit can also be awarded under evaluation if the candidate dismisses all proposals and puts forward one 
of their own, but this idea can achieve no marks for analysis
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Example Candidate Response
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Examiner Comment

This answer secured full marks and is a good example of some of the excellent answers that were seen 
from candidates. It is thoughtful and incisive and clearly demonstrates the required skill of being able 
to evaluate and consider various possibilities. The phrases such as ‘However, this may not be the most 
allocatively efficient.’ ‘This does not then solve the problem..’ ‘This is fair to ……, however there is still….’ 
show a thoughtful approach to the question.
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Example Candidate Response

Extract continues on next page
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Examiner Comment

This answer fails to use sufficiently accurate economic terminology. The use of the phrase ‘efficient’ is never 
explained; although clearly there is some appreciation that efficiency is important for economists. The lack 
of a conclusion limited the evaluation mark to just 2 marks, although the use of the key evaluative words 
‘However..’ – for example in the phrase ‘However, many will see this as unfair.’ – did show that some attempt 
at evaluation had been made.

Question 5 (e)

To what extent do you agree with the proposal of the author in the fi nal paragraph that more land 
should be made available for allotments?

Mark Scheme

Analysis Evaluation

6 marks Clear evidence of evaluation and excellent 
awareness of the relative strengths of the 
arguments given

5 marks Clear evidence of evaluation and very good 
awareness of the relative strengths of the 
arguments given

4 marks Good explanation of a suitable range 
of relevant issues within a clear 
structure

Clear evidence of evaluation and good awareness 
of the relative strengths of the arguments given

3 marks Reasonable explanation of a limited 
range of relevant issues: some 
structure to the answer

Some evidence of evaluation and/or limited 
awareness of the relative strengths of the 
arguments given; may well have no fi nal summary

2 marks Partial explanation given: a limited or 
unstructured answer

Some evidence of evaluation but no clear 
conclusion

1 mark Partial explanation given; a very 
limited answer

Unsupported assertion

0 mark No relevant explanation No evaluation
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Candidates will be expected to examine both the effectiveness of providing more land and also consider 
whether this is a sensible use of the land.  Candidates may wish to briefl y 
revisit the issue of other alternative solutions as well as considering the other possible uses of the land and 
to open the whole issue of whether we need/should have more allotments. 

Issues that may be considered include:

Analysis
• Explain how more land will address the issue of excess demand – possibly through the use of a supply 

and demand diagram
• Analyse why this is claimed to be the only long-term solution – as opposed to a short-term solution

Evaluation
• Discussion of whether use of scarce land for allotments is for the best, even if it were to solve the 

problem of excess demand for allotments
• Consideration of the phrase ‘must be to make more land available’ in the article
• Consideration of whether an increase in supply might not actually lead to a further increase in demand 

and hence exacerbate the problem of excess demand
• Discussion of whether, in the last paragraph, the author is looking to solve the problem of excess 

demand or merely to achieve greater output of home grown fruit and vegetables

General Comment

This final question again had 6 of the 10 marks available for evaluation and there were some excellent 
answers provided by candidates. The following two example candidate responses show the standard that it 
is hoped that all candidates will aspire to achieve.
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Example Candidate Response
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Example Candidate Response
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Paper 2  Essays 

The following candidate responses demonstrate general points that can be used in order to aid the 
performance of candidates in future years. It is essential that these essays and comments should be read in 
conjunction with both the specific mark schemes and also the Principal Examiner Report for this paper.

Question 1

‘If the price of a good or service rises, the demand for that product will always fall’.  To what extent 
does economic analysis support this statement?

Mark Scheme

Candidates should show a good understanding of the theory behind the downward sloping demand curve 
and the use of the word ‘always’ in the question should lead them on to some discussion of possible 
exceptions.

Answers may include:

Knowledge and understanding of the theory behind the downward sloping demand curve and reasons why 
this might not be the case.

Examples
• Indifference curve analysis
• Marginal Utility analysis
• Giffen goods
• Veblen/Ostentatious goods

Note that candidates would not be expected to use both indifference curve and marginal utility analysis. 
Candidates who merely state an inverse relationship between price and demand are unlikely to achieve 
more than Level 1, unless they show real depth of understanding in the rest of their answer.

Application of the theory to real life examples including at the higher levels examples of where this basic 
relationship does not seem to hold.

Analysis of why the relationship between price and demand is as it is

Examples
• Considering income and substitution effects
• Looking at marginal utility/price relationships
• Consideration of goods as a ‘store of value’
• Consideration of the whole issue of ‘rational behaviour’

Evaluation of the issues involved

Examples
• Considering whether theory relates to reality
• Showing awareness of there being different reasons why a demand curve may appear to be upward 

sloping
• Considering that more demand at a higher price does not automatically mean that the demand curve is 

upward sloping, but that rather, one of the conditions of demand may have changed
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Theory and analysis

Level 4
(13 – 17 marks)
Mid mark 15

There is a clear, precise and accurate explanation of one of the two main theories 
to explain the rationale behind the downward sloping demand curve. Exceptions 
are discussed and explained and, at the top of this level, the issue of either rational 
behaviour and/or changes in the conditions of demand is likely to be considered.

Level 3
(9 – 12 marks)
Mid mark 11

An attempt is made to explain the downward sloping demand curve using one of the 
two recognised theories but it is likely that there will be slight inaccuracies and/or 
omissions in the theory. Exceptions are recognised but there is little accurate analysis 
of these items.

Level 2
(5 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

One of the two theories will be considered but it is likely that either too much will be just 
stated rather than explained or there will be very little consideration of ‘exceptions to 
the rule’.
Alternatively, the answer gives good explanation of ‘exceptions’, but fails to explain the 
downward-sloping demand curve.

Level 1
(1 – 4 marks)
Mid mark 3

There will be no theoretical explanation and the answer will rely on statements of fact 
too much. Any mention of exceptions will be just that – a mere statement without any 
attempt to analyse or explain the reasoning behind the exception.

Evaluation

Level 3
(6 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

A good discussion might consider some of the following points:
Is the theory realistic in explaining consumer everyday behaviour – indeed is rational 
behaviour a feature of everyday life?
Is an apparent perverse demand curve indeed that or might it in fact be nothing of the 
sort but be a collection of points from different downward sloping demand curves?
What other conditions might be important – for example whether the ‘good’ is 
essential/a luxury?  Possible consideration of the link with elasticity of demand.
There will be a conclusion drawn at the end to explain the candidates overall view – 
even if this is that there is no clear-cut answer.

Level 2
(3 – 5 marks)
Mid mark 4

One of the above will be discussed in reasonable detail or a couple of points touched 
on, but only in a relatively superfi cially way.

Level 1
(1 – 2 marks)
Mid mark 2

Whilst there might be some appreciation that evaluation could be carried out and 
indeed there might be the odd comment that suggests an area for potential evaluation, 
it stops at the comment, and the point is not developed. For example: 
‘We need to appreciate that standard theory doesn’t explain Giffen goods’.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This was an answer that clearly was of a Distinction level. It achieved the highest levels both for theory and 
analysis and also evaluation. It might be argued that the mark given to this answer is harsh but the failure 
to provide the diagram for a Giffen good and hence to provide full analysis of this ‘exception’, resulted in 
full marks not being awarded. It was also felt that possibly for a (suggested) 40 minute answer, there was 
perhaps slightly too much ‘setting the scene’. If this could have been condensed, then there would have 
been more time for greater in-depth evaluation. However, as already stated, overall this was an excellent 
answer.

Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Examiner Comment

This candidate did finally use Marginal Utility analysis to explain why a demand curve is downward sloping. 
They mixed up Giffen goods and Ostentatious goods and hence for theory and analysis the answer just 
scraped into the Level 3.  Whilst there was some evaluation, it was not enough to reach Level 3. Overall the 
mark of 14 equated to a Merit.
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

This answer fell into the mistake of not actually explaining ‘why’ but merely stating far too much. The 
syllabus clearly shows that candidates must be able to explain why a demand curve is downward sloping. 
This answer is indicative of an answer that only managed to be awarded a Pass due to its lack of explanation.

Question 2

‘Perfect competition results in a more effi cient outcome than is the case with monopoly’. Evaluate 
this statement.

Mark Scheme

Candidates should show a good knowledge and understanding both of the models of perfect competition 
and monopoly and also of the various different aspects of economic effi ciency. There should be a clear 
comparison of the two models within the answer. 

Answers may include:

Knowledge and understanding of the relevant economic effi ciencies and how these relate to the two 
models in question. It will be expected that candidates would consider:
• Productive effi ciency
• Allocative effi ciency
• Dynamic effi ciency

Although discussion of other forms of effi ciency can be awarded credit, this should only be the case if they 
are considered in a way that involves comparison.

Application of the two models to real life situations and an appreciation that theoretical models rarely occur 
in the real world

Analysis of why the two models produce different results and an appreciation of the role of the profi t 
maximising assumption in the analysis
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Examples
• Explain why MC = AR gives allocative effi ciency
• Explain why the minimisation of AC is said to give productive effi ciency – note whilst this is the standard 

explanation at schools, universities usually say that any production that occurs on the average cost curve 
is productively effi cient. Whilst the former will be the expected answer, the latter should most certainly 
not be penalised

• Consider the difference between short and long run outcomes, with particular emphasis on dynamic 
effi ciency – probably highlighting the different views that exist concerning the two market structures and 
hence the likelihood of dynamic effi ciency being pursued/achieved.

Evaluation of the issues involved

Examples
• Are theoretical models relevant to real world experience?
• Are the defi nitions used for the various effi ciencies always accurate?
• What happens when we relax the profi t maximising assumption?
• Does it matter if we ignore the time span involved?

Theory and analysis

Level 4
(13 – 17 marks)
Mid mark 15

A good answer is likely to show an accurate diagrammatic explanation of the standard 
reason used to support the statement. At the top of this level there is likely to be 
consideration of exceptions to the rule, such as in terms of non-profi t maximising 
monopolists or through analysis of different cost curves.

Level 3
(9 – 12 marks)
Mid mark 11

Candidates may focus on just one form of effi ciency with a clear and accurate 
explanation of the different outcomes in the two models or they may touch on several 
issues but without full explanation as to why we would get differences. Diagrams may 
either be missing or incomplete.

Level 2
(5 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

Whilst there is some mention of at least one type of economic effi ciency, there is no 
real attempt to discuss how the two models produce different outcomes with regard to 
effi ciency. Any diagrams included are likely to be inaccurate or not explained.

Level 1
(1 – 4 marks)
Mid mark 3

There is likely to be a lot of confusion over the concept of effi ciency and there will be 
little, if any, accurate application to either perfect competition or monopoly.

Evaluation

Level 3
(6 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

A good answer is likely to discuss issues such as:
• Do the models of perfect competition and monopoly actually exist?
• Even if they do, are the outcomes that they achieve as theory suggests?
• Is one form of effi ciency more important than another?
• Should we be more concerned with ‘second best’ solutions?
• How important is the issue of time-scale in all this?
There will be a conclusion drawn at the end to explain the candidates overall view – 
even if this is that there is no clear-cut answer.

Level 2
(3 – 5 marks)
Mid mark 4

One of the above will be discussed in detail or a couple of points touched on, but only 
in a relatively superfi cially way.

Level 1
(1 – 2 marks)
Mid mark 2

Whilst there might be some appreciation that evaluation could be carried out and 
indeed there might be the odd comment that suggests an area for potential evaluation, 
it stops at the comment, and the point is not developed. For example:
‘Perfect competition might be better in most cases but there will be exceptions’.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This essay demonstrates that answers do not need to be ‘faultless’ to be awarded a Distinction. However, 
what this essay does benefit from is an attempt at lots of analysis and therefore it just crept into the top 
level for theory and analysis. As far as evaluation is concerned, it was not so strong and therefore it was 
placed in Level 2 for this category. However, overall this was sufficient for this essay to gain just enough 
marks to be the equivalent of a Distinction.
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

This was an essay that suffered from a lack of theoretical analysis. Whilst several points about efficiency 
were mentioned, none of them were analysed and therefore the essay could only be awarded Level 2 for 
theory and analysis. It is hard to evaluate an answer that only contains superficial analysis, and overall this 
essay was of a Pass standard.

Question 3

‘Given the lack of perfect knowledge, government intervention in markets for goods and services 
is doomed to fail and therefore markets should be left alone’. Evaluate whether economic analysis 
supports this argument.

Mark Scheme

Candidates should show a good understanding of the different reasons why governments intervene in 
particular markets and should appreciate that government failure is a potential occurrence. The relevance of 
perfect information should be explained, however, the use of the phrase ‘is doomed to fail’ should be used by 
the candidate to appreciate that the answer is in not quite so ‘clear cut’ as is suggested.  

Answers may include:

Knowledge and understanding of some of the reasons behind government intervention such as:
• Merit/Demerit goods
• Public goods
• Ability to pay issues
• Abuse of monopoly power
• Cost-Benefi t analysis

and the relevance of perfect knowledge in particular situations

Application of the above to a particular market or markets of the candidate’s choice

Analysis of why the lack of perfect knowledge may or may not have a signifi cant role to play

Examples
• The inability to know what the external costs and/or benefi ts in any particular market might be
• The problem of ‘missing markets’

Evaluation of the issues involved

Examples
• Just because intervention isn’t perfect, does this mean that it should not occur? 
• Even if there is perfect knowledge, could there not be arguments to suggest that government intervention 

should not occur?
• Consideration of normative economics; namely why there might be differing views as to the wisdom of 

certain government intervention
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Theory and analysis

Level 4
(13 – 17 marks)
Mid mark 15

There is a clear discussion as to the reason behind government intervention in at 
least two instances and the candidate makes specifi c and relevant mention of the 
importance played by the existence or otherwise of perfect knowledge. At the top of 
this level the analysis of the candidate will be accurate and robust and will clearly have 
identifi ed the failures that occur when certain goods and services are left to the market 
to allocate.

Level 3
(9 – 12 marks)
Mid mark 11

The reason for government intervention in at least one case will be covered and there 
will be some attempt to address the issue that lack of perfect knowledge brings to a 
government. However, the answer will fail to adequately consider the overall benefi ts 
that might come from the intervention.

Level 2
(5 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

An answer is likely to either just address the reason behind a government intervening 
or to look at the outcome of the intervention with no comparison or thought of what 
market provision has been replaced. There may well be some confusion between 
terms such as merit and public goods.

Level 1
(1 – 4 marks)
Mid mark 3

A very limited knowledge of why governments intervene is shown and there is no 
appreciation of why a lack of perfect knowledge has any signifi cance whatsoever.

Evaluation

Level 3
(6 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

A good answer is likely to discuss issues such as:
• Is government intervention always based on economic rationale?
• Does government failure mean a less than perfect outcome or one that is worse 

that the market solution?
• Can perfect knowledge ever exist?
• Might the search for greater information cause a greater ‘cost’ in both fi nancial 

terms and in the level of bureaucracy required?
There will be a conclusion drawn at the end to explain the candidates overall view – 
even if this is that there is no clear-cut answer.

Level 2
(3 – 5 marks)
Mid mark 4

One of the above will be discussed in detail or a couple of points touched on, but only 
in a relatively superfi cially way.

Level 1
(1 – 2 marks)
Mid mark 2

Whilst there might be some appreciation that evaluation could be carried out and 
indeed there might be the odd comment that suggests an area for potential evaluation, 
it stops at the comment, and the point is not developed. For example:
‘We need to remember that the government has intervened because there are 
problems with the market system.



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 71

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This candidate produced a highly impressive answer. The important points to note are that it stayed focused 
on the set question – many candidates across all the questions failed to do this – and used good analysis. 
It was very thoughtful in its approach and the level of evaluation was extremely strong. This was awarded a 
high Distinction.
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Question 4

‘Economic growth is necessary to ensure an improvement in the standard of living and hence should 
be a government’s primary economic objective’. To what extent do you agree with this view?

Mark Scheme

Candidates should show a good understanding of what is meant by the terms ‘economic growth’ and 
‘standard of living’ and should be able critically examine the link between the two and also to focus upon the 
use of the phrase ‘primary objective. 

Answers may include:

Knowledge and understanding of economic growth and of the fact that there are different defi nitions in 
terms of ‘short-run and long-run’, ‘potential and actual’. Candidates should consider how standard of living is 
measured and there is plenty of opportunity for discussion of this in relation to general well-being/‘quality of 
life’. Knowledge of the different objectives that a government might have is likely to be shown.

Application of the possible links between growth and well-being will be expected and specifi c examples that 
the candidate has covered during the course will be expected to be shown within answers

Analysis of how economic growth can affect standard of living in terms of how an increase in GDP can lead 
to an increase in GDP per head will be expected at the superfi cial level, with a much more detailed look at 
other variables such as the distribution of income etc. expected from better answers 

Examples
• Greater output can lead to greater consumption
• Looking at both the composition of the output and the distribution on income within an economy
• Analysis of whether any link means that other objectives are less important

Evaluation of the issues involved

Examples
• Is growth suffi cient?
• Even if this is the case, does this mean that it must be the primary objective? What about protection of 

the environment?
• Similarly, is the economic growth sustainable?
• Don’t other objectives make it much easier to have growth – such as stable infl ation? Might it not be that 

concentrating on other objectives will provide us with economic growth?
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Theory and analysis

Level 4
(13 – 17 marks)
Mid mark 15

There is a clear discussion of the potential link between the two concepts and a good 
appreciation of the terms used. The answer also stays focused on that part of the 
question which is to do with ‘primary objective’. At the top of this level the analysis of 
the candidate will be accurate and robust and will clearly have identifi ed that there 
is far more that needs to be considered than just the fact that economic growth will 
bring about an increase in the standard of living. Concepts such as the HDI or the 
‘Happiness Index’ may well be discussed. 

Level 3
(9 – 12 marks)
Mid mark 11

The answer will address the main link between the two concepts of economic growth 
and standard of living and the analysis is likely to be fairly robust. However the 
answer will either not consider whether the common measure of standard of living 
has problems or will fail to address the implications of the explained link as far as a 
primary government objective is concerned.  

Level 2
(5 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

Very little will be explained as far as terms used are concerned and it is likely that 
the answer will simply assume that economic growth must lead to an increase in 
the standard of living. There is very unlikely to be any consideration of government 
objectives.

Level 1
(1 – 4 marks)
Mid mark 3

A very limited knowledge of the whole concept of economic growth and standard of 
living will be shown and there will be no attempt made to try to consider any line of 
causality.

Evaluation

Level 3
(6 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

A good answer is likely to discuss issues such as:
• The problem of sustainable growth and the environment
• The distribution of income within an economy and its implications
• The whole issue of whether a government should focus on ‘an end’ or on ‘a means 

to an end’
• Consideration of the composition of the extra output
• Consideration of the phrase ‘and hence’ in the title
There will be a conclusion drawn at the end to explain the candidates overall view – 
even if this is that there is no clear-cut answer.

Level 2
(3 – 5 marks)
Mid mark 4

One of the above will be discussed in detail or a couple of points touched on, but only 
in a relatively superfi cially way.

Level 1
(1 – 2 marks)
Mid mark 2

Whilst there might be some appreciation that evaluation could be carried out and 
indeed there might be the odd comment that suggests an area for potential evaluation, 
it stops at the comment, and the point is not developed. For example:
‘It must be remembered that just because an economy grows, this does not make it a 
good thing.’
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This answer stayed focused on the set question and the candidate considered several issues, allowing it to 
be awarded a low Level 4 for theory and analysis. The evaluation was good with a strong final conclusion. As 
can be seen by the mark scheme, in order to score in the top level for evaluation, it is always necessary for 
the candidate to draw things together in a conclusion – even if the conclusion might happen to be that there 
is no clear cut answer. This essay was marked at the Distinction level.

Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

This essay did not address the set question. Rather it simply went through the four main economic 
objectives in turn without relating them to the question of their impact on the standard of living (which was 
never actually defined). There was also some confusion in the answer meaning that it only reached Level 2 
for both categories and overall was of a Pass standard.

Question 5

‘Recent UK experience has shown that monetary policy can be implemented more quickly but 
that fi scal policy is more effective in dealing with underlying economic problems.’ Evaluate this 
statement.

Mark Scheme

Candidates should show a good understanding of what is involved with both monetary and fi scal policy. 
There should be sound knowledge of how these two have been used in recent years within the UK 
economy. Explanations should be given as to why the two types of policy might have different time periods 
for implementation and there should be some discussion as to what is meant by ‘underlying economic 
problems’.  It is certainly not expected that the candidate will automatically agree with the statement.

Answers may include:

Knowledge and understanding of what both policies involve and how they are likely to affect an economy, 
both in the short run and the long run.

Examples
• Interest rate policy and all its implications
• Taxation and spending policies and the links to incentives to work
• Spending and implications for the infrastructure of the economy

Application of the policies in respect to the current UK experience
For example candidates may well wish to consider what is driving the government to make the decisions 
that they do – and indeed candidates should be aware that much of the decisions to do with monetary policy 
have been taken away from the government and handed to the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the 
Bank of England.

Analysis of how both policies affect the economy – in particular with the monetary transmission mechanism 
and with how fi scal policy can more directly affect the supply-side within the economy. 

Examples
• How interest rate decisions affect decisions of both consumers and fi rms and affect the exchange rate, 

and all the implications of this
• Implication of spending on education and other public services on the performance of the economy

Evaluation of the issues involved
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Examples
• A discussion as to the potency of any government policy within a global economy
• A realisation that short-term effects may be superfi cial whilst underlying changes may take longer to take 

hold
• Consideration of crowding-out and implications for the effectiveness of government policies
• A consideration of whether the UK has handed over control of monetary policy to the Bank of England 

and whether countries within the Eurozone have any control of either monetary policy or indeed fi scal 
policy

Theory and analysis

Level 4
(13 – 17 marks)
Mid mark 15

There is a clear, precise and accurate understanding of what is involved in both 
monetary and fi scal policies and the answer focuses upon how both of these can affect 
the economy. At the top level there is likely to be a discussion as to what is meant by 
the phrase ‘underlying economic problems’ and whether the effects caused by the 
various policies can indeed change the ‘underlying’ nature of anything. There will also 
be detailed analysis of what has been happening within the UK economy over the past 
few years.
At low-level 4, there will be little appreciation of the existence of the word ‘underlying’ – 
though mid-level 4 can be accessed if such appreciation is by inference only.

Level 3
(9 – 12 marks)
Mid mark 11

There is a clear understanding of the distinction between the two policies but the 
answer is likely to be more theoretical than based on recent UK experience.

Level 2
(5 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

The answer will concentrate upon either monetary or fi scal policy or there will be 
evidence that the candidate doesn’t really understand the difference between the two. 
Whilst it may be stated that policies can affect the economy, little, if any, attempt to 
analyse such an affect will be made.

Level 1
(1 – 4 marks)
Mid mark 3

There is real confusion with what constitutes monetary and fi scal policy and the answer 
will fail to address the issue of how they can affect the wider economy.

Evaluation

Level 3
(6 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

A good answer is likely to discuss issues such as:
• Whether  any government has the ability to make underlying changes to its 

economy in isolation of external infl uences
• Short-run versus long-run changes and the degree to which their effects can have 

infl uence
• Whether the two policies are mutually exclusive or whether the only way to have 

real infl uence is to have both policies working in conjunction
• The effect that infl ation targets have had on the potency of any monetary policy 

within the UK
There will be a conclusion drawn at the end to explain the candidates overall view – 
even if this is that there is no clear-cut answer.

Level 2
(3 – 5 marks)
Mid mark 4

One of the above will be discussed in detail or a couple of points touched on, but only 
in a relatively superfi cially way.

Level 1
(1 – 2 marks)
Mid mark 2

Whilst there might be some appreciation that evaluation could be carried out and 
indeed there might be the odd comment that suggests an area for potential evaluation, 
it stops at the comment, and the point is not developed. For example:
‘We need to consider whether it needs to be an either/or policy’
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This candidate stuck to answering the question – and this fact, more than any other, was crucial is 
determining whether a candidate scored highly on a question. The answer assumed that recession was ‘the 
underlying economic problem’ and based the analysis around this fact. A strong conclusion helped push the 
answer into the top level for evaluation and overall this answer was awarded a Distinction.
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Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Examiner Comment

This candidate looked at several different policies. The answer fell into the trap of somehow believing that 
‘supply-side policies’ were unconnected in any way to fiscal policy, even when using the example of extra 
spending for education and training. The main problem with this answer was that it never really considered 
the issue of ‘underlying problems’ and hence failed to score more highly for theory and analysis.

Another more general point that can be made about this essay, which was graded as being worthy of a 
Merit, is that there is no need for candidates to copy out the title of the essay at the start of their answer. 
This only uses up time that could be put to more profitable use.
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Question 6

‘The main infl uence on the pattern of UK trade with other countries continues to be differences in 
comparative advantage’. Discuss.

Mark Scheme

Candidates will be expected to show both a sound understanding of the economic rationale behind the 
theory of comparative advantage and also to display knowledge of at least some UK trading patterns in 
today’s world to illustrate whether the statement is true. Better answers are also likely to consider trading 
blocs and it is anticipated that the EU will be used as an example to further demonstrate UK trade. It is 
anticipated that some centres will have taught the more general concept of ‘competitive advantage’ and 
where this is used in a relevant way in answer to the question, appropriate credit should be given.

Answers may include:

Knowledge and understanding of the theory of comparative advantage and the implications for 
specialisation and trading between countries

Application of the theory to UK trade in goods and services to illustrate the benefi ts

Analysis of whether actual trade is based specifi cally on the principle of comparative advantage and how 
tariffs and other forms of trade barriers can distort the ‘free market’ situation and hence infl uence trade
Candidates may well use trade-creation/trade diversion diagrams to explain how free-trade areas can 
infl uence trading patterns.

Evaluation of the issues involved

Examples
• Consideration of some of the assumptions made in the theory of comparative advantage and how, if 

these are unrealistic, the actual potential benefi ts may not be that great
• How political considerations can be just as important in trade decisions
• Whether ‘competitive advantage’ is more appropriate in today’s world
• Consideration of whether the main infl uence has ever really been comparative advantage, let alone 

continuing to be so
• How globalisation and the emergence of China in recent years has changed the pattern of trade almost 

beyond any recognition for several countries, including the UK
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Theory and analysis

Level 4
(13 – 17 marks)
Mid mark 15

There is a clear, precise and accurate understanding of the potential benefi ts that can 
be derived from the exploitation of comparative advantage. At the top of this level it is 
possible that a numerical example will be used to demonstrate these benefi ts. There 
will also be some detailed knowledge shown of the trading pattern of the UK and any 
other infl uences, such as membership of a free-trade area etc. will be considered. 

Level 3
(9 – 12 marks)
Mid mark 11

There will be a reasonable understanding of the theory behind comparative advantage 
but the answer will lack clear evidence that the concept is fully understood. The 
answer will certainly consider other potential infl uences and there will be some precise 
knowledge shown. 

Level 2
(5 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

The answer is likely to be superfi cial and there will be practically no explanation as to 
how benefi ts can be derived from the exploitation of comparative advantages. Whilst 
other potential infl uences may be touched upon, there will be a distinct lack of any 
‘concrete facts’ for the UK. 

Level 1
(1 – 4 marks)
Mid mark 3

There will be little of any relevance. The answer may well focus on trade between 
particular countries but will merely state facts and make no attempt to explain any 
rationale for the trade that is undertaken. 

Evaluation

Level 3
(6 – 8 marks)
Mid mark 7

A good answer is likely to discuss issues such as:
• Are the theoretical benefi ts ever that achievable or are the assumptions upon 

which it is based too unrealistic to be of any use?
• In today’s world, aren’t political considerations of greater importance than free-

trade theoretical considerations
• Can we talk about just one main infl uence? Is the UK different from other 

countries?
• The question uses the word ‘continues’. This assumes that comparative advantage 

was the main infl uence in the past. Can this not also be challenged?
There will be a conclusion drawn at the end to explain the candidates overall view – 
even if this is that there is no clear-cut answer.

Level 2
(3 – 5 marks)
Mid mark 4

One of the above will be discussed in detail or a couple of points touched on, but only 
in a relatively superfi cial way.

Level 1
(1 – 2 marks)
Mid mark 2

Whilst there might be some appreciation that evaluation could be carried out and 
indeed there might be the odd comment that suggests an area for potential evaluation, 
it stops at the comment, and the point is not developed. For example:
‘At various times, the UK has had other main infl uences.’
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

This answer was graded as a Pass standard for the following reasons. First it failed to address the set 
question, the analysis was thin with the advantages of trade being merely stated rather than fully explained 
(although the answer was better on the potential benefits). Finally, the evaluation was superficial, as, it is 
very hard to provide convincing evaluation if the candidate fails to answer the set question. 
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Paper 3  Investigation 

Question 1

Transport and the Environment

Discuss the extent to which a more sustainable transport system is being created by UK government 
policy.

Mark Scheme

Candidates should demonstrate that they understand the concept of sustainability and be able to apply this 
concept in a transport context.  They should demonstrate a good understanding of UK government policy 
as it applies to transport, including future proposals.  They should be able to apply a sustainability test to 
the current UK transport situation and the transport system that current policy aims to create.  They should 
use appropriate analytical tools and data to support their arguments.  International comparisons are likely 
to be useful when considering the effectiveness of policy proposals and in making criticisms of the UK 
system. They should reach a clear and well-supported conclusion on the extent to which current policy is 
likely to make the UK transport system more or less sustainable.  Candidates are likely to focus primarily 
on passenger transport.  Those who recognise that freight transport is also part of the problem should be 
rewarded.  Analysis may be assisted by the use of diagrams.  

Answers may include:

Knowledge and understanding of current UK transport policy and sustainability

Examples:

• Existing transport policy as it affects the major modes
• Future proposals for transport policy
• Sustainability in terms of increasing capacity in line with demand
• Sustainability in terms of limiting environmental damage and the depletion of non-renewable resources
• Sustainability in terms of the capacity and effi ciency of the transport systems inherited by future 

generations

Application of sustainability in a UK transport context

Examples:

• Current sustainability problems, including;
•  Congestion
•  Greenhouse gas emissions
•  Use of fossil fuels

• Existing and proposed solutions to these problems, including;
• Road pricing
• Emissions reduction
• Alternative energy sources

Analysis of UK transport policies and their impact on sustainability
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Examples:

• Policies to deal with congestion, notably congestion charging and road pricing
• Policies to improve the effi ciency of the networks, notably integrated transport and reducing bottlenecks 
• Policies to reduce environmental damage, notably taxation, regulation and planning restrictions
• Policies to encourage use of alternative fuels
• Policies to encourage modal shift

Good candidates are likely to support their analysis with appropriate diagrams as well as relevant and recent 
data on, for example, existing traffi c forecasts and the statistical effectiveness of policies in the UK and 
elsewhere.  Extensive use of international examples which are not specifi cally applied to the UK context 
should not be well rewarded.

Evaluation of the extent to which current policy is likely to create a more sustainable transport system

Basic evaluation may take the form of identifying areas in which policy is encouraging sustainability, such as 
congestion charging, and ways in which it is not, such as continued airport expansion.  Candidates at this 
level are likely to understand sustainability in a purely environmental sense.

Stronger candidates are likely to recognise that sustainability is a more complex concept and may even 
explicitly revisit their defi nition of sustainability and evaluate policy in the light of this defi nition:

• Sustainability in terms of increasing capacity in line with demand – to what extent is policy leading to 
infrastructure improvement?  Discussion here may well look at the success/failure of Public Private 
Partnerships (PPP) schemes and the likelihood of direct provision of new infrastructure in future. 
Candidates may consider the nature of market failure in the provision of such infrastructure and the need 
for intervention.  They may contrast the provision of new capacity for the key modes – road, rail and air.  
They may also consider the macro-economic implications of infrastructure provision, or the lack of it, 
particularly relating to business costs and international competitiveness.

• Sustainability in terms of limiting environmental damage and the depletion of non-renewable resources 
– to what extent is policy limiting, or even reversing, destruction of the natural environment, air pollution 
and resource depletion?  Candidates may discuss relevant legislation and its effectiveness, the support 
for alternative fuels and transport technologies and the extent to which this support is likely to result in 
increased sustainability.

• Sustainability in terms of the capacity and effi ciency of the transport systems inherited by future 
generations – to what extent is the transport system left to future generations likely to be more capable 
effi cient than it is at present?  This is a more complex question and requires a combination of factors 
to be considered from the fi rst two bullet points.  Candidates may argue that sustainability requires a 
combination of new infrastructure, managing use of the existing systems more effectively and utilising 
new technologies.

 
Candidates may also consider the political dimension of government policy and the diffi culties of pursuing 
economically necessary but politically unpopular policies.  A relevant example here is likely to be congestion 
charging and road pricing where power has been devolved to local authorities and the electorate.  They may 
argue that it is diffi cult to see some policies being implemented, despite favourable economic arguments, 
because they only give benefi ts to voters in the very long-run.

UK policy may be evaluated in comparison with policies elsewhere and relative success or failure 
considered.  Comparisons should be related to specifi c policies and should consider the similarities and 
differences between economies.

Some candidates may broaden the debate beyond the confi nes of transport policy and suggest that 
planning, housing, energy and education policy, among others, are equally relevant here.  They may argue 
that sustainable transport is not possible in isolation and without fundamental changes to the way in which 
we live, work, shop, school our children and enjoy our leisure time.
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Some students may question the need for government to intervene in transport markets at all and may argue 
that the market mechanism will effectively deal with the sustainability problem by effi ciently allocating scarce 
resources.  Government intervention may well lead to government failure which results in an ineffi cient 
allocation and a reduction in sustainability.

Theory and analysis

Level 4
(18–22 marks)
Mid mark 20

There is clear evidence of a thorough knowledge of what the UK’s transport policies 
are and their likely impact on sustainability.  A range of policies relating to at least two 
of the major modes of transport should be analysed in detail, with supporting data.  At 
the top end there should be comprehensive coverage of the three major modes; road, 
rail and air as well as some references to other modes such as walking and cycling.

Level 3
(12–17 marks)
Mid mark 15

The answer will still address the potential solutions and some of their limitations.  
However, the analysis lacks breadth or depth and is more likely to read as a prepared 
list of advantages or disadvantages rather than a well-structured essay.  Lacking 
critical awareness in some areas.  May only cover policies concerning a narrow range 
of modes.

Level 2
(6–11 marks)
Mid mark 9

Whilst various policies will be considered, there may be some inaccuracies or 
oversimplifi cations – for example, confusing congestion charging with road pricing. Any 
analysis will be very superfi cial – for instance, ‘increased taxation will reduce private 
car usage’.  Limited critical awareness.  May focus narrowly on one or two specifi c 
policies.

Level 1
(1–5 marks)
Mid mark 3

There may well be limited understanding of sustainability or current UK transport 
policy.

Evaluation

Here follows a re-cap of some of the areas that might be included and a breakdown of what will be expected 
at the various Levels.

Issues include:
Which aspects of policy encourage sustainability?
Will policy lead to an increase in capacity?
Will policy lead to a reduction in environmental damage?
Will policy improve the effi ciency of transport networks?
Are policies politically acceptable?
Does sustainable transport lie outside the scope of transport policy alone?
Is intervention needed?

Level 3
(13–18 marks)
Mid mark 16

Given the length of this paper, to achieve this level of evaluation there must be 
signifi cant and comprehensive coverage of several relevant areas.  At the top end of 
this Level, there will signs of real in-depth research and/or originality.  In all cases there 
will be a clear conclusion drawn at the end that relates specifi cally to the set question.

Level 2
(7–12 marks)
Mid mark 10

At least two relevant issues will be considered in reasonable depth but the overall 
scope of evaluation leaves areas unexplored and conclusions may lack any rigorous 
justifi cation.

Level 1
(1–6 marks)
Mid mark 4

Some of the issues that could be open to evaluation may be introduced into the 
discussion but there is no attempt to go further than to show an appreciation of the 
issue – for example, ‘some aspects of policy may encourage sustainability whereas 
others may not’.  There is no attempt to draw together the relevant issues in a 
conclusion.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

The answer begins with a clear explanation of the concept of sustainability and then goes on to 
contextualise the problem with reference to UK transport issues.  The use of economic theory is relevant 
and clearly explained.  Suitable supporting data is utilised to reinforce points.

Coverage of government policy relating to road transport is equally assured and evaluative points are 
clearly stated in context.  The flow of the argument is good.  Coverage of similar issues in the rail industry 
is generally clear and some good evaluative points are made about the difficulties of achieving modal shift.  
Some points in the analysis are unsupported and the basis of the reasoning is not always clear.

The conclusions are rather rushed and it appears that the candidate was running out of time.  As a result the 
essay is weakened as it does not really directly address the question in a holistic manner.  Brief reference to 
the Eddington Report offers some evaluative potential but the comments are rather superficial and the last 
paragraph adds nothing new.

The answer scored 27/40.  The candidate is given credit for clear structure, generally accurate coverage of 
three transport modes and relevant and accurate use of economic theory.  Some illustrative examples are 
not entirely clear and some sweeping and unsupported claims are made. It was awarded Level 3, 16/22 
for theory and analysis.  There are several good evaluation points in the body of the answer but the final 
judgement is disappointingly weak and rather superficial compared with the standard of the rest of the 
answer.   It was awarded Level 2, 11/18 for evaluation.
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Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Examiner Comment

The candidate begins with a clear explanation of sustainability and proceeds to firmly establish the current 
significance of this issue in a transport context.  The framework of government policy is apparent but the 
candidate does not make it clear which aspects of this framework would be regarded as part of sustainable 
transport by an economist.  However, some valid evaluative points are made and some criticism of this 
framework is apparent.

There is a lack of clarity in the paragraph about the Stern review and it is not clear which cost-benefit 
analysis the candidate is referring to.  However, some valid evaluative points about the difficulty in reducing 
aviation emissions are made.  

The candidate is not always sufficiently selective in their use of economic theory and the sections relating 
to roads as public goods and the existence of natural monopoly in the rail industry are not adequately linked 
to the question. There is some good coverage of policy measures designed to increase sustainability and an 
attempt to make an international comparison, although understanding of the congestion charging system in 
Singapore is not clear.  There is also relevant coverage of HS2 and the Eddington Report.

The final judgement is reasonably clear and the conflict between increasing sustainability and economic 
growth is a valid one, although little is made of it.  The concept of road-pricing is introduced right at the end 
as a possible solution, but no profitable use is made of it.

The answer scored 20/40.  The candidate is given credit for reasonably accurate coverage of two transport 
modes and generally relevant use of economic theory.  However, there is a lack of selectivity, some 
inaccuracies and a lack of critical awareness in places. It was awarded Level 3, 12/22 for theory and analysis.  
There are some brief evaluation points in the body of the answer and a decent attempt to come to a 
judgment at the end, but the potentially valid points in this conclusion are not rigorously examined.   It was 
awarded Level 2, 8/18 for evaluation.
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

The candidate begins with a reasonable attempt to define sustainability, but this lacks precision and further 
explanation.  There is also some clear understanding of relevant market failures in the road transport context.  
The candidate also considers air transport and draws a reasonably accurate diagram illustrating the impact 
of negative externalities.  There is some relevant coverage of measures to deal with this market failure and 
a brief comment on elasticity which indicates basic evaluation, although this is not developed.  Coverage of 
the rail industry follows and some relevant points are made, although the candidate does not explicitly tie 
them in with the specific question that has been asked.  

The first explicit link with sustainability since the opening sentence involves outlining the previous 
government’s sustainable transport objectives.  Some of these are relevant but the candidate does not 
recognise that this is a political document and does not therefore differentiate between policies derived from 
economic theory and those influenced by political expediency.  This lack of critical awareness undermines 
their ability to come to a judgment at the end of the answer.

The introduction of the Eddington Report offers some opportunities for limited evaluation.  However, there 
is continued lack of critical awareness here and the candidate accepts Eddington’s recommendations 
uncritically, leading to an overly simplistic conclusion on the benefits of HS2.  Final conclusions seem to be 
based entirely on the Eddington Report rather than the weight of evidence so far accumulated in the essay.  
The final paragraph attempts to draw points together but generally succeeds only in revisiting previous 
comments without adding anything new.

This answer scored 16/40.  The candidate is given credit for a clear structure and demonstrating 
understanding of some of the relevant theory in context.  However, there are some misunderstandings and 
oversimplifications and the answer does not consistently focus on answering the question. It is, in the main, 
a very general answer to a very specific question. It was awarded Level 2, 10/22 for theory and analysis.  
There are also some undeveloped evaluation points in the body of the essay and an attempt to come to a 
conclusion at the end.  However, the conclusion is ultimately unconvincing as it does not seem to be drawn 
from the arguments put forward in the rest of the answer.  It was awarded Level 1, 6/18 for evaluation.
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Question 2

China and the Global Economy

Discuss the extent to which the growth of the Chinese economy in recent years has been benefi cial 
to the global economy.

Mark Scheme

Candidates should demonstrate their understanding of economic growth and its effects on the global 
economy.  They should understand the benefi ts of growth for different groups of countries and economic 
agents in those countries and the limitations of these benefi ts.  They are likely to refer to other key economic 
indicators and the trade-offs that occur as a result of growth, particularly in terms of employment, infl ation 
and the balance of trade.  They may also refer to the impact on standards of living and the environment.  
They should illustrate their answer with examples from China and other selected countries.  They should use 
appropriate analytical tools and data to support their arguments.  They should be able to come to a clear and 
supported conclusion on the extent to which growth is benefi cial.  Good candidates are likely to differentiate 
their conclusions between specifi c groups of countries and/or economic agents.  They are also likely to make 
specifi c reference to the ‘rapid’ nature of the growth in question.  Analysis may be assisted by the use of 
diagrams.

Answers may include:

Knowledge of economic growth

Examples:

• The nature of growth
• Measurement of growth
• Causes of growth

Application of growth in both Chinese and global contexts

Examples:

• Growth rates in China relative to other economies and over time
• Effects of growth on the Chinese economy in terms of key economic indicators
• Effects of growth on other economies in terms of key economic indicators

Analysis of the effects of Chinese economic growth on the global economy

Examples:

• Benefi ts of China’s growth to other economies, including:
• Cheaper consumer goods
• Increased consumer choice
• Lower production costs
• Cheaper component costs
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• Limitations of the benefi ts of growth to other economies, including:
• Infl ationary pressure on commodities
• Structural change
• Environmental damage
• Resource depletion

Candidates should be rewarded for supporting their analysis with diagrams.  For the higher analytical marks 
candidates should be able to support their answer with relevant data on, for example, relative production 
costs, prices of consumer goods, global commodity prices, unemployment levels and CO2 emissions.  Good 
candidates will be able to use data from China and other economies.  Consideration may also extend to the 
effects of economic slowdown and its impact on the global economy

Evaluation of the extent to which growth is benefi cial or harmful

At the lower end, marks should be awarded for recognition that economic growth involves trade-offs and that 
improved living standards for the Chinese population, in terms of employment and living standards, may be 
matched by rising unemployment and declining living standards elsewhere.  There may also be reference to 
the effects on global warming and consumption of fi nite resources, especially energy.  There is not likely to 
be any explicit attempt to deal with the magnitude of these effects. 

At higher levels candidates will be expected to consider how the effects vary:

between different groups of economies, including:

• developed economies
• less developed economies
• transition economies

between different groups of economic agents in other countries, including:

• consumers
• fi rms and their employees in competition with Chinese producers
• fi rms and their employees re-locating production to China
• fi rms and their employees sourcing materials and components from China

This discussion is likely to lead on to a consideration of the response of other economies and trading blocs to 
this phenomenon, including protectionism and its effects on economic effi ciency.

Strong candidates should deal more explicitly with the rapidity of growth and the specifi c problems this 
causes, including;

• commodity infl ation
• rapid structural change
• sustainability issues

Candidates may suggest suitable policies for economies, trading blocs and global fi nancial institutions to 
adopt in order to maximise the benefi ts and minimise the drawbacks.  However, they may also suggest that 
this is a purely academic exercise as there is little that they can do to infl uence the Chinese economy in a 
meaningful way.

Candidates may also consider the magnitude of the impact of the economic slowdown and the extent to 
which lower growth rates in China have had a benefi cial effect on the global economy.  They may explicitly 
contrast the effects on the global economy pre- and post-‘credit-crunch’.
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Theory and analysis

Level 4
(18–22 marks)
Mid mark 20

The answer shows a thorough understanding of the effects of growth on China 
and the world economy.  There will be in-depth analysis of the current benefi ts and 
drawbacks of Chinese growth.  At the top end of this Level, there is likely to be a 
clear distinction of the effects on different groups of countries and economic agents, 
with supporting data.

Level 3
(12–17 marks)
Mid mark 15

A good understanding of growth effectively applied to the current conditions in the 
global economy.  However, the analysis lacks breadth or depth and is more likely to 
read as a prepared list of advantages or disadvantages rather than a well-structured 
essay.  Lacking critical awareness in some areas.

Level 2
(6–11 marks)
Mid mark 9

Some understanding of the effects of growth on the global economy but possibly 
considering it only from the perspective of one country or group of economic agents. 
Any analysis will be very superfi cial, for example, arguing that growth in China leads 
to the loss of manufacturing jobs in the UK. Limited critical awareness.

Level 1
(1–5 marks)
Mid mark 3

There is limited understanding of the concept of growth or no meaningful attempt to 
apply the effects of Chinese economic growth to the global economy.

Evaluation 

Here follows a re-cap of some of the areas that might be included and a breakdown of what will be expected 
at the various Levels.

Issues include:
Which groups/economies are likely to benefi t?
Which groups/economies are likely to suffer?
Do the benefi ts for the global economy outweigh the drawbacks?
How have the policy responses of other economies/trading blocs infl uenced the effects?
What effect does the rapidity of the growth have?
Can policy responses mitigate the negative effects and increase the positive ones?

Level 3
(13–18 marks)
Mid mark 16

Given the length of this paper, to achieve this level of evaluation there must be 
signifi cant and comprehensive coverage of several relevant areas.  At the top end of 
this Level, there will signs of real in-depth research and/or originality.  In all cases there 
will be a clear conclusion drawn at the end that relates specifi cally to the set question.

Level 2
(7–12 marks)
Mid mark 10

At least two relevant issues will be considered in reasonable depth but the overall 
scope of evaluation leaves areas left unexplored and conclusions may lack any rigorous 
justifi cation.

Level 1
(1–6 marks)
Mid mark 4

Some of the issues that could be open to evaluation may be introduced into the 
discussion but there is no attempt to go further than to show an appreciation of 
the issue – for example, ‘there is likely to be a trade off between lower prices and 
higher unemployment’.  There is no attempt to draw together the relevant issues in a 
conclusion.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This answer covers a broad range of topics in an assured and precise manner.  It is focused throughout on 
the demands of the question and builds steadily towards a coherent and well-reasoned conclusion. The use 
of economic theory is frequent, confident and accurate.  It is clear that the student has a comprehensive 
command of both economic theory and the investigation context, although the analysis is weakened slightly 
by limited use of statistics.

There is a good deal of evaluative commentary throughout the text and much of this is very perceptive.  The 
points relating to China’s relationship with Africa, and the suggestion that China could be a role model for 
other developing nations, demonstrate particular insight.  Final conclusions are well-reasoned and clearly 
stem from the previous analysis.  There is a conscious attempt to weigh the magnitude of certain effects and 
to differentiate the impact of China’s growth between different countries and firms.

The answer scored 38/40.  The candidate is given credit for in-depth analysis and making a clear distinction 
between the effects on different groups of countries and firms.  It was awarded Level 4, 20/22 for theory 
and analysis.  Evaluation is comprehensive and persuasive, both in the body of the text and in the final 
judgement.  It demonstrated insight and originality.  It was awarded Level 3, 18/18 for evaluation.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This candidate begins with an assured introduction to the Chinese context and is also able to introduce 
several relevant concepts.  Understanding of these concepts is clear and there is some supporting data.  The 
candidate quickly moves on to informed analysis of some of the key issues.  The analysis is clear and further 
supported with accurate use of economic concepts and some supporting data.  Some perceptive evaluative 
points are made and the analysis is generally focused on the specific question to hand.  

However, there is a lack of depth in some areas and individual statistics are often assumed to make a point 
decisively when they may not.  There are also some points which are not directly relevant to the question 
and areas where the candidate engages in reasonably lengthy description of an issue without utilising 
economic concepts to effectively analyse.

The concluding remarks generally flow from the preceding analysis but the length and depth of evaluation 
is slightly disappointing.  The candidate makes no attempt to deal with the issues mentioned in a 
comprehensive fashion and the conclusions are very general.  No attempt is made to weigh the benefits and 
drawbacks or to draw conclusions specific to certain economies or groups of economic agents.

The answer scored 25/40.  The candidate is given credit for clear structure, generally accurate coverage of a 
good range of relevant issues and use of supporting data.  Some illustrative examples are not entirely clear 
and opportunities to use economic concepts to good effect are not always taken. It was awarded Level 3, 
15/22 for theory and analysis.  There are a good number of evaluative points in the body of the answer but 
the final judgement is rather short and opportunities for developing the points contained therein have not 
been taken. It was awarded Level 2, 10/18 for evaluation.
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Examiner Comment

The candidate begins with a reasonably clear explanation of economic growth and the factors relevant 
in the Chinese context, including some supporting data.  The following section analysing the internal 
macroeconomic response to the economic crisis is not really relevant until the candidate starts to talk 
about the impact of this stimulus package on China’s global position.  The candidate’s explanation of ‘the 
China Price’ is reasonably coherent, as is the analysis of the resultant benefits and drawbacks to the global 
economy.

The candidate struggles to stick to the global context indicated in the title of the topic area and reiterated 
in the question.  As a result they waste time talking about domestic economic and social issues.  Credit is 
only given where the candidate is able to draw out the global implications of these domestic problems. The 
analysis of China’s influence on developing nations is coherent and fluent, with some limited evaluation, 
supporting data and examples.  However, it is rather brief and some points are not fully explained.

The conclusion raises some relevant issues but these are not really developed and some do not draw on the 
previous analysis.  The candidate fundamentally suffers from lack of selectivity and they may well have done 
better if they had stuck to the question and avoided wasting time on issues that were not directly relevant.

The answer scored 19/40.  The candidate is given credit for a fluent and compact answer including 
reasonably accurate coverage of economic growth and two of the global issues that this creates.  However, 
too much of the analysis is not directly relevant to the question. It was awarded Level 3, 12/22 for theory and 
analysis.  There are some brief evaluation points in the body of the answer and a decent attempt to come to 
a judgment at the end, but the potentially valid points in this conclusion are not rigorously examined.   It was 
awarded Level 2, 7/18 for evaluation.
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

This candidate begins with a reasonably clear explanation of economic growth in the Chinese context.  There 
is some explanation of the causes of growth, but this is not comprehensive or convincingly backed up with 
theory.  The candidate then begins to analyse the benefits and drawbacks of growth.  Some valid points 
are made in this analysis but there is an overemphasis on the undervalued Yuan and this, whilst relevant, is 
discussed at excessive length and with insufficient objectivity.

There is also a lack of objectivity and balance in coverage of the environmental issues involved in growth.  
The candidate asserts that China “specialises in low-cost production and thus does not care if they pollute 
much in their own country”.  These are broad assumptions which are not substantiated.  The macroeconomic 
analysis also makes valid points about exported inflation, but it is rather simplistic and the candidate does 
not consider the effect of, for example, increasing imports on the AD of developed nations.  Some relevant 
points are clearly made regarding China’s relationships with the developing world, including some basic 
evaluation.  However, these points lack depth and sophistication.  There is also a lack of objectivity and the 
candidate struggles to stick to the question at hand and is drawn into moralising about China’s trade policy.

In conclusion some valid points are made at some length.  However, they lack sophistication and objectivity 
and there is relatively little economic content or evidence of conclusions which clearly flow from economic 
analysis.

This answer scored 16/40.  The candidate is given credit for a reasonably clear structure and for covering a 
range of relevant points in context.  However, there is very limited effective use of economic concepts and 
a lack of sophistication and objectivity throughout the answer. The candidate displays a clear antagonism 
towards the Chinese economic model which gets in the way of reasoned discussion. It was awarded Level 
2, 10/22 for theory and analysis.  There are few evaluation points in the body of the essay and, although a 
conscious attempt is made at the end to come to a clear conclusion, the final comments lack economic 
rigour.  It was awarded Level 1, 6/18 for evaluation.
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Question 3

Expansion of the EU

Discuss the extent to which all the expected economic advantages of EU enlargement will have been 
achieved within the next ten years.

Mark Scheme

Candidates should be familiar with the purpose of the EU and with the rationale for enlargement.  They 
should have an awareness of the countries involved in the enlargement process and an appreciation of 
the economic characteristics of these countries.  Candidates should be familiar with the experience of 
enlargement to date and the extent to which the expected benefi ts have been realised.  They should also 
consider the prospects for the future.  They should use appropriate analytical tools and data to support their 
arguments.  They should reach a clear and well-supported conclusion on the extent to which the advantages 
of the enlargement process have already been met, or are likely to be so within ten years.  Good candidates 
are likely to look at the issue from the perspective of different groups of EU member states.  Analysis may be 
assisted by the use of diagrams.

Answers may include:

Knowledge of the EU and enlargement

Examples:

• The nature and purpose of the EU
• The process of enlargement to date
• Prospective future enlargements

Application of the economic arguments for enlargement in context

Examples:

• Identify lower cost economies
• Increased internal market size
• Increased labour mobility and labour market fl exibility
• Greater growth prospects for all states
• Increased global infl uence

Analysis of the experience of enlargement so far and its future prospects

Examples of benefi ts, including:

• Trade creation
• Economic growth
• Increased labour market fl exibility

Examples of limitations and problems, including:

• Trade diversion
• EU budgetary problems
• Structural change, unemployment and social problems
• Lack of market harmonisation
• Infl ationary pressure in new member states
• Lack of fi scal harmonisation
• Diffi culties in maintaining fi scal discipline



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu170

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Candidates should be rewarded for supporting their analysis with diagrams, including AS/AD analysis.  
They may also introduce relevant economic concepts such as comparative advantage.  For the higher 
analytical marks candidates should be able to support their answer with relevant comparative data on 
economic indicators in the new member states and the EU15 as well as aggregated data for the EU.  Strong 
candidates may also compare performance with major global competitors and consider the effects on 
international competitiveness

Evaluation of the extent to which the benefi ts of enlargement are likely to be realised

Evaluation is likely to consider whether tangible benefi ts can be observed to date and whether the prospects 
for future benefi ts within ten years are good or not.  At the lower end, candidates are likely to draw 
conclusions which identify some gains, such as lower production costs for EU fi rms, and some drawbacks, 
such as loss of manufacturing jobs in the EU15 countries.  They may recognise that this is a ‘trade-off’ but 
are unlikely to deal with the magnitude of these effects.

Stronger candidates are expected to look at this question explicitly from the perspective of different groups of 
member states, or even from individual states.  For example:

• Has the effect of migrant labour been benefi cial or detrimental to the EU15?
• Have the Accession 8 countries (A8) benefi ted or lost from increased employment opportunities abroad 

and remittances received?
• Have EU fi rms and consumers benefi ted or lost from increased market size?

They may also look at the prospects for future costs or benefi ts in specifi c areas. For example:

• What are the prospects for future harmonisation?
• Will the Eurozone continue to expand and will this bring benefi ts or costs?
• Will EU budgetary problems be resolved?

For the higher evaluation marks candidates are likely to look at the question from the perspective of the EU 
as a whole and may wish to revisit the objectives of the EU and consider whether enlargement is likely to 
improve or reduce the chances of meeting these objectives.  Candidates may contrast the static costs and 
benefi ts generated in the enlargement phase with the dynamic changes that are likely to be encountered in 
the long-run.  They may also deal explicitly with the challenges that the EU faces from its major competitors, 
including Japan, USA, China and India.  They should reach clear conclusion regarding the extent to which 
enlargement has strengthened the position of the EU nations in the global economy.

It is reasonable for candidates to make reference to the wider social and political objectives of the EU as well 
as the social and political issues and obstacles related to enlargement.  However, these points should be 
peripheral to the answer which should focus on the economic issues.
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Theory and analysis

Level 4
(18–22 marks)
Mid mark 20

The answer shows a thorough knowledge of the issue of enlargement, its benefi ts 
and drawbacks. There is an explanation of the rationale behind such expansion and 
explicit analysis of a wide range of relevant economic issues, supported by reference 
to the effects of enlargement to date.  At the top end of this level there should be 
some analysis of how the effects have varied among member states, with supporting 
data.

Level 3
(12–17 marks)
Mid mark 15

The effects of enlargement of the EU are analysed in the context of EU economic 
objectives.  However, the analysis lacks breadth or depth and is more likely to read 
as a prepared list of advantages or disadvantages, possibly more focussed on EU 
membership, rather than a well-structured essay. Lacking critical awareness in some 
areas.

Level 2
(6–11 marks)
Mid mark 9

Some inaccuracies either with regard to the economic advantages or the experience 
of enlargement. Causal links between enlargement and the likely economic outcomes 
for EU member states are established but tenuous.  Limited critical awareness.

Level 1
(1–5 marks)
Mid mark 3

There is limited understanding of the economic advantages of the EU and/or what is 
meant by EU enlargement.

Evaluation

Here follows a re-cap of some of the areas that might be included and a breakdown of what will be expected 
at the various Levels.

Issues include:
What have been the tangible benefi ts of enlargement to date?
What drawbacks have been experienced?
How do these effects vary between member states?
What are the future prospects?
What dynamic benefi ts/costs can be expected over time?
Has enlargement strengthened the global position of the EU?

Level 3
(13–18 marks)
Mid mark 16

Given the length of this paper, to achieve this level of evaluation there must be 
signifi cant and comprehensive coverage of several relevant areas.  At the top end 
of this Level, there will signs of real in-depth research and/or originality.  In all cases 
there will be a clear conclusion drawn at the end that relates specifi cally to the set 
question.

Level 2
(7–12 marks)
Mid mark 10

At least two relevant issues will be considered in reasonable depth but the overall 
scope of evaluation leaves areas left unexplored and conclusions may lack any 
rigorous justifi cation.

Level 1
(1–6 marks)
Mid mark 4

Some of the issues that could be open to evaluation may be introduced into the 
discussion but there is no attempt to go further than to show an appreciation of the 
issue – for example, ‘consumers have benefi ted from lower prices but some have 
lost their jobs’.  There is most unlikely to be any attempt to draw together the relevant 
issues in a discussion.
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Examiner Comment

This candidate clearly understands the history of the EU (although this in itself is not likely to gain many 
marks) and the current context of enlargement.  Several key issues are considered in considerable detail.  
Analysis is generally assured and fluent.  The candidate uses relevant economic theory and supports their 
arguments with data.  There is a lack of selectivity in places and the lengthy discussion of the crisis in 
Greece gains little extra credit as it is not successfully linked to EU enlargement.  

Some analytical points lack clarity and there is a lack of critical awareness in places where sweeping 
statements are made but not explained or supported.  For example, the implied link between enlargement 
and falling airfares.

There are a good number of evaluative points made throughout the essay and some extra credit is gained 
for the final conclusion which identifies some opportunity costs (although they are not identified as such).  
However, some points in the conclusion lack rigour and are not effectively linked to the question.

The answer scored 29/40.  The candidate is given credit for clear structure and accurate coverage of a good 
range of relevant issues. There is also some good use of supporting data.  There is a lack of selectivity in 
places and some unsupported claims made, but there is a good amount of solid analysis to outweigh these 
weaknesses.  It was awarded Level 3, 17/22 for theory and analysis.  There is generally good evaluation 
throughout the answer.  The final judgment makes some good points but is disappointingly lacking in rigour 
in places.  It was awarded Level 2, 12/18 for evaluation.
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Examiner Comment

This candidate begins with a reasonably clear explanation of enlargement and identifies one of the primary 
aims of the process.  They then go on to analyse this aim with some precision.  Several other aims are then 
considered in turn and the analysis is generally accurate and fluent, with some illustration of points by the 
use of diagrams.  Data is also used to contextualise and reinforce the analysis.  Generally the analysis is 
effectively focused on the question, but occasionally the candidate slips into lengthy coverage of issues 
which are not directly relevant, such as the workings of the CAP.

The candidate offers some evaluative points in the body of the answer but also successfully deals with some 
new points in the concluding paragraphs.  There are some perceptive points relating to the global context 
and relevant comments made about the limitations of the analysis offered so far.  The candidate attempts 
to consider the ten-year timescale referred to in the question, but is not entirely successful in making these 
points count.

The answer scored 24/40.  The candidate is given credit for clear structure, generally accurate coverage of 
a good range of relevant issues and use of supporting data.  Some of the issues analysed were not directly 
relevant to the question.  It was awarded Level 3, 15/22 for theory and analysis.  There are few evaluative 
points in the body of the answer but the final judgment offers some new points which are generally well 
made, although the final paragraph adds little. It was awarded Level 2, 9/18 for evaluation.
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Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Examiner Comment

This response opens with an attempt to clearly identify the aims of enlargement, but is only partially 
successful.  The candidate then goes on to analyse the theory behind some of these aims and generally 
succeeds.  However, there are some errors of fact, some points which are not relevant to the discussion and 
some points which lack clarity.  

The candidate attempts to support their arguments with data and diagrams.  However, the diagrams are 
generally not explained or utilised in an effective way to further the credibility of the analysis.  Coverage of 
the Euro and the CAP are both potentially relevant in this context, but the candidate does not successfully 
link them into the question.

There is some evaluation in the body of the answer.  The candidate also makes an attempt to evaluate 
against the aims of enlargement stated in the first paragraph.  However, as these aims are inaccurate, the 
conclusions are weakened.  The remainder of the conclusion is concerned with discussion of the Euro and 
speculation about future enlargement, neither of which add anything of significance to the answer.

The answer scored 20/40.  The candidate is given credit for some good passages of analysis and the use of 
relevant diagrams.  However, the candidate is not very selective in their use of material and does not use 
the diagrams to their full advantage.  It was awarded Level 3, 12/22 for theory and analysis.  There are some 
clear evaluation points in the body of the answer and an attempt is made to conclude logically, but this is 
flawed and the final conclusions lack relevance and rigour.   It was awarded Level 2, 8/18 for evaluation.
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Examiner Comment

This response begins with a general introduction to some of the purposes of the EU which, whilst of 
relevance, is not the central thrust of the question.  Examples which attempt to place the issue in context 
are weakened by lack of clarity or relevance.  There follows a reasonably accurate explanation of some of the 
underpinnings of the EU, but they are also not applied to the enlargement context.  This theme continues 
with discussion of the Euro and unemployment, once again not placed in the enlargement context.

The candidate offers some evaluative commentary in the body of the answer and highlights some limitations 
and drawbacks of the EU project.  They also make a valiant attempt to come to a conclusion at the end, but 
the comments made are very general and don’t add anything of significant merit. 

This answer scored 16/40.  The candidate is given credit for valid analysis of some general issues relating to 
the EU.  However, the candidate has not really addressed the question and tailored their arguments to fit the 
context of EU enlargement. It was awarded Level 2, 9/22 for theory and analysis.  There are a few evaluation 
points in the body of the essay which are generally clearly explained.  However, the final conclusion is vague 
and lacks support.  It was awarded Level 1, 7/18 for evaluation.
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