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Where is The National Forest?
The National Forest covers 200 square miles o
English Midlands. The National Forest is easily
accessible by regular bus and rail services from
nearby towns and cities. It is an area which used to
be forested and where the forests are being grown
again to help to protect the environment.

Why do we need The National Forest?
The National Forest is changing an area badly
scarred by past mineral workings which was also
one of the least wooded areas in the country. From
one of the country’s least wooded regions, the goal
for The National Forest is to increase woodland
cover to about a third of all the land within its
boundary. The National Forest is about so much
more than trees — magnificent though those trees
will one day become. It is a great act of creation that
is transforming the land use, landscape, economy
and social fabric of 200 square miles of England.
The Forest boundary was drawn to embrace a wide
variety of landscapes, some fine, some in need of
some tender loving care and some in desperate
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How biqg is The National Forest?

The boundary for The National Forest is fixed and
covers 200 square miles. At the start of the project,
woodland covered only 6% of the axga. The aim is
that woodland will cover approximateyxa third of the
area, a third will remain in agriculture the rest
towns and villages.

What species of trees are plante
The aim is for an approximate split of 60% b
and 40% conifer. The most commonly plante
broadleaf species are oak and ash with an
increasingly large proportion of poplar. Conifers
planted are primarily Corsican and Scots pine.
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new woodland planting with the creation of new
habitats and the management of existing sites of
conservation interest. Widespread benefits to nature
will result from the protection and better
management of existing sites, new woodland
planting and the creation of other habitats that
reflect the area's ecological character. This provides
the chance to redress significantly the losses of all
habitat types that the area has faced in the past due
to factors such as urban development, mineral
action and changing agricultural practices.
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How many trees will be planted?

The aim is that woodland will cover approximd
third of the area. In the region of 20 million tre
eventually be planted. Over six million trees have
been planted to date (March 2006).

How long will it take?
It is estimated that it will take 30 to 40 year
However, the aim is for it to be an evolvin
forest with an ongoing planting program
grow at different rates depending on t
Yews can grow for a thousand year
can be grown and felled in only 20
that an oak takes 200 years to gr
mature and 200 years to die.

What about wildlife?
The development of The ional Forest offers
opportunities to create ide range of wildlife
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year, fun, entertainment
nto one. Children and
its indoors, tackle the
ult course outdoors and take a ride on our

am train. Indoors there are 4 discovery zones
designed for children and adults of all ages. There is
also a Tree Top Walk in the Discovery Centre and
indoor play centre for children at Waterside. Outdoor
activities include lakeside walks, sculpture & nature
trails, an assault course, train rides, playgrounds
and water play!

To discover information on the exciting events and
activities avai onkers, including live music
perfq
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success so far. Now we have the next 10 years to look
forward to and there is still a huge amount to do.
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