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Mount  Pinatubo 1991 Eruption
The Mountain that Woke the World

CASE STUDY Timeline of Major Events

1992July 16, 1990

7.8 earthquake

April 1991

Magma 
begins to rise in 
Mount Pinatubo.

June 12, 1991

Philippine Independence 
Day, interrupted by 

first eruption.

June 15, 1991

Pinatubo explodes 
with an ash cloud rising 

35 km into the air.

Ashbelt encircles
the globe in the 

following months.
The  arrival of

Typhoon Yunya.

June 17, 1991

Mount Pinatubo explodes in the second largest eruption of the 
twentieth century.

Mid-day one week after the eruption.

Mudflow and lahars covered many 
homes.

Ash and heavy rains associated with 
Typhoon Yunya caused havoc in 
urban areas.
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Manila, Philippines

Average annual precipitation:     2026 mm
Mean temperature:                           27 °C

Pinatubo eruption kills 

800 people and over a 

million animals.  Tens of 

thousands left displaced.

Manila News

   

U.S. Air Base and 

 Naval Base help evacuate 

thousands; bases 

abandoned due to 

immense destruction.

Manila News
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Mount  Pinatubo 1991 Eruption
The Mountain that Woke the World

CASE STUDY Timeline of Major Events

1992July 16, 1990

7.8 earthquake

April 1991

Magma 
begins to rise in 
Mount Pinatubo.

June 12, 1991

Philippine Independence 
Day, interrupted by 

first eruption.

June 15, 1991

Pinatubo explodes 
with an ash cloud rising 

35 km into the air.

Ashbelt encircles
the globe in the 

following months.
The  arrival of

Typhoon Yunya.

June 17, 1991

Mount Pinatubo explodes in the second largest eruption of the 
twentieth century.

Mid-day one week after the eruption.

Mudflow and lahars covered many 
homes.

Ash and heavy rains associated with 
Typhoon Yunya caused havoc in 
urban areas.
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AIR PHOTOGRAPH OF LAKE LOUISE, ALBERTA
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The topographic map is based on information taken from the National Topographic System map sheet number:  82/N8 Edition 7 (Lake Louise, Alberta), ©1996
Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, reproduced with permission of Natural Resources Canada.

The Air Photograph is based on information taken from the collection of the National Air Photo Library – Photograph A24739-106 (Lake Louise, Alberta), ©1977 
Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, reproduced with permission of Natural Resources Canada.
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