1995 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

SOCIETY AND CULTURE

In 1995, 2715andidates presentédr the examination in Society and Cultureydiom 728

sat for the 3 Unit (Additional) paper. This was the first year of the examination of the revised 2
Unit Syllabus, withthe examinatiortime being reduced towo hoursand a revisednark
allocation for thecompulsorySection I. Students were required to attempt Section | and two
Depth Studies.

2/3 UNIT

SECTION | : Concepts and Methodologies of the Syllabus

Questionl

Students were shown four pictures depicting

1. The flag raising ceremony involving Governor Phillip;
2. Voters on election day;

3. An anti-nuclear demonstration.

4 A Students' Representative Council Meeting.

This was a compulsory question with a revised mark allocation. Students should béhatvare
not all parts of this question are of equal value; more time should, therefore, be allocated to part
(d) which has a revised mark value of 12 marks.

The majority of candidates appreciatéite increase irmarks allocated toQuestion 1 and,
consequently, gave it more time.

@ Distinguish between the concepts of “power' and “authority'.
What changes are taking place in attitudes towards authority?
Outline ways in whictONE of these changes will have a significant impact on future Australian
society.

In the betterresponses students offeratkfinitions and gaveexamples, some
discussing political changes, e.g. republicaniimjted powers ofthe monarch in
Britain, Mabo or the power of rich entrepreneurs ((Super Leagtreeaylobalisation of
the media).

Weaker candidatesiled todistinguishadequately betweepower and authority and
depended greatly on the stimulus material.
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(b) You are a researcher who has been employed to conduct social research.
Identify ONE topic that you would choose to research.
State the relevant issues that you would investigate.
State ONE methodology that you would use in yowgsearch, and briefly explain why this
methodology is appropriate.

Responses here were good; here the majority of candidates dionpdy restate their
P.1.P. research, but chose an issue or methodology wpdrentlywas not related to
their P.1.P. This clearly indicated that students are aware of the role ofissgesd and
research methodology as being an integral part otdlese and not just something
done and forgotten witthe completion of the PR. It waspleasing to notéhat the
majority of candidates had naroblem in idenfying a socialissuethat was worth
investigating.

Weaker responses were those in which candidates chose exceptionally broad issues, for
example, unemployment in Australia. As a result of these students had a broad-based
methodology with some suggesting interviews for such an issue.

(c) This part included a picture of a multi-racial group.
What changes have taken place in the ethnic composition of Australian society in theelatst
years?
What forces, BOTH inside and outside Australia, have brought about these changes?

In the betteresponsesandidates identified differemtaves of migration and offered
explanations, illustrating the fact thatulticulturalism was/is apecific government
policy and a move away from assimilation.

In poorer responsesandidates failed to dealith the forces both inside and outside
Australia which have brought about change. Thesponses offered only a broad
discussion of change.

(d) Three population graphi®r 1931, 1981 and 2031 (Age and Sex Distribution in Austrai@ye
included here.
What changes in the composition of the age structures are apparent between 1931 and 19817
What could be the underlying trends that might lead to the forecast for 2031?
What changes in institutions and institutional structures are needed to respond to these changes?

The betteranswers distinguishdoktween institutions and institutional structures, e.g.
work as the institution. In thesesponsegandidates also contendéthtimmigration

is theonly way by whichthe 2031 pyramidcould achieve itsumbersand shape,
identifying many changes in age structures rather than only one.

Weaker answers showedagk of understanding othe pyramid graphs and did not
addresghe changes in institutions asttuctures. Sommdicated that the candidates
were unsure of the meaning of the tenstitution
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SECTION Il : Depth Studies

Question? : InterculturalCommunication

This depth study attracted approximately 22% of the candidature.

EITHER

(@)

OR
(b)

Culture affects both one's own behaviour and the way one interprets the behaviour pf
others.

How does culture influence the communication process?
In your answer, explaitnow an understanding dfimilarities and diffeences carlead to better
intercultural communication. Refer to your cultural experieacel your study of anothecultural

group.

Good responses addressaltl parts of the question, demonstrating a relationship
between concepts and examples and tying thegsbetguestion. Theseanswers
showedthat students werable toshow an applation of the theory of intercultural
communication and aound understanding @bcial literacywhen referring taheir

own cultural experience and their study of another cultural group. The better candidates
gave a balanced response to all sections of the question.

In the weakeresponsexandidates gave either a description of thenroainication
model or a venybrief answerlacking in concepts. Some ofthese weresimply a
rephrasing ofthe question, while others offered merely superficial examples,
addressing only one of the requirements.

Select and describe a situation of intercultural misunderstanding that you have studied.
Identify the factors that have contributed to this situation.
In your answer, refer tat leastTWO of the following:

. codes and cues
. prejudice

. group identity

. tradition.

Good responses followethe format of the question and gave a well constructed
answer. Many describedtercultural misunderstandingnd then explained howtied

into their interpretation. Some presented the second part of the question separately and,
after defining the concept, they then linked it carefully to the description explaining how
their two specific points contributed to misunderstanding.

In weakerresponsesandidates either did n@nswerthe question orfailed to go
beyond a description of the specific situatioBome oftheseresponses wergery
vague or failed to show hothe chosen situatiomvas intercultural. Someignored the
guestion format and their answers became repetitive.
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Question3 : ReligionandBelief

Approximately 24% of candidates answered this Depth Study.

Many students compared religions such Hisduism or Islam with denominations of
Christianity,such as Catholicism. limnese instances studenisedthe rituals, beliefsetc of
Catholicism,totally ignoring rituals, beliefsetc, of otherdenominations withirthe Christian
religion. In afew cases students compared amhtrasted Catholicism anithe Anglican
religion as being two separate religions.

EITHER

€) The question included a photograph of a wedding party.
What activities and beliefs do we commonly call religious?
What is meant by “secularisation'?
To what extent do religious beliefs and practices influence contemporary society?

In good responsesandidatesshowed an understanding aétivities and beliefs we
commonly call religiousas well as the concept sécularisation These students took
a structured approach to answerthg last part of thguestion by first describing the
specific religious belief or préice and thenshowingits influence odack of influence
on contemporary society.

OR

(b) Compare and contrast how any TWO religions have or mteesponded to changes in tkeciety
around them. In your answer, refer to THREE of the following:

institutional structures

practices

beliefs

relationships with other social institutions

symbols and rituals.

L] L] L] L] L]

Weaker answerfailed to define or describe activities and beliefstwb religions.
Many completely ignored the neetbr explanation andmade no mention of
secularisation, while otheshowed acompletelack of understanding of this specific
concept.

Questior¥ : Sociallnequality,PrejudiceandDiscrimination

This depth study attracted approximately 78% of the candidature.

Responses were, dhe whole, well integratecshowed a highevel of social literacyand an
excellentunderstanding and analysis of course concepts appropritéite ttepthstudy. An
appropriate application of examples, facts and figures was evident in the better responses.
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EITHER

@ Here candidates were shown a cartoon illustrating prejudice and discrimination.

The way in which social inequality is presented in the media can reinforce prejudices and
discrimination.

Explain what you understand by “prejudice' and “discrimination'.

In what ways might media coverage of issues reinforce discrimination and prejudice?
In your answer, refer to TWO of the following:

. gender

age

disability

race

social class.

L] L] L] L]

The better candidates clearly illustrated a depth of understanding gbriepitliceand
discrimination Many showed gerceptive analysis othe role of themedia in
perpetuating stereotypes and rimaking the community aware of the existence of
inequality in society. Examples chosen weraccurate,contemporary andeasily
integrated into the entireesponse; some studenéeknowledged sourcewithin
examples used.

Weaker responsafid notdeal with all aspects of thguestion and had difficulty in
defining the concepts. These answers includadcuratenformation, while examples
given were unbalanced in coverage and scopesoine responsesandidates either
misinterpreted the question or their responses were far too brief.

OR

(b) What do you understand by “social inequality'?
Discuss how effectively social inequality has been reduced in Australia.
In your answer, refer to TWO groups within society that you have studied.

In the betterresponsescandidatesshowed a very sound understanding soicial
inequality and its implications in society. By usimgppropriate exampleghese
responsegffectively analysedhow social inequalityhas or has nobeen reduced in
Australia over a period of time. Many dfe betterresponses usestatistics and
references from acknowledged sources to substattitigiteargument. Analysis of the
two groups chosen fronwithin a specific societywas well balanced and often
integrated in a sophisticated manner.

Weaker answers showett only candidates' difficulty imsingthe concepts in the
question, but also little or no use of further course concepts. These respodseisto
be emotional and theviews reflected the studentsbias.  Poorer responses
misinterpreted thequestion, wereanecdotal and limited in theidiscussion of the
guestion asked.
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Questions : Work, LeisureandSport

This depth study attracted approximately 48% of the candidature.

Significantly more students answered 5taan5(b). In 5(a) changes ie nature ofwork,
leisure and sport were well understood but their impact on personal identity was less so.

This was an importamart of thequestion,yet many candidates onladdressed it ithe two
concluding paragraphs. 16(b) the changing patterns of leisure asgort were well
understood, althougtime concept omarketing them was not. It Bxpected that candidates
should beable touse course concepisore often andmore accurately, as well as giving
specific examples and factual evidence.

EITHER

(@) Rapid changes are taking place in work, leisure, and sport.

Briefly discuss some changes in TWO of the following:

. work
. leisure
. sport.

In what ways have these changes had an impact on personal identity?

The better candidates presented clearly the relationship between work, leisspornd
and analysed well the concept of their impactpensonal identity. These candidates
discussedhe changes iboth historical and contemporary contexi®heir conceptual
understanding wasezrly indicated by themse of termsrather thansimply quoting
learned definitions, while thearguments were supported wgpecific examples and
factual evidence.

Weaker responses were vdrgsic with limited definitions andhowing little or no
understanding of related concepts. Some candidatgsan opportunity to bemotive

with sweeping generalisations replacing case studies of examples to illustrate a point of
personal identity.

OR

(b) To what extent is marketing changing patterns of EITHER leisure OR sport?
In your answer, refer to THREE of the following:
. ethics

gender

social class

politics

technology

tourism

environment

media.

L] L] L] L] L] L] L]
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The better candidatesddressed conceptsealtly and in an integratedliscussion.
Marketing and advertising patterns were shown both historically and in a contemporary
setting to have changed leisuresport. These candidatessed good examples with
supporting evidence and clearly indicated which three of the given comsmgtdeing
explored.

Poorer responsesgain were very basic arghowedlittte understanding of course
concepts. Some candidatessaw this as an opportunity et on asoap boxabout
Super League running the game of football, etc.

Question6 : PopularCulture

This depth study attracted 25% of candidates in this first year as a new option.

Here students were given a concept map showing the interrelationship of issues relating to popular culture.

EITHER

€)) The concept map above identifies ways in which issues relating to popular culture are interrelated.
Select FOUR of these issues and show how they are interconnected in your particular case study of a
popular culture.

Good responses displayed an ability to link course concepts to a specific case study and
included appropriatexamples. Theseandidatesused theorists tsubstantiate their

ideas and defined therminology used; somperceived paradoxes the nature of
popular culture.

Weaker responses dealt only superficially wita concepts anshowedlittle capacity
to link them in any way. Aspects dhe question were omitted or ignored and
examples given were often vague.

OR

(b) How is popular culture created?
How is popular culture controlled?
In your answer, refer to local, national, and global aspects.

In the betterresponsesandidatesshowed that they were aware of a variety of
influences on the nature of popular culture other thamtbdia. Theseandidates
referred to theorists as well as handlthg local, national and globebmponents at a
sophisticated level.

Weaker answers omitted aspectstit# question andshowed little capacity to link
concepts. Some candidates tended to presgmtepared material whichwas not
developed in relation to the question. Many made sweeping statemesisnaadised
doubtful case studies of popular culture suchegemite
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3 UNIT
Questionl

(@) It has been argued that rich countries have been responsible for the emergence df poor
countries.

Critically discuss this statement.
In your answer, use ONE of the following pairs of concepts:

. colonialism/dependence
. industrialisation/Westernisation
. world system/interdependence.

Good responsesicluded both integration and analysistioé question in relation to a
specific concept pair as well as integrating other linked conceptsnedgrnisation,
ethnocentrism, acculturation, secularisation The better candidateshowed an
understanding ofthe term emergence incorporating this in theiranswer which
integrated withcourse aims. These candidates recognistttht there are different
possible interpretations of the quotation.

Weaker responsedid not recognise thessuesinvolved in thequestion and offered
valuejudgments with neevidence, or gavpreparedanswers orthe country studied
without referring to the question.

(b) Understanding continuity and change requires knowledge not only of social revolution
but also of social evolution.

What do you understand by the concepts of social revolution and social evolution?
How doesONE theory of social change help you to expl&hrHER social revolution ORsocial
evolution?

The better candidates made a sophisticated distinction between the specific two concepts
with a thorough integration and analysis of theory being propounded. These candidates
showed goodchoice of theory to linksocial revolutionand social evolutionwith
examples to illustrate their answer.

Weaker studentfailed to relaterevolution/evolutionto a social change anddicated
that they had misunderstood the concestoafal revolution

(c) This part included a document headed 1886 Rules for Teachers.
Identify values and beliefs that are apparent in the above document.
What factors have been responsible for bringing about changes in these values and beliefs?

The better candidates were able to identify changes in social expectations, particularly in
the role of women, and through the rise of feminism. Suactdidates were aware not
only of social controls but also of the fact that the advent of a more pluralistic
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societymight well see tolerance ofider parameters for behaviour, e.g. dress codes,
marital status, political activism.

Weaker responses wel@ief, showing poor insightinto the expected level of
conceptual understanding dfie question. These candidates tended to rewrite the
stimulus, making little or no commeniheir answerscontained no links tthe 1886
schedule or current practices, thus failing to identify factors for change.

Question?
Answer EITHER (a) OR (b) OR (c).

In this question very high standards wewhieved bymany 3 Unit students.The better
answers datured not only outstandingse of course concepts, but aldaoice of relevant
examples which enabled these students not only to answer the question in full, but also to show
a depth of understanding of its complexities and subtleties. These studentablgete
incorporate a wide variety of curresitawithin aframework ofdetailed theoreticahnalysis.

Their essays showed excellent planning and logical development which was at all times directly
related to the question as asked.

Poorer responsdended to includéessrelevantinformation and, irfact, some studentsied
unsuccessfully to fipreparedanswers into the framework of the questions. Understanding of
the course concepts was also lacking in these responses.

EITHER

@ You are employed by your local council as a consultannvestigate an importanbumanissue
affecting the local community. You have been directed to use action-research methéatojmgy
investigation.

In your answer:

(@ name and describe the human issue selected by you for action research;

(i) outline your action-research plan for this investigation;

(iii) evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using action-research methodology.

This attracted thgooorest responses, studebtng unclear about what constituted a
human issuand what issues would fall within the domain of the local council. Few of
those whoattempted this question understood wheats meant byaction-research
methodologyinterpreting it as meaning any research methoddloggrequiredaction

by the researcher, e.g. interview, survey, etc.

OR
(b) The process of Westernisation is to a large extent also a process of Modernisa{ion.
(@ Critically discuss this statement by distinguishing between Westernisation and
Modernisation.
(i) Evaluate the impact of EITHER Westernisation OR Modernisationthe country you

have studied
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In your answer, refer to ONE of the following aspects of society and culture:

. individual

. small social group

. larger social institution
. national level.

Good responses to this question discusesiically the differences between the
concepts of Modernisation and Westernisation. Thesponses also demonstrated
that candidatew/ere able to evaluatanddiscussthe positives and negatives of these
two processes. lthe betterresponses students also showleat theywere able to
confine themselves to one of the aspects of society listdek guestion, vizthat they
were able to display a deep knowledge and understanding of the country chosen.

OR
(c) Here candidates were given a cartoon depicting a couple watching or listening to the news.
(@ To what extent is theory useful for predicting the future?
(i) How does ONE theory explain continuity and change in ONE aspect of society and iculture

the country you have studiéd

Evaluate the usefulnesstbis theory in predicting the future of this aspect.
What other explanations or factors might need to be taken into account?

Some of those whattempted this question were unable differentiate between
strategiedor predicting the futuree.g. scenarios, trend extrapolation, Delgit, and
theories of social change. Good responses contained an evaluatioruséfileess of
the theory discussed and an examination of a variety of factors affecting social change.

PERSONAL INTEREST PROJECT

In 1995, 2725 Personal Interest Projects were examined and again showed high koaéd of
research and commitment by the students.

Good projects showed students to be Isaitially literateand ethicalresearchers. Thework
had a clear focus which was directly related to both the content and the concepts of the Society
and Culture Course.

Those PIPs which featured primary research findiniggeck their original data to thg@ork of
other researchers in the field. The best candidates showed not only excellent integdstan of
from a variety of sources, but also awareness thé strengths and weaknesses of the
methodologies usedThese students wereretul to acknowledge thmtellectualproperty of
others by fully referencingll secondary sourcesThe importance of fully acknowledging
the work of others cannot be over-emphasised.
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Weaker PIPs tended to be those not directly related to the content or conceptoafdbe In
thesePIPs candidates alstailed to makefull use oftheir research data, seeing the gathering
and recording of data as an end in itself instead of the starting point for analysis.

Care should be taken with topicselection; the Syllabus is
quite clear about ethical implications in thisarea. Students
should consider theethical implications of the topic they
choose and the methodologies they employ tesearch that
topic. (Society and Culture Syllabus, p.57).

In the earlystages otopic selection teachers need to display guidance concerning the topics,
which may, by their very nature, lead the student into material which could cause concern.

Students are advised to choose topics which have real interest for them and are manageable.

Topics whichare addressed in a descriptivgay need also to contaissessment and
evaluation of findings.

Careful and serious selection and editing of material is recommended.

Students need to be made familiar with the implications of the act of plagiarisnaetibérate
and naive.

Attention is also drawn to the following points:

. Legibility should be &actor in the student's choice fiints when word processing,
with double-spacing being preferred.

. Photographsillustrative material and othedata need to be relevant to the Central
Material and discussed within it.

Any material not referred to in the text should be omitted. All snaterialshould be
fully referenced.

. The identification of individuals and locations should be avoided for ethical reasons.

The Sylabus states'students need torespect confidentiality when undertaking
their research”. No individuals, schools docationsshould be named within the
project.
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Over-length PIPs are now less prevalent. It is important, however, toatbemion to
theword limits outlined in theSyllabus. Most studentstayed within thet000 word
limit of the Central Material, but the IntroductioBonclusion and Log need to stay
within their specified limits also.

PIPs should be presented in the manner outlined on pagethé Syllabus. "Extras"
such as Statements lwitent, Synopsis, separate Methodologgestion and extensive
Appendices do not advantagfee student andanay detact from the quality of the
finished product.

All pages need to be fixed inside the cover provided.

1995 Higher School Certificate
Examination Report Page 12
Society and Culture



