1995 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

MALAY

In 1995 118candidates presentddr the examinations in Malay. All of these candidates
presented for the 2/3 Unit (Common) Paper and 48 presented for the 3 Unit Examination.

2/3 UNIT (COMMON)

Section | : Reading Skills
Questionl

This question required candidates to read passages artlen toanswer a set of questions,
some of which focused acaspects of the individugassages and others tire over-arching
theme of the modern family and the contrast between traditional family values and materialism.

Although the language level oboth passages wawell understood, somdundamental
distinctions were missed by many candidates.

In Passage A, for example, it was Dr Anwar's mother b encouragelim, as a boy, to
pursue his schooling, whereas hihé@thad seetittle value in it. Several candidataserely
said he was encouraged lig family

Passage B, which was based on an advertisement composed of pictures plusgexereaily
better understood, althoughpnce againsome fine distinctions were oftermissed. For
example,the focus ofthe advertisementas actually themobile phone, withthe infra-red
cooker as thdree gift Somecandidates reversed this concept antioused orthe cooker,
with little or no mention of the phone.

When asked to comment dhe techniquesused inthe advertisement, several candidates
focused solely on the pictorial layout, making no mention of the language stykssage
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Section Il : Writing Skills

Question?

Here candidates were asked to imagihemselves inthe year2050, notbecause it was
envisaged as a year of particular significance nierely because doing so requirdem to
project themselves some time into the future.

Some candidatesassumedthat 2050 was a misprint for 2020, presumaldiyked with
Malaysia's Vision 2020. Others did not appeaprimectthemselvesnto the future aall, but

merely described the world as it is at present. The question required some attempt at balancing,
or at least at recognisinfe issues ofincreasing material benefits withe quality of life or

values of life not the materiadtandard of living

Most candidates limited their societal context to Malaysia itself. Very few addressedués
in a wider or global context, or gawvxamples ofthe tensionsthey might foreseebetween
material advances and quality of life in terld asthey think itmay be inthe middle of the
next century.

Section lll : Contemporary Issues

Question3

The majority of candidates answered 3(a), with only 18 out of 118 answering 3(b).

In general, neither question was particularly well done, mi#iny candidates not appearing to
understand fully the literary terms they were asked to discuss.

Question 3(a) was the better answered, as candidates were able t&oeflike batin  inner
conflictinoneperson and to show how the story developed around this inner conflict.

The best stories to use for this wé@@nah, Kucing andingin Melihat Rambut Menantu;
Runtuh andMereka Tidak Mengerti were also selected by several students but these stories
do not focus as strongly d€onflik batin .

Those who chosé&ekapur Sirih Segaluk Air tended to findthemselves discussing the
conflict between father and son rather thrarer conflict

Question 3(b) required candidates to discuss the uteshbacksn both the stories Gila Anak
Jantan and Runtuh.
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Many concentrated on change in the characters' personaktya period of time, but did not
show how the women in each story reveal this change via their memories - i.e. via flashbacks.

Questiord

Most candidates focused anotherlove as something important and provedeigstence by
reference to stories such ldacing, Budi Yang Tak Terbeli andRuntuh. They alsadrew
on their own relationship with their mother.

Weaker candidates limitethemselves tdahe content of thestories and did noshow how
mother love was the main factor in maintaining the family.

3 UNIT

Part A . Poetry

Questionsl and2

The majority of students chose Question 2 and discussed the poetry of Usman Awang. A very
small number misread the question and tried to discuss both parts.

In the bettelanswers for both Questionsahd 2 candidatediscussedhe way in which the
theme wagpresented througthe poems by discussingontent and poetic techniques, e.g.
symbolism,tone, imagery. Weaker studentsed onlycontent toshow howthe theme was
presented. A few chose an umbrella theme but then really discussed several different themes.

Students should be careful to chopeemsappropriate to thguestion and to make sutteat
they do not confuse different poems and discuss them as one.

Part B : Novel

Question3

This was byfar the more popular question.The better candidatesere able to discuss
Salamah's character, at ts@me time showing howhe authomused Salamah toelp develop
the themes, and giving an insigitito the other charactersHer role was seen a$eing
representative of women during the Revolution, with her positraeacter traits beingeen as
exemplary.

Lessdevelopedanswersconcentrated on characterisation only amgtussed herole in her
own family rather than in the novel.
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Questiod

Only four candidates chose this questidealing withsymbolism, but they handled it well,
discussing the novel's characters as being representative péople ofndonesia during the
Revolution. A variety of symbols were chosen and explained in terms of theme and message.

Listening Skills

This aural comprehensiomas generally well handled, although a langember ofcandidates
failed to grasp the real significance of Intan's relationship with her stepmothgrarticdlarly
the fact that she had borrowed money to sit for her STPM.

The significance ofntan's dream was usuallyell understood; noall candidates, however,
acknowledgedhat thebus she was in waactually takingher back to hewillage where her
reception was likely to be far different from that in her dream.

The spaces provided for answers were meant to be an indication that lengygrs were not
required. Notwithstanding this, several candidates wrote copesmonsespften merely
repeating phrases from the passage but adding little or nothing to the answer required.
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