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(50 Marks)
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DIRECTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Attempt ALL questions.
Answer in EITHER English OR Modern Hebrew, unless indicated otherwise.
Answer each Section in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

Your attention is drawn to the fact that the Divine Name is spelt in full in Biblical texts
contained in this examination paper. If this is a matter of conscience for you, you should not
discard the paper.



SECTION I—BIBLE WITH COMMENTARY
(20 Marks)

Answer this Section in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 1 (9 marks)
Read the following passage, then answer the questions that follow on page 5.

Numbers 22: 4-23
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QUESTION 1 (Continued)
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Question 1 continues on page 4
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QUESTION 1 (Continued)
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QUESTION 1 (Continued)

(@) Why did the Moabites consult specifically with the Midianites regarding the best
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strategy to use against ?X7w" "12? (Verse 4)

(b)  Why did the 1" Tn "277 NOT remain with Balaam overnight? (Verses 7-8)

(c) (1) What is the 2wn that Rashi cites in verse 127

(i) What is the 2wnJ, ie the mashal’s application to Rashi’s commentary?

(d) How does Rashi explain God’s ambiguous instruction to Balaam? In your

answer, consider verses 12 and 20.

(e) How would one apply the expression 1Tn 73133 TR to Rashi’s commentary

on 172 N{PW 12M?
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QUESTION 2 (11 marks)
Read the following passage, then answer the questions that follow.

Numbers 23: 8-23
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QUESTION 2 (Continued)

(a)

(b)
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(e)
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On the words ?X Nap X7 2pPX Nn, Rashi comments 01X 11w 3
1277 N1 X7 2922 10%. What proofs or examples does he use to substantiate his
comment?

On the phrase ‘0 OVT X2 (verse 8), Rashi mentions that Balaam has certain
power. What is the power? How did God make him fail in his time of need?

Rashi interprets 2wnn* X% 01221 (verse 9) in THREE different ways.
What are they?

(i) Explain Rashi’s interpretation of 1IXIX 01X WXRAN "3 (verse 9), in
relation to the 2X°Ww™ 712,

(i1) How might this phrase apply to our lives today?

How is Rashi’s view of the role of the Jewish people in accord with the
Midrashic statement in verse 23?
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SECTION II—LANGUAGE SKILLS
(10 Marks)

Answer this Section in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 3 (10 marks)

Read the following passage, then answer the questions that follow.
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QUESTION 3 (Continued) Marks
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(a) (i) Who were the people who gathered in Jerusalem? (Verses 1 and 8) 2

(i1) For what reason did they gather?

(b) What do we deduce about the status of Jeshua ben Yozadak from verse 2? 1
(c) Give ONE reason why Jeshua and Zerubabel set up an altar? (Verse 2) 1
(d) List the different kinds of sacrifices that were offered once the altar was set up. 2

(Verses 3-7)
(e)  What preparations were made for rebuilding a temple at Jerusalem? (Verse 7) 1
) (1) What musicians are mentioned in the passage? (Verse 10) 2
(i1) What was their role?

(g) The closing verses refer to the shedding of tears. Suggest reasons for the crying. 1
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SECTION III—HISTORY Marks
(10 Marks)

Answer this Section in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 4 (10 marks) 10
EITHER
(a) What evidence outside the Biblical text is there for Israel’s sojourn in Egypt?
OR
(b) What were the principal religious, social and political problems that faced the

kings of the divided monarchy of Israel and Judah in the ninth and eighth
centuries BCE ?

Please turn over
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SECTION IV—MISHNA AND ITS EXTENSIONS

(10 Marks)

Answer this Section in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 5 (10 marks)

Read the following passage, then answer in ENGLISH the questions on the following page.
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QUESTION 5 (Continued)

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)
()

(i) According to the passage what advantages did Jerusalem have over
Jabneh?

(i) To what matter do these advantages relate?

(i) What exclusions are made to these advantages?
(1) What is 720 01°?

(ii) What was the date of 720 O1"?

To explain the statement MW"77T X127 2730 the Gemara quotes from
scriptures. What is the quotation and what does it convey?

Suggest a reason why the Mishna in the passage was included in Massekhet
Rosh Hashanabh.

Explain what is meant by the word n1D.

Write brief notes on the terms X1 and X1RX.

End of paper
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