1995 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

GENERAL STUDIES

Introduction
17 777 candidates presented for the General Studies examination paper in 1995.

The questions in this year's papéulfilled the aims of the Syllabus. They were
interdisciplinary and did not give unfair advantage simdents studying efated fields.
Moreover, they could not be answered by prepared responses.

The paper as a whole was able to discriminate over the whole candidature with questions which
allowed all candidates to make a genuine attempt, while allowing the better canstdgieto
explore more complex issues.

Questionl
Here candidates were shown a cartoon depicting the Pope and a priest.

Religious leaders are frequently calleghon to pas®pinion on issues facing society. What is the role of
religion in Modern Australian society?

This question, covering aspects of Syllabus Topics 5 aeticked awide range ofesponses
from candidates.

These responses indicated that a variety of outcomes had been met, including:
identifying the salient features of contemporary issues;
thinking critically about contemporary issues, and
supporting arguments with relevant examples.

These outcomes were met in varying degrees across the range of responses.
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Excellent and above averagesponseslisplayed a coherent structure, evidence of thoughtful
planning rather than simply a trigger responsghé&word religion. Using anextensive range

of examples from moderustralia, candidates here differentiated between ifiseies
confronting religion inmodern Australia and the role of religion isuch issues. Some
examples used in these responses included:

the role of religious leaders as social and political commentators;

the part religion plays in areas of social jussceh ascharity work carried out
by various religious organisations, and

the role of religion in promoting tolerance in multicultural Australia.

Many candidates commented on the increase in the secular focus of modern Ausstcadizn
and noted, with pertinent historicakamplesthe decline of the role of religion in areas of
modern society, particularly in the establishing or upholding of a moral code.

Some responses in this range also tihakview that the role of religion imodernAustralia

was a profoundly negative one. Examples used to support this viewpoint included the church's
role in reinforcing patriarchal stereotypes, its standintipénway of scientific develpments,

e.g. in in-vitro fertilisation andjenetic engineeringgpposingeuthanasia, and failing to seek
equity for oppressed groups in society such as homosexuals and women. An understanding of
recent Australian events including thassing otthe Northern Territory's Euthanasgill and

the beatification oMary MacKillop, featwed inmany average rgmnses. These candidates

were also able to see the relevance of the cartoon, but were not restricted by it, and could extend
their discussion of religion in modern Australia beyond a Judeo-Christian focus.

In averageresponsescandidatesmade some acknowledgment tife role of religion in
contemporary Australia, but showed a limitapacity to connect thesues withthe rolethat
religion plays inthem. These candidates took a limited, and often solely Christian, view of
religion. They perceived that thehad been a change in the role of religion in Australian
society without beingble to statevhatthat rolewas, or what ithad become. Whilstsome
basic analysis was present in these responses, candidates tendetidaclistenissues such

as euthanasia, homosexuality and abortion witliedussing religion'sole in thesessues.
Often their responsedacked a specific Australiafocus andtended tosuggest universal
religious issues.

Responses in the below average range lacked depth of discugtonignoringthe term role
or ignoring the question in favour of a prepared comparative respoeals¢ing to world
religions. Manycandidateswho attempted toaddressthe questionlacked anysustained
argument or examples, preferring to rely on anecdotal evideSmee responses this range
focussed solely on the cartoon, describing it at lengthfadurtg to recognise the significance
of the characters in the cartoon, while otresponseseacted to the triggeword womenand
produced prepared essays on feminism.
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Question?

"The United Nations has become ineffective as a peace-keeping organisation.'
How fair and correct is this claim?
How might conflicts between nations be better resolved?

This question relates to 3gtbus Topics 7 and 8, and addresses a wadge of knowledge,
skills and values outcomes, particularly challenging the candidates to:

. recognise the complexity of current issues of the world
. determine the effectiveness of policies, and
. acknowledge the fact that many problems remain open questions.

The above averagesponses made vepgrceptivecommentsrelating to the effectiveness of
the UnitedNations' peace-keepingfforts in a changing world order, agell as providing
sound knowledge dhe structure and broadework of the UnitedNations inthe fifty years
since its formation.

Many began their discussion by adopting a historical perspective in referring to peace-keeping
initiatives of the United\Nations. They usedthe full time span toevaluate a selection of
relatively successful and/aneffective instances of Unitedations'action in developing their
argument. Somecandidates looked beyond peace-keeping as a mildativity and
acknowledged the positive ralleat theUnited Nations haglayed in providingconciliation,

food and medicine and, in so doing, removing somthefriggers ofcivil war. In this way

these candidates were addressing the broader role of the Naitieths agpeace-makerather

than simply as a peace-keeper in the military sense.

A variety of curreniexamples were alstted to asessthe degree of effectiveness of United
Nations' involvement. Referengeas made to aapparent lack ofJnited Nations'action in
certaincircumstances in whichelatively localiseddisagreements angblitical tensions were
allowed to develop intanore complexconflicts and large scale militargngagements.
Referencavas made to gariety ofexamples, such ashe Cold War, the Korean War, the
break-up ofthe former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Cambodia, Somatie Gulf War, the New
World Order and superpower involvement.

Both parts ofthe question were addressed and, in commenting on ¢anflicts between
nations might bebetter resolved, candidates in above averagsponsesoften noted the
complexity of theproblem of conflict resolution, both between nations and witthiem.
Examples of conflict resolution included suggestions such as economic sanctions, e.g.

embargoes on specific exports such as oil,

expanding the role of the International Boof Justice and increasing its
powers

providing the UnitedNations with more powerful armed forcascluding a
standing army, and
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increasing the internationgblicing powers ofthe UnitedNations by moving
towards arbitration of disputes rather than conciliation.

The level of language in these responses was sophisticated, arguments were cohesle and
balanced, while an impressive array of relevant factual information was cited for support.

The average responses often tended to describe conflicts without developing an argument about
the difficulties of UnitedNations' involvement. A moregestricted range of countries
experiencing conflict and United Nations' involvemesats cited. Only passingeference was

made tothe question of howconflict between nationmight bebetterresolved, with fairly
superficial views being given onhow to atieve more desirable outcomes of conflict
resolution. Thesgiews werelisted with minimal comparison witlcurrent United Nations'
practice being made.

Below averageesponses wereften media-centredomments orconflict, often adopting the
approach oblow by bloncommentaries on contemporary military engagements. The question
of how conflicts could be better resolved was generally overlooked.

Question3
This question included a map of the world showing the average number of children per family.

What factors can you suggest to account for the differences shown by the figures above?
What are some social and political consequences of these differences?

This questiordealt quite specificallyvith world development anthequality, Topic 9 in the
General Studies Syllabus.

Candidates appeared to have been well prepfedhis very popular question.Most
responses wergvell structured and followed #ormal essaystyle with an introduction,
discussion of crucial issues and a conclusion. This question addressed outcomes in which the
candidates were required to identify the salient featuresmemporary issuesnd problems,

and to assess their significance.

Excellent responses showed a maturity of understanding and analysis, and cdhepaoedl
and political consequences resultifigom the number of children per family. Examples
included the impact on the quality e of factors such asadequatehousing, pollution,

famine, limited access tdeanwater, inadequate sanitation amihimal access tbealth care
and services. Other consequences mentioned lagk@f access to education, urbaprawl,

political unrest flowing from incomedisparity, trade imbalance and greamessure on
resourcedeading to environmental degradation. In citisgpporting examplesandidates
revealed extensive research into the topic area.
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The better responses were interpretive and dealt with the question comprehensively. Presenting
a goodrange of relevant factors, candidates attempted to analyse their signifiGomoe of

these factors included family planning, religion, education, infant mortality ratesal

security, access to and application of technology, andtéttes of women. They wethen

able to discuss and evaluate social and political consequences, using good examples to support
their arguments, often focussing on specific countries.

Average responsesdtempted both parts difie question butacked sufficientanalysis. Some
candidates appeared to find it difficult to differentiate betweerasual factor and a
consequenceMany presented prepared essays which they developed sufficiently to answer the
guestion. Their responses tended to concentrate on social consequences and igalitreathe
consequences. Whilst there was adequate use of examples, China's one child policy featured in
many responses.

Weaker responseatid not consider both parts dfie question. Theseesponsesiealt with
relevant factors and proceeded to tle#m butgave little or no analysis. Many ofthese
candidates in this category appeared to present prepasseers whictthey were unable to
adapt convincingly in considering both factors and consequences.

In these responses an over-emphasis often seemed to be placed on the lifestyle problems of the
poor and the ramifications of over-population. An inordinate amount of time was spent here in
defining north/south, First/ThirdWorld, DCs/LDCs, technologicallyadvanced/newly
industrialised countriesetc, rather than inansweringthe question about factors and
consequences.

Questiond

"The beach, the outback, television programrs] sport define Australian national culture amuch as
literature and the visual and performing arts.'
Discuss this claim.

This question dealt quite specifically with the topic of Culture, from Topic 3 in the Syllabus. In
terms of outcomes, fequired candidates to recognise the values asslimptionsbehind
different approaches to the analysis of problems and issues.

Here candidates were given wide scopamswering andhey drew their responses from a
variety ofsources. The better candidates, in the introductory paragraph, debated the concepts
involved in defining culture, giving a framework for their discussion and examptas lrody

of the essay. They recognised thfact thatculture could have a widérame of reference but

could not be defined in simple terms.

The better candidates presentedcha of argument, commenting othe significance of their
examples. Many usestatistics to explainvhy cetain aspects of culture ammore definitive

than others. These responses were more balanced in treating both sections of the quotation. In
a number of thentandidates examinetthe historical perspective of ttdevelopment of an
Australian identity and the cultural icons of various historical periods.
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Average responseveredall areas of theuestion but werenore superficial, especially in

their treatment of literature and the visual gmefforming arts. Few commented on the
evolving nature of culture. Generally they presented a number of icons, myths and images but,
nevertheless, from a limited point of view. Many of these candidates began with the concept of
high culture angopularculture, fitting examples into this pattern. There was evidence here of
prepared answers rather than thoughtful responses.

The weakeresponses were vegeneralised, being mainly descriptive and including lists of
lifestyle activities. Here candidatessponded tehe triggerwords beach outback television
andsport Little, if any, attention was given to tisecond part ofhe statement. In aumber

of cases these candidates wrote enthusiasticaflyoimoting Australia, raer than evaluating

the relative contribution made by the two sets of criteria in defining Australian national culture.

Questionb

“Civilisation is to be judged by its treatment of minorities'.
How tolerant of minority groups is Australiasociety? In your answer consider AT LEAST TWiority
groups.

In this question relating to tolerance, candidates were required to refer to avteasinority

groups. The most commonlyreferred to were Aboriginaldjomosexuals and migrants.
Excellent responsesacknowledged that, although theneas a majority ofwomen in the
population, for the purposes of this question they were being regarded as a minority in respect
of their access to power.

The majority of these candidates presentedponses ofthree ormore pages. Almost all
appeared to feel that we are moving towards a more tolerant society. Most showed evidence of
the study of racism, discrimination and prejudice, and orignareferredback to the original
guotation.

Excellentresponses distinguishdgktween behaviour regulated by legislationopposed to
entrenched feelings and attitudes. These candidates noted the difference between tolerance and
acceptance.Most impliedthat, in theory, Australia is a tolerant country although individuals

may not beso. The majority referred tomore thantwo groupsand indicated ammerging

tolerant attitude. Excellemxamples othe development of tolerance, together with vald
legislation, were common.

Most averageresponses consisted mainly pfeparedessays on pasgrievances, with
Aborigines and the Women's Movement being the most commbase accounts were often
well presented but were concentrated on discrimination. They referteléremceonly in a
brief introduction and conclusion.Most apparently assumedthat anti-discrimination is
tolerance

Weaker responsea®ferred to only one group or maditle mention ofthe second. The
concept of tolerance was not discussed and many appeared to be prepared essays on
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racism and discrimination. Usually they had a very brief introduction followed by one or two
lists showing discrimination and racism, and either a poor conclusion or nalhe @hey did
not link the lists with the issue of tolerance.

Question6
Here students were given two graphs showing unemployment trends, 1982-84.

Give possible reasons for the employment patterns indicated in the graph above.
What are some of the consequences of these employment trends in Australia?

This questionrelating to full and part-timemployment in Australia, requirechndidates to
address two partsthe reasons for employment patterns as presentdfteitwo graphs, and
the consequences of theseployment trends. It was common fandidates to concentrate
on only one part of the question.

Excellent responses, which gave equal weight to both patte gliestion, were characterised

by the ability of the candidate to interpret both graphs while using knowledge drawn from other
sources. These responses differentiated betiteefactors influencing full-timemployment

and those influencing part-time employment. Many considér@ayclical nature ofull-time
employment linked to changes in government fiscal policy. Theyofiservedhat part-time
employment hadsteadily increased due to the influence mény factors,including the
restructuring of thevork placeand increased participation by women. In their treatment of
consequences, they considered both economic and social aspects and linked tieise to
analysis of the graphs.

Average responses were characterised by a reasonable explanaterdsfinthe graphs, but
rather superficial analysis tfie reasons. Examples of consequences generally limited,
often focussing on one area.

Some weakerresponsesppeared to be preparedsays on unemployment whichd not
addresseither part of thequestion. In other weakearesponsescandidates gave a basic
explanation of full-time and part-time employment patterns, and were often unaitierpoet
the scales on the graphs correctly. They generally failed to adoouhe differences between
the two graphs and did not consider any of the consequences.

Question7

In his 1995 Australia Day speech, the Governor-General, Mr. Hayden, referred to commuriieetinnlogy.
He said that the information super-highway is beioneer-hypedand exaggerated. This could lead to
unrealistic expectations and disappointments.

Do you agree with the Governor-General?
What are possible benefits and problems of current communication technology? In your answer, refer to AT
LEAST TWO of the following:
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. privacy

. copyright

. cultural identity
. the Internet

. marketing

. education

. leisure.

The question focussed on Topic 1 thfe Syllabus andlealt particularlywith the following
Outcomes:

. recognition of the importance of key issues for society.
. expression of a personal viewpoint about contemporary issues.

It was a lengthy question which required a discussion of two clear issues:

The first pertained to the question of whether the information super-highway was

over-hyped and exaggerated, thus leading to unrealistic expectations and disappointments. This
clearly involved arunderstanding ofhe meaning ofthe words over-hypedand exaggerated

which proved difficult for many candidates.

The secondinvolved coverage of the benefits apdoblems of current communication
technology with reference to at least two examples. This wasithe straightforwardection
but required up-to-date knowledge of the situation in the examples used.

Not surprisingly manyandidateobviously possessed gieat deal oknowledge about the
topic generally, indicating a comfortable attitude toward this section ddythabus, asvell as
a sound background of preparation and information.

The majority could clearly distinguisbhenefitsfrom problemsand wereable to write in an
informed wayabout several examples with privaeglucation, leisure and the Internet being
the most common.

The better responses consisted of a Walhnceddiscussion assessirtlge implications of Mr
Hayden's speech witteference to the present situation, axgbressing an informed opinion
about benefits and problems related to current communication technology.

Average responses were of a gdedgth andmade a cursoryeference to the claim of
exaggeration andoossible disappointment while developirtige theme astheir essay
progressed.

In the pooreresponsegandidates often appeared to rely on preparexvers ortechnology
modified slightly to conform to the spirit diie question. Theyshowedlittle understanding of
the implications of the statement given arehtied theessay as a discussion the pros and
cons of communication technology.

1995 Higher School Certificate
Examination Report Page 8
General Studies



1995 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

Question8

"Good Government requires an effective Opposition'.
Do you agree with this claim? Support your answer with relevant examples.

This question wasot popular, asvasevidentfrom the low number of responses, many of
which were very brief.

Many of the better responses carefully analysed various situations and drew logical conclusions
from their explanation ofgood Government' anteffective Opposition'. The roles of both
Government and Opposition were examinedraétation to specificexamples,the most
common of which was a comparisbetween democracgommunismand dictatorship. It

was evident that, insome responses, dmstorical perspectivavas taken as well as a
contemporary approach. Thiss effectively achievedvhen the candidate adopted a global
view. In some answetbe broadidea of theOpposition needing to bdiligent so as to keep

the Government on its toex to keep thédastards honestwasquite clear. Afew of these
responses discussed what wotlappen if theOpposition were moreeffective than the
Government.

Average responses attempted to develop a line of argument by using exXaomplésistralia

and without attempting to make a comparison with other political systems. It was apparent that
in this categorymany candidates wereonfused betweegovernmentand political systems
and/orpolitical parties

The weakeresponsesarely citedexamples and for thoseho did so, the accuracy and

relevance of theiexamples were not alwayslevant. Most of theseresponses wereery
short, lacked analysis and showed little understanding of the mechanics of government.

Questiomd

A parliamentary inquiry into youth violence was told that teachers are being distracted form teaching by
having to deal with a range of social issues.

These issues include family problems, violence, and even making sure students are properly fed, flothed,
and have a place to sleep at night. Many parents are creating false expectations of what teachers ghould do
by neglecting their own parenting obligations.

Schools are not capable of being total welfare agencies.

Has the school replaced the family in the role of parenting?
What do you consider to be the main role of the school in the education of a young person?
Explain your point of view.

This question addressele last threeassues nominated in Topic 7 tfe Syllabus, which
targets, in particular, the Syllabus Outcomes wherein students are required to show they can:
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» identify key issues and recognise the importance of these for society;

» determine items of knowledge relevant to an issue;

» think critically about contemporary issues and problems; and

* express a personal viewpoint about contemporary issues.

Because of amssumedfamiliarity with the subject matterthis questionattracted a large
percentage of the candidature, and the stimulus material provided a broad spectrum on which to
base their answers.

In the betteresponsesandidates dealvith both parts ofthe question andshowed a good
understanding of the changing nature of the role ostheol. They concedddat therewere
two sides tothe argument, and discusséige underlyingcauses othe socialissuesraised.
Suchcandidates offeredxcellentsuggestions fothe concept of goodeducation, frequently
envisaging this as encompassingell-balanced approach ggrowth and development in the
adolescent years.

The averageesponses made somatempt to dealvith both parts ofthe question. Here
candidates tended to concentrate on the facttiaiolshave adopted a parental role. These
responses accepted the inevitability of this role stiftnmentingthat it was not desirable but
offering no rational sympatheticemedies. The responsestended tomirror their own
educational experience, while highlighting their lack asfareness othe reality of socio-
economic differences.

The weaker responses were often distractetidpyer words such agouth violenceandfamily
problemsin the stimulusmaterial, and did naddressither of thequestions askednstead
personal anecdotes were used as arguments with little, if any, relevance.

Questionl0

"There are advantageand disadvantages of languages oth#ran English becoming commonly used in
Australia’.
Discuss this statement.

This question addresséige following issues which were nominatedTiopics 4 and 5 of the

Syllabus:
. the inter-relationship of language and culture;
. the role of language in social interaction;
. conservation of cultural heritage; and

attempts to eliminate discrimination through education.

The Syllabus Outcomes which are particularly relevant to this question are that candidates:

. should be able to support arguments with relevant evidence;
. communicate ideas, arguments and conclusions;
. draw conclusions based on reasoned arguments; and

acknowledge that many problems remain open questions.
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Despite thesimple terms othe question, candidatesho attempted thigound it difficult to
attain any breadth of argumentuite frequently multi-lingual and multi-cultural were
interchanged and this led to a predictability of response.

The better candidates found arguments for both siddse@iroposition, and these webetter
expressed and developed. Economic advantage was often cited, that of trade and tourism being
the most popular. The on-going maintenance aulture through languagevas a powerful
argument, withexcellent negativeexamples being given, e.¢koori languages. These
responsesgenerally advocated the benefits of additional languagesgjucing bkanced
comments which were both convincing and relevant.

The average responses adopted an unbiafieit occasionallgontradictory, approach. They
accepted wholeheartedly the desirability of being conversantmuatie than one language, but
tempered this witthe cautionary advice that velouldall speak English. It was seen as a
corollary that acceptance other cultures is a result of language acquisition, but an undue
amount of attention was often accorded to the negative consequences of cultural intolerance, i.e.
violence, race hatred and soccer riots.

The weaker responses were typified by a lack of understanding of any issues beyond the trivial.
Theimmigration debatewas needlessly canvassadd many of theseresponsesevealed a

racist viewpoint. Somealso interpretedhe question as proposintat English besupplanted

by another language.

Questionl1

Here candidates were shown a cartoon depicting a father saying to his son "Sorry Isave we
no paper but lots of trees".

"Governments are being faced with maed more policy decisions where there is conflisetween
environmental and other interests'.

How successful have Australian Governments been in addressing environmental concerns in recent years?
Discuss specific examples in your answer.

This question focussed on Topic 2 of the Syllabus with reference to Topic 7. Candidates were
required to integrate themnderstanding of policy development ine light of conflicting
pressures and with evaluation of government actions through appropriate examples. There was
strongevidence of candidates' being well prepared about the subject of environissuntal.

They were equally successful in considering the issues, using examples dravinefrgiobal

to the local. On the whole, candidatesderstoodgovernmenbnly in the most generalterms

and did not readily distinguish between the various levels of government in Australtheiand
specific areas of responsibility. As a restite discussion of governmerdtrategies was
treated only in the most generalised terms.

In spite of thefocus onconflict in the stimulus material, the idea gbvernmentpolicy
resolving the tensions between competing interests was discussed by only a minority of
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candidates. A majority omitted aiscussion otonflict at all. On the othenand, a good
understanding of an extensive range of environmeastales was showand these were
discussed competently. These included:

forestry - woodchipping, logging, loss of flora and fauna;

air, water and noise pollution;

threats to the environment;

nuclear testing;

the ozone layer;

soil degradation, and

the greenhouse effect.

Where there were conflicting interestsany candidates failed to present a full explanation of
either side of an issue, althoutiie areavhere such tension was best understood thatsof
jobs versus forest preservation. In assessing whether goverrpulkcies had been
successfulthe majority failed to link evidence to their conclusions, instead they limited their
discussion to examples of environmental action.

The better candidates identified the kisgues conflict betweenenvironmental and other
interestsand related this clearly to the need for and the place of govermolént in resolving
that conflict. Theseesponsesiccurately linked policy initiativesith the appropriate level of
Australian governmentThey showed an awareness tbie potential impact of international
accords such athat reached in th&io EnvironmentSummit and Australia's failure to act
decisively in relation to the French test in the Pacific.

In averageresponsesandidatesdiscussed two othree specificexamples buttended to
disregard the conflict dimension. Their discussion of Government policygersralised, and
in a majority of these responses, candidates tended to ctirdinéreatment to environmental
issues without reference to either conflict of interest or government policy.

Most weaker responsedisted environmental problems, or causes, rather thatential
solutions. They showed no awareness of government intervention, often relating success to the
actions of Greenpeace or Clean-Up Australia. Here candidwdslittte or no attempt to
evaluate thesuccess of governmepblicy, and often expressdteir comments in terms of

what should be dor@nd not even of what the governmsinbulddo.

Questionl?2

"The media's disregard of the right to privacy has reached unacceptable proportions. Individualsrighte a
to a private life'.

Do you agree with these statements? Support your viewpoint with examples.

This questionrelated specifically to Syllabus Topics 4 and 10 and required candidates to
integrate the issue of privacy with the role and influence of mass mBugequestionattracted

a large number of candidates and provided the opportunity for them to presginalaeview

of a contemporary issue.
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Most candidatessupportedthe concept of privacy, althougiew managed to discuss the
dichotomy betweempeople holding a public position and their private life. Similarly, those
who merely presented a prepared response to the stimulusnedrdproduced araverage or
below average response.

Excellent responses showed an ability to extend beyond the single issue and to grapple with the
broader aspects of privacy. They presented an appropriate raeganoples which were
discerning and relevant in supporting a well-constructed argument. Hal@ogately defined

the terminology used, many candidates were able to present and acknowledhe potitive

and negative aspects involved in tieestion. The betterstudents presenteglidence which

stated that, in some instances, intrusion into privaaéiers wagustifiable when such matters
needed to be brought to publotice. A typicalexample waghe exposé bythe media of

actions by members of certain religious sects. Othalenced this by illustrating unfaiial

by mediaof public figureswho were foundyuilty without having any opportunity to defend
themselves.

The average response became consumed by the specific example gitatedrnd extend an
argument fully. This use of exampheas often incorrect otrite and appeared to be centred
mainly on a narrow range of movie stars, the Royal family and O J Simpson.

The weaker candidates tendedr¢act to the focapoint, viz medig and presented minimal
argument and/or fact. A number of these candidates failed to grasp fully the concept of privacy
and extolled the virtues of human rights.
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