
HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

1998

ENGLISH
2 UNIT GENERAL

PAPER 1

USES OF ENGLISH AND
TOPIC AREAS

Time allowed—Two hours
(Plus 10 minutes reading time)

DIRECTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Attempt ALL questions.

Section I Reading Task Question 1

Section II Writing Task Question 2

Section III Topic Areas Question 3

• All questions are of equal value.

• Allow about 40 minutes for each question.

• Answer Questions 1 and 3 in SEPARATE Writing Booklets.

• You may ask for extra Writing Booklets if you need them.

• Answer Question 2 in the Question 2 Answer Booklet provided.
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I
’ve taken a long, hard look at
the counselling scene.  There’s
help available for alcohol and
drug abuse, assertiveness and
self-esteem, marriage and

personal relationships, trauma and
stress, phobia and panic.  I called
the conflict resolution and eating
disorder clinics, but neither offered
anything specific about chokoes.

The choko has to be the most
divisive element in modern
Australian society.  Relationships
can be saved from the brink of most
pressures and conflicts, but the
relationship that comprises a choko
fancier and a choko aversionist is
going to know bleak times.

I spotted a couple of the bog-boring
things in the kitchen the other day.

‘These ready for the chooks?’ I
inquired of The Chosen One.

‘They’re for dinner,’ she hissed,
driving me off with an upraised
ladle.  ‘I’m doing them with a
béchamel* sauce.’

Nature intended the choko for
chooks or it wouldn’t invariably
grow in chook yards and be spelled
as a naive rearrangement of the
word chook.  As a depression food
it is almost solely the reason why
we haven’t had a second global
depression.  People don’t quickly
forget things like eating such mush.
In fact, the choko is so universally
reviled it is reserved for the lowest
links in the food chain—the camp,
the boarding school and the chook
yard.

It fails to qualify as food on several
levels.  The first is appearance.
Anything that resembles the
scrotum of the Jolly Green Giant is
not meant for the dinner table.  Lack
of flavour, texture and its inability
to make any impression on any of
the senses disqualifies it as a
contender for human consumption.

This is the dullard and the wimp of
the vegetable world.  Fruit and veg
have personalities, too, you know.  I
feel about as affectionate towards
rhubarb as I do towards chokoes.
But at least rhubarb has attitude.  It
is the Patrick White of the pantry.
The choko is more like the Dannii
Minogue of culinary karaoke.

As a consequence, Nature with
infinite irony has decreed that the
choko shall grow everywhere, even
in places where you can’t get a
decent crop of weeds.  It’s
impossible to leave a social
gathering in the country without the
host giving everyone a bag of
chokoes as a little goodwill gesture.

The other night, I settled back with
a gastronomic bible to catch up on
real food—the sophisticated stuff at
the cutting edge of culinary fashion
overseas.  New York, it seems has
gone mad for something called the
chayote, so I made enquiries.  ‘An
irregularly-ridged, pear-shaped
squash . . . growing on a trailing
vine and the green variety is the best
to eat.  The chayote is also known as
the mango squash and the custard
marrow.’

Alarm bells started to ring, so I
thumbed quickly to the Cajun
cooking feature where they seemed
dangerously excited about
something called the mirliton.  The
mirliton, apparently, is the size of a
large pear, with firm, creamy flesh
and a delicate taste.  It has a green
skin often covered with prickly
hairs, and is also known as the
vegetable pear.

I quickly retired to the
Mediterranean food feature—this
having more relevance to our local
climate, lifestyle and produce—
where new inspiration has been
found in something called the
pepinello, described as a green,
pear-shaped squash that grows on a
trailing vine.  It has firm, creamy
white flesh, one big seed and a very
delicate flavour.

‘Originally a squash from tropical
America,’ said the reference
material, ‘it was the food of the
Aztecs and the Mayas.  It is also
known as the custard marrow, the
vegetable pear, the chayote . . . and
the choko.’

I maintain that Aztecs and Mayas
are damned thin on the ground these
days—especially out our way—but
the same certainly can’t be said of
the choko.  We’ve moved the chook
yard to give the vine a bit of
protection and put in a few more
vines along the back of the stables.
This noble vegetable could be the
very thing our rural economy has
been looking for.  Forget
macadamias, avocados and tea
tree . . . plant chokoes.

PS: There’s a piece in the paper
about the latest fad item in Tokyo’s
tempura bars.  It’s a variety of
vegetable pear with green skin and
a delicate creamy flesh.  And they
can’t get enough of it.  We’re lucky
enough to be having some for
dinner tonight.
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SECTION I—READING TASK

QUESTION 1. (20 marks)

Use a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

Allow about 40 minutes for this question.

Read the following passage, then answer the questions on the following page.

DEATH BY CHOKO
Under the alias of some rather exotic names, the common choko is rising to culinary heights.

*béchamel—a plain white creamy sauce

Copyright not available



QUESTION 1.  (Continued)

(a) In your own words, summarise what the writer is saying about chokoes.

(b) Find THREE examples of humour in the passage, and comment on their effect.

(c) What additional language techniques are used in developing the writer’s point of
view?

(d) Do you think the title is appropriate, or not?  Give your reasons.

Please turn over
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SECTION II—WRITING TASK

QUESTION 2. (20 marks)

Answer the question in the Question 2 Answer Booklet provided.

Allow about 40 minutes for this question.

Look at the picture below.

Imagine the letter she is reading.

Your task: write the letter.

Write at least 300 words.

(Do NOT sign the letter with your own name or address.)
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She read the letter
again and again,
oblivious of the fact
that she’d missed
her stop fifteen
minutes ago.



SECTION III—TOPIC AREAS

QUESTION 3. (20 marks)

Use a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

Allow about 40 minutes for this question.

The Topic Areas for 1998 are (a) Aboriginal Experience and (b) Crossing Boundaries.

EITHER

(a) Aboriginal Experience

‘The sense of identity is fundamental to the Aboriginal experience.’

What in your view contributes to that sense of identity?

In your answer, refer to ONE of the set texts and a variety of supplementary materials.

The texts set for study are listed below.

Jack Davis, Stephen Muecke, Mudrooroo, and Adam Shoemaker (eds),
Paperbark: A Collection of Black Australian Writings

Ruby Langford,Don’t Take Your Love to Town
Sally Morgan,My Place
Mudrooroo (Colin Johnson),Wild Cat Falling

OR

(b) Crossing Boundaries

‘You can’t go back once you cross the boundary.’

What makes people cross boundaries?

In your answer, refer to ONE of the set texts and a variety of supplementary materials.

The texts set for study are listed below.

Nadine Gordimer,July’s People
Melina Marchetta,Looking for Alibrandi
Beryl Markham,West with the Night
Willy Russell,Educating Rita

End of paper
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