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H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E  

E X A M I N AT I O N  

Classical Hebrew Extension


General Instructions 

• Reading time – 10 minutes 

• Working time – 1 hour and 
50 minutes 

• Write using black or blue pen 

• Your attention is drawn to the 
fact that the Divine Name is spelt 
in full in Biblical texts contained 
in this examination paper. If this 
is a matter of conscience for you, 
you should not discard the paper 

Total marks – 50 

Section I Pages 2–4 

35 marks 

• Attempt Questions 1–2 

• Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Section II Pages 5–6 

15 marks 

• Attempt Question 3 

• Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

131 



Section I — Prescribed Text 

35 marks 
Attempt Questions 1–2 
Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 
Use the extracts and your knowledge of the texts and prescribed commentaries in your answers. 

Marks 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

Question 1 (20 marks) 

(a)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Micah 4:9–14 

lyji Ë˝ ýzI ‘ , i db;+ ; Ë~˝ e } i Ë˝ ;%  ́Ël, ≤˝ } [rE y[i It; hM;l… hT;[È ' 9` qà jhAyKâ a x[/yAμaâ BAˆyaâ m¢h " – yr¡ ˝ à
.hdê:l/Ye K̋' 

tabW hd<% ;˝ ' T] “ æv;˝ “ hy:@ “ imi yaix] e hT; ' i hd:– e îK' ˆ/Y™ i ' yji O˝ : yli é 10…¶˝ CB nk¢ w rQ̋ Ÿ t * [AyKâ l/Y̋ xAtB gwÿ Wj
.Ë˝ I y… “ o πKæ i hw:± “ Ë˝ ´¢ ; “ I μv;ª yli eN: i μv… ~ , ; 'ybâ a m̋̀ hy lagy x+ T ¢ lbBAd[

.Wny̋nêEy[e ˆ/Yx™ ˝iB] zjt' àwæ˝ “ πnj:± T‘ , μyr∞Ima] ˝oh; μyB-ir" μy∞I/G Ëy̋lI `æ[; Wpsè a] n, < hTö…[̋'w“ 11 

.hnr“ O rymi[;˝ , μ˝ …` ] i yKi /̋ – ; } Wnybihe alø˝ “ hw:± “ t/b∞ ] ] ' WŸ “ : alø hM; ˝e “ 12˝ : Gî à K xBq à tx[ ` èw hy vjm [dyê • hw%
hvWjn“ μycia; Ë~˝ I '~ o “ '˝ ~ < “ ' μycia; Ë˝ Er“ ' i ˆ/Yfi i ' yvi §w: ymi é 13;+ ¢ ytsrpW lzrB ¶ n» qAyKâ xAtb /d̋ Wq

.≈r< …˝ ; ; ˆ/dì }˝ ' μ˝ …` ew“ μ[;+ Bi w: læ yTim] j} w“ μyB- " μyMi[' t/QdI ˝ "ahâ AlK al lyj̋ ˝ x]  h~ hy̋ â ¶ r" h'˝ ir ¢ ¡ hw}
fpvà o ta´ ̀yjiL]˝ ' æ WK∞ " f~ , eB' Wn̋ ´- ; μc…¢ r/x¡ ; dWd+ “ ' ydId“ O ] i h~T[; ' 14´ + hAl[â y bV~˝ yl[ m GAtb ∞ GtT

.laâŕc: ]yI 

(i)	 Parse each of the following words, giving root, binyan, tense/aspect and 
meaning: 

(1)	 ylxi +eNT: i (verse 10); 

(2)	 μx̋B…` q] i (verse 12); 

(3)	 t/Qd¡ hI w}˝ " (verse 13). 

(ii)	 Based on your studies of Micah, text and commentaries, describe ancient 
Israel’s relationship with Assyria, Babylon and Egypt during Micah’s 
lifetime. 

(iii)	 With reference to verse 14, explain the need for commentary on the 
Masoretic text. 

Question 1 continues on page 3 
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Marks 

3 

2 

3 

Question 1 (continued) 

(b)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Micah 7:14–20 

W[èr“yI lmr≤- K“ ' Ë/t˝∞B] r[y' ¡" dd+:b̋;l] yn∞Ikv] o Út̋+,lj; n} ê" ˆaxªo Úf̋%,bv] ˝ib] Ú̋¢M[] ' h[áŕ“ 14 

.μl…/[ ymâ ýà K̋i d[…l̀]gw̋I “ ˆv…bö ; 
.t/aê ; ] I WN˝ ≤r“ ' μyI :x] i ≈r< ≤˝ e Út̀] e ymy̋́ i 15lpn à a r– m a¢m ˝ ax à K

.hnv] "j‘ , μh≤`˝ E “ ; hP,+ ' d~ : Wmyciy: μt…r: ê “ lKo˝ i WvboyEw“ μ~ I • “ I 16: rê T ynza Al[ y ¶ ˝ - WbG m¡ + ˝ y/g Wary
Wnyhelø ‘ hw:• “ , μh≤-˝ e oG“ ] imi Wz™ “ “ I ≈r< , ylj́} OK] vj;N:K' r~ ; ; Wk• } ' “ 17Ÿ ˝ ~ a hyAla ytrî sM̋ Gry a+ ¢ z̋ + ˝ p[ jly

.˝…Mmâ≤˝ i War¡ “yêwI˝ “ Wdj+;p]yI 
qyzIj‘ Aalø /t– j} " tyrIavli [v' ,+ ' rb[́ow“ Ÿ̂ O ; acńO Ú/m% ; laÁymi 18• h, ˝ l; n ¡ e ]˝ PAl[ ¢ ˝ w[ ¶ ˝ K ¢

.aWhê dsj, `≤ ≈pàj́;AyKiâ /̋Pa+ ' d[~ l'˝ ; 
.μtâ o ' ; μy:¡ t/lè u ]˝ i Ë˝ iv] '˝ “ Wn˝ ńO O[} vBok] I Wn̋ ej} "y“ bWv∞ : 19˝ … jAlK xmB ylö tw yt- wî ¡ y m+ rê ywaF

.μdq≤ yme ˝ i Wn˝yt´` o }˝ ' T[] æv] I , } μh…- : ] '˝ ] ds, ≤ bqo[} "˝ ] t~ , ‘ ˆTT́i 20< â ymà bal ; Bà nArva rbal j̀ + ylê ma ¶

Describe how the prophet uses FOUR different stylistic features to convey his 
meaning. 

(c)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Micah 6:8–11 

fPv]	 i t/c• } i yKi Ú%˝ ]˝ i vrE/D hw: “ …˝ – ' μd:¡ ; Úöl] dyGIhi 8~ ; m [Aμa ¢ Mm ∞ » Ahmâ Ahm a ˝ èhy W b/F
.Úyh˝ â≤laø ‘Aμ[i tk,l≤` ["nèEx]h'w̋“ dsj, ,+ tbh' a} ¢˝æw“ 

.H˝dê:[y; “ ymài˝ m≤` ' W[mè v] i Úm̋v≤- ] har≤¢ y“ I hY:¡ Wti w̋“ arq:+ y] I ry[¢˝il; hw~ hy: “ l/q• 9W hF v

W[z
.hm…â “ ˆ/zr™ : tpàæya̋ew“ [vr' <– t/rx™ a] o [vr;+ : tyB´¢ va~ ˝ih' d/[% 10 

.hmâr“ i ynbE ] ' sykib]˝ ' <– ynE “ oB] hK≤` “ ,˝ ' 11… m	 è a `˝ W [vr zam∞˝ zah

(i)	 What question is being asked in verse 11? Who is asking the question? 
What is the purpose of the question? 

(ii)	 According to the commentary, how does one comply with Micah’s 
message in verse 8? 

End of Question 1 
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Marks 

2 

3 

3 

7 

Question 2 (15 marks)


Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.


Pesakhim: 102a–102b


“ and Ëv'j]T,v, refer to different times in the day. (a)	 The words μ/Yh' ˆh,yl[e '“ vdq" ;w
What are these times and how are they represented by these words? 

(b)	 Identify the following: 

hòònqy 
hòònzqy 
zòòhnqy 

Why are these forms used? 

(c)	 Describe and account for the use of wine for the religious rituals, mentioned in 
this extract. 

(d)	 ‘There are three basic challenges to the study of gemara: the language; the logic of 
the principles by which it operates; and the difficulty in following complex 
arguments.’ 

Analyse this view, using the extract as an example. 
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Section II — Non-prescribed Text 

15 marks 
Attempt Question 3 
Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. 

Marks 

2 

2 

2 

Question 3 (15 marks) 

(a)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Psalm 113:2–9 

.μl…/[Ad[â 'w̋“ hT[%; 'm̋´â Ër:b– om] hw:hy∞ “ μv´¢ yh¶iy“ 2 

.hw:hy“ μv´¢ lL;% u ] /̋ – ] ' vm, ≤Ajr" “ imi 3ê hm¤ a/bmAd[ và zM̋
./dî ] μyI æV;˝ ' l[æ hw:hy“ { μyI/GAlK; ' μr: 4˝ /bK m¢ h ` – è Al[ ¡ 

.tbv, âl…˝ ; yhàiyBgi M“ h'˝ âæ Wnyh˝ -ĺaø ‘ hw∞:hyK̋' ym™i 5 

.≈r< …˝ ;˝ I æV;˝ ' t/a– “li yliyPi ] 'hæ 6abâ W μymà B r̋ à vM̋ â 
.ˆ/yîb]a, μyrIyè : tPo%v]a'm̋´â lD:– rp…[¢ ;m̋e ymiyq¢ imâ ] 7 

./Mê ' ybýdI “ μ[i μybiydI “ i ybiyvi ˝ ] 8˝ [ à n % - nAμ[ à /hl
.Hy:AWll] æ hj;% e ] μynIB;˝ '  ́tyI '%˝ ' tr< $, } { ybiyvi ê 9ê	 hâ mc è hAμaâ Bh q[ Ÿ /m

yhàiyBgi “Mh'˝ æâ high jrz shine


tP%ova] 'm̋â´ dunghill (rubbish heap) ylàiyPiv]M'h̋æâ humble


trq< [,$ } childless lD:– poor


(i)	 What point does the psalmist wish to convey by the use of the following 
phrases? 

μlâ…/[Ad[w'˝ “ hT[;% 'm̋â´ (verse 2)


/̋ – ] ' vm, à≤ z“ ˝ i
a/bmAd[ vAjr" Mmi (verse 3) 

(ii)	 According to the final three verses (verses 7–9), how does God treat the 
underprivileged in society? 

(iii)	 God is referred to by three different names in this extract. What are they? 

Question 3 continues on page 6 
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Question 3 (continued) 
Marks 

2 

1 

2 

4 

(b) Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Psalm 104:24–35 

.Ún̋<êy:n“qi ≈r<a;%h̋;¤ ha…àl]m; t;yci-[; hm…¢k]j;B̋] μL̋;Ku£ hw:fihy“ê { Úy̋c,Ÿ[}m' WB$r"Ahm…â 
t/Nfif'q]¤ t/Yìj' rP…-s]mi ˆya´¢w̋“ cm,r<£Aμv…â μyId:èy:‡ bjæär“W̋ lJ/dG: μY:èh̋' { hz<• 

24 

25 

.t/lêdoG“Aμ[i 
./B̋êAqj,cæâl̋] T;r“xæày:Ahz<ê ˆt;%y:w“li¤ ˆWk–Leh'y“ t/Y§nIa’ μv;™ 26 

./T̋ê[iB̋] μ˝l…¢k]a; tt´`l̋; ˆWr=Bec'y“ Úy̋l≤¢ae μL̋;Ku™ 27 

.b/fê ˆW[èB]c]yI Ú%d̋“y:ê jTæàp]Ti ˆWf–qol]yI μh,l̋;£ ˆT´¢Ti 28 

.ˆWbê “ μr:p; } ,˝ “ ˆW[– : “ I μ˝ ; £ πsT́o ˆWlè eB; I ÚJyn< ; ryTis] ' 29Wvy ˝ è [Alawê wgy jWr ¢ h& yê ˝ P à T
.hmdâ… :a} ynEP∞ ] vDEj% 't]W̋¤ ˆWa–rEB;yI Új̋}Wr£ jLæv¢ 'T] 30 

.wy̋câ…[m} B'˝ ] hwhy:∞ “ jm`æcy] I μl-…/[l̋] hw∞:hy“ d/bk∞ ] yh¶iy“ 31 

.Wnvâ[… ‘y<w̋“ô μyrIh∞ ;B̋, [G"¡yI d[…r- “Tiw̋" ≈r<a;l̋;£ fyBiM¢ 'h̋' 32 

.ydê ˝ ] yhælø ˝ e hr:¡ ] " } yY:– '˝ ] hw:hy̋ ' hr: ia; 33˝ I/[B ¢ al Mza jB ∞ l yv¢

hw:fihy“Ata, y̋vip]n"£ yki¢rÄB; μ̋n:fiyae
.hw:êhy̋B' jmæàc]a, yki%nOa;¤ y̋ji-yci w̋yl…¢[; br"∞[‘y< 

d/[• { μy[i¶v;r“W̋ ≈r<a;^h̋;Aˆmi { μyaiŸF;j' WMTæ¶yI 

34 

35 

.Hy:êAWll]hæâ 

cm,r<£ 
ˆWr=Bec'y“ 
ˆWlèhe&B;yIê 
fqol 
fyBi¢M'˝ 
br[ 
πs´¢To 

creeping things 

hope for 

dismayed 

to gather 

look 

to be sweet 

you take away 

Ún̋<êy:n“qi acquisitions 

T;r“xæày: formed 

qj,cæâl̋] play 

ˆW[–w:g“yI expire 

d[r to tremble 

Wnv…â[‘y<w̋“ô to smoke 

y̋ji-yci conversation 

t/Y§nIa’ ships 

(i) What information about the sea is imparted by the psalmist? 

(ii) Why might it be construed that this psalm supports the concept of 
resurrection (verses 29–30)? 

(iii) Provide the meaning of d/[• in verses 33 and 35. 

(iv) Describe the theme, tone and purpose of the psalm. 

End of paper 
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