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N E W  S O U T H  W A L E S

CHINESE
2/3 UNIT (COMMON)

(60 Marks)

Time allowed —Two hours
(Plus 5 minutes reading time)

DIRECTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Print Chinese–English / English–Chinese dictionaries may be used.

Section I—Core  (40 marks)

• Attempt ALL questions.

• Answer each question in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

Section II—Options  (20 marks)

• Attempt ONE option.

• Answer the option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.
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SECTION I—CORE
(40 Marks)

QUESTION 1  Writing Skills  (10 marks)

Use a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

(a) Write about ONE of the following topics. Your answer should be written in CHINESE
characters and be 100–150 characters in length.

EITHER

(i) Comment on a book that you have read.

OR

(ii) What do your teachers wear to school? Do you like what they wear? Please
comment.

OR

(iii) Write a letter to your friend telling him/her about the university you hope to
enrol in. Explain why you want to study there.

OR

(iv) Write a dialogue between two school friends talking about how they celebrated
their birthdays.

OR

(v) A friend is going on a holiday in China. He/She has asked you to provide a list
of suggestions and helpful ideas. Write the list you might give him/her.

OR

(vi) Write a note to a friend explaining why you are unable to make an agreed
appointment.
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QUESTION 1  (Continued)

(b) Complete the following sentences in simplified or full Chinese characters in your Writing
Booklet.

(i) Travel

Simplified characters:

1 .................................................... ........................................................

2 ........................................................ ...........................................

Full characters:

1 .................................................... ........................................................

2 ........................................................ ...........................................

(ii) Personal World

Simplified characters:

1 ................................................ ....................................................

2 ................................... .............................. ...............................

Full characters:

1 ................................................ ....................................................

2 ................................... .............................. ...............................
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QUESTION 2  Reading Comprehension  (20 marks) Marks

Use a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

(a) Read the following passage, then answer the questions on the following page.

Simplified characters:

flat city

road shop

city centre air

Full characters:

flat city

road shop

city centre air

12 
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QUESTION 2  (Continued)

(i) From the passage, find the single characters or phrases for:

1 very straight;

2 everyday;

3 well-known.

(ii) From the passage, find the characters or expressions that have much the same
meaning as the following:

Simplified characters: Full characters:

1 1.

2 2.

3 3.

(iii) Answer the following questions in ENGLISH.

1 Which TWO cities did they go to during the holiday? Why did they choose
these cities?

2 Name TWO characteristics of each of the two cities they visited.

3 How did they spend their time while they were there?

4 Which city was the author’s favourite and why?

Question 2 continues on page 6
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QUESTION 2  (Continued) Marks

(b) Read the following dialogue, then answer the questions on the following page
in ENGLISH.

Simplified characters:

8 



7

QUESTION 2  (Continued)

Full characters:

(i) Why has Xiao Ying been unhappy recently?

(ii) What happened the previous Saturday morning?

(iii) What did Xiao Ying say about football?

(iv) How did Xiao Ying’s boy-friend react to Xiao Ying’s comment on football?

(v) What advice would you have given Xiao Ying?
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QUESTION 3  Language Study  (10 marks)

Use a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

(a) Dictionary skills

Write the radical of each of the following characters.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(b) Transliterate the following sentences into Hanyu Pinyin.

Simplified characters:

(i)

(ii)

Full characters:

(i)

(ii)

(c) Transcribe the following sentences into Chinese characters. You may use full or simplified
characters, or a mixture of both.

(i) Měitiān wǒ chı̄  guò zǎodiǎn yı̌  hòu, w ǒ xı̌ huan dào hǎibiān pǎobù.

(ii) Wǒ gēge shuō tāmen yì ji ā rén xiǎng húi Zhōngguó guò nián.
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QUESTION 3  (Continued)

(d) Match the four-character phrases listed below with the meanings given.

(i) (A) a large crowd

(ii) (B) flawless

(iii) (C) cause and effect

(iv) (D) behaviour above reproach

(v) (E) making biting/sneering remarks

(vi) (F) on all sides

(vii) (G) improper

(viii) (H) mean what one says

(e) Rearrange the following jumbled phrases into correct, logical sentences in your Writing
Booklet.

Simplified characters:

(i)

(ii)

Full characters:

(i)

(ii)
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SECTION II—OPTIONS

Attempt ONE option.

Each option is worth 20 marks.

Answers may be written in EITHER English OR Chinese, unless otherwise stated.

OPTION 1 —CHINESE FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES

Attempt BOTH Questions 4 and 5.

Answer this option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 4  (12 marks)

Attempt BOTH (a) and (b).

(a) Read the following advertisement, then answer the questions that follow.

Simplified characters:

Full characters:

(i) Who runs this company?

 (ii) What does this company do?

 (iii) What is the geographic scope of its activities?

(iv) What reasons does the company give for saying it can be trusted?
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QUESTION 4  (Continued)

(b) Read the following dialogue, then answer the questions that follow.

Simplified characters:

Full characters:

(i) What does Mr White want to buy? Why?

(ii) What discount does Mr Shen offer and for what quantity?

(iii) How long does Mr White have to wait for delivery? Why?

(iv) What is the outcome of these negotiations?
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QUESTION 5  (8 marks)

Attempt BOTH (a) and (b).

(a) Write a brief answer to EITHER part (i) OR part (ii).

EITHER

(i) What is meant by zhōngwài hézı̄qı̌ yè?

OR

(ii) What effect do quotas have on foreign trade?

(b) Answer ONE of the following in CHINESE characters in not less than 100 characters.

EITHER

(i) Discuss some cultural differences Chinese business people should be aware of
when dealing with their Australian counterparts.

OR

(ii) Write a letter to a Chinese government department telling them about your
Australian wine, and inviting inquiries from Chinese companies interested in a
joint venture.

OR

(iii) How has trade between Australia and China developed over the last ten years?
Give examples.
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BLANK PAGE

Please turn over
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OPTION  2 —TOURISM

Attempt BOTH Questions 6 and 7.

Answer this option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 6  (10 marks)

Attempt BOTH (a) and (b).

(a) Read the passage carefully and answer the questions below in ENGLISH.

Simplified characters:

Full characters:

(i) Where is Qingzang Gaoyuan and what is unique about it?

(ii) What effect do the extended hours of sunshine have on Qingzang Gaoyuan?

(iii) What can tourists see on the gaoyuan in China’s north?



15

QUESTION 6  (Continued)

(b) Answer the following question in ENGLISH in not less than 100 words.

A Chinese family of two adults and two young children plan to spend two weeks in
Australia off the beaten track, ie outside the capital cities. Summarise for them the
advantages and disadvantages of individual travel in Australia compared to package
tours. Suggest a possible holiday they could take, and provide all necessary details,
including estimated costs.

QUESTION 7  (10 marks)

Your answer MUST be written in CHINESE in not less than 50 characters.

You are travelling with a group of tourists in China and discover when you ring your mother
in Australia that your father has been taken ill in Japan. You do not have a visa for Japan.
Write a note to your tour guide, Ms Wang, explaining what has happened and telling her that
you want to go to Japan immediately. Ask her to make any arrangements you think would
need to be made, such as transport and luggage, airline tickets, accommodation, money and
passport.

Please turn over
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OPTION  3 —LITERATURE

Attempt BOTH Questions 8 and 9.

Answer this option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 8  (10 marks)

Read the following passage, then answer the questions that follow.

Simplified characters:
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QUESTION 8  (Continued)

Full characters:

(a) What happened between Zhou Puyuan and Lu Shiping thirty years ago?

(b) What were the main reasons for the tragedy that befell Zhou Puyuan and Lu Shiping?
What part did the society in which they lived play?
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QUESTION 9  (10 marks)

Attempt EITHER part (a) (pages 18 to 20) OR part (b) (page 21).

EITHER

(a) Read the following passage, then answer the questions that follow.

Simplified characters:
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QUESTION 9  (Continued)

Full characters:

Question 9 continues on page 20
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QUESTION 9  (Continued)

(i) The author Lao She excelled at depicting the personal characteristics of individuals
through language and actions. Give examples of this from the passage.

(ii) What is the author Lao She’s attitude towards ‘ ’ and the distressed
‘ ’? Which particular utterances reveal his attitude, and how?

OR
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QUESTION 9  (Continued)

(b) Read the following passage, then answer the questions that follow.

Simplified characters:

Full characters:

(i) What reasons are given for opposing the promotion of Engineer Lin to Chief
Engineer? Do you think they are valid? Why?

(ii) ‘Intellectuals! Huh! Intellectuals!’

Section Head Dong saw red whenever ‘intellectuals’, whom he held in contempt,
were mentioned. Using examples from ‘Weiba’ and drawing on your own
knowledge, describe the place of intellectuals in Chinese society at that time and
the difficulties they experienced.

OPTION 4 —FILM
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Answer this option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 10  (20 marks)

Attempt TWO of the following parts (a), (b), (c) and (d).

Answer the questions with reference to the film The Black Cannon Incident.

(a) What is the central theme of the film? How is this explored through the plot development?

(b) How does the committee reflect the society they live in?

(c) What is the overall atmosphere of the film, and how is it created?

(d) Describe TWO scenes you found moving, and give reasons.

End of paper
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