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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a
certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each
grade, at Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our
experts are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this
means that they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not
take accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit 4: Animal Welfare

Level 1 Level 2
Grade Unclassified
Pass . e e s
Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 NA 16 25 34
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Introduction

The assessment followed the format identified in the sample assessment
materials and was split into three activities. Each activity required learners to
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of specification topics and
apply this to the scenario presented in the stimulus material.

A ‘levels-based’ approach was taken when assessing the responses for each
activity, where the overall quality of the learner response was considered rather
than the specific number of facts stated from the indicative content.. More detail
can be found below in the individual activity section of the report.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

This report has been written to help you understand how learners have
performed overall in the task. For each activity there is a brief analysis of learner
responses. You will also find examples of learner responses to the activities, along
with features that led to the mark awarded. These should help to provide
additional guidance helping you to prepare your learners for future examination
series.

The style of the assessment is challenging for many learners as responding to the
stimulus material appropriately requires a breadth and depth of knowledge and
understanding from across the specification. This includes how animal welfare
standards are promoted and maintained, along with safe working practices and
compliance with relevant legislation when working with animals.

The stimulus material provides information on a fictional scenario where animals
are cared for. Learners may not be familiar with a particular setting, but they
should be reminded to draw on their own experience related to points from the
given context, applying this to how good practice of animal welfare standards
should be managed. Itis clear when learners have recalled generic information,
or contexts from previous series, as responses lack appropriate links to the
scenario. These responses demonstrate characteristics no higher than Band 1
descriptors.
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Learners should be encouraged to show that they understand the underlying
importance of the issue they have identified, in terms of meeting animal welfare
needs, safe working practices or legal responsibilies. Responses that omit this
aspect will restrict the marks that can be awarded, even if they include sensible
suggestions for improvement. The deeper understanding of why policies and
procedures are in place to protect the welfare of animals, and those who care for
them, needs to be demonstrated in responses that are to be awarded higher
marks.

Higher marks in all activies were attained by learners who approached responses
logically, in each point making it clear which part of the stimulus material was
being considered, giving an assessment of good or poor practice, why it was of
importance (in meeting welfare needs, maintaining good health and safety, or
complying with legal requirements and responsibilities as appropriate to the
activity) and making sensible suggestions for improvement / justifying why it was
good practice. They drew out a range of points from across the stimulus material
that were relevant and focussed.

In the 1906 series a number of responses lacked focus as regards the
requirements of each activity. Activity 1 responses should consider the needs of
animals, while Activity 2 responses should consider the health and safety aspects
of humans working and interacting with animals. Activity 3 must be based around
the legal responsibilities of those within the scenario.

Learners must be aware that notes or responses on the stimulus material are not
looked at when marks are awarded. Credit is given only to responses in the
designated answer space or additional sheets which clearly identify the activity
they relate to.
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Individual Activities

The following section considers each activity on the paper, providing examples of
common learner responses and a brief commentary of why the responses
gained the marks they did. This section should be considered with the live
external assessment and corresponding mark scheme.

Activity 1

Some very good reasoning was demonstrated by learners who selected relevant
information in the stimulus material and adopted the following approach:

e identifying the extent to which the college met the five animal needs through the
layout, routines and tasks, including noting the significance of where information
was lacking

e explaining why those routines or activities were important to the welfare of the
animal

e suggesting changes that would address those needs which were both reasonable
and practical

e explaining how these improvements would lead to higher standards of animal
welfare

The best learners structured their responses well, prioritising their discussions
and discussing a broad range of issues linked to each animal species.

Learners who identified a number of issues within the context but with only
some reasoning (that was occasionally tenuous or showed a lack of
understanding of the context) were limited to achieving 6-10 marks for their
answer. As in previous series, learners who did not reference each of the five
animal welfare needs in their responses were unable to gain marks in bands 3 or
4,

Some learners demonstrated a lack of being able to apply what they knew to the
stimulus material: these learners frequently began their responses with variations
on ‘Duckwood Animal Shelter does everything very well’. Those who identified the
most obvious flaws in routine or layout but did not give suitable reasoning about
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the importance of these to maintaining good animal welfare standards, were
limited to Band 1 (1-5 marks).

Learner Response 1 (20 marks)
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Learner response 1 gained the maximum total of 20 marks. This learner has
considered aspects from throughout the stimulus material and carefully
structured their response to ensure all five animal welfare needs have been
addressed. The importance of the issues they have identified has been given,
with reasonable and practical suggestions made for how the needs of the
animals can be better met.
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Learner response 2 (5 marks)
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Learner response 2 has identified some areas where improvements could be
made, but there is a lack of extension as regards the five animal needs and the
impact of these issues on them. None of the species present within the shelter
are considered individually and improvements can only be inferred by the reader
from the poor practice identified.
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Activity 2

Learners who achieved well in their responses to this activity clearly focussed on
the health and safety of the volunteers, staff and visitors to the shelter. They
identified issues from across the stimulus material, explaining the importance of
the issues to safe working practice, and made suggestions for improvements that
were practical and reasonable.

Some good considerations of the purpose and availability of risk assessments
were seen, both in terms of the scenario and referencing learner experience.

A large proportion of learners, however, focussed their answers entirely on
animal health and in these cases responses read as a continuation of activity 1.
A small number of learners demonstrated very little understanding of safe
working practices being to protect the health and safety of workers: as an
example, stating that the lack of direction about which personal protective
equipment (PPE) was ‘against the law’, without any reference to how PPE can
help protect against injury and/or spread of disease.

Answers that were focussed entirely on animal health, or only made passing
reference to human health and safety, were unable to achieve marks higher than
the top end of band 1 (5 marks).
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Learner response 3 (10 marks)
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Learner response 3 makes reference to a number of health and safety issues
from the stimulus material and provides appropriate and relevant suggestions
for improvements. There are some areas of weakness in extending the points

made that limit the response to band 2.
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Learner response 4 (4 marks)

Learner response 3 identifies several places where health and safety practices
are lacking, but the focus is on animal health. Those parts which are relevant to
human health and safety have not been expanded upon in terms of importance
to safe working or what improvements could be made.

@ Pearson
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Activity 3

Many learner responses to this activity were very poor and frequently repeated
material from activities 1 and 2 without actual reference to legislation or legal
responsibilities, which indicates a lack of familiarity with the effect of legislation
on the management of animal welfare in different contexts.

As had been the case in some previous series, many learners criticised the
concept of lone working as being against the law, with most not providing any
reasoning in much depth. The Health and Safety at Work Act has provision for
risk-assessed lone working: it was clear where learners were aware of this and
gave some consideration to the implications of that related to the scenario.
Some learners correctly referenced legislation around Health and Safety at Work,
Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSSH) regulations and the
Countryside and Wildlife Act.

All relevant references to legislation that were correctly applied to the context
were recognised when awarding marks to this activity, including references to
the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England)
Regulations 2018.
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Learner response 5 (13 marks)
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Learner response 4 identifies specific legislation in an appropriate and relevant
way, as well as pointing out where a number of the legal responsibilities are not
being met. The points made are justified in terms of the importance of the legal
responsibilities being met, but the response does not gain the full marks
available because the improvements that would allow the shelter to meet their
legal responsibilities fully are not explicitly stated in each case.

Learner response 6 (4 marks)

.m:....h.w.ing....ngmg...l:o..ca.s.,.nr...qﬁ....ﬁ.&._.]j.nrr..’..S.E.oc.tk....]nm!i.n.:g,....mr.....l-‘.g_gs......gﬁ___j_n.a’.ﬂl_l:_i,f_.[c.a&iun_-______
T‘nem ..... 9 }_-.gu_lsl__.lm__._u.___c,lenc____li.Eé____o;!....ins},.r.u.c&i.gn_.'?. _..ql.ur.‘m5....Q....F.ire...,..Suc.k....9;5 ..... o ‘nui.lshng...
owod Prom o fire. 08,0 MeeRNG. QoMb
.ﬂag...hwz__.a___la.gul__..tg_S_Pon.:in.hi.iil:.t_._}._..I:o....ensu.re..._Lla_e...c.umﬁ.nr.&___o){....SLe.l£.er..._,reﬁ.'.Jené..ﬁ..md.......
..].m..x._lm..ﬂ_lm_..olﬂ.e_?:.....ﬂﬂ{:....m.ef:...__f‘l.é....Larqﬂ.r.__.c_n_Clo.ﬁurﬁ.S.._a(c__..nq.'.c.o[esaL...E.o....ﬁﬂﬁu.l'ﬂ....ﬁL.e._..wﬁiF.Qﬁ."—

~
oed.of 0. Juikahle. eaviroament ace heing meb. lo aok do Soyi8 ack legale ..
’.Ener.c ..... Are. Ne..a '.a;lic.q‘:f\on.ﬁ....cﬁ ..... when. regular.. '?mﬁ:.f:g......:f.l.'l.S{?.e.c!;[n.n.ﬁ......Ucc..u.f,.o.t....f:.l\e. ..........
Lione§ ViSkecka

This response has identified some issues in the shelter's compliance with
legislation, though it is heavily reliant on the checklist provided in the stimulus
material. There is no real consideration of the importance of meeting the legal
requirements for the shelter, and very limited reasoning present.
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Ssummary

Based on their performance on this paper, learners should:

e Ensure they are providing a suitable response related to the requirements of
each activity
e Provide reasoning for the issues they identify and improvements that they
think would improve animal welfare, safe working practices and meeting legal
responsibilities in the appropriate activity response.
e Ensure they refer to the stimulus material in their responses
e Be aware that any checklist relating to legal requirements is an indicator of
legal responsibilities, rather than a summary of current practice, within the
scenario
e Give thought to the structure to their responses so that they can demonstrate
the depth of their understanding, e.g.:
o Identify and explain the issue/practice (good or poor), making links to
the stimulus material
o Suggest and explain improvements that could reasonably be made, if
necessary
e Tutors should ensure they use the course materials, including assessments and
examiner reports from previous series to familiarize learners with the style of
assessment. These can be accessed at
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-technicals/animal-
care.html.
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