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Introduction

This controlled assessment requires learners to consider articles provided
from research undertaken in the health and social care sectors including
health conditions, lifestyle factors, social care and welfare needs. The
controlled assessment aims to consider the learner’s ability to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding of methods, skills and ethical issues related to
carrying out research. When undertaking the controlled assessment, learners
should demonstrate their ability to apply knowledge and understanding of
research, with a focus on analysis of information and data related to the
current research presented in this assessment. Learners are required to
interpret the potential impact and influence of research on practice and
provision in the sectors, as well as evaluating current research to make
informed judgements about the validity of research methods used and
further areas for research.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

Centres have overall prepared learners well for this series and
undertaking the controlled assessment, with evidence of good teaching
and learning for the most part. Learners in this series have demonstrated
breadth of understanding of research in both the health and social care
sectors using secondary research to support responses in the set
activities. There has been some evidence of gaps in knowledge and some
time-related issues in responses but overall, learners have performed
well.

There appears to be a more balanced approach to choosing articles this
series, with evidence of centres submitting a mix of both health and social
care articles which is pleasing to see. This allows learners to have more
autonomy and a focus on their future career choices in relation to the
controlled assessment.

When preparing for this assessment, it is important, once again, to
remind centres that notes prepared for assessment should not be
potential responses to the activities. There were lots of similarities in the
responses of centres, with the same secondary research used, and some
rote learning of answering the activities evident. Notes for the
assessment, as stipulated in Part A, should be limited to the following;:

e facts, figures, and data relating to secondary sources covering the

article’s area of research.
e the research methods used in the learner's own secondary research.
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Centres once again should be reminded that when preparing learners for
this assessment, they should read and respond to the activities set. Many
learners have provided responses that, at times, regurgitate the article,
do not answer the activity set, or include information in one activity that
would be better suited to another activity; learners will not be awarded
marks for responses where they have not responded to the activity set.
Whilst undertaking the delivery of the unit, it would be advised that
centres support learners in how to approach each individual activity,
using the guidance and support offered on the Pearson website.

Individual Questions
Activity one

The assessment focus for this question is ‘understanding research
methods, validity and reliability of results of research’. Learners are
expected to understand the research methods used, with understanding of
data usage, in the chosen article. They should show understanding of validity
and reliability of research methods used and draw conclusions in relation
to the suitability of the methods used in context.

Health article

The health article for this series included an online survey sent to patients
with Coeliac Disease, following a gluten free diet. For the most part, learners
have approached this activity well, offering knowledge and understanding of
the research methodology included in the article. However, many responses
provided generic evaluation of this research methodology, offering little
evidence of their ability to link this directly to the article in question. This
limits the awarding of marks due to the need to consider context of the
research methodologies. Where learners had provided information on
statistical tests, it did not always support the evaluation of the research
method, butinstead attempted to evaluate these tests as a separate research
methodology. It is important to note to learners that statistical tests are a
measurement of data.

Social Care article

Within the social care section, learners were presented with a range of
research methodologies including online surveys, case studies, interviews
and focus groups. Overall, each of these methods were considered by
learners, with some nice attempts at evaluation of the research
methodologies. However, it is noted at times, these responses remained
generic with links to the research not always being considered. Where
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learners had a clear understanding of the research article, context, and
research methodologies, they provided some good evaluations and
considerations of the research undertaken.

Overall

Validity and reliability still appear to be an issue within responses. Where
learners understood these terms, they applied them well and gained higher
marks in this response. However, some learners added a cursory sentence at
the end of an evaluation which did not demonstrate their understanding of
the validity and reliability of the research methodologies used in both the
health and social care articles. Centres need to consider this as a priority in
their preparation for the unit. Although difficult, these concepts are crucial to
a learner’s ability to make evaluative judgements on suitability of research
methodologies. Sampling methodologies also remains poor in this activity.
Some learners have a basic understanding of sampling methodologies used
in research, but these are few and far between. Again, this is an important
aspect of research and centres should support learners in their acquisition
of knowledge in this area.

Learners are still including secondary sources of information in activity one
which is not required; where learners have provided secondary sources to
offer alternate research methodologies, this is not asked for and therefore
has not been awarded. For this activity, learners need to explain the research
methodologies used, evaluate these methodologies, and provide
judgements and conclusions on suitability within the context of the research.
Responses to this activity still frequently remain generic with little or no
reference to data usage, the issue presented, or the research methodologies
used.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 5 of 43 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

This response scored Band 4, 13 marks.

SECTION 1: Health Research
Activity 1
How have different research methods been used in this research?
In your answer, you should consider the:

sultability of research methods referred to in the article
reliability and validity of the research methods.
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This response scored highly because:
e Research methods are explained.
There is understanding of data usage in context.
There are evaluative judgements made.
The conclusions on suitability are supported.
The context of the article is evident throughout the response.
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This response scored Band 2, 8 marks.
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This response scored lower because:
e The research methods in the response are described.
e There is an attempt at evaluation, but these are unsupported.
e There is some evidence of suitability of research methods used.
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Overall

The ability to grasp the concepts of reliability and validity still seems to
remain an issue for most learners. Where learners understand these
concepts, they apply them well which supports their ability to evaluate the
suitability of the research methods used in the chosen article. Centres need
to consider this as a priority in their preparation for the unit; these concepts
are crucial to a learner’s ability to make evaluative judgements on the
suitability of research methodologies and this is limiting many learners when
accessing the higher bands.

Some learners are still including secondary sources of information in activity
one which is not required. Centres should support learners to understand
assessment outcomes for the unit, sharing the assessment focus with them
in preparation for the controlled assessment. For this activity, learners need
to explain the research methodologies used, evaluate these methodologies,
and provide judgements and conclusions on suitability within the context of
the research. Responses to this activity still frequently remain generic with
evaluations not always being applied to the research presented.

Activity two

The assessment focus for this question is ‘understanding the importance
of the issue being researched, why the research is being carried out, and
how the article and own secondary research reinforces the importance
of the issue’. Learners are expected to understand the importance of the
issue in the chosen article and include relevant examples of how the research
has affected individuals and/or professionals and/or wider society. Learners
should include secondary research in their response, demonstrating an
understanding of the relationship between this, and the article chosen.

Health article

Responses to this article tended to focus on the importance of the issue for
individuals, with only higher scoring learners considering professionals and
/or wider society. Many responses to this activity considered the participants’
increased risk of developing osteoporosis and the impact that Coeliac disease
has on the small intestine which are relevant and important points when
considering the importance of the issue and how it affects individuals.
However, these points often did not offer analysis and simply explained the
issue. Secondary research was evident in most responses, but this often led
to learners simply regurgitating their own research finding with little
application to context and the issue presented.
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Social Care article

The importance of the issue of vulnerable adults was in the main, recognised,
and responses considered a range of points including how issues for
vulnerable adults could be reduced through research, training requirements
and the availability of appropriate adults. Learners who chose to answer the
social care activities often provided better understanding of the impact of the
research on individuals and professionals. However, it was found that many
learners tended to provide a wealth of secondary research with little to no
application to the activity posed - often highlighting research findings with
little analysis of this in the context of the importance of this research.
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This response scored Band 3, 12 marks.
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This response scored highly because:

e There are explanations of the issue’s importance.

e There are relevant examples of how the issue affects individuals, with
reference to professionals.

e The evidence presented is supported with secondary research findings.

e The relationship between the issue and secondary research is explained.

e The relationship between the issue and secondary research findings are
evident.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 17 of 43 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



@Effcrsm BTEC LE Report 2101

This response scored Band 2, 7 marks.
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This response scored lower because:
e Theissue is described with some concluding statements.
e There are some relevant examples of individuals.
e There s evidence of relevant secondary research.
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Overall

There were some good responses to this activity with examples and
explanations of the importance of research into both issues included in
the health and social care research. Where learners scored well on this
activity, they demonstrated good understanding of the issues, using
relevant and supported secondary research consistently. There were,
however, many learners who provided literature reviews of secondary
research in both the health and social care sections, offering some
relevant research but with little to no application to the context, with
isolated links to the issues presented. For learners to be successful in
this activity, they need to consider why the research undertaken is
important - any secondary research included, should link directly back
to the activity posed through justification and an understanding of the
relationship between the issue presented and the secondary research
evidence included.

Activity three

The assessment focus for this question is ‘research implications for future
provision and/or practice’. Learners are expected to provide implications
of the research for future provision/practice in the sector, with analysis of
these implications. They should show understanding of the issue and
implications in both the context of the article and wider research. Learners
should also consider recommendations for change in provision/practice, with
justification.

Health article

The activity considers implications of the research on provision and or
practice in the health sector. There was a mixed level of responses seen to
this activity, with some learners offering insightful implications including
improvements in medication and symptom management, the recognition of
unnecessary dietary restrictions and a personalised approach to care for
those diagnosed with Coeliac Disease. However, where recommendations for
change were offered, these were not always focused on the issue at hand
with many learners offering impacts on individuals or changes to the
research undertaken rather than provision and or practice in the sector.

Social Care article

The activity for social care required the learners to consider changes to
provision and or practice in the sector, as well as the implications that the
research would pose on the sector. Where learners did this well, they
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provided analysis on things such as training programmes, service user
involvement and availability of funding to support enhancing change to the
provision available. Learners seemed to be able to contextualise their
responses more within this section of the paper, but recommendations
offered were not always supported or justified which limited the awarding of
marks for this activity.

This response scored Band 4, 20 marks.

Activity 3
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This response scored highly because:

e The implications of the research for provision and /or practice are analysed
and explained consistently.

e The issue and secondary research presented are consistent and in context,
linking to wider research evidence.

e Recommendations for change in provision and /or practice are included and
justified throughout.

e Rationale for implications included are supported consistently.
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This response scored Band 0, 0 marks.
: ¥y AN

ox 4and mm@ww

N ANe OVIgENod o Licie . Hhare WA
Coctacaugui oged 420 '
wolvsrseared g 3 £,

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 26 of 43 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

106 totaach and A

do o4 ‘douy FORA U ANDASNG :
X0 am.uﬁmmm;mw“_

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 27 of 43 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



© pearson BTEC LE Report 2101

This response scored lower because:
e The response is not worthy of credit.
e The response highlights change to the research undertaken that
could/should be made.
e The learner has not answered the set activity.
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This response scored Band 2, 9 marks.
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This response scored lower because:
e There are implications of the research highlighted and described.
e Thereis an attempt to provide understanding of the issue in context.
e Recommendations for change are attempted but do not go beyond a simple
reference.

Overall

There was a mixed level of responses seen to this activity, with some
learners providing clear and detailed implications of the research, and
others highlighting these in a more generic manner. Where learners had
clearly understood the activity, they often provided detailed accounts of
things such as training programmes, personalised approaches to
practice and the monitoring of legal and welfare rights. It was pleasing
to see that those who engaged with the activity were able to consider
secondary research to support their points, considering both
implications and recommendations for change in a knowledgeable and
consistent manner.
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Activity four

The assessment focus for this question is ‘planning and ethical
consideration for further research’. Learners are expected to offer
rationalised suggestions of research methods that could be used to continue
the research that they have chosen (in relation to the case study presented)
and need to justify the reasons behind these choices to show effectiveness
/suitability of the methods stipulated in the case study. Learners should be
considering planning of further research in the case study, ethical issues and
research skills that would be implemented in this research in the relevant
area. They should also highlight practical problems with carrying out research
in a wider context.

Health article

Learners for the most part responded well to this activity, providing
contextualised responses in relation to the case study provided. The higher
scoring learners were able to demonstrate understanding of the more
scientific methodologies used in the activity, offering some rationalised
responses. However, many learners focused on ethical considerations
throughout the activity. Although pleasing to see this, they often
misinterpreted the case study, focusing on the vulnerability of children in
research rather than considering the measures in place, often producing an
essay on ethics.

Social Care article

Responses to this activity varied from learner to learner; there was good
understanding of research methodologies, but this was not always in depth
or contextualised. Although the case study has been used more effectively
than in previous series, there is still a lack of application of the knowledge
surrounding research which limited the awarding of marks. Learners tended
to focus on more generic responses, offering valid evaluations of research
methods but lacking in application to the context given. Where learners
scored highly, they were able to apply their understanding of the key areas
of the activity to the case study presented.
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This response scored Band 4, 15 marks.

Activity 4
Silas waorks for the National A opriate Adult Network and is interested in improving the
services offered tovmﬁ'e'raail a%'ts in need of an Appropriate Adult. Recelit research

ﬂnmnsx have, m lng provided to improve the provision currem
Silas has been =) rs the
golicg.He will investigate 3 more aooaariate svstem for dealing with, and geporting, the
supportoffered,

During this research, Silas would like to investigate the use of more wolunteers as
riate Adults, along with the ™ hat wou service for

ner He would like to ve the participants in IEls E : v
monitoring of the provision. It Is with thetr input, the system

would be more ial and supportive for all involved.

Silas has decided to ur\dertakengmf meetings between Anmm -
2dults and seryvice users in a range of contexis o s theaudbutes p
w He will also provide a quantitative questionnaire 20 service u 3
to ratg what is important for them when using an Eppropriate ATt

Silas weill th the

gdrouns, to gather further data on the D : so hold >

foQUs qroyps with a total or 10 adyit social services g oye Tice ¢ : |

design the delivery Evaluation of this Provision Lo meet 1he need <7 r’*‘.:
1

What should Silas consider when undertaking this research? — AM}
|

You should include judgements on: —— '.# {

= planning considerations 3 Bal 1

- ethical issues ' - |

« research methodologies used in the scenario =

« research skills required to explore the issue. Lenihe = i

)
> B e

Shas  wmosh pu‘.-l- P‘-«r\r <} Witk p\&.uh(n LL&:.
cpeeads Uas ol wdode \as (u\%anal¢‘and____
L pa\l;db—-} socdy e ’q}/\u\r Ao :qmmmca_
g;.im cn AA («W apmk m@ou’) ‘_'_,‘f?fg - &“:3_

\ndpaol L \Wwspcove AA p(oﬁs\avs_,_kl:.__m\\ M
sded  cescacch """“u""‘k°l°ﬁj @\Ach_\cc._heﬁ_ AMA%
Par“j sackh a< o o\obm_o‘.__q“ls‘hlﬁb

and SV UNAS n o (e of M{‘Lb_.
> ‘CW'CA(\K— as b el .,s\m_au_ktd(ds—- :

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 33 of 43 Version 1.0
Issue 1

DCL1



= .

BTEC LE Report 2101

“&\r e deo\d cad et covery Aevesvalio us Ulalé‘o S
hen  Vue pudicgas wre  acssa e orc o<
waalchad l;lat .:‘l\l rtuﬁu" (72 Lv_l.:?-rwo{nw wel
Hee MacsHocuc g_.ﬁ.e,.ﬁr cdocdd v detin daueowe ads dtp(u\'f?
2 % oo \l«ﬂs a«g\oqna ookt v o\ aloa wcese
\/a\ao\i\b. Mo woomes % vwas wircese Wee vish op Shas cpome
ol ue preecnnn “\«w_ < w:ﬁ m‘yg‘\y G Ve e

. . _W’ : L 58 > \T.k-
Maﬁ.ﬁ Ao;(}\vt‘a. oM a‘&é @'D
e ?/uawt-\kvf. (owhoucxlt. for C0 Decviec O>ec B e i
> ,-Uwaul:-\&uc  odawve. 1 Mool Le o dosed qm
o k> aciec \o guuerbos gandior el clacesgec
(o evedode . e alne cxub (o ouderdale Stua“,wu.b,-, .
gt wile e anee vhuede cdolls ta saecler
gou>  a> wel > ases s (o0 gdoll sl
P amﬁmtjzc) st f.hee friwts N e ack
bdave Heo ™ be bede dexistom cued cxdle) Sog <yest
ove lo  ocue tnlexveieos Uwld are walcocl;ceel E::
= Meccasde feas qreeE> can caosecdericaul.  pedmn,
biaes which © when a C!;:m!nan\:.(mnmuj e He
geoop affeds U rerdly an toell o swal desrelily
Vies ws M ecudoers il weosl ﬂ..oy comach L

snewlly acoe ba M ) o Ue Grocp. Ln ' sf&.’
mj.uvéloa: ar:’l-{c? e and ae e e "_

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 34 of 43 Version 1.0

Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

e 1o dividi gls woed  Lwoww as> wead bias. -G

\.!qs N‘&&n o w ict Q(“lj ﬁ"
hs s Less ‘:jo‘ooﬂm\aoub{ ac"d \P‘}%

Ap{uuasaouww&xlaﬁucu ou:bﬁ o
has  done o obscvetbous Lan sde‘kqnlg S e
wiost deede

Gan belp rusese wedidy sock abm\ngzol'.’:l_..&l_.'
eomen W37 pem cgecd TS over Wy il T2Y -
eaean. His  wll dso wmacoee welichilly o weope
o por - vesre. Aedick  cand  cedbiglole lﬂw ‘L{‘s werq
pob beoe e w ceprancstlelioc of- a&(l‘,;;&-
&d  =ded I/5 proge Ao cock . c.:\ndn, qlgbm;_;
Jor ua o pred 5144(‘5(163 tMida Yoo low em
e volueralle U coor adse loe clam:_.pe( -
For e ouc-lo- <:nc.sui6(d634§4ﬁ4hﬂ¢5 ﬁﬂnﬂehju;____
Cﬁvu J.o ara,«ulow wr adlade il
wpideed Gllacale LaX 1& ﬂm;-.‘@b.ﬂiffwz._{ﬁb_..
@ u.ba PR SR su-&% czsb labe wk cccad
Wouk wor ell ()a.;&w ‘ull&__cés ey waast Wee
tonrde Mol  sous Ma&_mﬁkak_z{gsd
o alediocitin o wreiits &w%,mwu#

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 35 of 43 Version 1.0
Issue 1

DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

',A,\Ioul o, (owsle kol ,gou wask conkd e L} Qov wac
Lo lacudk Ueze coould 4 Loe ‘;j’,“f‘,,\-%‘{w"b nu‘}am'-l
Weert healn e ol d:‘a:‘,(&:lumuou 6;’0\4\9' wece alle
Vo diave Mises \&W(bﬂk\\j K wencasite auel vovit
de_cepeatel Mres comnile 1n DI and SE
and a\b\ou‘v DR so\' hcal  approved prom Woe
V«c&-ub op hovrewihes gued soc Sgaomes alb Woc udwﬂgj
pdondh as cell e Koo eucher lociny meenth
V%J-"t;*(jbo tusoged (o Mc.wtg»«»ﬁa-r..l&cc&zlrﬁ%
lo wesidens @upreledealy . Siles Sheadd. W2 permdk
af- o= pdevwnuaj st as @ bdaAﬂhn !kﬂg)‘b&! Adengn
e @ Preogin Glubok DD dale colleckac e leagNMIL
ZO\D) &.Eab well as Wie line et poc Tdervoias
dbpcondrons aud adage Wran for alime dil: ple
DQC\fn\v\c (JM QMI(ITC‘(P‘"{’b3 Uc )Lould tf-M'sl‘!q .u-c ;
Uscoel. oloyethivds  cusore Heexe Speeipic Mcazael,

AJam\a\.c, Feolislic Trwae A Slus wost lae
cowfcssteuz}-c / A 4 € S ,Q&-uso& €
pealinaps 43 ugmv Zor xu"@"‘z‘ﬁu L«\“f&_

o cC o ‘r Co et \'< ol\'\t\l\maball..(
‘:r%lfi‘; & s cordher (t‘:-??‘ig weorsb i
groct commmennician  stiMe. b omlcad ot
ool Moerx. ww«gad-«ad/ slill> b hae W @«p‘-"(
te hwr auel v wet sbed e Mcﬁ\ SJas
post W coucdod cdeerdl .«d%\w ¢ soled-

mulecyped- steonder seoreSe as> e, ‘MM

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 36 of 43 Version 1.0
Issue 1

DCL1



@ Egsgson BTEC LE Report 2101

| Afm Weg \(«c wask agelode -td’««o)aad

bl sl Waaet vfor1 lw(VCWC (‘).BJA m‘um
ruLm 9«,": Ploown ';J:} cu/ L«oulvgﬁ ' H
as L\.C. o= q.\ﬂk \o CWJ(O( H. :

B
“‘t‘&}:}(-y ond Le ‘VI[O(&M&QW he s (s caufil]"ﬁh |
el oS <3 oMAY Vo bias . Be cen compare pale et
et cad wppeclion i\l e more  ootresk ,Alqu.
\l— acmys Mo amed Mowuj L Cbou!l.«)r m% ke
amask Lald s Lﬂoc-.)\tQ‘aC avzed

Lol bes owav? , o‘wm : C*L.\Q;AML
fpech  audenron

o aF Sk T TR RN SR R

This response scored highly because:
e There are rationalised considerations of the suggested research methods
including improvements and changes.
e There is evidence of understanding the suitability of the research
methodologies.
e An analytical approach to the response is sustained throughout.
e There is coverage of planning, ethics, and research skills throughout the

response.
e Judgments on the importance of the considerations are consistently
supported.
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This response scored Band 1, 4 marks.

Activity 4
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This response scored lower because:
e The response offers a basic consideration of suggested research methods.
e Thereis reference to planning and ethical considerations.
e Theimportance of considerations are not supported.

Overall

Learners have provided more contextualised responses overall this series,
referring to the case study consistently in many responses. There have been
good attempts made to use the case study information when considering the
chosen research methods, with more learners offering good evaluations of
these in context. Some responses seen have not been balanced, focussing on
one area more than others, for example providing great information on
ethical considerations but lacking in research methodologies. Centres should
work on a balance of each area of the assessment focus to make further
improvements to responses to this activity.
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Summary

In conclusion, learners are making improvements with each series in
different areas of this controlled assessment. Knowledge of research
methodologies within the social care section of the paper have seen
improvements but more still needs to be done on things such as scientific
experiments. Learners need to be exposed to a range of articles throughout
delivery of this unit, allowing them to understand application of research
methodologies to different types of research, thus enhancing their ability to
evaluate these when undertaking the controlled assessment. Centres should
focus on supporting learners to develop their skills in extended writing, with
the ability to apply the relevant knowledge learnt in context. It is important
to remember that the controlled assessment does not require learners to
write everything that they have learnt in the unit during the assessment, and
that writing extra pages for activities does not necessarily equate to more
marks - this takes time away from performing well in all aspects of the
assessment. Centres should consider exam techniques and preparation for
assessment consistently when delivering this unit. It is also noted that
learners do seem to achieve better when sitting this assessment further into
the course where they are able to draw on knowledge and understanding
from across different units and indeed work experiences being undertaken.

The following is recommended for future examination series:

e Make use of the most up to date resources and specification provided for
this unit.

e Avoid re-writing the articles in responses, particularly with activity two.

e Support learners with exam techniques and extended writing skills.

e Support learners to use technical language for this unit consistently and
accurately.

e Support learners to understand assessment outcomes for each activity,
particularly activities two and three.

e Secondary research and choice of article should be independent to the
learner and not centre specific.

e Choose an appropriate assessment window for learners to sit this controlled
assessment; learners are more successful when they have had the
opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding across their health
and social care studies.
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