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Introduction

This is the fourth series of the Unit 7 paper in the BTEC Forensics and
Criminal Investigation specification. This external assessment requires
learners to read a case study and supporting material during timed
conditions and apply their understanding of theory to the corresponding
material.

The examination is split into four extended response questions, each
assessing part of the specification 1) psychological perspectives (20 marks),
2) treatment approaches (20 marks) and 3) offender profiling (20 marks,
splitinto a 12 mark and an 8 mark). All four questions are marked using a
levels-based approach where answers are awarded marks on a holistic
basis, considering the overall quality of the answer.

Some four set questions have both explicit and implicit areas for discussion.
The explicit areas are those specifically asked in the question, whereas
other areas for discussion will appear in the case study or data. These
implicit discussion points may include psychological approaches to crime,
biological and non-biological explanations of criminality, treatment
approaches of offenders and offender profiling. It is important that learners
take time to examine and use all the data and information provided in
order to access of the full range of marks available.

There is an expectation in this unit that learners will demonstrate the ability
to make links between theoretical knowledge, use of data, a case study and
research evidence (AO1, AO2). This application of knowledge and
understanding provides a vocational emphasis that aims to provide a basis
for future employment opportunities or study. In addition, Learners are also
expected to evaluate the information presented underpinned by knowledge
of criminal and forensic psychology, make reasoned decisions and
judgements (AO3). Learners should be able to create an offender profile
and be able to justify the effectiveness of the profile for narrowing down
suspects, predicting future crimes and providing the police with useful
interview techniques (AOA4).
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

The learners’ answers demonstrated a range of skills across the whole
paper. There was some improvement in Activity 3b from previous series
and that centres had tried to implement feedback from previous examiners
reports.

The candidates demonstrated that they had prepared for the examination
and that they understood the nature, design and required responses for the
paper. In future, it would be good to see improvements across all questions
based on the feedback in this examiner report.
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Individual Questions

Activity 1
Discuss two different psychological approaches which you could use to explain
Toby's behaviour. In your answer you must make reference to:

e one biological approach which could help explain Toby's behaviour
e one non-biological approach which could be used to explain Toby's
behaviour
e atleast two named psychological studies
e Case study 1 and Figure 1 to help support or challenge the two
psychological approaches chosen.
(20 Marks)

Learners were generally able to link a non-biological explanation to the
case study. However, many learners were unable to identify and link an
appropriate biological explanation. Learners across all levels found it
difficult to identify an appropriate biological study to explain Toby's
behaviour.

The most common biological explanation of Toby's behaviour was XYY,
however there was some misunderstanding about the nature of the theory
and some students did not use this seed in order to use the data displayed
within Figure 1. Learners should have knowledge of a range of
explanations on the specification and be able to select and apply this
knowledge to the case study provided and the exemplification to the
individual's behaviour.

Most learners provided some links to a study - however there was a lack of
depth in the knowledge and understanding of these studies. The most
common study attempted was Bowlby “44 Juvenile Thieves”.

The response below is in band 2 and gained 7 marks. A breakdown of
where the learners picked up marks in the different traits from the
marking grid can be seen below.

Trait 1 - Band 2. In the response shown below the learner has initially
started rewriting the case study as notes - this is not necessary. The
candidate has demonstrated some knowledge of multiple theories. There
is some knowledge of the PEN personality and the candidate has
attempted to link this to the case study. There is some information
presented about the maternal deprivation hypothesis but is not accurate
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or thorough. The explanations provided try and make reference to the
case study of Toby however there are some irrelevant factors.

Trait 2 - Band 1 - There is limited reference to pieces of research.

Trait 3 - Band 0 - The learner has not integrated the data provided into
their response.

Trait 4 - Band 2 - The candidate has presented an argument that
demonstrates some understanding but has not presented it in a coherent
manner.
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Activity 1 1*

Discuss two different psychological approaches which you could use to explain Toby's
behaviour. In your answer you must make reference to:

» one blologlcal approach which could help explain Toby's behaviour
+ one non-biological approach which could be used to explain Toby's behaviour
«  at least two named psychological studies

+  Case study 1 and Figure 1 to help support or challenge the two psychological
approaches chosen,

You should spend 50 minutes on this activity. 4
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The response below is in band 1 and gained 5 marks. A breakdown of
where the learners picked up marks in the different traits from the
marking grid can be seen below.

Trait 1 - Band 1 - Middle of band 1 shows some understanding of the
psychological approaches, made limited links to the case study.

Trait 2 - Band 1 - There is limited reference to pieces of research.

Trait 3 - Band 0 - The learner has not integrated the data provided into
their response.

Trait 4 - Band 2 - The candidate has presented an argument that
demonstrates some understanding but has not presented it in a coherent
manner.
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Activity 1

Discuss two different psychological approaches which you could use to explain Toby's
behaviour. In your answer you must make reference to:

+ one biological approach which could help explain Toby's behaviour
« one non-biological approach which could be used to explain Toby's behaviour
+  atleast two named psychological studies

«  Case study 1 and Figure 1 to help support or challenge the tweo psychological
approaches chosen.

You showld spend 50 minutes on this achhvity,
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Activity 2

Recommend and justify a treatment programme which could be used with Toby
to try and change his future behaviour. In your answer you should make
reference to:

e Case study1
e atleast one named psychological study
o the likely effectiveness of the treatment for Toby.
(20 marks)

Learners showed some knowledge and understanding of treatments that
aim to change behaviour, however there was little evidence of a treatment
programme (more than one treatment).

There were some generic responses where candidates provided an
appropriate treatment without linking explicitly to the case study or they
provided a basic description of a treatment without considering other
aspects of the mark scheme.

In the response shown below the learner has some understanding of a
treatment, however, this does not constitute a treatment programme as
they would have needed to provide more than one treatment. A link to a
study has been made however it has not been clearly described. Learners
are expected to show good knowledge and an understanding of the study
they choose. This response is in band 1 and gained 5 marks. A breakdown
of where the learners picked up marks in the different traits from the
marking grid can be seen below.

Trait 1 - Band 1 - Basic understanding of anger management.
Trait 2 - Band 1 - Programme not linked to the case study.
Trait 3 - Band 1 - Limited/inaccurate reference to Howells.

Trait 4 - Band 2 - Generic assertion to the effectiveness of the programme.
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Activity 2

Recornmend and justify a treatment programme which could be used with Toby to
try and change his future behaviour,

I yaur answer you should make reference to;

«  Case study 1

«  at least one named psychologlcal study

+  the Bikely affectivenass of the treatment fior Toby.
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The response below is in band 1 and gained 4 marks. A breakdown of
where the learners picked up marks in the different traits from the
marking grid can be seen below.

Trait 1 - Low band 2. This response identifies what anger management is
and the three stages. There is some reference made to what “triggers” Toby
to behave aggressively.

Trait 2 - Band 1 - Basic description of the treatment programme.

Trait 3 - Band 0 - No link to research.

Trait 4 - Band 1 - Brief potential effects of the programme.
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Auctivity 2
Recommend and justify a treatment programme which could be used with Toaby to
try and chamge hils future behaviour,

I your amswer you should make reference to:

»  Case study 1

+ @t least one named psychological study

«  the kely effectiveness of the treatment for Toby.

You showd spend 50 minutes on this activity.
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Activity 3a

Complete the offender profile template using the information given in Case study
2. Consider at least six features you would highlight as being significant.
(12 marks)

Learners were typically able to provide some relevant features from the
case study. There continues to be improvement in this activity and
candidates are able to show more features with evidence building on the
previous 1901 and 2001 entries.

There is still some confusion over profiling features and generic responses
such as “age” and “sex".

In the response shown below the learner has identified some relevant
features of the profile and has given some description attempting to
synthesise knowledge providing clear links to the case study. There are
some features presented that are not linked to the information in case
study 2, these were therefore considered to be generic features of profiling
and not awarded marks. This response is in band 2 and gained 5 marks. A
breakdown of where the learners picked up marks in the different traits
from the marking grid can be seen below.

Trait 1 - Band 2 - Features identified are relevant.

Trait 2 - Band 1 - Limited evidence from the case study.
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Activity 3a

Complete the offender profile template using the information given in Case study 2.
Consider at least six features you would highlight as being significant.

You showld spend 30 minutes om this activite
(12}

Profiling feature:

_Piunnel  ermme _.._-E'r.':“""t...-.tlf".t._;....--r:':E':'F].-Jf‘."'.';;_-_'::'-.f.l!:--_l’:f'.'f'l..-l:.'.'_'.:.ll'.‘..-......-

.I,:-”_Hr |’_-\'.-||-IE‘|.|||_ n_[ j:mpHm:r.. .g'.‘l' i --.-.:.+ o e P Ly
-} -5 i N oo N e

Evidence from the case study;
bike 1o Hhe (il S*-J]r whie b pagr © Hoey el phob it nob

rsrw'ﬁuf'ﬁr“tihfr"g B

Profiling feature:
 Mescadent - *"-"“Jv proeek i Mo aa Hey w0

....._.ffl!?’:'..l.'.t.':.r...-.".".t.:r.t".....E.:’.....J'l.’.fr.':"....'-?.":"’.".'.'.""...‘.:[...-'ff."“..'.lfj.. R

Ewvidence from the case study:

v ghewn e Fud rame ceime ber  ocewrrd o TuMloen

el Suergumeiny | fuead olleqes a-d alie o < sromee beppene]

Profiling festure:

Mo evwdence  ur fefr

Evidence from the case study:
...’.'L'F:Sj--_-:t.'.E_-ﬂ.'lF_r.E.'.'_--_."‘.-.1':5‘......;-:}:5F'?l"-!.*.'.'.‘.!-...f[.‘.I.I.'.“.?fL..-.w:-E wrieq .:—Uf. leb o
_olebear even  wlew b e bob

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 21 of 33 Version 1.0

Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

Frofiling featune:

Moo dfped o dedby

Evidence from the case study:
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(Total for Activity 3a = 12 marks)
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The response below is in band 1 and gained 3 marks. A breakdown of
where the learners picked up marks in the different traits from the
marking grid can be seen below.

Trait 1 - Band 1. Features identified but the descriptions presented are
limited.

Trait 2 - Band 1 - Limited evidence from the case study to support the
features.
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Activity 3a

Complete the offender profile template using the information gheen in Case study 2.
Considar at laast six faaturas you would highlight as being significant.

Vou should spend 30 minutes on this activiy.
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T B :
Frafiling feature: 3
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(Total for Activity 3a = 12 marks)
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Activity 3b

Assess the usefulness of using the offender profile you have created in supporting
the work of the police. (8 marks)

Learners continue to find this question challenging, however it is evident
that teachers and students are using previous examiners reports and
feedback in order to assess the usefulness of the offender profile they
created, rather than generically assessing the use of profiles for police
investigations.

Centres need to ensure that their candidates have been well prepared, so
they have a fuller understanding of the nature of profiling and can
demonstrate a range of elements that assess the usefulness of offender
profiling as identified in the specification to allow access to all bands of
response on this question.

In the response shown below the candidate has provided some application
between the offender profile they created and its usefulness to police. It
has gone beyond the limits of generic. It has only considered one of the
aims of offender profiling, further limiting the marks accessible. This
response is in band 2 and gained 4 marks. A breakdown of where the
learners picked up marks in the different traits from the marking grid can
be seen below.

Trait 1 - Band 2 - Some application and suggestions of the relationship
between the created offender profile and the usefulness to the police.

Trait 2 - Band 2 - generic judgement presented.

Learners should be prepared to consider the usefulness of their offender
profile in relation to:

e Narrowing down suspects

e Predicting future crimes

e Interviewing techniques
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Activity 3b

Assess the usefulness of using the offender profile you have created In supporting the
work of the police.

Yiou should spend 20 minutes on this activity.
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The response below is in band 2 and gained 4 marks. It suggests that the
profile may be useful to reduce the suspect pool and that geographical
profiling may be useful for a marauder. A breakdown of where the learners
picked up marks in the different traits from the marking grid can be seen
below.

Trait 1 - Band 2 - Some links and relationships between the created
offender profile and the usefulness to the police.

Trait 2 - Band 2 - generic judgement presented.
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F

Activity 3b
Assess the usefulness of using the offender profile you have created in supporting the
waork of the police.

You should spend 20 minwtes on this activity:
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Summary
Based on the performance of this paper, candidates should:

e Read the question carefully, including all the requirements, to
ensure they provide a response that means they are able to access
all available marks.

e Ensure they have adequate knowledge of a range of named studies
linked to the content outlined on the specification so that they are
able to include them within their responses.

e Ensure they have a wide enough range of knowledge and
understanding of the explanations in the specification for Activity 1
to enable them to apply an appropriate explanation to the case
study.

e Understand that a treatment programme encapsulates more than
one treatment for Activity 2 and the justifications for the proposed
methodology.

e Understand the difference between a description of an offender and
profiling features.

e Have a clear understanding of the main 3 aims of offender profiling
as outlined in the specification.

e Manage time effectively. The paper is worth 60 marks across 4
questions. Learners should be aware that the first 2 activities are
worth two thirds of the marks and should be given appropriate time
to complete these.
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