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Introduction 
 

This is the fourth series of the Unit 5 paper in the BTEC Forensics and Criminal 

Investigation specification.  This external assessment requires learners to 

read a case study and supporting material during timed conditions and apply 

their understanding of theory to the corresponding material.  
 

The examination is split into four extended response questions, each 

assessing part of the specification 1) the nature of crime (24 marks), 2) crime 

prevention and punishment (16 marks) 3) victims of crime (10 marks) and 4) 

media and crime (10 marks). All four questions are marked using a levels-

based approach where answers are awarded marks on a holistic basis, 

considering the overall quality of the answer. Within each mark band are a 

series of traits which students must address as part of their answer. These 

are consistent across each series.  

 

Some four set questions have both explicit and implicit areas for discussion. 

The explicit areas are those specifically asked in the question, whereas other 

areas for discussion will appear in the case study or data. These implicit 

discussion points may include types of crimes, types of data, theories of 

crime or judgements on reporting and impact of crime. It is important that 

learners take time to examine and use all the data and information provided 

in order to make use of the full range of marks available.  

 

There is an expectation in this unit that learners will demonstrate the ability 

to make links between theoretical knowledge, use of data, a case study and 

article (AO1, AO2). This application of knowledge and understanding provides 

a vocational emphasis that aims to provide a basis for future employment 

opportunities or study. In addition, learners are also expected to make 

reasoned decisions such as judgements on aims and forms of sentencing, 

and media as a contribution to the fear of crime (AO3). Learners should aim 

to interpret information and link theory to practical examples explained in 

the case study. 
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

There was more consistency of marks across the questions on this paper 

than seen in previous series.  
 

As in the previous series, there has continued to be an increase in learners 

using the case study well in applying their understanding to theories, and 

there is good use of the data. There continues to be a significant number of 

students that are using extracts from the case study without making links to 

the theory/theorists required from the question. Students need to ensure 

they are providing synthesis between the case study, theory and the data. 

Where students haven’t been able to provide the links, they have been unable 

to access the top mark bands where learners have to have a clear depth of 

knowledge of the specification areas. 

 

As in previous series, many questions throughout the paper were only partly 

answered. Activity 1 related to section A of the specification, as indicated 

below. Students need to ensure they are including the types and 

classifications of crime, and interpretation and analysis of the different types 

of crime statistics to access mark band 5, demonstrating A well-developed 

argument that consistently synthesises relevant understanding 

coherently. 

 

Additionally, in Activity 3 (victims of crime) a large percentage of learners 

were unable to make logical links between critical victimology and the case 

study and news article. Frequently, learners would explain positive 

victimology which didn’t address the requirements of the question.  
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Learners were able to make links between the case study and fear of crime 

in Activity 4, news values were included, however, they were generic in places 

and not linked back to the case study which for some learners, prevented 

access to the higher mark bands. Media as a contributor to crime was 

generally covered well with learners explaining moral panics and linking back 

to the case study and the news article.  
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Individual Questions 

 
Activity 1  

 

This question requires learners to discuss one general and two specific 

theories of crime. The general theory of Marxist theories in this case was 

apparent in many cases but often lacking in detail and wasn’t specific to 

neo-Marxism. Applications of Marxist theory ranged between quite 

generic and sometimes simplistic descriptions of class conflict with 

limited links to the case study or to explanation of these crimes. The 

result of incomplete discussion of theories is that learners cannot access 

the top band as they have failed to demonstrate knowledge that is 

comprehensive.  

On the other hand, some more nuanced development of neo-Marxist 

explanations, drawing links between inequalities and circumstances in 

the case study and elements of political motivation and agency in 

Bennet’s offending, in these responses, students were able to access the 

higher mark bands.   

Most responses were able to link the data on age in Figures 1 and 2 with 

the detail of Bennet’s offending – although only relatively few stronger 

responses took the opportunity to develop and explain these patterns 

with reference to, for example, ideas of ‘status frustration’ (Cohen), 

‘edgework’ (Lyng), or ‘drift’ (Matza).  

In relation to theories on gender, a number of strong responses sought 

to link the demands and pursuit of hegemonic masculinity to aspects of 

the offender’s motivations (e.g. thrill seeking) and circumstance (e.g. 

unemployment) described in the case study.  Lower band responses 

tended to reproduce generic accounts of gender differences unlinked to 

the detail of the case study - often explaining why women might not 
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commit such crimes – but not why this man did which limited their 

response.  

Only a small minority of learners were able to address the demands of 

A1 – types of crime statistics. Where this was done well, learners were 

able to discuss the type of crime, and were able to interpret and analyse 

the different types of crime statistic. 

 

The response below gained 20 marks. 

The response demonstrates a clear understanding of Marxist theories, 

age and gender. The knowledge demonstrated is sustained and 

comprehensive. The response clearly links gender and crime, and age 

and crime to case study 3. 
  

The response used data with some links to the case, however, these are 

not linked throughout and therefore the response would sit in mark 

band four for this trait; Uses the data/ information, with links made 

to the case study. 

Arguments are consistently synthesised with references to the type of 

crime allowing the response to meet the higher mark bands; A well-

developed argument that consistently synthesises relevant 

understanding coherently. 
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The response below gained 7 marks. 

The response demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of 

theory with some logical links made to the case study. Demonstrates 

some knowledge and understanding of general and specific 

theories, with some logical links and connections made to the case 

study. 

There is little or no attempts to use the data or links to the case study so 

this response would sit in mark band 1 for the second trait. Throughout 

the response, there is a one-sided argument that provides very limited 

synthesis.  
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Activity 2  

 
 

This question requires the learner to discuss crime prevention and 

punishment methods, aim and type of sentencing in relation to the case 

study.  
 

Once again there were a number of learners incorporating the data 

provided. As the question asks the learner to refer only to the case study 

no credit is available for the use of data in question 2. It is important that 

learners carefully read the question in order to ensure that they are 

including the relevant material in their answer. A number of learners 

included the element of A1 in their response for Activity 2, however, this 

needs to be addressed in Activity 1.  

 

Learners, on the whole, demonstrated a good, clear understanding of 

the aims and types of sentencing and good links were made to the case 

study. References to theories of postmodernist methods of crime 

prevention and perspectives on punishment were not as strongly seen 

as sentencing guidelines. Responses seemed to be referring the theories 

of crime rather than theories of prevention and punishment with many 

proposing crime prevention measures that owed much more to, 

variously, right-realist, rational choice, or left realist theory – rather than 

anything distinctly postmodern. In relation to punishment, those without 

knowledge of postmodern approaches tended to make general 

reference to the need for rehabilitation and/or harsh deterrents, again 

with no particularly postmodern content. 

A few responses showed a very impressive knowledge of postmodern 

theory which were well applied to the details of case study.   
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The response below gained 14 marks. 

This response is top band 4 for all traits. The postmodernist methods are 

outlined and applied to the case study in relation to how prevention may 

have been useful. In addition, the postmodern perspective on 

punishment is accurate, well detailed and linked to the case study. This 

allows access to the knowledge being accurate and comprehensive and 

enables access to mark band 4 - Demonstrates comprehensive and 

accurate knowledge and understanding of principles behind crime 

punishment and prevention methods. 

Not only is the form of sentencing clear but the aim of sentencing is 

outlined and explained in relation to the case study; A detailed 

description of the most appropriate aim and form of sentencing is 

given, which is consistently justified through the application of 

relevant evidence.   
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The response below gained 4 marks. 

Knowledge and understanding of postmodern methods and perspectives of 

crime punishment are limited. For trait two, there are some logical links and 

connections made to the case study. Aims and forms of sentencing are mostly 

appropriate, but overall, this part of the response lacks depth and there is a lot 

of incorrect information and so sits at the bottom of mark band 2 - A 

description of the most appropriate aim and form of sentencing is given, 

which is occasionally justified through the application of relevant 

evidence. 
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     Activity 3  

 

 
 

This question requires learners to comment on three areas 

victimisation: patterns, perspectives and impact. The learner is 

expected to highlight aspects of the case study and article that are 

relevant when discussing victims of crime. It is important to note here 

that there is no credit available for use of the data. This is limited to 

question 1. 

 

Patterns based on age and repeat victimisation were generally well 

developed and linked to the case study and article. Fewer candidates 

developed the impact of class on victimisation well, or even at all.  

Reflecting this, evidence of knowledge and understanding of ‘critical 

victimology’ was often lacking – there was a basic confusion with 

‘positive victimology’ evident in a significant number of responses. 

There is a need for students to be able to distinguish between 

elements of the question and understand how these relate to the 

specification. Some stronger candidates did attempt to relate critical 

criminology to the case study, but few were able to demonstrate a 

clear understanding of the concept in relation to Audrey Freeman.  

Considerations of the impact of victimisation were generally stronger 

– though some responses did not focus on the impact on the 

Freedman’s as required.  Rather, learners spent more time discussing 

broader impacts (e.g. on the company and its owner).   
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The response below gained 10 marks. 

 

This is a band 4 response. There are clear links to the case study 

throughout the answer. The answer is well structured with evidence 

relating to patterns of victimisation, impact of victimisation and some 

clear knowledge of critical victimology which is accurately discussed. 

The rationale for why Audrey Freeman is a victim of crime and the 

impact it has on them is constantly offered and fully supported 

throughout the response.  

 



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 27 of 36 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

 

 

 



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 28 of 36 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 29 of 36 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

The response below gained 3 marks. 

 

This answer highlights some elements of the question, such as initial 

patterns of victimisation, specifically repeat victimisation. There are 

some logical links and connections between the knowledge and for 

this, the response sits in mark band 1 for trait 1. For trait 2, the 

response again sits in mark band 1, the rational for why the individual 

is a victim of the crime is superficial and not supported.  
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Activity 4 

  

This question requires learners to make a judgement on whether the 

media increases the fear of crime. Judgements are expected to be 

supported by both theoretical evidence and links to the case study.  
 

Many answers highlighted judgements on the fear of crime with links 

to the case study, a main focus of the question. Stronger answers 

were also able to link theoretical concepts to these judgements. 

Theoretical concepts related to news values and the concepts of folk 

devils and moral panics. Many weaker answers did not include 

reference to any specific news values listed in the specification. Other 

answers discussed the work of Cohen, but did not link this concept to 

the case study or article. 

 

There were some excellent and sophisticated responses to this 

question that fused a strong knowledge of the theory of news values, 

moral panic, labelling, deviance amplification, with clear judgements 

on how the crime and its representation would create fear in 

Juryham.  The lower band responses did not incorporate a focus on 

judgements on the issue of ‘fear’ in the activity – but instead to 

describe/discuss a range of impacts that media coverage of the crime 

might have. 
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The response below gained 10 marks. 

This answer gained top marks available for this activity. There are clear 

links to a number of news values, age and moral panic. There are 

sustained and comprehensive links to the case study throughout the 

answer and the learner has made several judgements regarding the fear 

of crime. One of these judgments is clearly linked to both theory and the 

case study, gaining top band 4. 
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The response below gained 2 marks. 

This answer does make some attempts to interpret the case study and 

the article and there are some logical links made. There is some 

knowledge and understanding of how the media is a contributor to 

crime and so this trait sits in band 1. However, there is no relevant 

material presented for the third trait which considers the fear of crime. 
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Summary 
 

Based on the performance of this paper, candidates should:  

 

• Ensure that they are aware of how the specification links to each 

Activity. This will ensure that they are able to fully answer the 

questions. 

• Carefully examine the data in Activity 1 to ascertain both explicit 

and implicit specific theories that are required in the response, this 

will ensure that learners are able to access higher mark bands. 

• Ensure learners are prepared to use the data only where required 

on the paper  

• Practice structuring the responses and linking points between 

theory, the case study and the data.  

• Ensure that they have a clear understanding of the specification, 

such as positive and critical victimology.  

• Ensure that time is managed throughout the paper. 

• Ensure that all areas of the question are covered in the response. 
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