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Introduction

This is the fourth series of the Unit 5 paper in the BTEC Forensics and Criminal
Investigation specification. This external assessment requires learners to
read a case study and supporting material during timed conditions and apply
their understanding of theory to the corresponding material.

The examination is split into four extended response questions, each
assessing part of the specification 1) the nature of crime (24 marks), 2) crime
prevention and punishment (16 marks) 3) victims of crime (10 marks) and 4)
media and crime (10 marks). All four questions are marked using a levels-
based approach where answers are awarded marks on a holistic basis,
considering the overall quality of the answer. Within each mark band are a
series of traits which students must address as part of their answer. These
are consistent across each series.

Some four set questions have both explicit and implicit areas for discussion.
The explicit areas are those specifically asked in the question, whereas other
areas for discussion will appear in the case study or data. These implicit
discussion points may include types of crimes, types of data, theories of
crime or judgements on reporting and impact of crime. It is important that
learners take time to examine and use all the data and information provided
in order to make use of the full range of marks available.

There is an expectation in this unit that learners will demonstrate the ability
to make links between theoretical knowledge, use of data, a case study and
article (AO1, AO2). This application of knowledge and understanding provides
a vocational emphasis that aims to provide a basis for future employment
opportunities or study. In addition, learners are also expected to make
reasoned decisions such as judgements on aims and forms of sentencing,
and media as a contribution to the fear of crime (AO3). Learners should aim
to interpret information and link theory to practical examples explained in
the case study.
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

There was more consistency of marks across the questions on this paper
than seen in previous series.

As in the previous series, there has continued to be an increase in learners
using the case study well in applying their understanding to theories, and
there is good use of the data. There continues to be a significant number of
students that are using extracts from the case study without making links to
the theory/theorists required from the question. Students need to ensure
they are providing synthesis between the case study, theory and the data.
Where students haven't been able to provide the links, they have been unable
to access the top mark bands where learners have to have a clear depth of
knowledge of the specification areas.

As in previous series, many questions throughout the paper were only partly
answered. Activity 1 related to section A of the specification, as indicated
below. Students need to ensure they are including the types and
classifications of crime, and interpretation and analysis of the different types
of crime statistics to access mark band 5, demonstrating A well-developed
argument that consistently synthesises relevant understanding
coherently.

A The nature of crime

Al Types of crime and crime statistics
s Types of crime:

o different categorisations of crime - volume crime, major crime; classifications
of crime - summary, indictable, triable either way, crimes against the person,
crimes against property, cybercrime.

e Interpretation and analysis of the different types of crime statistics:
o Home Office official statistics

o self-report victim surveys — Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW),
Commercial Victimisation Survey (CVS)

o self-report offender surveys.

Additionally, in Activity 3 (victims of crime) a large percentage of learners
were unable to make logical links between critical victimology and the case
study and news article. Frequently, learners would explain positive
victimology which didn’t address the requirements of the question.
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e Perspectives on victims of crime:

o positive victimology - factors that produce patterns in victimisation, interpersonal
crimes of violence, contribution of the victim to victimisation, including victim
proneness

o critical victimology - structural factors that make a person more at risk of being a
victim of crime, state's power to apply or deny the label of victim.

Learners were able to make links between the case study and fear of crime
in Activity 4, news values were included, however, they were genericin places
and not linked back to the case study which for some learners, prevented
access to the higher mark bands. Media as a contributor to crime was
generally covered well with learners explaining moral panics and linking back
to the case study and the news article.
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Individual Questions

Activity 1

Activity 1
Discuss the reasons for the criminal behaviour of Zak Bennett in the Case study.
In your answer you must make reference to:

the Case study and Figures 1 and 2

Marxist theories that would be used to explain this criminal behaviour

theories on gender and crime that would explain the behaviour of the offender in
the Case study.

This question requires learners to discuss one general and two specific
theories of crime. The general theory of Marxist theories in this case was
apparent in many cases but often lacking in detail and wasn't specific to
neo-Marxism. Applications of Marxist theory ranged between quite
generic and sometimes simplistic descriptions of class conflict with
limited links to the case study or to explanation of these crimes. The
result of incomplete discussion of theories is that learners cannot access
the top band as they have failed to demonstrate knowledge that is
comprehensive.

On the other hand, some more nuanced development of neo-Marxist
explanations, drawing links between inequalities and circumstances in
the case study and elements of political motivation and agency in
Bennet's offending, in these responses, students were able to access the
higher mark bands.

Most responses were able to link the data on age in Figures 1 and 2 with
the detail of Bennet's offending - although only relatively few stronger
responses took the opportunity to develop and explain these patterns
with reference to, for example, ideas of ‘status frustration’ (Cohen),
‘edgework’ (Lyng), or ‘drift’ (Matza).

In relation to theories on gender, a number of strong responses sought
to link the demands and pursuit of hegemonic masculinity to aspects of
the offender's motivations (e.g. thrill seeking) and circumstance (e.g.
unemployment) described in the case study. Lower band responses
tended to reproduce generic accounts of gender differences unlinked to
the detail of the case study - often explaining why women might not
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commit such crimes - but not why this man did which limited their
response.

Only a small minority of learners were able to address the demands of
A1 - types of crime statistics. Where this was done well, learners were
able to discuss the type of crime, and were able to interpret and analyse
the different types of crime statistic.

The response below gained 20 marks.

The response demonstrates a clear understanding of Marxist theories,
age and gender. The knowledge demonstrated is sustained and
comprehensive. The response clearly links gender and crime, and age
and crime to case study 3.

The response used data with some links to the case, however, these are
not linked throughout and therefore the response would sit in mark
band four for this trait; Uses the data/ information, with links made
to the case study.

Arguments are consistently synthesised with references to the type of
crime allowing the response to meet the higher mark bands; A well-
developed argument that consistently synthesises relevant
understanding coherently.
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The response below gained 7 marks.

The response demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of
theory with some logical links made to the case study. Demonstrates
some knowledge and understanding of general and specific
theories, with some logical links and connections made to the case
study.

There is little or no attempts to use the data or links to the case study so
this response would sit in mark band 1 for the second trait. Throughout
the response, there is a one-sided argument that provides very limited
synthesis.
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Activity 2
Activity 2

Discuss the most appropriate crime punishment and prevention methods related to the
type of crime in the Case study.

In your answer you must make reference to:
the Case study
postmodernist methods of crime prevention
the postmodern perspective on punishment

the most appropriate aim and type of sentencing.

This question requires the learner to discuss crime prevention and
punishment methods, aim and type of sentencing in relation to the case
study.

Once again there were a number of learners incorporating the data
provided. As the question asks the learner to refer only to the case study
no credit is available for the use of data in question 2. It is important that
learners carefully read the question in order to ensure that they are
including the relevant material in their answer. A number of learners
included the element of A1 in their response for Activity 2, however, this
needs to be addressed in Activity 1.

Learners, on the whole, demonstrated a good, clear understanding of
the aims and types of sentencing and good links were made to the case
study. References to theories of postmodernist methods of crime
prevention and perspectives on punishment were not as strongly seen
as sentencing guidelines. Responses seemed to be referring the theories
of crime rather than theories of prevention and punishment with many
proposing crime prevention measures that owed much more to,
variously, right-realist, rational choice, or left realist theory - rather than
anything distinctly postmodern. In relation to punishment, those without
knowledge of postmodern approaches tended to make general
reference to the need for rehabilitation and/or harsh deterrents, again
with no particularly postmodern content.

A few responses showed a very impressive knowledge of postmodern
theory which were well applied to the details of case study.
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The response below gained 14 marks.

This response is top band 4 for all traits. The postmodernist methods are
outlined and applied to the case study in relation to how prevention may
have been useful. In addition, the postmodern perspective on
punishment is accurate, well detailed and linked to the case study. This
allows access to the knowledge being accurate and comprehensive and
enables access to mark band 4 - Demonstrates comprehensive and
accurate knowledge and understanding of principles behind crime
punishment and prevention methods.

Not only is the form of sentencing clear but the aim of sentencing is
outlined and explained in relation to the case study; A detailed
description of the most appropriate aim and form of sentencing is
given, which is consistently justified through the application of
relevant evidence.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 17 of 36 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

Vewy

fﬂ;m are_troryy Afferent & Cneoces _ehot ook ot Crune Preventen.
\S Ehe

etneds, One of thess weBS7® e prenroned Pese modecnise

mmw«GL-umprwm&Am* ..... Ghe. Preventon. methodS.

44 Lc hscusred e need. o look. k. . lhe. pesemodernisk .. . .

_.Lghgu‘a...._um&.mmoanu.»d,nd.duawmn&_ ..... Chew . WDON. S bhawd &6 ..

sauukﬂmu@h_amm S

Ta. s (038 Zors waenees. to ymond_mce»dw« Neoieh,
jzl&ﬂﬁﬂiLi‘wﬂhﬁdSQWQQMSMhQﬁb&ﬂmwgﬂamﬂmhﬂtbwcﬂn‘hﬂLmadﬁLww

_E‘:‘a h:nrag_‘m,lm K- bogqb end hews ClonsesS o no. ..

JQTL M,_du £ cackvdackisen,. Thig in. she Complets. sopasde .
L_ﬂzm& . o olsho... Ehat . ks mcsoiat G beleue (Ghoa
© o a

Umg_.‘:m..u.._&mk Cassxe_sf. Gume. a0 Cand=_be . Sucoed. "Che&e

&m éé ,&Q‘ o - ptw-# )%@ ﬂw vt (inhacks.
.&,‘}WWM lamercd | Mawdy _sround_hanes ,. md?m_efdé Qis....

R Al o e Sl et Aol

ﬂ D«md 5,7( o/img_:lﬂu“‘ )«mﬂs m&«dgﬂs&. ......
Lootcts. b gomeeal publ , Sk o3 Gaace) _and e poie. Thee _Ga. ..

4“ Ma-a&%%ém«&mm@ a. Cvned_act. (Nhen . Nbs
huck_ debecing o liminnd bem Comiborsy, o Curvinod ask bheos..
Gre. othec_backes._Chot o be iunplesented bo o e oo, Dome of.
(Aex... inclucs. neeh)ny effert eund (isk ood Feclucing th ceancet These . .
all.. ocks._ @5 debarences thuk . Xap. Coanerdd. acks . W@,ﬁfaﬁ«@ Lha...
pustic.Ore of thew (awo be ysolumenied by hysousses o Sep bhackers.

- UCLL



BTEC LE Report 2101

oaked okt ko tot wowiduas  wewd ke e Setf - g plsed
iE they  thiught. they were . ey, Mepsdcred. Ths S relevant . .

Prisens 0 Ghe pridererd O under MOMECTiNaBen and of€en dont

ﬂaa :Ls&b Sundor. to ehe. .Cunmnwa& omrach. fo puoshment

mm&mm&@mjmwmmwwn Te & _when
meammﬁ e offercec

an_udivdun  mokes amends for. thedr Cime
b rehaputkote. oo, Sgey rlowever, che. Aunceonalist  apProatns.
ok ak reparcion U hth the post Modernist thegr

it s Cose ZTok vaound.  bhawe. o nppm.@g Focq

@vc;ecn:j:m D o e thmea& ke m@wJaa .........

..... Dpnhdu'& on _tre. (rume Cornmutter) Zalk uo0Wd. (€U
Lof 3 Seneences These are a_ Custodial Sentence, |
.Cummb.ocdsr oc.a. s Each ane. has o different . purfoe.
‘Cu-'*ha:hcu DenwencRs wdh result. . tre offender. 301.9__60 Deaids o

,H\Umpr_mn Serbesces. Qmm e _ore Speciouhy fc

Gt @ 0. ckeerence _ond .am olso o lor m‘nor_Ca:nebm_. o

>

Lhe hudker graun. wnea e wxs 16 00k 15 0w 25, He _hos
‘Daammm_dﬂudmm ...... Cnra\n)mra anc) M%\z LArsAbe s
ke rehcietitaked. A Fue Wowdsa't Weork os he wowldob. .
M_Mmmqmbéwpomaqbk/&;&nds@@pw

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 19 of 36 Version 1.0
Issue 1

DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

Vwuses, buk. ke&m._f'bé latest. tagee. uas . pharem. .

Phrmoc;wcm Came Ehot P%' mechcaion ol over bhe

pocy, mwgﬁwmw%mda@ bhis._Compen

% all . s ko occount @ Custockol Senternce  wowd be The. .

bex ofbon. o K Keouwid . Jboﬂ&m‘l’wvabb% w?med as Zelc
S w%é&mmae

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 20 of 36 Version 1.0
Issue 1

DCL1



@ Pearson

BTEC BTEC LE Report 2101

The response below gained 4 marks.

Knowledge and understanding of postmodern methods and perspectives of
crime punishment are limited. For trait two, there are some logical links and
connections made to the case study. Aims and forms of sentencing are mostly
appropriate, but overall, this part of the response lacks depth and there is a lot
of incorrect information and so sits at the bottom of mark band 2 - A
description of the most appropriate aim and form of sentencing is given,
which is occasionally justified through the application of relevant
evidence.
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Activity 3

Activity 3

Explain the possible reasons why Arthur and Audrey Freedman were victims and the
impact this will have on them.

In your answer you must make reference to:

+ the Case study and the Article: Interview with Audrey Freedman
patterns of victimisation
critical victimology

impact of victimisation.

This question requires learners to comment on three areas
victimisation: patterns, perspectives and impact. The learner is
expected to highlight aspects of the case study and article that are
relevant when discussing victims of crime. It is important to note here
that there is no credit available for use of the data. This is limited to
question 1.

Patterns based on age and repeat victimisation were generally well
developed and linked to the case study and article. Fewer candidates
developed the impact of class on victimisation well, or even at all.
Reflecting this, evidence of knowledge and understanding of ‘critical
victimology' was often lacking - there was a basic confusion with
‘positive victimology' evident in a significant number of responses.
There is a need for students to be able to distinguish between
elements of the question and understand how these relate to the
specification. Some stronger candidates did attempt to relate critical
criminology to the case study, but few were able to demonstrate a
clear understanding of the concept in relation to Audrey Freeman.

Considerations of the impact of victimisation were generally stronger
- though some responses did not focus on the impact on the
Freedman'’s as required. Rather, learners spent more time discussing
broader impacts (e.g. on the company and its owner).
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The response below gained 10 marks.

This is a band 4 response. There are clear links to the case study
throughout the answer. The answer is well structured with evidence
relating to patterns of victimisation, impact of victimisation and some
clear knowledge of critical victimology which is accurately discussed.
The rationale for why Audrey Freeman is a victim of crime and the
impact it has on them is constantly offered and fully supported
throughout the response.
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The response below gained 3 marks.

This answer highlights some elements of the question, such as initial
patterns of victimisation, specifically repeat victimisation. There are
some logical links and connections between the knowledge and for
this, the response sits in mark band 1 for trait 1. For trait 2, the
response again sits in mark band 1, the rational for why the individual
is a victim of the crime is superficial and not supported.
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Activity 4

Activity 4

Assess the impact of the information in the Case study and the Article on the fear of
crime for people living in Juryham.

In your answer you must make reference to:
the Case study and the Article: Interview with Audrey Freedman
the news values that will have been used when deciding to publish the article

the representation of the labelling of crime.

This question requires learners to make a judgement on whether the
media increases the fear of crime. Judgements are expected to be
supported by both theoretical evidence and links to the case study.

Many answers highlighted judgements on the fear of crime with links
to the case study, a main focus of the question. Stronger answers
were also able to link theoretical concepts to these judgements.
Theoretical concepts related to news values and the concepts of folk
devils and moral panics. Many weaker answers did not include
reference to any specific news values listed in the specification. Other
answers discussed the work of Cohen, but did not link this concept to
the case study or article.

There were some excellent and sophisticated responses to this
question that fused a strong knowledge of the theory of news values,
moral panic, labelling, deviance amplification, with clear judgements
on how the crime and its representation would create fear in
Juryham. The lower band responses did not incorporate a focus on
judgements on the issue of ‘fear’ in the activity - but instead to
describe/discuss a range of impacts that media coverage of the crime
might have.
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The response below gained 10 marks.

This answer gained top marks available for this activity. There are clear
links to a number of news values, age and moral panic. There are
sustained and comprehensive links to the case study throughout the
answer and the learner has made several judgements regarding the fear
of crime. One of these judgments is clearly linked to both theory and the
case study, gaining top band 4.
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The response below gained 2 marks.

This answer does make some attempts to interpret the case study and
the article and there are some logical links made. There is some
knowledge and understanding of how the media is a contributor to
crime and so this trait sits in band 1. However, there is no relevant
material presented for the third trait which considers the fear of crime.
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Summary

Based on the performance of this paper, candidates should:

e Ensure that they are aware of how the specification links to each
Activity. This will ensure that they are able to fully answer the
questions.

e Carefully examine the data in Activity 1 to ascertain both explicit
and implicit specific theories that are required in the response, this
will ensure that learners are able to access higher mark bands.

e Ensure learners are prepared to use the data only where required
on the paper

e Practice structuring the responses and linking points between
theory, the case study and the data.

e Ensure that they have a clear understanding of the specification,
such as positive and critical victimology.

e Ensure that time is managed throughout the paper.

e Ensure that all areas of the question are covered in the response.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 35 of 36 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



© pearson BTEC LE Report 2101

BTEC

Ofqual

Llywodraeth Cynulliad Cymru
Welsh Assembly Government

Vog == )

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London, WC2R ORL, United Kingdom N== ~——
Rewarding Learning
Owner: VQ Assessment Page 36 of 36 Version 1.0
Issue 1

DCL1



