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Introduction

This was the third January series of this unit. Learners are required to show
their understanding of research processes, including methods of data
collection, interpretation of research findings, and the implications of
research findings for practice in the sector. They should show an
understanding of the considerations such as ethics, confidentiality, and the
viability of conducting research in practice that need to be taken into
account before carrying out research in the sector.

The question paper follows the format identified in the sample assessment
materials. The paper is split into four activities. Each activity requires
learners to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of different aspects
of research. This includes methods of data collection, their advantages and
disadvantages, the implications of the research for individuals, early years’
settings and the wider society. Marks for each activity are allocated in
accordance with the specification design.

Each of the questions has been marked using a ‘levels based’ approach to
assessment where the overall quality of the response is considered rather
than the specific number of facts stated from the indicative content,
although this does have a bearing on the quality of the response. More
detail can be found below in the individual question section of the report.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

e The paper examines learners’ understanding of the methods used in a
study of the involvement of parents in reading to their children in the
early years. It requires them to consider the implications of parental
involvement in early reading with their children and the implications of
the findings for practitioners in early years settings. Learners are
required also to show an understanding of key factors that should be
taken into account when conducting research in practice.

e Activity 1 requires learners to review the stimulus material, a small
study by the Book trust promoting the use of materials for reading with
young children (aged 12-30 months) to parents less likely to engage
voluntarily with literacy activities with their children. Learners are asked
to comment on the research method used, a pre-and post-intervention
self-completion survey about families’ use of materials provided to
them. Learners needed to review this method of data collection and to
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compare this with the methods used in research about this topic that
they have sourced themselves. Marks are available for work related to
both sources, with additional credit being awarded for learners able to
provide comparisons and conclusions.

Activity 2 requires learners to review the relationship between parents
and the setting, focusing on the additional engagement of parents with
the setting following the intervention. Learners should discuss the
impact of a positive relationship between the parent and the setting on
children’s enjoyment of reading.

Activity 3 requires learners to consider the implications of the
promotion and development of early literacy skills for practice in early
years' settings. The response should include reference to the article
and the implications of information learners have found within the
research they have looked at.

Activity 4 focuses on research practices needed to investigate the
impact of involving parents in the child’s early education. Learners are
required to critique a research proposal, making suggestions for
improvement where necessary.

Throughout the paper, where learners were able to show application of
their knowledge, they were able to access the higher mark bands for
the activities. Where basic knowledge was evident, but little application
was demonstrated within the responses, learners were not able to do
this.

It should be noted that responses overall were of a varied standard,
with some learners able to address the paper effectively whilst others
were clearly not so well prepared. Some learners were able to
demonstrate an understanding of research practices and offer realistic
critiques of these as well as making suggestions for the application of
findings within a classroom environment.

As this paper is based on the material provided in Part A, centres are
encouraged to ensure that learners focus on the material provided by
Pearson for this activity. Some learners commented within their work that
they had accessed the original source material which informed Part A.
Whilst this was not generally an issue in their responses, centres are
reminded that the questions and expected range of responses is based on
the materials provided in Part A, and that reference to the original article
will not allow access to additional marks.

Using the SAM materials during centres’ preparation for this paper will
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allow learners the opportunity to practice how to structure and present
their responses in order to attain the marks available to them. This should
include opportunities to practice analysis and make recommendations for
future practice. Referring to the mark scheme during the activities will
familiarise them as to the level of analysis and judgement required in Level
3 assessment.
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Individual Questions

Activity 1

Many learners discussed the research methods used in the source
material or the methods used in the material they had researched by
themselves to support their work. Where they were able to include and
comment on the methods used in both sources, showing an
understanding of the use of data in research through evaluative
comments and referring also to the reliability of the conclusions, they
were able to access mark band 4 for this question.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 6 of 37 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

Example 1

The learner has addressed all aspects of the question, and the comments
related to suitability demonstrate effective evaluation. The discussion around
both reliability and validity show a thorough understanding of the research
methods in relation to the Bookstart Corner project.

One of the ressarch methods used in this article was a randomised before
(pre-intervention) and after {post-intervention) self-completion survey with families to
whaom the Bookstart Corner programme was being deliverad.

How hawve self-completion surveys as a method of data collection for research been used
in this study compared to others you have researched about the issue?

Your answer should include:
other methods of research used to explore the Issue

+  how reliable the results of the research methods used are.
(15)
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The response above gained 13 marks
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Example 2

There is a basic and clear description of research methods used in the source
material, with reference to data collation and extraction. There is reference to
other methods of data collection (interviews) but no reference to other studies
that have used this method. Work is largely superficial. The conclusions on
reliability are not supported. A sound basic effort is presented.
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The response above gained 4 marks
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Activity 2

In this question there was a notable difference between learners who
were able to address the question in relation to the involvement of
parents in their children’s literacy development and those who wrote
more generally about children’s reading skills when in a setting. Example
1 shows a clear focus on the subject area including reference to different
sources of evidence. Example 2 does not address all areas of the
guestion or the assessment criteria, with marks awarded accordingly.

Example 1

A clear summary of the findings of the source material is presented. The work
shows some analysis of the issue, the importance of parents being involved
with their child’s reading and draws realistic conclusions from the source
material and additional research information. There are some examples of the
impact of parent/child reading on future skills and the wider impact of this. The
learner has used secondary research findings and demonstrated a sound
understanding of the relationship between these and the findings and
implications of the source material. A well-structured response accessing
marks in mark band 4.
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Activity 2

The research article discussed the benefits of parental involvement in their child's reading
and indicates that the Bookstart Comer programme exerts a positive influence on a wide
range of factors for the families receiving the programene.

The article states that ... monitoring forms showed a marked change in practitioner views
mmmmmmumdmm
believed the family to be playing and engaging a1 a normal part of dailly ie after the
visits compared with 23% who were doing this at the point of the flrst visit’

How do the issue and condusions in this study relate 1O your own secondary research?
(1)
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Owner: VQ Assessment Page 18 of 37 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

Example 2

There is a clear basic description of the impact of parents’ involvement in their

children’s reading, with outcomes stated. There is little reference to the wider
impact of the research findings however. The brief references to the secondary
research has isolated links to the key issue, parents reading with their children,
resulting in a sound basic response in mark band 1.

The research article discussed the benefits of parental involvement in their child's reading
and Indicates that the Bookstart Cormer programme exerts a positive influence on a wide
range of factors for the families receiving the programme.

The article states that . monitoring forms showed a marked change in practitioner views
about family behaviours, following Bookstart Cormer the majority of practitioners (62%)
believed the family to be playing and engaging as a normal part of dally Me after the
visits compared with 23% who were doing this at the point of the flrst visit®

How do the issue and conclusions in this study relate 1O your own secondary research?
15
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The response above gained 4 marks
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Activity 3

The question requires learners to consider strategies that settings can
develop and use to promote children’s development of literacy in their
early years. Some learners were not able to address this focus effectively,
instead seeming to use the question as an extension of their response
to question 2. There was a notable lack of reference to wider issues in
many responses, which limited to opportunity for these responses to
access all the marks available here.

Example 1

This response addresses all aspects of the question, with supporting
information provided through reference to early years’ theory, which
strengthens the response. The work addresses a range of implications for using
strategies within settings to engage children in the development of literacy
skills. There is clear reference to wider research and the recommendations for
practice are effectively supported.

Within the pre-release, it reflects on the current provisions that are in place such as the Early
years Foundation Stage staturtory Framework 2017 (EYFS,201 7). Within the EYFS 2017 it
highlights the importance of focusing on children’s reading at such as young age, which is
included in their prime areas. The EYFS 2017 encourages children to listen to stories from
others (Vygotsky 1929, More Knowlegdable Other, where the children learn from others),
talking to others (communication and language) which should be ecnouraged by Practitioners’
Teachers. This implicates, that the bookstart programme has a determental effect on children
from such a young age as it helps them to express their thoughts and feelings, develop Early
Language Skills and begin to graps the differences between spoken and written langauage *
Parents more likely to use puppets... sing or say thymes... when they read together’.

Skinner 1968, shows that children learn to read through operant conditioning and imiation of
others through a prompting and postive enviromnetal influcence. This suggets that the
programme helps the children 1o be able o leam from others such as parents. However this
could be limaitaion for the families, who have low literacy skills. This shows that Providing
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the parents with a DVD and a rhyme sheet that includes the help parents need to share stories
effectively and undertstand what the programme is all about ‘carefully selected resources.
This increases that the recommondations for change should be increasing the condfidence of
parents abilities to help the children langange and literacy. the Progammre should be shown
to all parents, even those who feel they do not need it as it can provide addtional support for
families in situations that can never be predicted, * need to ensure that its programme and
resources fiut the needs of children, families and practitioners and stakeholders®. This should
mean that the EYFS, 2017 should ensure that the programme or the help is implemmneted
within all setting and the aprmioate training should be compoleted and to work with multi-
agencies such as library or children’s centres, * Practitioners revealed that following the
sessions, paremtgs were now sharing books, stoires anfd rhymes with their children outside

the session”.

Source 1, also relfected the curment provision of the EYFS, 2017 within early yvears eduaction
such as Museries as it encourages settings and the programme to show progress under the
primae areas of development such communication and language. the implevations of this will
be that the more interactions with parent; books, rhymes and stories, inclivded in the
programme can have a big effect on the childrens language and literacy development. this is
also encouraged within setting threough the partnerhsip bstween practitioners and parents and
already seeing an imapact on the children’s holistic development. This signposts families
onto a range of addtional services providing ongoing support (family learmning courses etc)”
home based programme and is deleived by children's conetres staff, providing free reources for
the family and enabling entres to enhance their ecisting work with families”. It also provides
exctra help for children or families who have addtional needs as it helps their start in the
statmenting process and the 2 vear decvelopment check. the programme could also be
encouraged by speech and language therpaists that more reading and resources are made
available for children at home as well as within the session. The reccommednations i would
Suggest within the Early Years provision is that Practitioners potentially need more training to
“be skilled in adapted the resources to the contect and the children’s and parent’s interets®,
this increases encouragment from schools, mone awareness about the help avalable. the
Governement should also be able to increase the particaption through World Book Day or
even Mational Book Start Week. This is due to Chomsky's 1986 theory that children have an
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innate ability t leamn language so all the people around the child should make it easy for them
to access and to encourage it more often such as at home or at school.

Another source (4), uses the EYFS, 2017 to reflect the importance that language and literacy
have on the child as it is stated as a requiremnet to be implmented in the children’s life as
they should provide opportunities for children to begin to read and write, *children must he
given access to a wide range of reading matenials to ignite interets”. the implaction this has on
early years provisions it that it provide by schools that have many opportunities to expand
their reading skills * book gifting and advice to parents is a cost-effective way of raising
standards®. This can be ecnouraged and changed within Early year Provisions by with the
Book Start Programme, parent Books mornings within early wvears and encouragments of
parent’ child reading at home. This can also help children who have English as an Addtional
Language and is behind on the reading and speaking of thr language so the extra help
provided to child and parent could have a major impact on this school readiness of reading to
being a large factor within their development. Parents, who have low literacy skills or who
generally lack in condfidence in their ovwn reading ability can be provided further guidance
and provided with recurces to take home and work witht he child at home, * encourages
poatitive relationships with books. .. parental encouragement, parent confidence and
enjoyment’. Source 2 can also realte to this as it shows that *parent child initative can have a
poatitve effect in imporving parent literacy”. The recommendations that the Early Year
Provisions can chnage will be to invite families to free services such as rhyme and story time
at library and children cnetres and to make the families feel welcome and not judged, which

will increase particpation.

Owerall, the EYFS, 2017 has a determental effect and impact on families partnerships with
settings, the awareness of extra resources and help as well as ‘extremely cost-effective as well
as an efficent way of producing not anly higher standards in literacy but also higher the
standards across the curriculum® (source 4.

The response above gained 16 marks
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Example 2

This response demonstrates a clear lack of focus, with key areas of focus being
addressed almost inadvertently within the piece. The response does not address
the significance of the source material research findings for practice or
demonstrate any real application to practice. Marks are awarded for some
suggestions, such as the reference to the cost implications of implementing a
literacy strategy, which is acknowledged as a wider issue in context. There is,
however, no development of any relevant issues raised.

The research study states The comparative analysis showed positive significant changes
in parental perceptions of their child's engagement and enjoyment in reading, and of
thedr interest in reading’

What implications does this have for iImproving peovision for childeen to develop thew
reading shdlls in the early years?

In your answer you should refer 1o the article and your own secondary nesearch.
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Activity 4

The question requires learners to critically analyse a research proposal
linked to the reading skills of children aged 4 years. Most learners
managed to make reference to the validity and reliability of the research
strategy, although not all were able to link their ideas to suggestions for
practical changes to implement the research activity. Stronger
responses showed some evaluation with reference to key issues such as
confidentiality and ethical practice. Stronger learners were able to
suggest changes to the proposal to strengthen its validity and were also
able to include realistic suggestions for undertaking the research activity.

Example 1

This response addresses all aspects of question, including validity, reliability
and ethical considerations. There is evidence of a good understanding of
collecting, collating and interpreting data and of interpreting the research
findings. The work makes effective and consistent reference back to the case
study, and the changes suggested are realistic, practical and likely to result in
more reliable conclusions from the research outcomes. A mark band 4
response is presented here.
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Example 2

This work addresses the points required for this question, but they are mostly
not developed or fully explained or related to all essential key areas, such as

ethics. There are few realistic suggestions for change and they

are not

explained or developed within the work. Eg ‘there may be some limitations or
weaknesses to my research proposal. | will try to plan around these as they

arise’ - supported by weak example. Work is insufficiently developed
marks above mark band 1.

WY FORN TRERONT YORS TTTASA TV

« the ways In which this research could provide valld and reliable data analysis of the
development of children’s mading skills

«  potential imitations or weaknesses of the research proposal and how these could be
addressed through suggesting changes or additions

« factor 10 be considered In setting up the research activities, which may include
purpose and objectives, research skills and ethical considerations
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Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, learners should:

e Demonstrate an understanding of research methods and processes

e Be able to compare and evaluate different methods of research
depending on the area of investigation

e Appreciate the difference between qualitative and quantitative data
generated through research investigations

e Focus their responses clearly on the specific demand of the question
and respond accordingly

e Make links between research findings and early years’ practice

e Link the findings of research to wider social contexts

e Show an understanding of how research findings impact on the
development of early years practice

e Show an understanding of key concepts in research practice, including
ethics, confidentiality, validity and reliability

e Be able to interpret research findings in context

e Beable to present ideas using appropriate and clear language
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