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Introduction  
 

• This is the Lead Examiner Report for Unit 2, Development of Children’s 

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills, January 2021 

• The unit is mandatory and is assessed externally using a seen case 

study.  There are three unseen tasks on the paper which learners are 

asked to complete within the given time period. 

• The first external assessment of Unit 2 took place in June 2017 and 

assessment of the unit now well established, with no changes having 

been made to the mode of assessment since June 2017. 

 

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

• Overall examiners were pleased to find evidence of centres 

encouraging their learners to use the pre-release materials (case 

study) to help them develop their ideas and notes with which to 

complete the assessment.  

• Examiners noted an increasing number of learners continue to 

thoroughly read the case study and research specific aspects which 

in turn assists them in providing appropriate responses to the three 

tasks, for which they are credited. 

• Examiners saw some very good examples of how learners had 

provided justification by using theory to support their 

recommendations and rewarded them accordingly. 
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Individual Questions 

 
Activity 1 

 

The learner has addressed all three aspects of the activity.  

Work effectively with parents and carers of multilingual children aged three 

years old who have recently started at Woodways nursery to support their 

language development. 

The learner has made several relevant points which directly respond to the task.  

Sending multi language reports home is appropriate as are face to face meetings 

and the use of a translator, plus giving to the parents.  Involving parents through 

homework sheets has been credited as has developing a trusting relationship.  The 

learner has not included any theory or justification within this section, however the 

actions all address working with parents.  Many learners provided guidance on  

working with the children as opposed to the parents and unfortunately could not 

be credited for this part of the activity. 

 

Provide new staff with an explanation of Roger Brown’s Stages of Language 

Development in their induction to help them understand the sequence by 

which the children in the nursery learn to use grammar in their speech 

The learner has provided a clear explanation of Brown’s theory.  Most learners 

gained marks here and it is pleasing to note centres are making good use of the 

case study as an indication as to what may be required within the activities. 

 

Provide ways to work effectively with children aged between twelve months 

and two years old to support verbal interactions  

Most importantly the learner’s account is accurate in that it relates to the relevant 

age group. There are appropriate links to Piaget and appropriate resources are 

noted.   

Overall this is a good piece of work. Appropriate and realistic recommendations 

have been made throughout in response to the case study. The learner was 

awarded 7 marks and placed at the bottom of mark band 4 on the assessment grid, 

Further recommendations would have been needed to gain full marks within this 

section.  There is some good justification made through the supporting  theory  and 

the work has been placed at the top of Mark Band 3 and awarded 9 marks. 
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Activity 2 

 

The second activity is a  scenario based upon the needs of an individual child. 

Learners are required to produce a set of actions which are required to support the 

child.  The child in this example is four years old and has a long term hearing 

impairment. Frequently learners do not access the full marks available  on this 



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 11 of 26 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

question as  they do not always reinforce their recommendations with justifications 

which provide sixty per cent of the total marks.  Recommendations should be 

realistic and age related.  

This learner has produced some lovely work, having wrtten a short introductory 

paragraph to demonstrate understanding of the situation whilst also 

demonstrating a realisation there was  no need to provide a medical diagnosis of 

the child. The learner takes evidence from the seen case study that ‘Vanessa’ has 

experience in this area and should provide one to one support.  Realistic 

recommendations are made throughout and are always justified and supported 

with appropriate theory which is explained. The work was given Band 4 for 

recommendations with the lerner having made sustained references and Band 3 

for Justification of Recommendations providing a total of 16 marks. 
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Activity 3 
 

In general, learners are still not accessing the full range of marks (28 in total) 

for Activity 3.  There are a culmination of issues with regard to this, the main 

one being the activities devised by learners do not satisfy the criteria.  For 

example, activities relating to shapes do not satisfy the requirement to produce 

activities relating to counting, likewise activities are on occasions, not age 

related, hence requirements for the children to read numbers were not 

appropriate in this activity. Some learners are still using resources which are a 

safety hazard to the children, in this instance a number of activities included 

the use of counters which could be a choking hazard to three year olds.  

Examiners cannot credit any activity above Mark Band 1 where there is risk to 

the health and safety of the child and learners must be made aware of this.  

Some learners are providing details of how their activity will enhance other 

areas of development for example, gross motor skills and whilst this is to be 

commended, it cannot be credited in this section as the Activity does not 

request this information. Learners are advised to adhere to the requirements 

of the case study. 

Centres should continue to encourage their learners to devise activity plans 

whilst ensuring they are familiar with the specifications for Unit 2 in relation to 

numeracy as well as literacy. It may be useful to guide learners towards using 

the EYE to identify the milestones which the child is expected to reach within 

the given age range as this tends to provide guidance towards suitable 

activities. 

Below is an example of a good response, the learner has provided two activities 

which meet the criteria and has justified them throughout using appropriate 

theory.  

For their first activity, the learner has provided a full plan with resources and 

the role of the EYE.  The activity is age appropriate and a risk assessment has 

been planned to cover Health and Safety, additional activities for the twins has 

also been provided.  

 

The second activity is also age appropriate and whilst the activity is being done 

at home, it has been instigated by the EYE with justification provided.  The plan 

is once again detailed and includes a risk assessment and additions for  English 

as a second language. 

 

Both activities are fully justified using the theories of Vygotsky and Piaget in 

addition to the Early Years Educator 
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Summary 
 

Based on their performance on this paper, learners should:  

 

• Continue to develop activities in class based upon a given scenario 

• Ensure their work is age related 

• Ensure any activities are safe for the children  

• Have a full understanding of the specification relating to numeracy  

• Continue to develop their understanding and application of theory to 

scenarios within Early Years Settings 

 

The Sample Assessment Material and the Marking Grid for this Unit can 

be found here.  

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/childrens-play-learning-and-development-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
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