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Introduction

This unit is mandatory for all sizes within the suite of BTEC Level 3 Children's
Play Learning and Development.

This Lead Examiner report should be considered alongside the exam paper
and mark scheme, which can be found on the Pearson website.

The focus of the paper was on children's development, it covered a range of
theories of child development, together with selected factors which may
affect children's development.

The paper had 2 sections with 6 questions overall. Section A contained 4
guestions, each worth 16 marks; each question was based upon a separate
case study. These questions were then separated into 4 sub-questions,
which range from multiple-choice, short answer and extended questions,
with a mark range of 1 to 8 marks.

Section B contained 2 questions which required an extended response,
where learners had to analyse or evaluate; these questions were worth 12
and 14 marks.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

The overall performance on the paper was good, with a range of learner
achievements.

The learners’ understanding of theory is generally solid, however
Chomsky's theory was not well answered this time around, with many
learners not being able to write even one part of his language
development theory. Application of theory varied, with Vygotsky being
done well but Ainsworth'’s theory on attachment and Bruner’s modes of
representation were weaker.

The majority of the one-mark questions where information is selected
from the case study are answered well. The multiple-choice questions
are not so well answered and learners are losing marks on these.
Answers on the 4 mark questions should contain two answers where
one aspect of theory is applied to the information given in the case
study were well less answered this time. Learners are sometimes
repeating the aspect of the theory or leaving it out altogether.
Questions 5 and 6 proved to be good differentiating questions, with
more able learners being able to showcase their analytical and
evaluative skills.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 3 of 32 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



@ Pearson

BTEC

BTEC LE Report 2101

Individual Questions

Question 1(a)

In this multiple choice question the learners had to identify which process
related to cognitive development.

The correct answer was: Developing reasoning skills

It was disappointing to see that many learners did not answer this correctly. It
is important that learning have a good understanding of basic terms used in
child development.

Question 1(b)

In this question learners were asked to list three gross motor skills used by the
child in the case study, who was aged 9 months.

The vast majority of learners were able to do this accurately. However, some
learners lost marks because they did not include all the relevant information.

1 O ttimb e

2 Yol \\“05 ONex. o

The response above gained 1 mark

This is an example of a response not containing sufficient information. In 1)
the milestone should be ‘sitting up unassisted’, just ‘sitting up’ is too vague to
be awarded a mark. The same goes for ‘rolling over’; the crucial part is that the
child is ‘rolling over back to front'.
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Question 1(c)

This question was about Piaget's stages theory and how they related to the
child’s cognitive development. Learners appeared to find this question difficult
to achieve full marks on. Many were able to get 2 marks by applying sensori-
motor skills to the case study, but the most common score was nil. Some
learners incorrectly wrote about attachment in their responses.
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The response above gained 4 marks. 2 marks were awarded for ‘Melina would
be in sensori-motor stage as this is 0-2 years’ (1) ‘she would learn through
moving and using her senses’ (1). Then a further two marks were awarded for:
‘She may have achieved object permanence’ (1) ‘this is why she was looking for
the beaker once out of sight’ (1)
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The response above gained 2 marks, the second response contains no
rewardable material, as object permanence has not been mentioned.
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Question 1(d)

In this question learners had to apply Ainsworth’s theory of attachment to the
information given in the case study.

Learners appeared to find this question challenging. Many answers related
Bowlby's theory, rather than Ainsworth’s and this meant points could only be
awarded in the Level 1 mark-band. Learners seem to have a good
understanding about attachment in general, but not about the theory linked to
it. Asthe child ignored her foster mother, some learners interpreted this as the
child displaying independence, rather than having an insecure attachment.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 6 of 32 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

Pnnswor?nsmft)memﬁmchmﬂn’rshnmi
mxmm\\a,m(mnysamwm%%@oo\’Mtchud’s
OXYOCAMEIN 1S Wi e priiQry. caxegiver. fuee s ...
Mec'f\aocsoEaﬁQChtwnfanxlous,mcond
iﬂSﬂCu&’.ﬁ.ﬂ..Mﬁhﬂ&....d&fﬁ.....nQ?s.....1(105:c...___..&....%Cﬁod....ﬂnd\.....posiﬂ\c,(’_‘,
orraCnmaent wivn ey £0Stec. nactiaer, AnisS. Ccond. 6.
‘o.cccmsg.._....‘m:{.......bir.m__momcK_____L‘:H....__hef____.o.r..,,,masa.’t...Ei.t...cnoucjh._
lgg.....u:am...QE.&c,r.......Mﬂim_...DminB_.____pmem:.bo.bsj.,,,,cax,oug,..me.lin.a......____.
dC!CSV\O”FhQLdm’rO\nﬁV%Sfevm&\her%htmshﬁppb’r@\oe
Wi oy adult, ShE. 1S Nat PRt winen. et tihe
fostex o .‘.......lfD\MQS.,,,ﬂmd‘miCﬁmmS.....hﬁ\(.....wmm.....§.h€....Com.€S ............
pacie. NN WO .o Coxry Mpwngﬂnteheffo?’re(mﬁfher

covi.  uSe

leaNeS, Mg fovia e €0uCator asid 2me- nowiedag. ..

Q‘EPt\r\smomr\gmm\b&oundu%mndsMﬁ\xmscwm‘f
Sﬁﬂ%{o&em&hm\aﬁ\!elwmen’rmcmfsﬁu\&ﬂm&
AcEINt GOT_WMe. e Qw420 wno \nev. Sessten. waner
IS becanSe . sne. o no. axkadhwient 4o ey ond s
1S, CaVSING Mﬂxmscwcmsn%cwc PONQN
& Aevelopment. e €0 i nBAer widia fae e
own Ane. Comy eaws €ALieC. needs o bohd. o
0NN 0N Setiie. oMV A0 Mo ...

The response above gained 6 marks

In this response there is some description of Ainsworth, although this is not in
detail. There is an attempt to link emotional development to the theory and
attachment, which is good. Some points made are accurate and directly
applied to the child, but the answer drifts off towards the end. For this to go
into Level 3 mark-band the learner would have needed to make the links to the
case study more in-depth.
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The response above gained 3 marks.
There is a clear description of Ainworth’s strange situation experiment.

However, the learner has incorrectly suggested that the child has a secure
attachment. There is a good amount of detail about the theory but there is no
application to the case study and so no further marks could be awarded.
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Question 2(a)

This is the second multiple-choice question and learners had to identify one
way that playing in the park supports the child’'s social development. It was
surprising to see that a number of learners did not get this correct. These were
the options available for them to choose from.

0 A Develops his stamina

[0 B Encourages his creativity
0 € Maintains his friendship
O D

Boosts his self-esteem

Question 2(b)

For this question learners had to list three examples from the case study of
how the child’s self-esteem might be impacted. Learners correctly identified
these could be negative or positive, as in the example below. The vast majority
of learners achieved full marks.

v Teacher. puts. name on. boord. undex sad O

____________ G Ort.. Compéhhon

The response above gained 3 marks

Question 2(c)

This question required learners to describe two ways the child’s behaviour
could be understood, using Bandura'’s theory.

There was a range of marks, spread evenly across the 4 marks. It was good to
see a number of learners achieved full marks, showing they were able to
accurately apply the theory.
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The response above gained 4 marks.

The learner has clearly applied two different aspects of Bandura’s theory.
‘children copy role models’ (1) ‘which Ibrahim did as he copied Dylan when he
was shouting’ (1)

‘children are less likely to copy role models if they receive negative
reinforcement’ (1) ‘ this is why Ibrahim stopped once his name was written on
the board’ (1)

Question 2(d)

This question needed a discussion of Bronfenbrenner's theory and how it
related to the child in the case study.

Learners are still having issues with understanding this theory, or if they
understand the systems, they are not able to select appropriate information
from the case study to apply it. The meso-system appears still not be
understood that this relates to two micro-systems working together.
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The response above gained 6 marks

This response shows a detailed understanding of Bronfenbrenner’s theory,
with most of the systems being included. Examples are given for the systems
and the learner has made points which are directly applied to the child in the
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case study. There has been an attempt to develop the answer further to
include other aspects, but these have not been clearly linked to the case study.
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The response above gained 3 marks
In this response the learner has given incorrect details about the meso-system.

This is the most common error on this question.

Question 3(a)
In this question learners had to identify two ways the children were given the

opportunity to investigate objects.
This question proved to be straightforward for the learners and full marks were

often achieved.
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The response above gained 2 marks

Question 3(b)

This question involved learners identifying examples of fine motor activities
within the case study.

There were very few errors on this question.

The response above gained 2 marks
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Question 3(c)

This question required learners to describe ways that Skinner's theory was
being used to support the child's development.

Many learners lost marks on this question because they only included one
aspect of Skinner’s theory, usually positive reinforcement. It is important that
two aspects of theory are applied separately for full marks to be achieved, as
in the example below. There was ample opportunity to achieve full marks, as
there were examples of primary and secondary reinforcement, as well as verbal
and non-verbal rewards.
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The response above gained 4 marks.
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The response above gained 2 marks.
This is an example of how marks were lost because there was only one aspect
of theory given. Response 2 was repetitive.

Question 3(d)

To achieve full marks in this question, learners had to discuss how Vygotsky's
theory was being used to support the child's spelling skills.

There was a good range of marks achieved, with the more able learners able to
succeed.
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The response above gained 8 marks.

In this response the learner has demonstrated an in-depth understanding
Vygotsky's theory, covering a wide range of different aspects. Each of the points
made has been linked to the case study, with clear application to the
development of the child’s spelling skills. The answer is logical and coherent,
so for all these reasons it received top marks.
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The response above gained 3 marks.

This answer was awarded marks at the top of the level 1 mark-band. There is

a limited understanding shown of the theory and the points made are generic.
No links are made to spelling skills or literacy development.
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Question 4(a)

For this question the learners had to identify two examples where the setting
were encouraging social interaction.

The learners were able to answer this well, with most achieving full marks.
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The response above gained 2 marks

Question 4(b)

Learners had to identify two examples of mathematical skills being promoted.
This was a straightforward question to answer, with clear examples in the case
study which most learners were able to select. An error that lead to losing
marks was just stating aspects without the mathematical skill. For example:
‘erowing seedlings’, without the reference to measuring them.

The response above gained 2 marks
This is a precise answer which gained full marks.

Question 4(c)

Chomsky’s language theory was examined in this question, with learners
having to describe how the pre-school was using his theory to support the
children’s language development.

Unfortunately, the vast majority of learners did not score marks on this
question. There were still instances of responses containing ‘LAD" without it
being written in full. No marks are awarded if only abbreviations are used.
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Learners appear to still find Chomsky's language theory challenging to answer
questions on.
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The response above gained 4 marks

Marks were awarded for the theory and then the linked application, as follows:
‘everyone is born with a language acquisition device’ (1) ‘which allows us to
acquire and use language’ (1)

‘children have a critical period when they learn the most language’ (1) ‘pre-
school children are in this period’ (1)

LA ~ \GN&\C‘»QSQ oqusition  device .
—~
(c) Explain two ways the preschool is using Chomsky’s theory to promote the
children’s language development.

The response above gained 1 mark

The mark was awarded because the learner wrote out ‘Language Acquisition
Device'. The rest of the answer contains generic details about how to promote
language, rather than linking to specific aspects of the theory.
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Question 4(d)

In the last question in Section A, learners had to discuss how Bruner's modes
of representation theory was being used to promote cognitive development in
the case study.

Many learners were able to name the stages, with some going on to describe
the stages and pick out examples from the case study which they felt supported
their points. However, very few learners were able to identify that the mode
they needed to focus on was iconic, as this related to the children in the case
study. Points were not awarded if the learners covered all three modes, they
needed to apply the theory accurately to the information they had been given.
No learner achieved marks in the level 3 mark-band.
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The response above gained 5 marks

Although this answer is brief, the learner has shown an understanding of
Bruner's modes of representation. They have correctly selected the iconic
mode and have not only used information from the case study but have
developed their answer to relate it to the children’s wider experiences.
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The response above gained 3 marks

The learner has shown an understanding of the three modes, with basic
examples being given. However, the learner has not specified which mode
applies to the age and/or stage of development of the children, so the marks
could not go above level 1 mark-band.
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Question 5

This is the first of the extended answer questions and it gave a scenario of a
child who lived in a remote rural location, without access to an early years
setting and difficulties accessing healthcare. The question asked for an analysis
of the short-term impact on physical development for this 2 year old child.
There was a wide range of answers for this question, with some learners able
to analyse the impact on physical development well. It was pleasing to see the
inclusion of positive aspects of living in a rural location, as well as the challenges
this poses.

Answers at the lower end tended to be a rewrite of the scenario, with little
additional information or interpretation.

Some learners only focused on the limitations of healthcare access, sometimes
with long-term impacts, instead of short term. It appeared that some learners
had little awareness of vaccinations in childhood, with instances of learners
saying it would stop the child catching a cold.

The lack of access to an early years setting was explored well by some learners,
with them being able to analyse how fine and gross motor skills might be
delayed.

Learners at distinction level were able to analyse and synthesise information,
linking in their knowledge of areas of development together with theorists such
as Bandura or Bronfenbrenner.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 21 of 32 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

Living. (o remott Wed. wdhe A focilities o
Lould agfect Cora's PhUSICOL  development As She. ...
WL have 4ew pPlay. epPOrfunties. cNoee. oo, ...
thiS means thak Cora  woud Aok be veang her .
MOLOC. SEillS. 0S Mmuch_ongd. oud fon. eenad.
AU NLE doveiopment narms A e tutace. .

TR QOCLOr'S  SUCQRIY (S iN_Tthe . Aext Town. Meaning

Ner O gpt there . Cora. hos miSsed check -Ups. .

Wil NRChealeh visitor MeaN(Ng. ot they .
ConnOt dReOifL) L0 COa S meating. ey .
ERysLcod. AeVeLoPMENt  NOMNS. HNQ( Q FOE .

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 22 of 32 Version 1.0

Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2101

Coro not peing. up. 1o gate miﬁ'\ mf VACOOOLIDNS.. .
up.1o. mnmg LS EES_ 08 her Dﬁdg won't be. &ssnorg
CoroL 0450 NOS fwssed dentiSt oppoint mencs.

mmmg _______ the dentists. cannor. LdEﬂl?lH_.} i hel feeth -

HQFIL humdz s mea.ns mo\t w Lmu ﬂs:t tm:ul\
0s fost OS Others. i haef %m_._(md g:@s& B
motor Seils . o R

Sheis. onua iVl geo.(j ad Could._ e w@nq— ...........................
EOted. U Qf_extre mewy. Srong. WM. ..

Geiming. 0. 0N el YOS serring.and...
LS OLaNOST umposible e fefare St‘ul

u.lll emp&( WL O SRS

The response above gained 8 marks - top of level 2 mark-band.

The learner has covered a range of points, showing there is good
understanding of the impact of limited access to healthcare and early years
services. The points have been explained and contain some analysis, but there
is a lack of detail. Examples have been given and there is a conclusion,
however, no positives to the situation have been given. There is effective use
of the case study, but the analysis would have needed to be more in-depth to
achieve higher marks.
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The response above gained 4 marks - top of level 1 mark-band
The learner has shown a basic awareness of the impact on physical
development, but there are inaccuracies. The learner has made an attempt to
link to Maslow’s theory but this is very limited. There is no link to the lack of
attendance at an early years setting.

Question 6
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This question required learners to evaluate the strategies linked to information
processing theory the practitioners could use to improve children’s cognitive
development.

This question was well answered by those learners who had an understanding
of information processing theory. However, it was apparent that some learners
were not aware of this theory and could only use the information given in the
case study about memory and attention span.

Some learners wrote about lots of theorists linked to cognitive development
and others wrote about strategies to promote memory, with no link to the
theory behind the strategy.

But it was good to see those learners who were aware of this theory being able
to apply it so well and to attempt an evaluation.

Distinction level learners were able to evaluate strategies with clear and
appropriate justification given for the points they made. Their answers were
coherent and logical, with a relevant conclusion.
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The response above gained 12 marks - middle of level 3 mark-band

This response shows an in-depth understanding of information processing
theory. It contains a range of strategies which have been linked well to
cognitive development by giving clear, age-appropriate examples. There is
some evaluation on the impact, but this is not detailed enough to achieve full

marks.
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The response above gained 12 marks - middle of level 3 mark-band.
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This example was well structured and coherent throughout. There is an in-
depth understanding of the theory and then this is supported by knowledge of
the strategies which could be used. There is some evaluation, which is
supported by a conclusion.

Summary
Based on their performance in the paper learners should:

e Be aware of the basics of child development, including key terms, so
they can apply them in all the different question styles.

e Ensurein the 4- mark describe questions they include one point about
the theory and then link this to an aspect taken from the case study,
for each of the two answers.

e Ensure they are aware of the differences between the two theories of
attachment studied in this unit. i.e. Bowlby and Ainsworth

e Learn about Bronfenbrenner's meso-system so they are able to
accurately apply it to the information they are given.

e Be able to discuss and apply the correct mode of representation from
Bruner’s theory, relating it to the information given in the case study.

e Be aware of all the theories within the specification, including those
such as information processing theory

e Structure the extended questions in Section B, so answers are
coherent, logical and come to a conclusion.

e Ensure there is clear, balanced evaluation in question 6, which links to
the scenario and the question.
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