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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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Introduction

This was the second series of the new specification, and as such, the first time that
this unit has been externally assessed in the January 2019 series. Learners did not
appear to be as well prepared for this series as for the Summer 2018 sitting.

It is recognised that the publication in August 2018 of the Sample Assessment
Materials for this revised paper resulted in centres having less time to prepare
learners for the January sitting, and that this may have impacted negatively on the
quality of the responses learners were able to produce. This was particularly evident
in many learner responses which demonstrated limited, or no evidence of secondary
research based on the article. Changes to the time allocated for additional research
and for the examination itself may also have affected the standard of the responses
seen.

It is also recognised that the article itself made reference to broad ranging rationales
on the development of children’s literacy skills, and to their impact on children
throughout their lives. This was confusing for some learners who were unable to
focus their own responses on literacy skills, thus making the paper less accessible
than in previous sittings.

The question paper follows the format identified in the sample assessment materials.
The paper is split into four activities. Each activity requires learners to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding of different aspects of research. This includes research
methods, their advantages and disadvantages, the implications of the research for
individuals, early years’ settings and the wider society. Marks for each activity are
allocated in accordance with the specification design.

Each of the questions has been marked using a ‘levels based’ approach. The overall
quality of the whole response is considered rather than the specific number of facts
stated from the indicative content, although this does have a bearing on the quality of
the response. More detail can be found below in the individual question section of the
report.

@ Pearson
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

e Learner performance varied throughout the paper. Learners need to show
knowledge and understanding of research methods and their application
in early years' practice. Both depth and breadth of information is needed
in order to fully address the demands of the paper.

e Activity 1 requires learners to review the stimulus material (an Ofsted
report on a small study reviewing the teaching of literacy and language in
Reception year settings) and extract information from this report and from
research materials that they have sourced themselves. Marks are available
for work related to both sources, with additional credit being awarded for
learners able to provide comparisons and conclusions.

e Activity 2 requires learners to develop their ideas by relating the findings in
the report to practice. This is further expanded on in Activity 3 where
learners need to identify and discuss ideas for practice raised by the
Ofsted report in reception and to demonstrate an understanding of the
implications of doing so.

e Activity 4 focuses on research practices needed to investigate language
and literacy teaching in Reception classes, and learners are required to
critique a research proposal, making suggestions for improvement where
necessary.

e Throughout the paper, where learners were able to show evidence of their
own research and application of their knowledge, they were able to access
the higher mark bands for the activities. Where basic knowledge was
evident, but little reference to secondary research and/or the application
of knowledge and understanding was demonstrated within the responses,
learners were not able to do this.

e It should be note that responses overall were of a very varied standard,
with a small number of learners able to address the paper effectively, and
many learners whose responses suggested minimal preparation and little
understanding of research practices or findings.

@ Pearson
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Individual Questions

Activity 1

Some learners were able to identify some or all of the research methods used in
the stimulus material. They were able to comment appropriately on the reliability
of the research methods used. The authors of the paper had conducted
guestionnaires and interviews and referenced other research findings. Some
learners were able to provide information about the positive and negative
implications of these research techniques.

Stronger responses contained about the reliability and validity of the methods
used and presented this in conclusions supported by appropriate evidence. They
also included reference to research papers and articles that they had sourced
themselves, and were able to provide comparisons and conclusions about the
appropriateness of the methods used in these papers also. Learners who
accessed the higher mark bands were often able to compare the research
methods used in the research that they had sourced with those used in the
stimulus material provided.

The work shown below demonstrates a comprehensive approach to this question.
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Set Task
Activity 1

One of the research methoads used in this article was questionnalnes

How have questionnalres been used in this study compared to others you have
researched about the issue?

Yout answer should include:

+  other methods used to explore the research objective

«  how refiable the results of the research methods used are,
115
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Weaker responses made little reference to additional material, or did not show
any realistic understanding of the way questionnaires have been used in the
study. Suggestions of other methods used to investigate this issue, and comments
on reliability and validity were not always addressed. Many weaker responses
referred to Free School meals in their responses. This was not appropriate as this
information was included in the report as part of the wider Ofsted commentary
on children’s achievements in early years.

Other responses referred to bar charts/graphs as a ‘research method’ and did not

demonstrate understanding of the difference between finding information
through research and the presentation of the findings.

14



:BTEC L3 Lead Examiner Report 1901 (CPLD, Unit 4 Enquiries into Current
y Research in Early Years Practice)

The example below provides an example of work that fails to address key areas of
the question:

Activity 1
One of the research methods used in this article was questionnaires,

How have questionnalres been used m this study compared to others you have
researched about the issus?

Your answer should include

other methods used to explore the research objective
how reliable the results of the research methods used are
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Activity 2

Learners should be able to show an understanding of the key points in the
research provided in the Ofsted article. They should be able to develop this by
using the information about children’s early literacy skills and comparing these
findings with the findings in their own secondary research. They should show how
this can link to issues in the wider society. For example, children from poorer
backgrounds often do not have access to books and other literacy materials at
home, and so are less likely to begin school with good literacy and language skills,
unlike their better off peers. These children are more likely to qualify for free
school meals throughout their school life, and this is recognised in the Ofsted
report.

Work for this activity gained marks across the range of the mark bands, although
the majority of responses were awarded mark band 2.

Work that achieved in the higher mark bands identified factors that contributed to
the successful teaching of language and literacy in early education. Where
learners demonstrated links to their own research to support their work they
were able to show higher levels of understanding and application of knowledge
within their responses to this question.

The example below illustrate the links between the source material and learners’

own findings, with reference to the future impact of good language development
in the reception year.
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f 1
Activity 2

The research article explores the factors that contribute to the successful teaching of
language and literacy in the Reception Year. The article states A good early education is
the foundation for later success!

How do the findings in the article and the conclusions drawn relate 1o your own
sacondary research?
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Weaker responses were sometimes able to present relevant information,
although this was limited in relation to the links between their own research and
the Ofsted report. Learners were able to make some reference to the factors
contributing to the development of literacy and language in Reception classes,
and made some brief references to the implications for this within the wider
society. Weaker responses contained little or no justification for the suggestions
made. The work below illustrates this point:

Activity 2

The research artiche explores the factors that contribute to the successiul teaching of
language and literacy in the Reception Year, The article states ‘A good garly education is
the foundation for lates success!

How do the findings in the article and the conclusions drawn relate to your own
secondary research?
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Activity 3

More learners were able to access the demands of this question, albeit with
varying levels of skill. Stronger responses demonstrated an understanding of
appropriate implications of improving literacy teaching in the Reception year
supported by justifications from the Ofsted article and learner’s own research
findings. Reference to wider society and future opportunities for children showed
learners’ understanding of the implications of good quality literacy teaching in the
early years.

The work below provides an examples of work that addresses key areas of the
question:

s 3

Activity 3

One of the key findings of the research was that 'The headteachers prionitised language
and literacy as the cormerstones of larning’

What are the implications of this key finding for improving language and literacy for
children in the Reception Year?

In your answer you should refer to the article and your own secondary research,
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Weaker responses demonstrated a limited understanding of some of the
implications for improving literacy teaching in the Reception year. Most
suggestions were not well supported within the work. Reference to wider society
and future opportunities for children were only briefly mentioned and overall the
work demonstrated a limited understanding of the implications of literacy

teaching in the early years. The work below provides an example of work that
illustrates this type of response:

M

Activity 3

One of the key findings of the research was that JThe headteachers prioditisad language
and literacy as the comerstones of learming’

wun@mmmw improving language and literacy for
children in tHETaception Year?

In your answee you should refer to the article and yout own secsadary research,
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Activity 4

The majority of responses for this activity meets the requirements for mark band
1. Stronger responses demonstrated the learner’'s understanding of essential
aspects of research processes, including reliability, validity, sample size and
implementation practices. Learners were able to critique the suggested research
plan and suggest ways in which it could be improved, taking into account essential
aspects, as mentioned above. Suggestions for change were appropriate and well
supported and links to the case study were evident.

The example below demonstrates how more marks can be accessed when
learners show an understanding of research processes and how these should be
effectively implemented within research practice.

Activity 4

Your headteacher has asked you to Investigate the effectiveness of language and literacy
teaching in Reception classes.

The headteacher has produced the following research proposal

visit three settings

interview classroom staff to discuss their role In 1eaching language and literacy
observe and record activities that support reading and writing development

ask parents/carens to complete a written questionnaire about home school reading
stoee the data you collect away from each semming

Drawing on your understanding of research methods, provide the headteaches with
a3 repors that critically analyses their research proposal to include: your preparatory
research into language and leracy, obsérvationa. planning and assessment.

In your report you must cover the following:
the ways in which this research could provide valid and reliable data analysis of
language and literacy teaching In your Reception setungs
potential Emitations or weaknesses of the research proposed and how these could be
| addressad through suggesting changes or additions

factors to be considered in setting up the research activities, which may include
purpose and objectives, research skifts and ethical considerations.
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Weaker responses were able to identify some research processes and show a
tenuous link to the plan suggested. Sometimes they were able to identify validity
and reliability as important elements in the process, but few were able to relate
these to the plan suggested. Occasionally, learners linked their comments to

suggestions for improvements.

The work demonstrates limited understanding of the requirements of the activity.

Your headteacher has asked you to Investigate the effectiveness of language and literacy
teaching in Reception classes.

The headteacher has produced the following research proposal:

visit three settings

interiew classroom staff 1o discuss their role in teaching language and literacy
observe and record activities that support reading and writing devetopment

ask parents/carers 1o complete a written questionnaire about hame school reading
store the data you collect away from each setting.

Drawing on your understanding of research methods, provide the headieacher with
a report that critically analyses thelr research proposal, 10 include: your preparatory
research into language and Iteracy, observations, planning and assessment.

In your report you must cover the following:

¢ the ways in which this research could provide valid and reliable data analysis of
2 language and Riteracy teaching in your Reception settings
~ potential imitations or weaknesses of the research proposed and how these could be
#ddressed through suagesting changes or additions
factors to be considered in setting up the research activities, which may include
purpose and objectives, research skills and ethical considerations
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Ssummary

Based on their performance on this paper, learners should:

e Have alimited understanding of research methodology

e Beable to review and comment on particular research methods in relation to the
information being sought

e Show avery limited understanding of key issues such as validity, ethics and consent
when considering research findings

e Beable to comment on research findings and draw basic conclusions

¢ Be able to make some basic links between research findings and the implications for
early years practice

¢ Know that there are links between research findings and later academic performance

e Beableto present their ideas and understanding in writing
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