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Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 

occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our 

qualifications website at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html for our 

BTEC qualifications. 

 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html 

 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help 

of a subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson. Their 

contact details can be found on this link:  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/teachers.html 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at https://www.edexcelonline.com 

You will need an Edexcel Online username and password to access this service. 
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every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 

been involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 

100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high 

standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more 

about how we can help you and your learners at: www.pearson.com/uk 
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Grade Boundaries 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain 

grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at 

Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 

the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 

are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that 

they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.  

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure 

learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the 

external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different 

parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if 

we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take 

accessibility into account. 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
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Unit 2 – Development of Children’s 

Communication, Literacy and 

Numeracy Skills (31598)  

 

Grade Unclassified 
Level 3 

N P M D 

Boundary Mark 0 12 25 39 54 
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

Examiners commended centres for their hard work in preparing their learners 

and taking heed to the comments made in previous reports. The work 

produced on the whole was of a satisfactory standard, however there was 

evidence, during this series that showed learners sometimes put too much 

unnecessary detail into their responses.  

 

Centres need to encouarge learners to make succinct points in response to the 

tasks or otherwise learners tend to penalise themselves by running out of 
time. It was noted that a few centres were providing their learners with 

additional sheets of plain paper which were not authorised. If additional  
sheets are needed these must be the authorised additional sheets which are 

provided by Pearson and they must be fully completed.   

 

Centres should increasingly make more use of the case study, it is designed to 
provide learners with a good idea of what they should research to complete the 

three tasks.   

 

Centre should also encourage the learners to address the information which is 

required for each task; as an example, additional language needs  were 

appearing in Activity 1 as opposed to Actvity 2.  
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Individual Questions 

 
The following section considers each question of the paper, providing examples of 

learner responses and a brief commentary on the rationale behind the marks 

given. 

 

Activity 1 

 

All questions relate to the task brief which provides the information for learners to  

apply when responding to the activity. This section is always based upon an Ofsted 

Report which the early years setting has received.  Learners are asked to produce a 

report in response to the Ofsted report. They are required to: 

 

• further develop systems of observation and assessment of each child  to plan for the 

next steps in all areas of their  learning and to monitor their progress to complement 

their development. 

• review how staff can support the two to three-year-old children in their development 

of speech, communication and language. 

• further link speech, communication and  langauge to the children’s cognitive 

development.   

 

The first part of activity 1: ‘further develop systems of observation and assessment of 

each child’ was, unfortunately by some learners, ignored or skimmed over. As a result, 

responses could not be assessed any higher than Level 2 mark band as not all the 

activities had been addressed. In contrast other learners presented some good work 

for the second aspect which was supported by Vygotsky.  

  

In general the second part of the activity was addressed well, with responses showing 

ways in which staff can support two to three year olds in development of speech 

langauge and communication. Some learners however tended to diverge into 

providing activities here, however in general it was pleasing to note that the work was 

age related. 

 

The final part of the activity involved links to cognitive development, with the more 

able learners linking this to Information Processing Theory or the work of Piaget.  It is 

essential that learners refer to theory within this section, however the theory should 

be linked to the activity. Examiners have noted that a number of learners appeared to 

be including theory which was not linked to the activity. Credit could not be given to 

Skinner in this section as it had very little if any relevance, whereas learners who 
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referred to Piaget and Information Processing in relation to cognitive and Bruner’s 

LASS theory and/or Chomsky’s theories in the final aspect of the activity were credited 

positively. 

  

It was noted that learners were wasting their valuable time by copying the detail of 

the activity into their respoonse and this cannot be credited. 

 

The following response was awarded a total of 17 marks composed of 8 marks for 

recommendations (Level 4 mark band) and 9 marks for justification of 

recommendations (Level 3 mark band) as the learner had addressed all three aspects 

of the question and supported the responses with justification and theory. The 

learner has completed the first aspect of the activity very well and has woven 

applicable theory into her work. 

 

 



 

8                

Version 1 DCL2 

L3 Lead Examiner Report 1901 CPLD Unit 2 Development of Children’s 

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

 

 

 



 

9                

Version 1 DCL2 

L3 Lead Examiner Report 1901 CPLD Unit 2 Development of Children’s 

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

 

 

 



 

10                

Version 1 DCL2 

L3 Lead Examiner Report 1901 CPLD Unit 2 Development of Children’s 

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

 

 

 

 



 

11                

Version 1 DCL2 

L3 Lead Examiner Report 1901 CPLD Unit 2 Development of Children’s 

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

 

 

 



 

12                

Version 1 DCL2 

L3 Lead Examiner Report 1901 CPLD Unit 2 Development of Children’s 

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

13                

Version 1 DCL2 

L3 Lead Examiner Report 1901 CPLD Unit 2 Development of Children’s 

Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

Activity 2  

 

Activity two was an individual case study relating to Hari who is almost five years old 

and has language delay. She is becoming isolated and this is affecting other areas of  

development. Learners were asked to produce a set of actions to support Hari. 

 

It is most important that learners read the question and understand what is needed.  

Learners were also not thinking through responses, with many including devices such 

as ‘hearing loops’ and others diagnosing ‘Hari’ as ‘being autistic’ which were not 

relevant. 

 

Stronger responses were able to make reference to Hari’s isolation and provided 

suggestions to ensure that all areas of development were addressed. 

 

The example below makes some reference to the actions which can be put in place 

for Hari although this is limited. Although there is a lack of theory the examiner has 

credited ‘language rich environment’. The work has been awarded six marks in total. 

The learner should have related their response to other areas of development. 
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In contrast the following example has addressed the requirements of the activity and 

has been awarded a total of twelve marks. The learner has applied the EYFS and 

linked it throughout and has responded to the activity appropriately. The learner has 

additionally used the case study to develop her response, centres are reminded that 

the case study is in place to assist learners to enhance their responses. 
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Activity 3  

 

Throughout activity 3 learners were required to plan two activities which are 

appropriate for two to three year olds and relate to numeracy development. Centres 

should note that there are a large number of marks to be accessed for Activity 3.  The 

choice of activities should be related to numeracy and be age related.  Provisions for 

children with additional language needs children should also be included within the 

two activities. Examiners have noted that some learners are providing provision for 

‘additional needs’ this however is too generic and does not adequately respond to the 

activity. 

 

 Examiners remain concerned that learners are losing a large amount of marks for not 

responding to all aspects of the activity as they have not provided a plan.  Likewise 

some activities were not suited to numeracy or age related.  As in previous series, it 

appears that learners have devised an activity and have attempted to apply it to 

numeracy later rather than devising the activity around numeracy: such examples 

include playing in sand.  

 

Activities cannot be credited if they are seen to be a health and safety risk, however  

examiners have noted that many learners are now including health and safety aspects 

into their planning and this is to be commended.  Centres should now take this 

forward and encourage learners to think through activities, as an example, instead of 

using counters, or acorns, which could be a health and safety hazard to younger 

children, learners could use larger objects to enable the children to count . 

 

Application of theory still tends to be weak with learners making reference to either 

Skinner or Vygotsky and in some instances, without any application.   

 

Examiners are now very pleased to be seeing the planning of the activities, this in 

itself enables learners to gain marks because they are including relevant information, 

albeit learners must remain vigilant that the activities are both age related and 

address the activity requirements. Templates for the plan are not required but can be 

used if this would assist learners to produce appropriate responses. These can be 

found in the Practical Evidence Portfolio (PEP). 

 

The following example was awarded 14 marks out of a total of 28.  The activities are 

appropriate with all aspects covered in relation  to the requirements of the task 

however the theory lacks development for higher credit.  The learner has made good 

use of planning. 
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Summary 
 

Centres may find it useful to link delivery of this unit with the following units:  

 

Unit 9 Observation, assessment and planning,  

A1 The impotance of observtation and assessment,  

A2 Planning for children’s development  

B1 Observation recording methods  

B2 Carry out and record observations of children  

B3 Make accurate assessmnets of children .  

 

Also links with,  

Unit 5 Keeping children safe  A2, C2  

Unit 6 Children’s physical development care and health needs  A2  

Unit 7 Children’s personal social and emotional development  A1, C1  

Unit 8 Working with parents and others in early years  C1  

 

The Key Person Role is identifed in,  

Unit 7 Children’s Personal Social and Emotional Development 

A2 The Key Person approach. 

 

Also links with, 

Unit 5 Keeping children safe  C1  

Unit 6 Children’s physical development care and health needs  A2  

Unit 8 Working with parents and others in early years  A2, B1   

Unit 9 Observation, assessment and planning, A2, C3 

 

 

Further links for developmental milestones can be found in the following units,  

Unit 1 Childrens development 

B1 Physical development  

C1 Theortical Approaches  

D1 The self, others and place in the world 

 

Plus links with 

Unit 9 Observation, assessment and planning A1, B3  

 

Links with  

Unit 14 Montessori Approached in early Years A2, B1  

Unit 19 Digital Technologies In early years Practice  A1, B1, C1   
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 Further Support for planning activities can be found in:  

 

Unit 11 The Early Years Foundation Stage 

B1 Learning and Development Requirements  

B2 Assessment Requirements  

D1 Support Children’s Learning and Development Towards the Early Learning Goals  

 

Also links with  

Unit 3 Play and Learning B3  

Unit 6 Children’s Physical Development Care and Health Needs B1  

Unit 9  Observation, Assessment and Planning  A2, C1, C2, C3  

Unit 12 Children’s Development Outdoors A2, B1, B2, C1, C2   
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