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Edexcel and BTEC qualifications 

    

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 

occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our 

qualifications website at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html for our 

BTEC qualifications. 

  

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html 

 

 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help of a 

subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson. Their contact details 

can be found on this link:  http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-

you/teachers.html  

 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at https://www.edexcelonline.com  

You will need an Edexcel Online username and password to access this service. 
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built an international reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising 

achievement through innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and 

your learners at: www.pearson.com/uk 
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Grade Boundaries 

 

What is a grade boundary? 

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a 

certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each 

grade (Distinction, Merit and Pass). The grade awarded for each unit contributes 

proportionately to the overall qualification grade and each unit should always be 

viewed in the context of its impact on the whole qualification. 

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who 

took the assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our 

experts are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this 

means that they decide what the lowest possible mark should be for a particular 

grade.  

 

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to 

ensure learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation 

in the external assessment. 

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each test we set asks different questions and may assess different parts of the unit 

content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if we set the 

same grade boundaries for each test, because then it would not take into account 

that a test might be slightly easier or more difficult than any other. 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

qualifications.pearson.com/gradeboundaries  

 

Unit 2: Development of Children’s Communication, Literacy & Numeracy 

skills (31598) 

 

Grade Unclassified Pass Merit Distinction 

Boundary 

Mark 

0 27 40 53 

 

  



Introduction to the Overall Performance of the 

Unit 

 

This is the first in the series of external assessment for Unit 2: Development of 

Children’s Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills with regards to the new 

specification.  The method of assessment is in the form of three activities which 

learners are to complete as an externally set task during a supervised assessment 

window set by Pearson.  The January 2018 task will be assessed under a time set 

by Pearson. 

 

The task paper followed the format identified in the sample assessment material.  

There was a pre-released answer book where learners could use a 2 hour 

preparatory period during which they could make four sides of A4 notes to use in 

the supervised assessment. 

 

The paper was divided into 3 activities.  Activity 1 had a maximum mark of 20.  

Activity 2 had a maximum mark of 20. Activity 3 had a maximum mark of 28.  The 

overall paper had a maximum mark 68. 

 

The Activities were marked using a level based mark scheme. 

 

 

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the 

Unit 

Centres and learners should be acknowledged for their preparation for the 

substantial change to the assessment format.    

 

Overall examiners were pleased with the work learners produced for this first 

series and commended centres for their hard work in preparing their learners 

appropriately. The responses produced were of a high standard. 

However, very often learners produced too much writing in which there were only 

a few relevant points.  Centres should encourage learners to make succinct points 

in response to the tasks otherwise learners tend to penalise themselves by 

running out of time.  On occasion, some centres mistakenly submitted the learner 

notes with the exam paper.   

 

 

 

 



Individual Questions  

 

The following section considers each question of the paper, providing examples of 

learner responses and a brief commentary on the rationale behind the marks 

given. 

 

ACTIVITY 1 

 
All questions relate to the task brief which was sent to centres as a pre-release.  

This provided the information for learners to apply when responding to the 

activity.   This section is based upon an Ofsted Report which the early years setting 

has received.  Learners are asked to produce a report in response to the Ofsted 

report.   

 

Learners are required to;  1 Ensure staff reflect on the different ways that children 

learn language and reflect on this information in their practice   2 Ensure that staff 

provide enough child initiated responsibilities for the younger children to learn 

together and from each other.  This means they should be encouraged to develop 

skills that help them form positive relationships with their peers. 3 Ensure that 

adult-led language activities are suitably organised to match the needs and stages 

of the children’s development so that they do not lose interest and miss out on 

learning opportunities  

 

  

More able learners tended to respond to the first aspect of the activity by referring 

to theory with the more able learners applying that theory to the ways that 

learners learn language and by providing examples as to how they could 

incorporate this into practice.  Whereas the weaker learners tended to provide 

some description of theories without application.  In the second part of the task 

learners were to ensure staff provided child initiated responsibilities for the 

younger children, as the setting had children between two and four, appropriate 

activities for 2 to 3 year olds would have been appropriate and enabled learners to 

access mark band 3 and above.   The third section was done well with learners 

providing adult led activities which met the requirements of the ages and stages of 

the children. 

The response below is an example of how one learner addressed the activity, 

 

All three aspects of the task are covered, with good reference being made to the 

case study   The learner has referred to Vygotsky although this is not developed – 

some excellent links to the Statutory Framework for Early Years which is current 

and provides good justification the work falls in band 3 with 9 marks being 

awarded for the justification and 6 for the recommendations.  The learner has 

repeated the question, this is not necessary and wastes the learner’s time. 



 

 



 

In contrast the work of this learner is extremely brief and lacks detail although 

there is some relevance to the context in places. The work for recommendations 

has been placed in band 2 and has been awarded 3 marks. ) For the second mark, 

there are no links to Early Years theory and no recommendations are  informed by 

best practice the work therefore sits at the bottom of Band 1 . 



 

 



Activity 2  
 

Activity 2 was an individual case study concerning a 2 and a half year old with 

speech and language delays.  Learners were asked to produce a set of actions to 

support the child (Akram) including the provision of specialist staff, resources and 

working with his parents. 

 

The responses that achieved high marks were age related.  They made reference 

to the key worker working together with the child’s parents and specialist staff.  No 

credit was given where the key worker referred Akram for specialist help without 

consulting the parents. .   

 

In the following example reference is made to the role of the key worker however 

this lacks development.   There is reference to Skinner regarding rewards and to 

Vygotsky. 

 

The learner has been awarded Band 3 for Recommendations  with references 

made to the case study which are relevant to the context. The range of 

recommendations are described and address meet all issues in the scenario (5 

marks) for Justification of Recommendations,  Band 2 has been awarded.  

 The   recommendations are informed by best practice although there are 

occasional lapses Recommendations made reference to Early Years theory  (4 

marks), with the learner being awarded a total of nine marks  

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Activity 3  
 

For activity three learners are required to plan two activities which are appropriate 

for four year olds.  The choice of activities should be related to numeracy and 

should be age related. 

 

Centres would benefit from encouraging their learners to produce plans to include 

the role of the adult, resources, health and safety, differentiation etc, if learners 

wish to access the higher bands.  Additionally learners must address all aspects of 

the it is activity, in this instance it is including children whose home language is not 

English in the activity. 

 

in  the following example, Activity 1 this learner has included  children whose home 

language is not English, the activity is appropriate for age, resources are named 

and the  activity concerns knowledge of mathematical terms   The work falls within 

band 3 

In activity 2 the activity is described in addition to how the activity how the activity 

will support and meet the needs of the children – the role of the EYE and resources 

required are also included.  The activities are appropriate for the age range, the 

work falls with band 3  

Justification of Recommendations has occasional lapses and is not developed, 

hence it is placed within Band 2.  The learner has been awarded a total of fifteen 

marks.  

 



 





 



 

The final example has been awarded band four overall.   Centres should note that 

planning is evident throughout the activities which are appropriate, with the role of 

the adult being included.  Good reference has been made to EYFS  
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