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        General comments on the exam 
 
 

In this series learners showed good application of knowledge of children’s 
growth and development by extracting relevant information from the case 
study. Improved knowledge of theories was evident. However, as in 
previous series, examiners commented on learners’ difficulties in applying 
the theories to the children in the case studies and scenarios.  
 
Centres should continue to use the sample assessment materials and 
previous papers to enable their learners to practice exam technique, in 
particular writing responses which are focused on the question. Examiners 
commented that many learners are writing responses for the eight, ten and 
twelve mark questions which are not to the point, and included material 
which was not relevant. This resulted in extensive writing, which, as a 
consequence meant some learners ran out of time. Examiners were pleased 
that learners understood that shorter responses are required for the two to 
four mark questions and in general are providing accurate, focused 
responses which enable them to access marks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Part One  
 
All questions relate to the case study and therefore all responses should 
apply to it. 
 
Question 1 
 
The majority of learners were able to give two correct examples from the 
case study showing understanding of the normative age/stage of language 
development. This question was well answered. 
 
Two marks example 
 

 
 
Question 2 (a) 
 
The majority of learners were able to give two correct examples from the 
case study showing understanding of the normative age/stage of emotional 
development. 
 
Question 2 (b) 
 
This question required a description of two factors affecting the emotional 
development of Philo. 
 
Most learners were able to identify two factors; to gain four marks, how the 
behaviour would be affected needed to be included. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Two marks example 
 

 
 
Four marks example 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Question 3 (a) 
 
In order to provide appropriate responses learners needed to know the 
normative age/stage of cognitive development of a child aged seven. Some 
learners identified that George could not remember times tables or tell the 
time using an analogue clock; these are not expected at age seven. 
 
Two marks example 
 

  
Question 3 (b) 
 
This question required learners to indicate two aspects of information 
processing theory and for a further two marks describe how the theory 
could be used to support George’s numeracy skills. Many responses made 
reference to short and long term memory; responses which gave age 
appropriate ways to use the theory to support numeracy were credited with 
four marks. 
 
Two marks example 
 

 
 



 

Four marks example 
 

  
 
Question 4 
 
Learners were asked to describe how Bruner’s theory of learning may be 
used to support Philo’s cognitive development. The majority of responses 
were only able to indicate some aspects of Bruner’s theory. As a 
consequence, the overwhelming majority of learners could only access level 
1 in the mark scheme as there was no application.  
 
Learners attempted to apply the theory to the case study. However, only 
the more able learners were to provide relevant examples of how the theory 
might be applied to supporting the cognitive development of a four year old 
to access marks in level 2 and 3 of the mark scheme. 
 
Centres are advised that they must encourage learners to apply theories to 
given case studies if they are to access the higher mark bands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5 marks example 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Question 5 
 
This question required learners to discuss how the teacher could support 
George using Bronfenbrenner’s theory. It was pleasing that many learners 
were able to make some relevant points regarding the theory and apply 
them to George, thus enabling them to access marks in Level 2 and some in 
Level 3 of the mark scheme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

6 marks example 

 
  
 

 
 



 

Question 6 
 
Learners were required to discuss how theories of moral development can 
provide understanding of George’s behaviour. Some learners did not provide 
relevant material as they were unable to correctly identify the theories. This 
may have been because the names of the theorists were not included in the 
question. The unit content for Learning Aim B, however, gives the theorists 
under the heading ‘Theories that consider moral development’. Learners 
that were able to show understanding of the theories and apply them 
appropriately to George’s behaviour as described in the case study were 
able to access level 2 and 3 within the mark band. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7 marks example 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Part Two 
 
Question 7 
 
This question required an explanation of what is meant by both growth and 
development. The majority of learners were able to identify one aspect of 
growth and one of development but did not develop their responses to 
explain, which was needed for 4 marks. 
 
Centres need to ensure learners understand the requirements of the 
command words in the question to enable them to develop their responses. 
 
2 marks example 
 

 
4 marks example 
 

 
 



 

Question 8 
 
This 4 mark question needed a succinct response. Most learners correctly 
showed good understanding of how positive reinforcement is used to 
support behaviour change in children, providing appropriate examples. In 
many cases negative reinforcement was incorrectly described as 
punishment. 
 
 2 marks example 
 

 
 
4 marks example 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Question 9 (a) 
 
A short scenario was provided regarding a four year old who was not 
meeting physical development norms. Learners were required to discuss the 
importance of early recognition of this atypical development. Many learners 
focused their responses on the effect on her all round development which 
was an unbalanced answer and could only be credited in the level 1 band of 
the mark scheme. Credit was given for developed responses which 
considered the importance of early recognition for long and short term 
outcomes for the child.  
 
Centres should consider providing case studies to enable learners to 
practice answering questions and assess them using the same levelling 
system as used in the mark scheme; this would provide learners with the 
knowledge to understand the requirements to access levels 2 and 3 within 
the mark scheme for eight to twelve mark questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

9 marks example 
 

 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Question 9 (b) 
 
Learners were able to provide some information about Erikson’s 
psychosocial theory, but were very rarely able to follow through to apply 
this knowledge to the subject of the case study, which once again illustrated 
limited application of theory skills from a large number of learners. 
 
8 marks example

 



 

Question 10 
 
Most learners identified one or more health, diet or lifestyle factor which 
could affect the unborn child. Many were unable to develop their responses 
to discuss accurately how the factors would affect the later growth or 
development of the unborn child; this did not enable them to access marks 
in the level 2 or 3 bands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3 marks example 
 

 

 



 

8 marks example 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit  
www.edexcel.com/quals 

 
 
Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE 
  


