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Grade Boundaries 
 
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx  
 
 

Grade Unclassified Pass Merit Distinction 
Boundary 

Mark 0 33 46 59 
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General comments on the exam 
 
In this series, learners demonstrated good understanding of growth and 
development and were able to apply their knowledge and understanding to the case 
study.  Likewise, examiners saw some evidence of improved learner knowledge of 
theorists and in particular, Bruner.  
 
Despite these positives, however, there were still a lot of issues surrounding the 
application of theories with examiners commenting that learners would benefit from 
some practice in learning how to apply the theories to a given scenario.  Questions 
10 and 11a enabled learners to demonstrate their knowledge of factors which 
affected overall development, with many learners attempting to apply their 
knowledge holistically.  
 
Centres should continue to use the sample assessment materials and previous 
papers to enable their learners to practice exam technique. Many learners are still 
writing far too much in response to questions and penalising themselves by 
extensive writing. As a consequence, some learners are running out of time before 
they reach the final question for which eight marks are available.  
 
The amount of space given for each question is carefully discussed within the senior 
examination team and centres should take this as guidance as to how long the 
responses should be and instruct their learners as such. Having said that, 
examiners were pleased that learners understand that shorter responses are 
required for the two to four mark questions and in general are providing accurate 
but to the point responses which are enabling them to access marks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Part One  
All questions relate to the case study and therefore all responses should apply to it. 
 
Question 1 
Learners were asked to explain two ways development could be affected by 
premature birth. Marks were awarded for the area of development together with an 
example from the case study.  
 
The majority of learners correctly cited two appropriate areas of development 
indicating understanding of the areas of development affected by premature birth. 
 
4 marks 

 
 
 
 
Question 2  
This question required identification of two principles of growth which were used by 
practitioners in assessment. Many learners lost marks because they put one word 
answers such as height and weight, which did not fully provide the appropriate 
response which should identified how the growth was monitored: i.e. by 
measuring height/weight as stated within the unit content of Learning Aim A 
within the specification. 
 
Two marks 

 
 
 

 



Question 3  
Pleasingly, almost all learners can differentiate between gross and fine motor skills 
which are appropriate to the age of the subject and as a consequence, this question 
was extremely well answered. 
 

 
 
Question 4a 
In order to provide appropriate responses, learners needed knowledge of how the 
principles of development could support the next stage of development. Responses 
which provided examples of ways in which support, recognition and understanding 
were credited, however few learners gained marks as they tended to give activities 
as opposed to how the principles of development could be of assistance to the 
practitioner. 
 
Two marks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 4b 
Learners were asked explain how Skinner’s theory of Operant Conditioning could be 
applied to help Kia’s development. The majority of responses accurately identified 
the theory, however, some learners then explained Skinner’s animal experiments 
for which they could not be credited, and others provided examples of rewards 
which were not appropriate for the age of Kia.  
 
At Level 3, it is important that learners are able to apply theories to the relevant 
age groups of children, hence centres would benefit from providing learners with 
case studies to ensure that they are familiar with responding to questions where 
the age of the subject is relevant.  
 

 
 
 
 
Question 5 
Many learners attempted to discuss attachment theory, using the work of Bowlby 
and Ainsworth which were both appropriate to the subject area of the question.  In 
general, learners also attempted to apply the theory to the case study although this 
tended to be weak with only the more able learners accessing level 3 of the mark 
scheme.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 6  
This question required learners to discuss Bronfenbrenner’s theory and apply it to 
the case study, which included a good number of examples which could be used by 
learners to illustrate the theory. Unfortunately, many learners chose to ignore these 
examples and provided a general view of the theory without any application. As a 
consequence, the overwhelming majority of learners could only access level 1 in the 
mark scheme as there was no application.  
 
Centres are advised that they must encourage learners to apply theories to given 
case studies if they are to access the higher mark bands. 
 
8 marks 

 
 
 

 



Question 7 
Learners were required to discuss Bruner’s theory using the relevant material within 
the case study. Most responses contained some knowledge of the theory mainly 
demonstrating understanding of ‘scaffolding’. Some learners successfully attempted 
to apply the three modes of representation to Dev and were rewarded accordingly.    
 
It would be encouraging if more learners were confident in applying theories to the 
facts as stated within the case studies to enable them to access the higher mark 
ranges. Centres should consider providing case studies to enable learners to 
practice application and assess them using the same levelling system as used in the 
mark scheme; this would provide learners with the knowledge to understand the 
requirements to access levels 2 and 3 within the mark scheme for eight to twelve 
mark questions. 
 
6 marks 

 
 

 



Part Two 
 
Question 8a 
The overwhelming majority of learners could describe what is meant by the term 
cognitive development to enable them to access the full two marks. 
 

 
 
Question 8b 
As with 8a, the majority of learners could state the required two reasons why 
practitioners needed to know the principles of development. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 9 
The question on social learning theory was responded to very well in general, with 
most learners correctly explaining how practitioners could use social learning theory 
to support development. A number of responses were long and included details of 
the ‘bobo’ doll experiment.  
 
Centres should be aware that it is highly unlikely that learners will be required to 
describe experiments in exam questions, but alternatively should prepare their 
learners to apply theories developed from the experiments instead. 
 
4 marks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 10  
This question was designed to test understanding of social class as cited in Learning 
Aim D under social political factors. Examiners commented on a substantial number 
of responses where learners attempted to comment on classes to help 
communication as opposed to social class as a socio economic factor.  
 
Many learners who did address social class in its correct context only tended to 
comment on the economic aspects of it i.e. poverty. Out of those learners many 
made statements that the lower classes could not afford to go to school or afford 
showers and clean clothes. Learners should be able to demonstrate a full and 
realistic understanding of social class and other factors which influence children’s 
development from a range of different aspects, if they wish to access the higher 
marks within level 2 and 3 bands. 
 
10 marks 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 11a  
A short case study was provided regarding a four year old with a hearing 
impairment. Learners were required to discuss how overall development may be 
delayed if no additional support was provided. Learners in general addressed PILES 
in their responses, however little reasoning was demonstrated as to the particular 
effects of a hearing impairment on the specific areas of development, with weaker 
learners merely stating the area of development which may be affected.  
 
Credit was given for well thought out responses such as ‘physical development 
would be affected because she may not be able to join in fully if she could not hear 
instructions’. 
 
10 marks 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 11b 
Learners tended to provide appropriate named theories but very rarely followed 
through to apply them to the subject of the case study, which once again illustrated 
limited application of theory skills from a large number of learners. 
 
7 marks 
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