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Grade Boundaries  

  

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 

 

 

Grade Unclassified 
Level 3 

Pass Merit Distinction 

Boundary 

Mark 
0 33 46 59 
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General Comments on Exam 

 

This is the third series that the CPLD qualification at level 3 has been assessed externally 

and once again this has provided the opportunity to report back to centres on the 

performance of their learners in relation to the individual questions 

 

It is pleasing to report that many centres have taken on board the comments in the Lead 

Examiner Reports from the previous two series and have also made use of other 

available material such as the sample distinction grade paper as well as the available 

training materials.  

 

On the whole, learners who sat the paper responded well to the case study  and  were 

able to successfully extract relevant information to address the questions, although as in 

previous series, this was seen to be more successful where there was no requirement for 

theories to be addressed.   

 

Some centres are to be highly commended for full coverage of the specification which 

enabled their learners to access all aspects of the paper, it has to be stressed yet again 

that this coverage is vital if learners are able to fully access all the questions on the 

paper.  

 

Centres may wish to note the following observations which relate to each item and which 

should be used as guidance in future series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Part One 

 

All questions relate to the case study and therefore all responses should be applied to it. 

 

Question 1 

Learners  were asked to identify two areas of gross motor development from the case 

study for two marks, the overwhelming number of responses were correct, hence it 

appears that learners are clearly able to differentiate between gross and fine motor skills. 

 

One mark example: 

 

 
 

Two mark example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 2a  

 

Some learners had difficulty in providing a definition of a milestone, which is an 

extremely important factor in relation to child development.  As the question required a 

definition, those responses which contained examples could not be credited, whilst 

alternatively learners were credited with one mark for mentioning age related and a 

further mark for developmental norms.  

 

One mark example: 

 

 
 

Two mark example: 

 

 
 

 

Question 2b  

 

The overwhelming majority of learners were able to accurately extract two factors from 

the case study which related to language milestones.  

 

One mark example: 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Two mark example: 

 

 
 

 

Question 3a 

 

As with the previous response, it is pleasing to note that most learners are aware of 

areas of development and can apply their knowledge to specific age groups.   

 

One mark example: 

 

 
 

Two mark example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 3b   

 

The question was designed to test learner understanding of cognitive development and 

apply it to the case study. Many learners did not take into consideration the age of the 

subject and as a consequence composed responses which were related to 'school' and 

not nursery and as a consequence they lost marks due to incorrect application. 

 

One mark example: 

 

 
 

Two mark example: 

 

 
 

 

 

Question 4a   

 

The overwhelming number of learners provided appropriate responses which related to 

emotional development and as a consequence were awarded two marks. This is further 

confirmation that learners have good awareness of age related factors which relate to 

areas of development. 

 

One mark example: 

 

 
 



 

One mark example: 

 

 
 

 

Question 4b  

 

The responses to this question were variable, where learners were aware of the content 

of the research and the types of attachment they were successfully able to apply it to the 

case study to score two marks. A good number of learners named the research but did 

not identify examples of secure and resistant attachment to provide an appropriate 

response as to Jay's reaction and as a consequence gained no marks. 

 

One mark example: 

 

 
 

Two mark example: 

 

 



 

Question 5   

 

Most learners had some knowledge of Bandura's theory and could identify theoretical 

points with many referring to the Bobo doll experiment, whilst others could provide 

appropriate examples from the case study as to how behaviour is learnt. However very 

few made clear links between the subject's behaviour and how practitioners could apply 

it and as a consequence could not access Level 3 on the mark scheme.  

 

Centres are encouraged to use vocational contexts to enable learners to develop their 

knowledge as to how theoretical knowledge can be applied to develop behaviour.  

 

Four mark example: 

 

 



 

 

Seven mark example: 

 

 
 



 

Question 6  

 

It is extremely pleasing to note that many centres have introduced Kohlberg's theory to 

their learners and as a consequence they were able to demonstrate some good 

understanding of the theory and apply it to the given scenario.  

 

Learners were amply rewarded for this, conversely examiners also noted a fair number of 

responses where very little if any knowledge of the theory had been demonstrated and as 

a consequence valuable marks were lost.  

 

Centres are once again reminded that all theories which appear within the unit 

specification should be covered to ensure that learners have the knowledge to provide 

appropriate responses to questions.  

 

Four mark example: 

 

 



 

Seven mark example: 

 

 
 

 



 

Question 7  

 

The majority of learners demonstrated understanding of self esteem and could cite 

relevant examples from the case study. Many were also aware of the two theories, 

however many could not differentiate between them enough to access marks above level 

1. Where the question is related to two theories, equal coverage of each should be 

provided to access the full range of marks.  

 

Centres can assist learners in accessing the full range of marks by ensuring that they 

have good knowledge and understanding of all theories included within the specification. 

 

Five mark example: 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10 mark example: 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Part Two 

 

Question 8a  

 

Very few accessed marks as whilst they attempted to define culture, by reference to 

different ethnic groupings and religion, there was lack of reference to children's 

development and how it is influenced by surroundings, as stated within the specifications.   

 

One mark example: 

 

 
 

 

Question 8b  

 

Most learners were able to demonstrate knowledge of Chomsky's theory of language very 

well, with many able to provide relevant factors to access the full four marks. 

 

Two mark example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Four mark example: 

 

 
 

 

Question 8c  

 

This question was not done well, the question required one way in which practitioners 

could support Chomsky's theory of language. Many responses were abstract and lacked 

reference to practical examples such as share books and sing rhymes.  

 

One mark example: 

 

 
 

Four mark example: 

 

 
 



 

Question 9  

 

This is the first twelve mark question on the paper. Learners tended to provide responses 

which related to three or more areas of development, however these were not always 

thought through well. Almost all responses fell within Levels 1 and 2 on the mark 

scheme.  

 

To access Level 3, learners must include both positive and negative aspects. A good 

example in relation to this particular question would be that the subject is bilingual, 

however such responses were not noted by examiners.  

 

Centres should note that learners could be asked to apply their knowledge to a given 

situation in relation to specific areas of development and to also discuss the role of the 

practitioner as relevant to that situation. 

 

Six mark example: 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 10  

 

Evidence indicates that learners are gaining good knowledge of the theory of Vygotsky 

with the weaker learners making reference to the zone of proximal development and 

adult involvement and stronger learners providing examples of how Vygotsky can be 

successfully applied to the relevant age group to promote learning.  

 

Four mark example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Seven mark example: 

 

 
 

 



 

Question 11  

 

The quality of responses to this question were variable, learners who applied their 

knowledge specifically to culture were in general able to provide well rounded and applied 

responses which enabled them to access some good marks. However others tended to 

attempt to fit in responses which would be more appropriate to questions related to 

poverty and as such tended to dwell on malnutrition and diet. As a consequence they 

could not access many marks.   

 

Some learners also mentioned aspects, which although culturally related, did not apply to 

the relevant age group; such an example is religious fasting and as such could not be 

fully credited. Learners need to be aware of the age range covered by this qualification. 

Responses were mainly negative with few positive aspects being noted, this prevented 

learners accessing level 3 within the mark scheme.   

 

Six mark example: 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12 mark example: 
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