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Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 

occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our 

qualifications website at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html for our 

BTEC qualifications. 

 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html 

 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help 

of a subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson. Their 

contact details can be found on this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/teachers.html 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at https://www.edexcelonline.com 

You will need an Edexcel Online username and password to access this service. 

 

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 

 

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in 

every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 

been involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 

100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high 

standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more 

about how we can help you and your learners at: www.pearson.com/uk 
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Grade Boundaries 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain 

grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at 

Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 

the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 

are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that 

they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.  

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure 

learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the 

external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different 

parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if 

we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take 

accessibility into account. 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html 

 

Unit 1- Professional Working Responsibilities. 

Grade Unclassified 
Level 3 

N P M D 

 

Boundary Mark 

 

0 

 

12 22 32 42 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
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Introduction  
 

January 2020 was the first series of the new RQF specification to include 

mandatory units that are externally assessed as opposed to assessment via 

centre based internal assignments. This unit is used across a range of 

qualifications in the land based sector 

 

The question paper followed the format which was available to centres as sample 

assessment material published on the Pearson website 

 

The paper had four main activity tasks to be completed and was supported by 

stimulus material that was available to candidates in the exam. Learners are 

required to demonstrate their knowledge on what their responsibilities are whilst 

at work, it broadly covers Health and Safety, Waste management and professional 

development. The intention was to offer a unit which encouraged learners to look 

at their own personal welfare including safe working practices 

 

The four activities carried different mark weightings according to the depth of 

response required. The overall quality of the response was considered for each of 

the activities. 

There was also a focus on the use of suitable technical and vocational language 

and terminology for each response. The activities were assessed using indicative 

content and looked at quality and clarity of the explanations provided 
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

The unit performed well for the first series. Centres have only had since first 

registrations in September 2019 until January 2020 to deliver the unit content 

and prepare learners for an external exam. This is quite a short period of time 

and involves a very different approach to assessing which centres have not had 

to contend with for some time, indeed some teaching staff may not have 

encountered external examinations with in their teaching career 

The availability of sample assessment material has given good guidance to 

centres and allowed staff to prepare learners with what to expect in terms of the 

style of questions, the activities link well to the unit content and the detail 

required to respond appropriately to the activities 

 

It is clear that some time needs to be spent on preparing learners to answer 

exam style questions so they can structure their responses accordingly to ensure 

as many marks as possible are achieved 
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Tasks 

 

Activity 1 

Activity 1- required learners to evaluate how the risk assessment provided in the 

stimulus material met the needs of Mill Land Country Park before they introduced 

new guided nature trails. 

The activity was designed to get learners to read through and appraise the 

information that was presented and see how well it met the needs of the the park 

in terms of the current risk being assessed. For this part of the activity most 

learners provided a good well-structured response which covered a good range of 

risks and went on to assess these points with some degree of detail 

 

The following response is set our nicely and forms an introduction to what the 

learner is going to cover in the response 

 

This response goes on to explain each point in detail and links this to relevant 

legislation which is in the unit content, there is a strong correlation between the 

points made in this response and the reasons why, each point made has been 

supported by an effective argument and thoroughly evaluates the current risk 

assessment. This response was awarded 20 marks and clearly shows a 

comprehensive understanding of this task. 
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This response scored towards the top end of band 2, again shows good 

understanding but fails to evaluate fully as to whether or not it meets the needs 

of the Country Park, the basic detail is present but it lacks development which is 

where marks have been lost in this response 
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Activity 1 
 

Assessment 
focus 

Band 
0 

Band 1 Band 2 Band 3 Band 4 

 0 1–5 6–10 11–15 16–20 

 

Evaluation of 

Risk 

Assessment 

N
o
 r

e
w

a
rd

a
b
le

 m
a
te

ri
a
l.
 

 

Limited identification of 

the hazards present in the 

given context. 

 

Limited interpretation of 

the risks posed by the 

identified hazards. 

 

Limited understanding of 

the effectiveness of 

current control measures. 

 

Limited assertion, without 

support, of suitability of 

current risk assessment. 

 

Some identification of the 

hazards present in the 

given context. 

 

Some interpretation of 

the risks posed by the 

identified hazards. 

 

Some understanding of 

the effectiveness of 

current control measures. 

 

Some conclusions, with 

limited support, of 

suitability of current risk 

assessment. 

 

Detailed identification of 

the hazards present in the 

given context. 

 

Detailed interpretation of 

the risks posed by the 

identified hazards. 

 

Detailed understanding of 

the effectiveness of 

current control measures. 

 

Detailed supported 

conclusions of suitability 

of current risk 

assessment. 

 

Comprehensive 

identification of the 

hazards present in the 

given context. 

 

Comprehensive 

interpretation of the risks 

posed by the identified 

hazards. 

 

Comprehensive 

understanding of the 

effectiveness of current 

control measures. 

 

Comprehensive supported 

conclusions of suitability 

of current risk 

assessment. 
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Activity 2 

Activity 2 requires learners to suggest additions to the risk assessment to 

introduce new guided nature trails, the new trial was clearly identified on the 

map within the stimulus material. The responses here should have included 

things that were not present on the original risk assessment but were pertinent 

to the introduction of the guided nature trails. 

A detailed response seen below looks at new risks and explains these in detail. 

This response was awarded eight marks and showed clear comprehensive 

coverage of the risks as well as suitable suggestions for additional control 

measures 



 

11  

Version 01 DCL2 

L3 Lead Examiner Report 2001 (Unit 1 20065K) 

 

 

 

 

  



 

12  

Version 01 DCL2 

L3 Lead Examiner Report 2001 (Unit 1 20065K) 

A response that needs further development is shown below, despite having 

some good relevant suggestions it fails to develop these and look at who is at 

risk and why. There is limited linkage to the context of the activity as it does not 

mention the nature trails. There are some superficial suggestions of additional 

control measures though these are limited in the depth of information they 

contain. This response was awarded marks at the bottom of band two
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Activity 2 
 

Assessment 
focus 

Band 
0 

Band 1 Band 2 Band 3 Band 4 

 0 1–2 3-4 5-6 7-8 

 

Additions to 

Risk 

Assessment 

N
o
 r

e
w

a
rd

a
b
le

 m
a
te

ri
a
l.
 

 

Limited identification of 

the additional hazards 

and/or risks present in the 

given context. 

 

Suggestions for additional 

control measures may be 

unrealistic or insufficient. 

 

Some identification of the 

additional hazards and/or 

risks present in the given 

context. 

 

Suggestions for additional 

control measures are 

appropriate and realistic. 

 

Detailed identification of 

the additional hazards 

and/or risks present in the 

given context. 

 

Suggestions for additional 

control measures are viable. 

 

Comprehensive identification 

of the additional hazards 

and/or risks present in the 

given context. 

 

Suggestions for additional 

control measures are 

comprehensive. 
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Activity 3 

Activity 3 required learners to explore practical ways in which the aims of the 

Country Park Waste Management Policy could be implemented. The Waste 

Management Policy was included in the stimulus material and learners needed 

to read this thoroughly and look at how the park could fulfil this 

The responses were varied in their quality, detail and in some cases no 

responses were offered. Of the responses that were achieving marks in the top 

band an example is shown below, this response linked the policy to the relevant 

legislation and explored how this could be put into practice 

 

There are other responses that scored mostly in band 2 to 3, an example below 

shows how the learner has thouguh about practical ways which the policy can 

be pu into operation 

 

In this activity marks were lost where learners made only some reference to 

effective waste management and did not explore this in enough detail or did not 

mention the company’s legal responsibility. In many responses the waste 

hierarchy was not sufficiently evidenced 
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Activity 3 
 

Assessmen
t focus 

Band 

0 

Band 1 Band 2 Band 3 Band 4 

 0 1–3 4–6 7–9 10–12 

Implementat

-ion of waste 
management 
plan 

N
o
 r

e
w

a
rd

a
b
le

 m
a
te

ri
a
l.
 

 

Limited reference to 
legal responsibilities in 

implementation of 
waste management 

policy. 

 

Some reference to 
legal responsibilities 

in implementation of 
waste management 

policy. 

 

Detailed reference to 
legal responsibilities in 

implementation of 
waste management 

policy. 

 

Comprehensive 
reference to legal 

responsibilities in 
implementation of 

waste management 
policy. 

  

Limited reference to 

waste hierarchy system. 

 

Some reference to 

waste hierarchy 
system. 

 

Detailed reference to 

waste hierarchy 
system. 

 

Comprehensive 

reference to waste 
hierarchy system. 

 
Limited reference to 

the potential impact of 
failing to manage 
waste correctly. 

Some reference to the 

potential impact of 
failing to manage 
waste correctly. 

Detailed reference to 

the potential impact of 
failing to manage 
waste correctly. 

Comprehensive 

reference to the 
potential impact of 
failing to manage waste 

correctly. 
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Activity 4 

Activity 4 required learners to complete a review on how effectively the Health and 

Safety of staff and visitors to the Park was managed, there were four areas to 

consider this under. The activity was designed to allow learners to pull together 

evidence from other tasks and identify where areas of good practice were evident 

as well as showing an understanding of the link between safe working practices 

and health and safety. 

 

A detailed response is shown below and it clearly demonstrates an 

understanding of the link between the organisational policies and how these can 

be executed to support safety of staff and visitors 
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The response below makes some good suggestions but is limited in its attempt 

at identifying good practice. The detail in the response has not been explored 

and has not undertaken any form of review. This was awarded marks in the 

middle of band 2 
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Summary 
 

This unit has performed well for the first series, Activity 1 was answered well in 

most cases and contained a good level of detail which allowed valuable marks to 

be picked up, there were some cases where detail of improvements were added 

to this activity and then either omitted or repeated in activity 2. Activity 2 again 

performed reasonably well, in some of the responses the suggestions were not 

truly realistic or related to the context of the activity. 

Activity 3 was probably the hardest of the activities in the exam paper and 

performance here did have some bearing on whether the learner was awarded 

pass or merit. Some responses had missed basic practical ways of how waste 

management approaches can be put into practice 

Activity 4 is designed to be a review, again many responses did miss the this 

element and failed to make the link with safe working practices including 

reviewing staff qualification and professional development 

 

 

Lead Examiner Recommendations: 

 Encourage learners to read the exam paper before they begin to ensure they put 

the correct information in the correct task 

 Practice exam style questions though use of the Sample Assessment Material to 

become familiar with the style of questions in the paper 

 Fully investigate the verbs used in the activity questions as this indicates the 

response required e.g. explore, evaluate 

 Read through the mark grid to fully understand the level of details that shows 

where marks are going to be awarded 

 Ensure responses are made within the context of the stimulus material 

 Be familiar with the relevant legislation appropriate to the context of the activity 

 Make practical and relevant suggestions as to how waste management policies 

can be put in place and meet organisation responsibilities 
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For more information on Pearson qualifications, please visit  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

 

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  

with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE 
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