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Grade Boundaries

What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain grade
for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at Distinction, Merit
and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took the
external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts are then able
to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that they decide what the lowest
possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive grades which
reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure learners achieve the
grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different parts of the
unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if we set the same grade
boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit 6: Citizenship, Society and the Public Services

Level 2
Grade Unclassified Level 1 X ..
Pass Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 14 21 28 35
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Introduction

This report has been written by the Lead Examiner for the BTEC unit entitled The Role and Work
of the Public Services. It is designed to help you understand how learners performed overall in
the exam. For each question there is a brief analysis of learner responses. You will also find
example learner responses from Level 2 Pass, Merit and Distinction learners. We hope this will
help you to prepare your learners for future examination series.

The link to the the specification and other external assessment material can be found here.
Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

This was the ninth examination series for Unit 1: The Role and Work of the Public Services. It
was pleasing to see many learners attempted most of the questions. In general examiners were
encouraged by the range and application of responses to some of the more challenging
questions. These items tested both the higher order command words and Merit and Distinction
grade descriptors.

Learners where able to show an understanding of the role and work of the public services.
However, it should be noted that their examination technique is still not as effective as it could
be. Appropriate practice and preparation for external examinations should be a priority for
tutors and centres using all of the information available.

Centres are encouraged to give learners copies of the specifications to support them in
becoming familiar with the terminology that will be used during teaching, learning and
assessment.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/public-services-2014-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExternal-assessments
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Individual Questions:

Q1
This question required learners to match the public service with the group in which it operates.
It was pleasing to see that the majority of learners were able to gain full marks.

An example that received 2 marks;

1 Draw a line to match each public service with the group it operates in.

Public service Group
[ Voluntary/third sector ]
[ London Ambulance Service
[ Local authorities ]
-
™ Emergency services
-
~,
=7 Armed services
-
[ Royal Navy L_
-
[ Central government
-~
2 marks

An example that received 0 marks;

1 Draw a line to match each public service with the group it operates in.

i Public service Group

[ - Voluntary/third sector

London Ambulance Service

- ———

Local authorities ]I

e ——

Emergency services
\ ]

S
/

T

Armed services

Central government

2

5
§
$

0 marks
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The learner in the above response has drawn more than one line for each public service, linking
each of them to multiple groupings, therefore zero marks are awarded even if there is a correct
answer amongst them. This simple mistake will prevent learners gaining marks, so centres are
encouraged to highlight this to learners when discussing exam technique.

Q2 (a)

This question required learners to name two voluntary/third sector services that support social
services. The vast majority of learners were able to name two voluntary/third sector services
but these were only awarded marks if they support the role of social services and therefore
some learners missed out on marks. This highlights the importance of reading the question in
full, to ascertain the focus of the question.

The most common correct answers referred to; Red Cross, NSPCC, ChildLine.

The most common incorrect answers referred to; Mountain Rescue, RNLI, St John.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;

2 Voluntary/third sector services support public services.

(a) Name two voluntary/third sector services that support social services.

1. NoSPCC S R

2 marks

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

2 \Voluntary/third sector services support public services.

(a) Name two voluntary/third sector services that support social services.
(2)

1 mark

@ Pearson
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The above response scored one mark for Red Cross, RNLI was not credited as they do not
support social services.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

2 Voluntary/third sector services support public services.

(a) Name two voluntary/third sector services that support social services.

e thounkain Resee

0 marks

The above response was not awarded any marks as neither of these voluntary/third sector
services support social services.

Q2 (b)

This question required learners to state two ways that mountain rescue can support emergency
services. They key focus here was the ‘way’ in which they provide support, learners needed to
give a specific example of what mountain rescue do that supports emergency services. Most
learners were able to get at least one mark for this question. Unsurprisingly the most common
correct response referred to rescuing people stranded on mountains. However some learners
struggled to get the second mark, mostly because they gave a response that was too vague, such
as ‘rescue people’ or ‘provide back-up/additional staff’, in addition some simply repeated the
same point and so could not achieve the second mark. Centres are encouraged to share this with
learners when practicing exam technique, to avoid vague and duplicate responses.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;
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(b) Outline two ways that mountain rescue can support the emergency services.

T\'wd can . lnelp.  wika. 3@@1@@1\3 .......... foc (oSt pegple
W tae pohu R

rw.tj ........... can... m\p m Flcvtm\a.na:e —SeaVICeD. ek
________________ anue0e _oored 00 mnkams/memme&

mambm:\cﬁ, oneuite o coank. . YR D
2 marks

An example of a response that received 1 mark;
(b) Outline two ways that mountain rescue can support the emergency services.
(2)

H\z;“ the moqnénm (e.%cue_ wouid

__(Total for Question 2 =4 marks)

1 mark

The above response scored one mark as mountain rescue do have specialist equipment, skills
and experience that emergency services may not have; therefore examiners accepted
responses that referred to mountain rescue using their own equipment to support emergency
services. For example, ‘they use their specialist equipment that emergency services don’t have
to help people’, ‘they have experience on the mountains so can help emergency services
find/retrieve a casualty’ would both be rewardable.

Credit was not given for responses referring to mountain rescue supplying equipment for
emergency services to use.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

@ Pearson
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(b) Outline two ways that mountain rescue can support the emergency services.

v Moankain  (T5¢ef  con  Sq ff/&'f ~
Cle f)mg(c?pn 7 §F/ VefT o5

%cr*’k@r{ Lfmﬁ in Er’afnbe on.__a_ yIunftain @@ﬁ f"&""ﬂ
more rfSacxrcec;

(2)

Hter vy Eleg con Segpert erelgency.
Serv (5. wS]*F Ele® . arf yorf e COLIL.......
Lf{(’i”&] (e ob 19 Aone Sl #r}5 (Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)

1 mark

The above response scored one mark for the first response only. Learners were not credited for
answers like the second response as these are too vague.

Q3 (a)

This question required learners to name the central government department responsible for
the environment. This question was generally not answered well, with few learners gaining
marks. The most common incorrect responses referred to local councils, the environment
agency and environment protection.

It is likely that most learners are familiar with the more obvious departments such as the
Ministry of Defence or the Home Office, but it is important they are familiar with all of those
listed in the specification, as all of the specification can and will be tested. Centres are
encouraged to share the specification with learners to ensure they are confident on all aspects
of it prior to the exam, this can also be particularly useful in identifying areas learners find
difficult and therefore can inform topics to highlight in exam revision.

Learners were credited for giving the full name of the department or using its correct acronym.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

3 The government has many departments and agencies with different functions.

(a) Name the central government department that is responsible for the environment.
(1)

_______ R e




L2 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Public Services Unit 1

The above response scored one mark for DEFRA the correct acronym for the Department for
Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

3 The government has many departments and agencies with different functions.

(a) Name the central government department that is responsible for the environment.
(1)

0 marks

The above response was a very common response given by learners, this is however not the
name of the department and therefore could not be credited. The Environment Agency is an
executive non-departmental public body, sponsored by the Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs.

Q3 (b)

The question required learners to state one responsibility of Her Majesty's Revenue and
Customs (HMRC).Unfortunately many candidates struggled with this question as it appears
learners have the roles of HMRC confused with Border Force, which is part of Home Office. The
most common responses therefore referred to preventing illegal substances coming into the
country or immigration checks, so candidates were unable to gain any marks.

Where candidates did answer correctly the most common responses referred to collecting
taxes.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

(b) State one responsibility of Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC).

(1)

1 mark
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An example of a response that received 1 mark;

(b) State one responsibility of Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC).
(1)

one. (Eﬁ){gbnnb 5 of the UM s khat
Hnﬂj et C_okl_ec_&e_a__k:y o hoxes o® Ve ublic

(Total for Question 3 = 2 marks)

1 mark

The above response gained one mark for collecting taxes, however learners should be reminded
they do not need to repeat the question, i.e. ‘one responsibility of HMRC is....".

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

(b) State one responsibility of Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC).
(1)

Wi TN > SO . O .- S T
Q\(\#-\s e CoNd L 0e dfvs ’%mtxjjhtj

0 marks
The above response is an example of where a learner has the roles of HMRC confused with
Border Force, the response is therefore incorrect and not rewardable.

Learners were credited for correctly identifying that HMRC collect customs and excise duty.
Q4a

This question was multiple choice, requiring learners to identify which statement best describes
how contracted out services are funded. The vast majority of learners answered incorrectly as
it appears they have interpreted contracted out services as public services themselves being
contracted by private companies. For example the police being paid for supervision at football
matches. This is not what is meant by contracted out services.

We had a similar issue in the 1906 series which was highlighted in the examiner's report on page
15 with a definition of contracted out services; ‘it is the public service hiring another organisation
to deliver their services’. This point was reiterated on page 16 for a question requiring learners to
give examples of contracted out services. The report states that the candidate was not awarded
marks for ‘police’ because ‘the question required services that the police contract out to other
services’. Centres are encouraged to share this definition and examples of contracted out
services given in the relevant mark schemes, these are particularly useful in helping learners to
understand that it is services that the public services themselves contract out to other
organisations and therefore it would be the public service that funds the service.

@ Pearson



L2 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Public Services Unit 1

Centres are also reminded to share with learners that where multiple answers are provided for
a question that requires only one answer, the response cannot achieve any credit, even when
one of the answers is correct.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

4 Public services are funded in a variety of ways.

(a) Which statement below best describes how contracted out services are funded?
(1)

By the public directly
By the public service
By the private sector

B a8 @
O N @™ >

By donations

1 mark

An example of a response that received 0 marks;
4 Public services are funded in a variety of ways.

(a) Which statement below best describes how contracted out services are funded?
(1)

By the public directly
By the public service

By the private sector

B ® 8 4
O N @ >

By donations

0 marks

Q4 (b)

The question required learners to outline the meaning of the term will, it was generally
answered well, with most learners gaining the mark. Where learners successfully gained the
mark, many did not show an understanding of a will being a legal document, most simply
understood it dictated who received property after death. This was still accepted and rewarded.

@ Pearson
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It was however unexpected to see that a number of learners gave answers referring to
donations in general such as ‘giving donations to public services’ or ‘it means donations from
the public’. These are not rewardable.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

Voluntary/third sector services are often funded by wills.

(b) Outline the meaning of the term ‘will’
{1)

Lo ot 1> Soweledip pluete. Words outter doctia
,. g,eme_&ml uolas. %u(wa LAMone ond Gtwes Delongyia...

1 mark

The above response clearly states that it refers to someone’s wishes regarding distribution of
assets after their death.

Examiners did however also credit responses that were not as clear, as long as they specified it
concerns distribution of property after death as seen in the following response:

An example of a response that received 1 mark;
Voluntary/third sector services are often funded by wills.

(b) Outline the meaning of the term ‘will"
(1)

MoNEY  LEFT. FROM .. A FAMILY
onlMHO . HAS  DIEDS

1 mark
An example of a response that received 0 marks;
Voluntary/third sector services are often funded by wills.
(b) Outline the meaning of the term “will:
(1
1} Misns  domabiens /7O e ﬁ' =22 Lic
0 marks

@ Pearson
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The above response refers to donations in general and makes no reference to a will thus is not
rewardable.

Q4(c)

This question required learners to describe one way that a change in funding can impact on the
armed services. This was generally answered well with the vast majority of learners being able
to gain at least one mark. The most common correct responses referred to the impact on
resources such as staff and equipment. These included responses such as ‘it will mean they
have less staff', ‘if they have less money, they won't be able to buy equipment’. These impacts
would be credited one mark for identification of an impact on the service. Some learners were
able to develop their response to gain the second mark, however a number of learners gave
expansions that would impact the community not the armed service so these were not
rewardable.

Correct expansions included, ‘the service has less staff, which means extra pressure on existing
staff'. This would be awarded two marks, one for identification of the impact of a change in
funding on staffing levels and one for developing this point by saying how less staff would affect
the service.

Incorrect expansions included, ‘the service has less staff so they cannot help the public. The
expansion does not relate to the impact on the service and is therefore not rewardable. Note
that had the learner said ‘the service has less staff, so they cannot help the public, which means
the service will get a bad reputation’ this would have been rewarded for two marks due the
extension being linked back the impact on the service itself.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;

(c) Describe one way that a change in funding can impact on the armed services.
(2)

BRI SO EIN YRV Cwed o locu ox . fndday
My Cowkd wae Solddess fedandenk A
. ba&q Uneubnte . in Dudowe  odtees

2 marks

An example of a response that received 2 marks;
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(c]” Describe one way that a ciange in funding can impact on the armed services.
(2)

E%r’ Lﬁ)r Naaw ?’20‘ )

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

(Total for Question 4 = 4 marks)
2 marks

(c) Describe one way that a change in funding can impact on the armed services. —L

‘ Y4c

L tonding 15 Incveased thon e avved
sev s CEuld veoeve BerMev eao frow
Lp e owvvved Sexmces. l.oose..__.@omd ey
-\’V\ejboon‘t be able B -

e/ eav,u‘;OVV\Qm't ____(Total for Question4=4r )4 T

1 mark

The above response can only achieve one mark as the learner has provided two polar opposite
answers, i.e. one that states the impact of more funding and direct equivalent impact of less
funding, therefore there is a maximum of one mark available. Centres are encouraged to share
this example with learners when practicing exam technique to highlight the importance of
knowing what the question requires. If a question is worth two marks and asks for one example,
there will be one mark available for the example and one for a valid extension, therefore giving
multiple points. No expansion will mean they cannot achieve more than one mark.

Learners should also avoid repeating the stem, as this is not rewardable, this may only take a
few seconds but if learners do this on multiple questions in the exam, they are wasting valuable
time, writing something they will not receive any credit for. For example, this question asks for
the impact of a change in funding, a change of funding is therefore given in the question, so
learners do not need to make references to this. The learner is being asked to give an impact
only, therefore learners do not need to start their response with things such as, ‘if funding is
increased this will impact the service because....’ Instead they should simply state the impact,
for example ‘they can buy better equipment'. This again could be useful to highlight to learners
when discussing exam technique.

@ Pearson
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An example of a response that received 0 marks

(c) Describe one way that a change in funding can impact on the armed services.
(2)

| Wh memony. A rn_u}hr | U‘era.o_t'{ha_ SeNICO.
Jecavse. . ds. costs a & of. moneiy. to call the

e BN T o

0 marks

The above response does not actually give any impact, it does state it costs money to call the
armed services out but does not state any impact of a change in funding.

Q5

The question required learners to explain a consequence of ineffective performance. Generally,
this was not answered well, as many learners gave responses that referred to consequences to
the public such as ‘people could die’, which could not be rewarded. Some candidates also gave
examples of ineffective performance instead of the consequences to the public service, again
these were not awarded. Learners should be reminded to read the question thoroughly to
ensure they understand the focus of the question.

Most common correct responses referred to scrutiny.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;

5 Public services need to work together. If public services do not work effectively
together, this can lead to ineffective performance.
Explain one consequence for the public service of ineffective performance.
1. Views. o0 that F.ub.l..g..g........ﬁa-ma Cea..

o _\fFEeckE Pefop]@ﬁ J‘-U’Lé” Jova o
_____ E‘fﬁ {.....S:erwc_& bemuse Hr% dont wont o ba_d VO o

Although the above response does mention the public, it is clear the impact this would have on
the service itself. It was rewarded one mark for the impact of reputational damage and one for

@ Pearson
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development of this impact, i.e. explaining the impact this could have on public service staffing
levels/recruitment.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

5 Public services need to work together. If public services do not work effectively
together, this can lead to ineffective performance.

Explain one consequence for the public service of ineffective performance.

..... If. thave v o Skavbing anct. {her e wo

o Chose  bodh homenwnd/ apd o folveo

0 marks

The response above is an example of an example of ineffective performance with no
identification of any impact on the public service as such it is not rewardable.

Q6 (a)

This question required learners to give two reasons why it is important that public services make
the best use of tools and equipment. Learners generally answered this question well, giving a
variety of correct responses, the most common referring to; cost implications, saving lives, or
public services being publicly funded.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;
6 Public services use a variety of resources such as tools and equipment.

(a) Give two reasons why it is important that public services make the best use of
tools and equipment.

(2)

2 marks
The above response gives two clear reasons: efficiency (1) and safety (1).

@ Pearson
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An example of a response that received 1 mark;

6 Public services use a variety of resources such as tools and equipment.
(a) Give two reasons why it is important that public services make the best use of
tools and equipment.
(2)

1 pecaudt. . vsw\j ................ Yoais Qﬂf)\equ\\(ﬁ wient =~

e xR \oegx  N\ean s Maa ol \oag

20N ‘03 A o TUCB S b SO B
IR PRI e\ b Wieons... Y. . CCan....CR3Y wore  wOne 9

1 mark

The above response scores one mark as it gives one reason i.e. cost implications.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

6 Public services use a variety of resources such as tools and equipment.

(a) Give two reasons why it is important that public services make the best use of
tools and equipment.

0 marks

Q6 (b)

This question required learners to state two things that public service staff can do to make sure
that resources are used effectively and not wasted. Most candidates were able to gain one mark
with some getting full marks. Those who score full marks usually repeated the same point and
so could didn't only gain one mark.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;
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(b) State two things that public service staff can do to make sure that resources are

used effectively and not wasted. ]
){015]

1 Poslie.  Seruice. Sl CoNd  BSC resorce® foc T

WQS ______ ’tm.n.r5 o onake. RS nes T ek st
2. Xo\is- .. &Mcﬁ.wfpm\dqlm@gﬁe_mé |

....... RPN ﬁe)\r\.t,‘thw G EO.. \h:bf Aot ael ooan

- - [Totalfogquml 6=4 v

- I r ONO=4 vvrer =en uUG

2 marks

The above response scored one mark for using resources for training and one for using
resources properly.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

(b) State two thinigs'that public service staff can do to make sure that resources are
used effectively and not wasted.

n'.:} el SCQP 55(\5 0% oub P&GP/Q ... Er

L aletk _\\.5- _____(Total for Question 6= .
P NPAL I“VGI

1 mark

The above response scored one mark for training. The second response was not rewardable as
public services would not know it is a prank call until arrival and so would attend as normal.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;
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(b) State two things that public service staff can do to make sure that resources are
used effectively and not wasted.

(Total for Question 6 = 4 marks)

0 marks

Q7 (a)

This question required learners to state one role of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS). This
was question had a mixed response, some learners showed a good understanding of the role
of the CPS, whilst others showed no understanding.

The most common correct response referred to them prosecuting offenders.

There were a number of candidates that gave answers referring to sentencing of the offender,
such as ‘they sentence the offender’ or ‘they provide a sentence for those convicted' this is the
role of a judge/magistrate and is therefore incorrect. Where the learner specified that the CPS
produced sentencing reports this would be accepted, as they along with the defence, do prepare
these.

Other learners simply guessed based on the word crown and gave answers referring to the royal
family.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

7 Inthe UK, justice services are provided by a range of organisations such as the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) and the courts.

(a) State one role of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS).

1 mark
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An example of a response that received 0 marks;

7 Inthe UK, justice services are provided by a range of organisations such as the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) and the courts.

(a) State one role of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS).

0 marks

The above responses refers to ensuring the right sentence, the CPS do not decide the sentence
so this is not rewardable.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

7 Inthe UK, justice services are provided by a range of organisations such as the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) and the courts.

(a) State one role of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS).

0 marks
The above response is incorrect.

Q7 (b)
This question required learners to name one civil court, this generally was not answered well,
with very few learners gaining a mark. The responses given show that candidates most likely

struggled because they were asked to provide a civil instead of a criminal court.

The most common answer given was ‘crown court’ this could not be awarded as it is a criminal
court.

For those who did answer correctly they gained the point for Magistrates’ Court due to its civil
function.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

@ Pearson
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(b) Name one civil court in England and Wales.

(1)
1 mark
An example of a response that received 0 marks;
IIIII { b}Name onecwﬂ court in England and Wales.
Mo madlsggs CROAN SebE CoUf
b 0 marks .....

Q7 (c)

This question required learners to describe an advantage for citizens of having criminal courts
and a good number of learners were able to score one mark. The most common correct
responses referred to; the public feeling more secure or the courts providing justice. Learners
were not credited for giving functions of the court such as sentencing, as the question required
an advantage of having criminal courts.

However, examiners did accept references to sentencing where they were clearly linked or used
to describe an advantage to citizens as in the example below.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;

(¢) Describe one advantage for citizens of having criminal courts, o)
By hamm)c,nm m&x\ Louvts. Offendey 3..can..
recleve a custodwal sentenice. depending on...
the sevevity of the crime.This means theve
ave. less . evumunals an.. 80 oreky \
ctizens ko be S2k€. (Total for Question 7 = 4 marks) _

2 marks
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The above response gained two marks, the first was awarded for the public feeling safer, the
second for the extension to this i.e. the reason the public will feel safer, because courts can
issue custodial sentences which means there are less criminals on the streets.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

(c) Describe one advantage for citizens of having criminal courts.

(2)
AN adk 66 et e
1 mark

The above response scored one mark for giving the advantage of the courts acting as a
deterrent.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

(c) Describe one advantage for citizens of having criminal courts,
(2)

D0 1E . Uo QU O manaae Q€. Q. bu.a.ﬂe:;.::__
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0 marks
The above response is not rewardable.

Q8

This question required learners to identify one area of responsibility the Home Office has for
the Police. Many learners were able to gain a mark, with the most common correct answer
relating to giving/supplying funding. Learners were not given credit for responses that stated
the Home Officer provides equipment, as the Home Office provides funding for the police, who
then decide how to spend the funds.

There were a number of learners who gave responsibilities of the Home Office in general that

were not responsibilities for the police, such as, issuing passports or visas, these were not
credited.
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An example of a response that received 1 mark;

8 The Home Office is the government department that has overall responsibility for
the police.

Identify one area of responsibility the Home Office has for the police.

e =S f 2 "G WA SRS, - S o G v, S f’ﬂ-rz_j oL
LA, th D e @ty A L*\tﬂp T
1 mark

The above response gained one mark for providing funding.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

8 The Home Office is the government department that has overall responsibility for
the police.

Identify one area of responsibility the Home Office has for the police.
: B f

0 marks
The above response is an example of a learner not understanding the role of the Home Office.
Q9

This question required learners to outline one way to improve coordination within a
partnership. Overall some learners were able to gain a mark, with the most common correct
responses referring to collaborative training exercises, identifying roles in advance or

constant/regular communication. Learners were not credited for simply stating
‘communication’, this alone is not an outline and so is not rewardable.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

9 One problem in a partnership delivery model can be coordinating the different
organisations involved in the partnership.

Outline one way to improve coordination within a partnership.

\N\eu:)().}o‘ ....... ‘wno\p Wmelom ond

(Total for Question 9 = 1 mark)

1 mark
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An example of a response that received 1 mark;

9 One problem in a partnership delivery model can be coordinating the different I
organisations involved in the partnership. i
' r

Qutline one way to improve coordination within a partnership.

. IZCL’CSOfoGQfGé«h i Sokhomy
oS here. {?ujf’f@ ond N |
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! _ _ _ (Total for Question 9 = 1 mark) E

1 mark
An example of a response that received 0 marks;
9 One problem in a partnership delivery model can be coordinating the different
organisations involved in the partnership.
Outline one way to improve coordination within a partnership.
Hovz. NS5 .. (oY dhnaakion
0 marks

The above response is not rewardable and highlights the need for learners to read the question
thoroughly to ensure they fully understand what the question is asking.

Q10

This question required learners to give two reasons why public services need to assess an
incident. Learners were not credited with responses that related to assessing the severity of the
incident as this was given in the stem. Most learners were able to gain at least one mark with
the most common correct answers referring to; risk assessment, deciding what resources may
be needed, deciding which service are required.

Learners were not credited for vague responses that related to ‘finding out what happened'. To
be given credit for this they would need to say why the service needs to find out what happened,
e.g. 'find out what happened so they can decide on a plan of action'.
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An example of a response that received 2 marks;

10 Public services need to work together to manage incidents, which includes assessing
the severity of the incident.

Give two other reasons why public services need to assess an incident.

176 Adeteinaang. s 2OV S oA

neede o\ .. e
ZT—,F 5\,&({ o ane.. 02 L0 me . LiL0N0. .10
The. axe Musciple.. ConSaaa itz .

___(Total for Question 10 = 2 marks)
2 marks

The above response has scored two marks, one for determining which services are needed and
one for assessing injuries i.e. triage.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;

10 Public services need to work together to manage incidents, which includes assessing
the severity of the incident.

Give two other reasons why public services need to assess an incident.

110 & _hod _men vickoms fbfer\c‘w\l Vickoms Ehew
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(Tatal far Nuactinn 10 = 2 marke)
2 marks

The above response scores two marks, although actually it contains three correct responses;
assessing how many victims there could be / assessing damage to property / to see which
equipment is needed. As the question requires two examples the maximum mark available is
two marks.
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An example of a response that received 0 marks;

10 Public services need to work together to manage incidents, which includes assessing
the severity of the incident.

Gi;e two other reasons why public services need to assess an incident.

0.7 IR !/f:ngb Lhe sy 270 7 ton ;z"y .

0 marks
The above response was not awarded as the points given are too vague.

Q11

This question required learners to identify two ways that public services share information with
each other. The vast majority of learners got at least one mark here with a variety of responses
given.

The most common answers referred to; radio / meetings / emails / letters.

However, there were a number of candidates who gave responses referring to social media or
news/newspapers. These would be ways public services share information with the public but
not each other. These responses could be explained by learners remembering the answers to
questions they have been given from past papers. For example Q5 in the 1901 series required
learners to give ways that public services communicate with the public. Therefore, it seems likely
that given the number of these incorrect responses in this exam series that this past paper has
been used with learners during exam preparation. Whilst it is excellent practice to use past
papers with learners, centres are encouraged to remind learners that they cannot simply learn
answers verbatim, because a similar looking question may have an entirely different focus, as
indeed it did in this exam.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;

11 It is vital public services share information and intelligence.

Identify two ways public services share information with each other.

1. ’T\'\f‘mus\\ R, . SN t‘cxnéb\ L YR

;ff /ﬁnw\)&\\ Pnene coNs  owd

2 marks



L2 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Public Services Unit 1

The above response scores two marks in total but contains three correct answers, by radio,
phone calls and reports. As they are asked for two ways they cannot gain more than two marks.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

11 Itis vital phblEservlces share information and intelligence.

Identify two ways public services share information with each other.

AN VN

___(Total for Question 11 =2 marks)

1 mark

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

11 Itis vital public services share information and intelligence.

Identify two ways public services share information with each other.

SOV Lo\ Y (78 Ciyfillion G QUbO%-Clabd..

DI 0. Cund, e & /10 Ross tle Sbs 1eaks uhich ol

0 marks
The above response refers to reasons why, not the way and so is not rewardable.
Q12
This question required learners to explain one example of public services working together to

deliver a service. It was pleasing so see a good number of learners gaining full marks, showing
an excellent understanding of collaborative working.

The first mark available was awarded for examples of when public services would work together,
such as rescuing a patient involved in a road traffic collision (RTC). To be credited the first mark
the answer needed to have some context and be more than just ‘RTC'. The second mark was
awarded for an appropriate extension. This could be saying what the services work on together
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or what roles they each do in order to contribute to collaborative working. Therefore valid
extensions to this first example could be; ‘the fire service and ambulance service work together
to free the patient from the car’ or ‘the fire service cut the patient out of the car whilst the
ambulance service give the patient medical attention’.

Two examples of a responses that each received 2 marks;

12 Explain one example of public services working together to deliver a service.

Tt A imie... S e o flle  Sarvice | b E€Gunde
ame Mmeres  somesac. Shuk. Ymen.  Iwe. Fie  SAcvieR.
Lem . Ak g . PoSon. NV SEMUR | end  dne IMmoulens™

Savicn .. Com.. nhp \resmk \me.  AnuiCA  persen

12 Explain one example of public services working together to deliver a service.

A B ELOT OGO ERE | WO, B ADY. ExvNPLE 8 -
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2 marks

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

12 Explain one example of public services working together to deliver a service.
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The above response gains one mark only for identifying casualties from a terror attack at
London Bridge, it does not have any extension to explain which services are there or what they
will do so they cannot gain the second extension mark.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

12 Explain one example of public services working together to deliver a service. ¢
‘lhjmwtéasadir-b.\jmm gn.,t.cmfnj.m:&.. Qach. offec. ,‘,fﬁqlc..ﬁq,
comm v, Cadsi on .S ____k%___ao...bq;.nj Lo %choqb,&a;t .
Cowlel.. . odSe. helP. owt.. Lhe... Okt Menmbes.. wka&«k/—«j naeck. .

ko . do. . or. hoee..

OAe 3{:.'1:} CEo . clo b,

0 marks'

The above response doesn't give any example of public service working together as it is saying
communication is key to working together, which is not what the question is asking and
therefore it is not rewardable.

Q13 (a)

Most learners were able to score one mark for this question. This question required learners to
outline two ways that the probation service supports and manages offenders. The key focus of
this question is the way in which they perform this role and as such answers that refer to their
aims and objectives cannot be credited. For example, their aim is to rehabilitate offenders but
this alone is not rewardable as learners must give a way in which they do this. For example one
way they achieve this aim is by providing assistance to offenders in finding employment.
Therefore the aim alone cannot be credited.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;
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13 (a) Outline two ways that the probation service carries utits role of supporting and :
managing offenders. h

(2}
1 /u\Qt o YL ot w0~ e O%@W (%0 W
\(T,%ﬁbd o doosis ( Py Noahon ,,__aﬁ(%‘(,zf)
2 fﬂf\zﬂ,,f{u@.,z@mm@c unSelling E ¢ quute A _ond |
......... 4 :,} 200 o log o Qe :
{(b) Explain two roles of a prison officer. . \,
{4)
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2 marks

The above response score two marks one for meeting with offenders regularly and one for
‘keeping tabs on them' i.e. monitoring offenders. ‘Give Counselling’ cannot be credited as the
probation service do not undertake this role themselves. They can give advice and assistance
and can refer the offender to counselling so those would be credited.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

13 (a) Outline two ways that the probation service carries out its role of supporting and
managing offenders.
(2)

1T Afendecs Wil See o  Prabadies.
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The above response scored one mark the first response.
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An example of a response that received 0 marks;

13 (a) Outline two ways that the probation service carries out its role of supporting and
managing offenders.
(2)
______ .é)ﬁ? S?fo’afd"....._ ’f‘fﬁl*“l‘/
zﬂgy ...... Lo Ko wdr/;/r"aé-ﬂf i/wd‘f:/"
0 marks

The above response did not gain any marks as was not linked to supporting offenders.
Q13 (b)

This question required learners to explain two roles of a prison officer. As this was an explain
question it is assessing a higher level of comprehension and therefore it requires a more
complex response. Answers that were too similar were treated as duplicates, for example;
managing the custodial environment would include many things such as, preventing escape,
locking cells, roll calls, and therefore where learners gave two examples like this from the same
heading in the mark scheme they could not be awarded more than two marks.

An example of a response that received 4 marks;

- - — b A e ---'—:}

(b) Explain_two roles of a pris‘.:)n officer.
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4 marks

The above response gained four marks, two for each response, marks were awarded as follows:
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1. Ensure prisoners are safe i.e. safeguard prisoners (1) by breaking up fights/monitoring
those with mental health problems (1)

2. Search visitors i.e. perform security checks on visitors (1) to identify any dangerous or
banned items i.e. in order to improve safety (1)

An example of a response that received 2 marks;

(b) Explain twe roles of a prison officer.
(4)

219 Meke S Vo _one efelef o O Prifon,

(Total for Question 13 = 6 marks)

2 marks

The above response scores one mark for each response, one for safeguarding and one for
making sure no one escapes i.e. managing the custodial environment.

An example of a response that received 0 marks;

(b) Explain two roles of a prison officer,
(4)
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The above response is not rewardable, the prison service do not arrest criminals and their role
is not to protect the public in general. Had they said protect visitors from offenders this would
have been credited.

Q14 (a)

This question required a definition of the term accountability. Some learners gained one mark,
however few learners were able to gain full marks, this is in line with previous series where
students struggle with the concept of accountability.

The most common correct response referred to taking responsibility for their actions, gaining
one mark.

Credit was not awarded where learners used the word accountability alone to define the term,
therefore a response such as, ‘this means they are accountable for their decisions’ is not
rewardable.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;

14 Public services must be accountable for their actions.

(a) Explain the term ‘accountability; in relation to public service delivery.
(2)

AR {'lm‘z.go\r(’,r!op ohsiMie.  Torhaer. athnon 'Fw
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2 marks
The above response scores two marks, the first is awarded for them defining the term i.e. being
‘responsible for their actions’, with the second mark being awarded for an appropriate extension

i.e. the example of what they are accountable for.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;
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14 Public services must be accountable for their actions.

(a) Explain the term ‘accountability, in relation to public service delivery.
(2)

Ahis..means. thak ke Dubi'c. Secuice. clel) uemjarq,
Ce2IPanS odale. for.  tHeir. Ouin.. cackionS. Ond. Cholcesd. wien..

1 mark
An example of a response that received 0 marks;
14 Public services must be accountable for their actions.
(a) Explain the term ‘accountability, in relation to public service delivery.
(2)
Ay L Pelole serve Ao

0 marks

Q14 (b)

This question requires learners to identify two ways that public services are held accountable.
Unfortunately, learners often did not gain marks, mostly due to them giving examples of what
public services are accountable for instead of ways they are held accountable. This suggests they
have not read the question properly or have misunderstood the question. Centres are
encouraged to use this as an example to learners to help improve their exam technique.

The question requires learners to give ways that the service is held accountable and therefore
answers referring to individuals were not credited.

An example of a response that received 2 marks;
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The above response was given one mark for each response, one for being held responsible by
the Home Office i.e. a government department and another for being held accountable by the

local council i.e. local authority. Neither is extended so cannot gain any more than two marks.

An example of a response that received 1 mark;

(b) Explain two ways public services can be held accountable for their actions.

; . (4)

1 By m,mﬂmw b Yot MEE‘WWM MR ...
1 mark

The above response was awarded one mark for the first response i.e. judged on their
performance by the public. The second response was not rewardable as it refers to a supervisor
punishing them for their actions, this refers to an individual being held accountable not the
service and so is not rewardable.
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An example of a response that received 0 marks;

(b} Explain two ways public services can be held accountable for their actions.
(4]
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0 marks

The above response refers to an individual being held accountable and is therefore not
rewardable.

Q15

This question required learners to discuss the impact on the local authority of addressing the
issues in the report on the prison service.

The performance on this question varied considerably. For those who read/understood the
guestion there were a large number of learners who got at least three marks. However, there
were also a large number of learners who did not answer the question asked. Instead they
discussed the impact of the issued raised in the report on the service user/community and
therefore could not achieve any marks.

Centres are encouraged to share this with learners when practicing exam technique to highlight
the importance of understanding who the focus of the question is on, whether that be the public
service itself, the service user or the public in general. This is vitally important, as getting this
wrong will prevent learners gaining marks.

An example of a response that received 6 marks;
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15 A recent report has found that Sunnyville local authority social care services for
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(Total for Question 15 = 8 marks)

PR

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS

6 marks

The above response is an upper level 2 response that is clearly linked to the question. It
identifies some points (funding and transparency) and describes three points (training,
resources and scrutiny) all of which are relevant to the question with some attempt to consider
more than one view point (cost associated with changes and staff wellbeing).

In the opening part of the response it identifies funding is needed to pay for more staff. It
continues to relate funding to training, describing how training during work hours adds
additional costs to the local authority, a clear attempt to consider another viewpoint. The learner
then describes that additional resources will be required, they also consider another viewpoint
by recognising that this will require funds but would improve public confidence. The next point
describes the need for additional scrutiny again recognising more than one point of view by
discussing how this could improve performance but also could put staff under additional stress
and that this could result in less staff due to sick leave.
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An example of a response that received 4 marks.
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15 A recent report has found that Sunnyville local authority soclal care services for
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4 marks

The above is an example of a middle level 2 response with two points described and two
identified with an attempt to consider more than one viewpoint. Damage to reputation
described, this is linked to funding where the candidate describes the impact of additional staff
on improving service delivery and improving public opinion. There is also discussion of the need
for staff training with regard to disabilities. The candidate begins to consider more than one
view point when recognising that additional staff and training will cost the LA money. The
candidate identifies that legal action for information not being passed on could be reduced by
employing supervisors, although this point would benefit from more detailed consideration.
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An example of a response that received 3 marks;

15 A recent report has found that Sunnyville local authority social care services for
vulnerable adults are below accepted standards.

L}
The report found: -
«  not enowugh care in the community provision for the elderly s
« 7 out of 10 patients experienced unacceptable delays
« not enough support offered to people with disabilities to help them to live in *
their own homes independently
+ on several occasions information on vulnerable adults was not passed to the &
appropriate agencies/other departments, putting these adults in danger. "":
Discuss the impact on Sunnyville local authority of addressing the issues raised in =~ ¢
this report.
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3 marks
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The above response is an upper level 1 response gaining three marks, the learner has identified
many valid points but there is no expansion and it considers only one viewpoint.
An example of a response that received 0 marks;

T
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15 A recent report has found that Sunnyville lecal autharity social care services for
wvulnerable adults are below accepred standards.

The repart found:

= ot encugh care in the community provision for the elderly
7 out of 10 patients experienced unacceptable delays
nat encugh support offered to peopbe with dizabilities to help them to live in
their own homes independenthy
on several occasions Information on vulnerable adults was not passed to the
appropriate agendies/other departments, putting these adults in danger,

Discuss the impact on Sunnyville local autherity of addressing the issues raised in
this report.

ookt heaffp cease

_less” delays
pediced  Coe |

€or He  disebilted.

edUlES  reeds ko be  pesSed on ko

— They need to  Stop  putting . odules |

e R R

A lhelE e wob [ | ol af Fey F.H%.},

0 marks

The above response was not rewardable, it simply repeats or expands on many points given in
the stem, without giving any impact to the local authority, and these are not rewardable.

@ Pearson



L2 Lead Examiner Report 2001 Public Services Unit 1

Summary:

Based on their performance on this paper, in future learners should:

e Be aware that there is an hour to complete this paper and plan time accordingly. The lengthier
questions come towards the end of the paper so more time could be allocated for later
questions.

¢ Spend time reading each question thoroughly to ensure the question asked is the question
answered.

¢ Spend time reading each question thoroughly to ensure learners know how many answers
they are expected to give, paying particular attention to answers when learners are asked to
make a match, for example by drawing lines. This is evidenced in Q1 of this paper, drawing
multiple lines when asked to draw one will invalidate their response.

e Beawarethatall parts of the specification will be tested during the life of the qualification.
» Study the specification to ensure key aspects that could be tested are known.

e Look atthe command word in the question - outline, describe, explain, discuss. These words
provide information on the type of response required and how the answer should be phrased.
For example, ‘outline’ requires a basic response, whereas ‘explain’ will require an initial idea or
way to be identified followed by expansion and/or examples to apply and illustrate why this idea
or way is suitable. If two explanations are required half the marks will be awarded for the first
response and the other half will be awarded for the second response. Therefore if only one
explanation is made, then half the marks allocated for the question will be lost.

e Plan the response to the last question which will require a number of different aspects to be
addressed, with reasoning, for higher marks to be awarded. Use all of the information supplied,
such as statistics.

e Exam techniques are important and appropriate preparation will ensure that learners approach
the exam more confidently and with knowledge of how to respond to different types of
questions.

e Clearly cross out any work they do not want examiners to mark and be aware of the rules
regarding replacing answers. If learners replace a crossed-out answer with a new response, the
markers can only mark the new response.
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Areas for improvement identified in this series include:

e Practice examination technique to ensure learners fully understand what the question requires.
Questions mostly focus on public services, public service personnel, service users and the
general public, it is vitally important learners understand which is the focus of each question to
be able to successfully gain marks. This was particularly evident in Q2 (a), Q5, Q11, Q14 (b) and
Q15.

e Ensure students are familiar with terminology, for example, in Q4 (a) many learners
misunderstood the meaning of contracted out services.

e Use past papers such as this to ensure learners understand the definitions and concepts of
scrutiny and regulation, including the public service inspectorates listed in the specification.
Remind learners that to not assume any future exam questions are the same as the papers they
have practiced, highlight they may have an entirely different focus.

e Ensurethatall elements of the specification are covered. Ensure revision is focused on the areas
of the specification the learners find difficult such as contracted out services and accountability.
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