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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit 1: The Music Industry (21512E)

Level 1 Level 2
Grade Unclassified
Pass Pass | Merit Distinction
Boundary Mark 0 15 23 31 40
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Introduction

This examination was presented for the eleventh time in June 2019 and thus is
very well established. A secure understanding of expectations continues to be
demonstrated by most learners and strategies to address the examination
successfully continue to be evident, especially when tackling the longer questions.

This paper was well received by learners, with a good attempt made to answer all
qguestions, in most cases. Learners continue to address the unit with confidence,
indicating that many centres are comfortable with the expectations of the
examination.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

Learner confidence is demonstrated in the way that the majority of learners
attempted a response to all of the questions on the paper, including the two
extended response questions. There were few instances where a reasonable
attempt was not made on these longer items, although a slight increase in the
number of learners failing to attempt several of the other questions on the paper
was noted. Most learners continue to demonstrate sound awareness of required
examination techniques for this paper.
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Individual Questions
Section A

The first five questions, as in previous papers, are multiple choice questions
worth one mark each.

Q1 asks learners to identify the role responsible for performing given music in
a recording studio. The correct answer, session musician, was given by over
eighty percent of learners.

Q2 and Q4 were also answered correctly by most learners. These questions
concern the role responsible for representing an artist and the responsibilities
of a promoter. Learners were mostly successful in these initial questions
relating to job roles within the music industry.

Q3 and Q5 proved a little more challenging and were answered correctly by
just over half the cohort. Q3 asks learners which union protects the interests
of those working in technical roles in the music industry. The correct answer is
BECTU, but a number of learners incorrectly selected MCPS or PPL. Q5 asks
learners to identify a responsibility of a union in the music industry. The
correct answer is ‘handling disputes’. Where learners did not answer correctly,
they were quite evenly split as to which alternative they suggested from the
other three responses available. These incorrect responses were demographic
targeting, distributing work and sample clearance. It is appreciated that Q5 is
likely to prove a little more challenging to learners, but it might also be noted
that learners appeared to do less well on union-related questions than they did
on the questions relating to job roles.

Q6 asks learners to name the job role responsible for three specified tasks.
There were a range of correct answers available, including composer, arranger,
songwriter, producer and musical director. Just under half of all learners gave
a correct answer, as illustrated below.
& Mame the job role responable for the foliowing

& reponding 1o miisic briels

» piRching ideas fo clients

» producing & scone and pans

composer
(Totsl for Quwestion 6 = 1 mark) 1 Mark
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This is a straightforward job roles question requiring simple recall from the
specification so we might have expected learners to answer this question with
a little more confidence. Incorrect responses varied widely, but included
manager, promoter, agent and a variety of sound technician and recording
roles, as illustrated below.

&  Mama the pob rode responsible for the Tollowing
® pespnnding o mudis briefs
= pilching idess 1o dieris

L] p-u:-du:lng a soore and parts
Skud 0 W o E:}czr

(Tertal for Question & = 1 mark) 10 Marks

Q7 asks learners to identify one payment that a self-employed musician is
required to make to the government. Two thirds of learners gave a correct
response to this question. The most common correct response was tax,
followed by national insurance.

7 dentify one payment that a self-employed musician must make to the government.
nadtonad mpurarnde

N (Total for Question 7 = 1 mark) 1 Mark

Learners who did not give a correct response often had a sensible guess, with
responses such as royalties or insurance.

7 Identify one payment that a self-employed musician must make to the government.
K.Tuies
(Total for Question 7 = 1 mark) _

~ 0 Marks

Q8 concerns the responsibilities of a live sound technician. Learners were
required to suggest two responsibilities of this job role. This question proved
very accessible to learners, with many gaining the full two marks available.
Popular correct responses included sound checks, adjusting levels, mixing as
well as relevant health and safety obligations.
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An example of a response that gained the full two marks is given below.

8 Give two responsibilities of a live sound techniclan,

1 Make  sue all the fx"wpmcﬂ} 1S wockmﬁs and ot
bhe . corcect wlame

2 Make . the s.'rw&; Sage SO the  band/octist  can
P::-.’&;lfrﬂ withowt 18K c)a 1&3\.»(\;58{15 bpin% wifes down

(Total for Question 8 = 2 marks) 2 Marks

Sometimes in this examination, learners fail to gain marks due to giving a
version of the same answer twice. An example of this is seen here. The
response below gained 1 mark for ‘check the microphones work’, which is
featured on the mark scheme as ‘ensuring equipment works correctly’.
However, only one mark will ever be awarded for the same point, so this
learner cannot then gain a second mark by giving a second example of
ensuring something is working. Learners would be well advised to try to avoid
giving two very similar responses to a question in this examination by ensuring
responses are sufficiently different.

8 Give two responsibilities of a live sound technician.
1 Chaca He ™MLY OP""‘”""E‘ L0

2 Checin o Sgeowe ) Lot

(Total for Question 8 = 2 marks)

1 Mark

Q9 asks learners to identify two services that a hire company might provide in
the music industry. This proved more challenging to learners as a good
number did not identify a specific service, as required by the question.

In order to gain a mark, learners needed to identify a service such as
instrumental rental, van hire, catering or transportation.



L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (BTEC Level %2 First in Music)

Learners often gave responses such as ‘equipment’ or ‘instruments’. These
types of answers were not considered creditable, since neither are services. In
the example below, the learner gained 1 mark for ‘transportation of
equipment’ as this is a valid service as listed on the mark scheme, but no
marks can be awarded for ‘equipment’ on its own, without further clarification.

9 Identify two services that a hire company might provide in the music industry.
 Jhalion o oqfunt
2 -QPIL{}PUM"

S (Total for Question9=2marks) 1 Mark

An example of a response that gained the full 2 marks is given here.

9 |dentify two services that a hire company might provide in the music industry.

) M ovt eleckrical eguipmenk
2 l'!d.rc.r».f.}5 ouk . Larkromenks

(Total for Question9=2marks) 2 Marks

This learner has specified ‘hiring out’ in each part of the response, which is a
service and therefore creditable.

Q10 proved to be a good discriminator of the role of PPL PRS. It asks for two
reasons why it is important for a venue to comply with PRS for Music licensing
requirements. Where learners had a clear understanding of the role of this
organisation as it relates to venues, they were able to offer two clear correct
responses, as shown in the example below.

10 Give two reasons why it is important for a venue to comply with PRS for Music
licensing requirements.

1 \*(. LASus s e nNO \‘LSO“I\ dl‘s |° wi LS
. o COLs S0 d
5 \ RASUrey L AT Cla PALE L EAD Cec eues

e Corfacy L‘Q._Sc)“{\' wg ‘SQF h\-f\g_'\f (oorie .,

(Total for Question 10 = 2 marks)

S S 12 Marks
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The most common correct responses related to ensuring musicians receive
royalties, avoiding a fine or potential legal issue and allowing the venue to use
music. It was more common for learners to gain either two marks or no marks
in this question. Where learners gained no marks, suggestions often related to
health and safety issues, avoiding equipment breaking or other unrelated
factors.

10 Give two reasons why it is important for a venue to comply with PRS for Music
licensing requirements.

10 Cose O REfible  add dent yudes.

2 0 (0SB (nsusance fer ang fgts

'CQ!‘UI‘C) guoce:
___(Total for Question 10 = 2 marks) 0 Marks

Additionally, learners often made incorrect suggestions relating to copyright.
There appeared to be a common confusion between performing rights and
copyright, with learners using the two terms synonymously. Centres may seek
to clarify the differences with their learners.

Q11 is the last question in Section A of the paper. It asks learners to identify
an action that a venue might take in order to ensure the health and safety of
its employees under three headings: fire safety, electrical safety and noise.
Health and safety questions continue to prove accessible and popular with
learners and a high proportion of learners gained at least 2 marks in this
question. Common fire safety responses often related to fire exits and fire
extinguishers. Common electrical safety responses related to taping down
cables/ avoiding trip hazards and keeping liquids away from electrics. In the
noise section, popular responses were either related to ear defenders or to
controlling the maximum sound, for instance with a limiter.
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11 Identify one action a venue can take to ensure the health and safety of its
employees in each of the following three areas.

Fice  alatm
Fire safety
Keap Coables Fld& .
Electrical safety
Eof  pPlugs
Noise

(Total for Question 11 = 3marks) 2 Marks

Where learners failed to gain full marks, it was usually the ‘noise’ part that
failed to gain credit.

Some learners gave answers relating to preventing noise disturbance in the
local area which does not relate to the health and safety of employees and
therefore is not creditable.

A few learners described the consequence of not taking action, without stating
what the relevant action might be, and so were not able to gain credit. As
such, the example below did not gain any marks.

11 Identify one action a venue can take to ensure the health and safety of its
employees in each of the following three areas.

so IbSoMering exQioded or

Fre salety a Fre sxarted Hee (oud e
that way.

ko Make e o body
Electrical safety | ¢\ 3099 ek execeiicutec)

¥re notSe Mgt ke oo
s \oudd Wiere te Seedikee(s
henke & baw UP.

(Total for Question 11 =3 marks) 0 Marks

10
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Section B

Section B questions all relate to the scenario in Brief A concerning Adam and
Les, who are looking to hold auditions for their live entertainment show.

Q12 is a straight-forward venues question which asks learners to identify a
type of small venue suitable for holding the vocal auditions. Since ‘small’ is
given in the question, this, on its own, would not be a creditable response.
Nearly all learners were able to gain a mark on this question, however,
selecting from a wide range of potential correct responses. The most common
correct responses were a theatre, pub, school, studio and various types of hall,
as shown in the example below.

12 Identify one type of small venue suitable for holding the vocal auditions.

Small theakre

(Total for Question 12 = 1 mark) 1 Mark

The small number of learners who did not offer a valid response usually failed
to attend to the details of the question. Some identified a large venue such as
an arena, which would not be suitable. Others offered a specific named venue
instead of a type of venue, as required by the question. Learners should note
that a question such as this occurs frequently in the examinations of this unit
and naming a specific venue is always incorrect and therefore should be
avoided.

In this example below, which did not gain any marks, the learner described a
potential venue rather than identifying a relevant type. Since this response
does not address the question accurately, it cannot gain credit.

12 Identify one type of small venue suitable for holding the vocal auditions.

Seahnn® of 100~ |50 aMeast N qer nespmies froon
the omdsencer Space (o Wohnicioms ak thae backe
(Total for Question 12 = 1 mark) 0 Marks

Q13 is a two-mark ‘explain’ question where learners gain the first mark for a
correct answer to the question and then the second mark for a valid
explanation or consequence of the first answer. This question asks learners to
explain one way that Adam and Les might advertise the auditions so as to
target appropriate applicants.

11
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Most learners were able to gain the first mark by suggesting a valid method of
advertising such as posters, social media or newspaper advert. However, far
fewer learners were able to gain the second, explain mark. In order to gain the
second mark, learners needed to address the issue of how to target the advert
as required by the question, for instance by suggesting a relevant location for
the advertising. Common valid suggestions included advertising in music
shops, venues, recording studios or online in musician-related groups.

An example of a response that gained the full 2 marks is provided below.

13 Explam one way that Adam and Les might advertise the auditions to target
pnate applicants.

Ty Gld dusoute fless Oapoand. Muisic
OpS, \RAULS ofm— esolishme s freppanteck
ipﬂj WJ.LE:\UQJ\S \}-‘(\MF.LLL\M Gooud O
L‘L ook&n}ﬁwm ASTA R MMM

(Total for Question 13 = 2 marks)

2 Marks

Some learners provided a response that suggested how the auditions might be
run, rather than advertised:

13 Explain one way that Adam and Les might advertise the auditions to target
appropriate applicants.

they  ccurd Sive Hert  Sheal mous/c
-_l»—D Sz-e t‘c HL":‘; Could f‘qu,J trl("
Qnd [ Sken o how el  |eg PRy ¢

B S

(Total for Question 13 = 2 marks)

S 0 Marks

Quite often, learners repeated part of the question for their explanation, as
illustrated below.

13 Explain one way that Adam and Les might advertise the auditions to target ?
appropriate applicants. j
Adepn  enel  fess w‘gbﬁ‘ aclver hs e -I
Fe aoihong ‘FL‘I»’OL&L‘\. Secial  ieclia g
wluchn L\J:)dpl }le’-"{' aypPropriGiR. C?.Pphc:ut]'_::_?
(Total for Question 13 = 2 marks) :

1 Mark

12
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Learners are reminded that marks can never be awarded for any repetition of
the materials given in the question paper. Also, simply saying *...which would
target appropriate applicants’ does not explain how applicants would be
targeted. The response above gained 1 mark for social media but did not gain
the second mark as no valid way of targeting appropriate applicants was given.

Q14 is split into two parts, 14a concerns preparation for the auditions from
both the point of view of a performer and also Adam and Les. Q14a asks
learners to explain one way a performer might prepare for an audition. As an
explain question, this requires the learner to give a valid answer to the
question for the first mark, then provide an explanation or consequence of this
answer in order to gain the second mark. Often this takes the form of *...so
that...’, e.g., a performer would practice the audition piece over and over (1
mark for the initial point) so that they could perform it to the best of their
ability (1 mark for the explanation).

An example of this, gaining the full 2 marks, is shown below.

| 14 Auditions require advance preparation from those holding the auditions as well as
those attending.

(a) Explain one way a performer might prepare for an audition.
(2)

Thesy can pegecm un fronk 4&;@4 &M&f_jmﬂtt
(eedbacl on the 'bs;_'&n.cj and mgqﬁrcd

! 2 Marks

The majority of learners were able to gain 2 marks on this question. Others
were able to provide a valid way of preparing for an audition but failed to offer
an explanation in order to gain the second mark. Some learners, as shown
below, provided multiple ways of preparing for the audition but no explanation.
There is only one mark available for the initial point, so learners cannot gain
any more marks in this ‘explain’ type of question by offering numerous points.
The learner below gains 1 mark for any one of their suggestions and did not
need to provide five alternative suggestions. The second mark is only available
for an explanation of the first point and as none of the points are explained in
this example, the second mark cannot be awarded.

14 Auditions require advance preparation from those holding the auditions as well as
those attending.

(a) Explain one way a performer might prepare for an audition.
(2)

Make sow M«bv\ Prcd’ic.e oKX \omse ' do &Lﬂl
exes asey |, deink  \oadt o} e dec ; ha/¢ AN
f‘Ql\‘\Lml—‘-‘\_"sf o be do  some  Keccolg r

1 Mark

13
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Q14b is a 4-mark question asking learners to explain two things that Adan and
Les need to have in place for the auditions. As with all ‘explain’ questions on
this paper, learners need to give a valid reason followed by a consequence or
explanation in order to gain full marks. This question requires two such
responses. Many learners had good ideas and were able to gain at least two
marks on this question with a wide range of relevant suggestions offered in
response to the question. Commonly suggested correct responses included
musical instruments for the auditionees to use, PA equipment so the audition
could be heard, technical support to ensure equipment functioned as required,
printed sheet music to check sight-reading abilities and a sound system for
playing backing tracks. An example of a response that gained the full 4 marks
is given here:

(b) Explain two things that Adam and Les may need to have In place ready for the
auditions.
(4)
1.Adoum and ey . o NRE G nCroph o or
aumplbee for e awdinon g0 thak Tha

?_uf(_.rrvu.f) Con ot Yool and olso QL reolNC
ok Tharg e p_{fd‘rwnn& e .

2 Adowmn  ond  Les 0%y ono ko YO NN
Pa T shaoe My Ak OAAMLAL t“'r“d":j {:‘or

T ANA N O O MO Out4. ol bu MKII’\S toct

o) WAL Py las v ) v L ) Shaak  paaniC B 6 HQ_WKW'\'

4 Marks

Some learners failed to offer explanations but still managed to gain 2 marks
for two valid suggestions for things that might need to be in place for the
auditions. A number of learners gave responses relating to ‘equipment’ with no
further information provided as to what the intended form this equipment was.
It was felt that this did not provide sufficient subject-specific information in
order to be able to award a mark in this particular question. ‘Equipment’ could
be almost anything, so without further clarification it was not possible to judge
whether the suggestion was valid in the circumstances or not. Learners are
encouraged to be as precise as possible and to avoid vague responses that
might not provide sufficient information to be creditable.

14
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The example below shows a response that gained two of the available four
marks. The learner gave us two valid suggestions as to things that might need
to be in place for the auditions, but no explanation of either of these was
offered in order to attract the remaining 2 marks.

(b) Explain twe things that Adam and Les may need to have in place ready for the
auditions.

1 Mjuophweg

2 inslrvrnls

2 marks

Q15 is one of two 8-mark questions on the paper which require an extended
response. Both of these longer questions were often attempted by learners in
this examination and both performed very much the same, with an average
mark of around 3.5 marks out of 8 achieved. Learners did slightly less well in
the other longer question, Q19, than in this question. This is mostly because
learners do not always plan their time effectively in the examination,
sometimes running out of time by the final question. It is not unusual to see a
learner write an extended response for the first long question, possibly using
extra pages, but then run out of time in the second longer question, only
having time to write a few lines. It is strongly suggested that learners resist
the urge to get carried away and write extensively on one long question. Time
is tight in the examination and extra time spent in this way usually means that
there is not enough time for the learner to get all their ideas down in the
second long question. Learners are advised to set time limits for these
guestions to ensure both are adequately addressed, returning once they have
finished the other questions to add extra ideas if time allows. Learners do
continue to demonstrate that they are comfortable with the expectations of
these questions which suggests that centres continue to prepare their learners
effectively.

Q15 asks learners to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of two
options for a backing band for the show; to either hire an existing band or to
hire separate instrumentalists to form a new band. Many learners displayed a
secure grasp of the main issues, particularly with Option 1, hiring an existing
band. Learners often suggested that the existing band would have chemistry
as they are used to playing together and they also appreciated the saving of
time and potentially money that this option might offer. Some learners
surmised that members of the existing band may not all be of the same
standard, with the possibility of one or two members being less strong. A few
learners were able to suggest the complication that if the band decided to quit,
they could lose all their instrumentalists at once.

15

@ Pearson



L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (BTEC Level %2 First in Music)

These suggestions were often effectively compared in the discussion about
Option 2. Learners appreciated that a newly formed band might take longer to
get used to playing together but also that Adam and Les would be able to
hand-pick the instrumentalists to get the precise combination they preferred as
well as being able to vet instrumental ability for each player. Opinions were
divided as to which option would be likely to prove the most costly, but
learners were able to gain credit either way with a well-supported explanation.

Some learners erroneously concluded that the newly formed band would be
comprised of novice performers. This led to uncreditable suggestions, for
instance that the band would be very nervous and more likely to make
mistakes or run off stage.

The example below is of a response that gained the average 3 marks. The
learner has made a small nhumber of points with little in the way of
development or elaboration.

15 Adam and Les are considering options for the bhadking band.

Option 1: hire an existing band
Option 2 hire each instrumentalist separately to form a new band.
Evaluate the advantages and dissdhvantages of each option fior Adam and Les.

P cduostpge o4 Adous ond Leos Wirtsa oot e<uibong
L - R wd

bud, s Hhadk Hasy wadl o -c_.xf-sg.r-:,',*-_,-:ﬂz bgcounse
by howse olrgaedy h.:,.a-w-u:L- perdevronid "uag,:fw Lats
:-';.- lnags 3o {,‘Irw-.;_, LAl AL :-..'u-:nrl_-:_, Klow wihal & Expeck
A LM'I&_:;; "':..r Adan amd Les Waeruw 2ach
nabrnceatolad “‘-'thfl“'.._s:-.. s thak W :::-:LJJ:‘ U.,.__a.a_,:u_ﬂ
tilid beconsl | ;'uit-f._-;,-‘u.—;__., wodee. o ;,",-.;fé L0000
nilnsedntotiat natnuusmtalist ond ton aige
".'"-’—:-i_-‘_-r VLAY oTEph. BRI "-"--E;' Wt o o luis ,.:«'.u#,,u:;
‘?:'?.LI-“-““-'" '.*—h_h‘;'{__'.-"‘ waa )l wansdp fiaae aluds l"‘:lq'_'k,,l.,-..- Gy
-'—-E;Er:-' could ‘02 harisd O ‘oard alnoo.dy :’:trr-f,.r-_.[,na.al
ikt eoclistig .

3 Marks

16
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Where learners gained three marks or less, this was most often due to an
under-developed response of restricted length rather than a response with

incorrect ideas.

Below is an example of a response which was awarded the full 8 marks. The
learner explores numerous ideas in detail, showing good insight into all the
relevant issues and discussing the various consequences of each.

B R T LY L vl Ot adkiluaking kR aflantaga Odd :J-'i.n.d-.rnunﬂfe..r

aj cach Gt omose  por Rodam ol Les.

W ogon 1 Mke  ldsa  predefied . kd oud VB W0 Yue an  Gaftady  Ribting Band.
Twud s ke qi‘ UL aduﬁma.‘u L PETTET T I o o TR YTy = umH, ::ur't.ll.i:{j-
AW, WENL wgether  ond ke alRe . i COMIMGALGLE  OETeE ) Soon oy
Mol ik L0 e Lhed” JAENGSTIR . YRS COWG  (EBuh. 0 ME0RGMOLE . [Oing
Muth  smocknEr  and  feling e 00 dene . felcers W pyouith lSe M
LNO% iy NGy DE GmOTe WA BYG , GNd Tounly D% ang SOIE  Ckphesiiyy
v an oud of  dEr Losbla MRS, QW bne prce Of TRONG 8 UeEly Wuers
G, Oy B0 etlE Docd a8 Bipecal e COmponent.  NtCleunds s
ol TERGE W emE . NOATE, Miole o dope  ond ol ol 6 amoller. code,
NOWEUEE, OB WLOUE3 sl RWUNG an emlie  oadl . COwtl e aiglieait
promemd, . for . esonghe,  Wf o Ao Guanlity)  oond  chupd Ok LEL Minule,
6 DG e e ga m-r&'-.q& LE] |'Iﬂ".ﬂ.tqi Ll 83 4 WAolE  solher
BMEN  gute OGN AT WM Celul  RWDW . eeyneig o) CompheLely. e tep
ol s Y e e phed NGO G MO0 st UnoL ASGInE . cunc e
Ak G Plejer Lo TOUE  wins”  OAEHA . nowlk DEepolitke  UNE | cdnongl  Gng
OO GOomEORE  WBE | wivelih  WSCLAD DN w0 O e comty o e
Tuioogl e odl . kogEANer e coukd NEGOLICH  inpac e

[ w2l
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8 marks

18



L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (BTEC Level %2 First in Music)

Section C

Section C includes questions based on a scenario about Brenna, the owner of a
small independent record label.

Q16 asks learners to identify three types of music industry organisation that
might work with Brenna and her record label. Learners showed confidence
when suggesting responses and displayed a particular preference for royalty
collection organisations and unions. Popular answers included PRS, PPL, MCPS
and MU. A few learners displayed a broader understanding of the question with
relevant responses such as promoter, publisher, recording studio and
marketing organisation. An example of a response that gained the full 3 marks
is given below.

16 Identify three types of muslc Industry organisation that might wark with Brenna
and BGE Records,

1 ‘D.:J-\'{flllbmmﬁ C/QMRMO, (E..Lj FD?SHEI'('::‘L)
2 Ruvmu;m mﬂu’fc( (g,g. ??5)

s A waony (LJ' TL\I. M cied Onfaﬂ_

(Total for Question 16 = 3 marks)

-3 Marks

A few learners suggested BECTU and also A&R. Both of these were not
considered to be valid correct responses to the question and so did not gain
credit. Others made the common mistake of identifying a job role rather than
an organisation with answers such as studio engineer. Learners should always
be careful not to confuse an organisation with a job role in this type of
question, as a job role answer will not be creditable if the question requires a
type of organisation. Credit was allowed in this question for learners identifying
a union or royalty collection agency by name, so although ‘royalty collection
agency’ is the correct response on the mark scheme, learners were also
credited, on the same point, for either PRS, PPL or MCPS, for instance.

The most common reason for losing marks in this question was due to learners
suggesting two or more of the same type of organisation, usually a union or a
royalty collection agency. The question asks for three types of organisation,
therefore expecting three different types. It is never possible to gain more
than 1 mark for the same point in the examinations for this unit. So, if learners
gave the names of three royalty collection agencies, they were only able to
gain 1 mark as they had only identified one type of organisation.
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The example below illustrates this point. This response gained 1 mark only:

16 identify three types of music industry crganisation that might work with Brenna
and BGE Records.
1 PPL
2 PRS
3 MRS
SNSRI (Total for Question 16 = 3 marks) 1 Mark

Q17 asks learners to identify two ways that a record label generates income.
This was quite a challenging question for learners, with less than a third
gaining full marks. Popular correct responses included royalties, publishing,
selling CDs or records, merchandise, performance fees and the monetisation of
music or videos on social media.

17 Identify two ways that BGB Records generates income.

1By se ANl ausAC to. raduo Stadron g of . bigger
ompantes . i0 ptrt)vj-

2. MMetiBAMUN. . Gf. WMLOS . OT. SpoytSeTSUyA 0T Hadogs
e Y Houhhe,. Seuad clovd . Spptify  exc..

(Total for Question 17 = 2 marks)

2 Marks

A number of learners gave the response ‘selling music’. However, this was not
credited as it was not considered detailed enough; ‘music’ can be sold in
numerous ways, with the question requiring a more specific response. Learners
who were able to suggest ‘sell CDs’, or ‘sell records’ or ‘sell sheet music’
gained credit, as it was clear what form of selling was intended.

The example below did not contain sufficient relevant information to gain credit
and so did not get any marks.

17 Identify twe ways that BGB Records generates income,
1 By . ArvSdS [ boeas

2 ?fx’“n'*j s

(Total for Question 17 = 2 marks)

0 marks
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Q18 is another two-mark ‘explain’ question where learners gain the first mark
for a correct answer to the question and then the second mark for a valid
explanation or consequence of the first answer. This question asks learners to
explain two ways that an artist could make themselves more appealing to a
record label. Learners offered a good range of valid ideas in response to this
guestion, including establishing a strong fan base or social media presence,
producing quality demos, performing regularly and standing out or being
different enough to attract attention. An example of a response that gained the
full 4 marks is given here:

18 Explain two ways that artists can make themselves more appealing to a record label
such as BGB Records.

[\ rewly hate 00 audience  Sa b \akel
wWill  Xnow Cumee  Prodecrs b Seit dua da
Here bury o fen b Se Ger in Place

2 Hove  mMupin watks kel M (ofel Yo

Lifien *0, So 4 label (Qn 9e+ o good under-
f;wadm:) 0% on O 45 %'S Cﬂ-ﬁmbl-ﬁ; pret  Porenval
So ey Xpaow how ey (an  Progress Wakw an
OAREEF WIGIE KNt (Total for Question 18 = 4 marks) 4 Marks

Where learners only gained 2 of the 4 marks available, it was often because
they made two valid suggestions but did not offer any kind of explanation, as
illustrated in the example below, which gained 2 marks.

18 Explain two ways that artists can make themselves more appealing to a record label
such as BGB Records.

1 Th:,lj CG'W‘-A Menbomn. "_q aﬂ:; Ft;uxﬂ"'ﬂ&',& fcaf'wm
Q\:j’w hed  with obher ocrtists  ond. Jhow them

{k-tw fcnwg.'i

2 iF’r‘crvuo[-!. (s By tftc{‘m‘i Press L{' Cﬂ'n{‘o-..n-mf Jorra,
Eu.ckyw Wum ond J’;l\gn best FW ond.  Achitvemanls

2 Marks

This question highlighted a lack of understanding of this aspect of the music
industry for some learners. In these instances, responses could be unrealistic
or too vague to be creditable.
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Q19 is the second of the longer, 8-mark questions. It asks learners to discuss
the opportunities and challenges of adding a new artist to the record label.
Opportunities include a potential rise in profit, a diversification of the range of
artists at the label, potential to raise the profile of the label and gain interest
from fans as well as other artists. Challenges for the label included the chance
that the new artist would not be successful, that resources would need to be
committed at an early stage before any profits would be forthcoming and the
extra time, effort and staffing that would be incurred. Most learners provided
sensible responses to this question. Learners who scored fewer marks did so
usually due to a lack of depth and breadth in their response. The example
below gained 3 marks. Although this learner has filled the page, there are only
a small nhumber of points made and these are very brief and generalised.
Learners are also reminded there is no need to repeat any parts of the
guestion in their response; these will never gain any marks, they just take up
valuable space and time.

19 Brenna is considering adding one or mone new artists to her label in the hope of
increasing profit in the future.

Discurss the opportunities and challenges for Brenna and BGE Records of adding a
Pl BFTESL

Brenng conA (oan Mo
Nupl AYOE AN (h_?{{a ] ooy
P N £ har? ww lad fU
6pPLAVAILLD and ol ,.,mqns}

| Tha _0fpuihuniss ok Brenag w 40 .ﬂuj
D A foc pddang 6 A /YT Ao
MO0 f"huw MNOnE [’]'_PE_;WJ o &9
0 butv ndme and m:.::fu Lompanty
Wy . Mool gy - Mong qum
WML Wy b Jiwt 2

The Chodhangtd Ehad Binaa an

jf:";nxj 0 ol AN rgung Fo Ll hel
Inmges £0 The 120 0 e Lho/B,; (e
Gowig v _be o L0 Of (OnA K104
and poduaung dufprRar YU (f
dle for eadn undlavidaaod Jinges ww

nt hegh 3 Marks
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Responses that scored 6-8 marks discussed a wider range of issues and
offered more insight, often exploring the pros and cons of various options. An
example of this can be seen in the following 2 page response, an example of a
response that gained the full 8 marks.

19 Brenna is considering adding one or more new artists to her label in the hope of e et L‘M
increasing profit in the future.

Discuss the opportunities and challenges for Brenna and BGB Records of adding a

new artist.
ﬁl A.Nwar "L‘a‘}’

Onz ¢ (,a({”tfn!f', "ww/J M, Cl\m

b comin Pamavs- N aq uau ir% mane
ﬁ %6%4@@(3&' r[’ il 4 j

b : wot, will- U i Fha cov
ﬁlqlfao i{':z.n [m, Mﬁérg% L o M%M /,.
s{'@ﬂ%

&p [etnm .. ww/J é
€>< IR Vs sTs could "D chanye f
the lﬁ HM@ whelt Mg)f(,;; TPO ed c La?f\ o,

| o et ({.i asililly Vit met
arJﬁ5 ¢ 5bﬂ6 IN ¢ OONNY <G woul™ Le r)rmj Mg o,
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Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, learners should:

e Take care to plan their time effectively, particularly when answering the two
longer questions so as to avoid running out of time. Those learners who
used extra paper writing an extended amount for one question rarely
gained many, if any, more marks but did often seem to run out of time for
other parts of the paper. Learners should aim to spend equal time on each
of the longer questions and not write so much for one question that they
run out of time for the other

e Continue to familiarise themselves with all the job roles and their associated
responsibilities found in the Specification. These will always feature in the
examination papers and are a fundamental part of the unit. Learners should
be familiar with every job role in the Specification along with the relevant
responsibilities

e Watch out for questions requiring learners to identify an organisation and
be sure not to offer a job role as a response

e Watch out for questions requiring the learner to give a type of venue and be
sure to avoid naming specific venues as these are never creditable

e Try to provide a detailed, specific response, e.g., ‘sell CDs’ rather than just
‘sell music’

e Be sure to read each question as carefully as possible to avoid
misinterpretations that can lead to irrelevant or uncreditworthy responses.
All words in the question are likely to be relevant

e Be sure to offer answers that are sufficiently different from each other when
required to give two or more answers. For instance, if you are asked to
identify three types of organisation, these need to be three different types
of organisation, not three of the same type

e Remember that no marks will ever be awarded for repeating text or
information that is provided in the question paper, either in the question
stem or the scenario

e Review the area of copyright as compared to performing rights so as to be
clear on the distinction between the two
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e Continue to appreciate that questions asking them to ‘explain’ require not
just the identification of a correct point but an explanation, for instance the
consequences of the point they are making. As a suggestion, centres might
encourage learners to consider the words *...so that..” in their response in
‘explain’ questions as it may help learners formulate a response that
accesses both marks

e Continue to avoid repeating the question text as an introductory sentence in
questions. This will never result in any marks and just takes up valuable
time and space on the paper. This issue is particularly relevant in the 8-
mark questions

e Try to identify and explain as many relevant points as they are able in the 8
mark extended response questions. Relating one point to another rather
than just listing points is encouraged

e Take care over handwriting. Examiners cannot mark anything that they
cannot read. Learners should attempt to write as clearly as possible and
should always write in black ink;

e Continue to attempt all questions on the paper.
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