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Grade Boundaries

What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain grade for
the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took the external
assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts are then able to decide
where best to place the grade boundaries — this means that they decide what the lowest possible
mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive grades which
reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure learners achieve the grade
they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different parts of the unit
content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if we set the same grade
boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

Unit 1 Human Lifespan Development (20544E)

Level 1 Level 2
Grade Unclassified
Pass p M D
19 27
Boundary Mark 0 35 43
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

The paper was designed to assess learner’s knowledge and understanding of development
across the life stages and the factors that impact growth and development. The paper was
differentiated allowing candidates to demonstrate their knowledge of this unit at Level 1 and
Level 2. Very few questions generated blank responses and it evident that in the

mains candidates are familiar with the requirements of the different command verbs.

This report has been written to help you understand how candidates performed overall.
There is a brief analysis of learner responses and examples of learner responses for each
guestion. These should help to provide additional guidance for future assessment
opportunities.
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Individual Questions

The following section considers each question on the paper, providing examples of learner
responses and a brief commentary of why the responses gained the marks they did. This section
should be read in conjunction with the question paper and corresponding mark scheme.

Question 1

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim A - A2

Q1la

This question was targeted at Level 1, candidates are expected to correctly identify the life stage
or age range of the individuals given in the scenario. Most candidates could accurately complete
the table and access all three marks available, as seen in the example below.

(a) Complete the table by adding the life stage and the age ranges.

(3)
Name Life stage Age range
Carol Middle adulthood | 4-( - (D
Alison AcLO\ESCRNCR- | g _ 18 years old
Steven Early adulthood 19 —4+5

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim A - A2

Q1b (i)

This question was targeted at a Level 2 Pass, candidates were expected to state two examples of
physical changes that only occurred to girls during puberty.
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Andrew and Alison are going through puberty.

(b) (i) State two examples of physical changes that only happen to girls
during puberty.
(2)

1.TheY  S4afc O MEeNUStrate

2. Th€y Sxars 10 qevelop OreQ s tTs.

The response below achieved the full 2 marks available.
Candidates who lost marks did so because they gave generic changes which could have occurred
to either girls or boys, this can be seen in the example below where the candidate has identified
the growth of pubic hair. This response achieved one mark.

Andrew and Alison are going through puberty.

(b (i) State two examples of physical changes that only happen to girls
during puberty.

1 Deuﬂﬂop (\Sc%spl
2 %% SHEn .TM{.L\ o) QUL Lgil

(2)

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim A - A2

Q 1b (ii)

This question was targeted at a Level 2 Pass, candidates were expected to state two examples of
physical changes that only occurred to boys at puberty.
The response below achieved the full 2 marks available.
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(ii) State two examples of physical changes that only happen to boys

during puberty.
(2)

1 Enkﬂwﬁtmi‘ﬂ = P@ﬁl“_-

» Gttt F fcial hair

Candidates who lost marks did so because they gave generic answers which could have happened
to girls or boys, some candidates referred to testes descending which occurs in infancy rather than
during puberty. The response below achieved 0 marks.

(ii} State two examples of physical changes that enly happen to boys
during puberty.

‘r—h—e__\j e, L\ﬂ._k_‘!‘E. G..C_-)rf:.\_,.ﬂ('»—.. B e ¥

z-ﬂ@ oo o Su—y Sk

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim A - A2

Q1lc

This question was targeted at Level 1, candidates had to correctly identify that writing stories is
most important for intellectual development. This question was answered very well by candidates.
The response below achieved 1 mark.
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Steven likes to spend time writing stories.

(c) Identify the type of development that writing stories is most important for.

Physical development

Intellectual development

Emotional development

B EW B
ol ln o>

Social development

Some candidates selected more than one box, as you can see in the response below. It is a good
idea to remind candidates that if they make a mistake they should put a line through the response
they do not want to be accepted by examiners.

The response below was awarded 0 marks.

Steven likes to spend time writing stories.
Pkt e

{c) Identify the type of development that writing stories is mggst important for.

A Physical development |

B Intellectual development

O
B
- M  C Emotional development

' D Social development

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim B- B3/B7

Qid

This question was targeted at a Level 2 Pass/Merit, candidates were asked to explain one possible
positive and one possible negative effect on Steven’s intellectual development as a result of is
unemployment. Candidates struggled to identify intellectual effects so centres may wish to
consider this for future cohorts.

@ Pearson
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The response below achieved 4 marks, the candidate correctly identified a positive effect on
Steven’s intellectual development and went on to give a reason why this was the case. He could
learn a new activity (1) because he has time to pursue a new hobby (1). This would be classed as
an appropriate alternative on the mark scheme. The candidate also correctly identified a negative
effect on Steven’s intellectual development and went on to give a reason for this effect. He may
struggle to learn new things at a higher level (1) as he can’t afford it (1) this was awarded marks
based on the last point on the mark scheme.

Steven has recently lost his job and is now unemployed.

(d) Explain one possible positive and one possible negative effect on Steven’s
intellectual development as a result of his unemployment.

(4)
Positive

He Wi _nNow _have  more. bme 1o PersVe
other Bbise an to deelop Hes  Homsac
WelEeiF) b:ﬁ leorn/%) a._new Qchutsy o7

i Y \ ep0S @7
e g e TR e P T S

Negative

Stevens Maw  SAKrgple o I  New
thinpas he 1> oo lerger n empryps
he Mgy Nt L& abie O afforo to gy to
lewn N thigs  ae  a  h5gper  lewel,

Candidates who did not do well on this question gave responses that referred to other types of
development, such as the impact on Steven socially or emotionally, or they did not identify an
effect. The response below achieved 0 marks because they did not identify an effect on Steven’s
intellectual development.
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(d) Explain one possible positive and one possible negative effect on Steven's
intellectual development as a result of his unemployment.
(4)

Positive

Me wul  have more Spare teme. This
Couid . posscbly mean . he. COUId go
DOCk «n  to  Furfher  eddcokion

Negative

As  he is  no Hﬁﬂgir works'ng, he
wonk  be gUEL’(ﬂS' any tratning of
¢x pecilfce  foc Qkhec J0Os,

Q lei

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim B- B5

This question was targeted at Level 1, candidates were asked to give two benefits of having close
friends on carol’s emotional development.
The response below was awarded 2 marks.

Carol has several close friends.

(e) (i) Give two benefits of having close friends for Carol's emotional development. o

1 .Coial 0003 oo O ey Selg s fSHam. . As... 8w _fRols. Mook She ...
1S beung . Nalued  cnd ATV T IO TR ¢ Lo W - YLV SVET. VU VIR F——
2 (L\.\C.\, “,W,..fﬁme O Pesiawe ...5&\&5-\1:»09&. LGOS, Sl S€a-5. . melele.

W0 Rt gt becouse.. people . MR QoA £3PLck. Wing. S8

Most candidates performed well on this question, where they didn’t it was because they gave general
responses and did not identify an emotional effect. The candidate below was awarded 1 mark for ‘feelings
of support’.

@ Pearson

10
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Carol has several close friends.

(e) (i) Give two benefits of having close friends for Carol’s emotional development.
(2)

1_.Carol nos .. MO peope. 1o Open
GlolE oo} emcm‘ono;\\gﬁ QL. heo  Orooems.
2..More people She con  (loke +o.

‘ Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim B- B3

Q 1leii

This question was targeted at Level 2 Merit/Distinction. Candidates were asked to explain two
possible effects on Carol’s social development of David working long hours.

Candidates who performed well on this question could identify a social effect and explain how it
would impact Carol. As the question is open it allows learners to give either positive or negative
effects, it can be helpful to candidates to remember this if they are struggling to think of an effect.
The candidate below was awarded the full 4 marks. Carol has less time to socialise (1) because of
her family responsibilities (1) Carol may have more time to socialise (1) as she isn’t spending as
much time with David (1).

David works long hours.

(i) Explain two possible effects on Carol's social development of David working
long hours.

(4)
1 She will pot See o j‘r;enof als much @3 ke kg
b lode Cfpec }\u‘ C(/\J()/e.\, #is may laer her JSEY- &leam

2 She mja’r See hoc d\"\'eﬁd-? prore  affen  begause
She  Went be 5?.:/\6() a$ mucth Hime Wikh Davig-

Candidates who did not perform as well often gave emotional effects rather than social effects, or referred
to David instead of Carol. Some candidates could give social effects but struggled with to explain why. The
candidate below was awarded 1 mark for social isolation. Some candidate’s make the mistake of thinking
loneliness is a social effect, feeling lonely is an emotional effect which can be because of social isolation but

@ Pearson
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it is possible to feel lonely in a room full of people. The second response given is also an effect on
emotional development.

David works long hours.

(i) Explain two possible effects on Carol's social development of David working
long hours.
(4)

1 2L W\&kﬁ ool lomgiy, Wwate Dovivel A8 Lof ke
Leoding TOCLOA LR

2 Ve ond Qouid . con Aok Adouy. WAS dg\Q@.«
Wk and foren o clove  waad.

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim A- A2

Q 1f

This question was targeted at Level 1. Candidates were asked to state two other physical signs of
ageing in middle adulthood.

David has some grey halr. ~/ -

{f) State two other physical signs of ageing in middle adulthood.

K0 Leses eLcu\mul:y

______ Dagsrc«c‘u N or (oSS bo \QQCLJ‘ i ﬁj Cﬂ"’
The candidate below was awarded full marks.
Some candidates lost marks as they gave signs of ageing which occur in later adulthood rather

than middle adulthood. Marks were also lost for ‘grey hair’ as this is given in the question stem.
The response ‘wrinkles’ is not accepted, candidates must state that the skin loses elasticity.

12
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David has some grey hair.

() State two other physical signs of ageing in middle adulthood.
(2)

L=
1 CEJ:'("C:_-_:) v~~~ ~0

7 =l s hes SaOe Q\PPWHF‘\&

‘ Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim B- B2 |

Qlg

This question was targeted at Level 2 Merit/Distinction. Candidates were asked to explain two
effects that fundraising for charity nay have on Carl’s emotional development.

David and Carol are working with a local charity to raise money for a new
children’s playground.

{g} Explain two effects that fundraising for charity may have on Carol's
emotional development.

Larcls self -esteemn coudd increcne.
Cbeconsne  She s doirng Somrethine

ol 10{;. ¢ cTher cundh SF\ﬁjﬁ'ug‘LL W‘OJ‘ZL .............
» e could Talse e contert
_ ..SP.E')’\d Cneve. e it Davad fee,

The candidate below was awarded full marks. Two emotional effects were identified; increased
self-esteem and contentment and the candidate went on to explain the reasons for this.

Candidates who struggled to gain marks on this question did so because they didn’t give
emotional effects or did not read the question properly, therefore making assumptions about the
charity that Carol was working for. The candidate below was awarded 1 mark for ‘Carole could feel
upset’ but the explanation was not appropriate so couldn’t be awarded a further mark.

13
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David and Carol are working with a local charity to raise money for a new
children’s playground.

(g) Explain two effects that fundraising for charity may have on Carol’s

emotional development.
(4)

1 Funcucn’,s'u\.g FOX cnom,ud could effect CoxQl
eMCLONAULY O8 L MUQNL QB N&u WSEL SeQ LNC
aNa Ade KNOLLNG the poeapre tinLarL thne

Cn ok s based osound are ill oc tnoy
2. Qe h oM RILeSS, thus uwau upser oL Qs Sno
coud tnank tnere 1s.Nat MANy LuoysS £Q
heoip tnoem umedceetiy. Tt ualld ousO upset
ner Qs tesnot a Nuce un g ko LAXNLSS

for exQMple Y SNe LoOrkun G . (Total for Question 1 = 24 marks)
for o €ke=r cances b d enLontey.

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim B- B1

Q2a

This question was targeted at Level 1. Candidates were asked to state two lifestyle choices other
than smoking cigarettes which was given in the question stem.
Candidates performed well on this question. The candidate below was awarded two marks.

2 The following information is about the Balan family.

Read the information and answer the questions that follow.

Mihal, aged 24, is married to Francise aged 21. Francise gave birth to a baby girl,
Catina, 14 months ago.

Mihal smokes cigarettes, which is a lifestyle choice.

(a) State two other lifestyle choices.

1 .Dﬁnk-'mﬁ alconel I
2 T&k,in\ﬁ drwa:-

14
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Where candidates did not perform well they confused lifestyle choices with expected life events as seen in
the response below.

(a) State two other lifestyle choices.
(2)

1. Maove house

2 .Mu-rr_s:u?;),

Some candidates gave responses such as ‘drug addiction’ or ‘alcoholism’, this was not awarded as these are
not choices that individuals make, and would be considered ilinesses. The candidate below was awarded 1
mark for ‘taking drugs’.

(a) State two other lifestyle choices.

1 J(,CL%\H CXTU\
2 b@r\% QA nolic

(2)

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim A- Al

Q2b

This question was targeted at Level 2 Pass. Candidates were asked to state two gross and two fine
motor skills that Catina will develop in infancy. Marks were given for examples of the skills.
The response below was awarded 4 marks.

{b) State two gross motor skills and two fine motor skills that Catina will develop
during this life stage.

Gross motor skills

L eq muscles - wa{fzmg S
: Qunnm\g

Fine mator skills

' Pincer Qep

Motdig @ Pencii- Palmer P

15
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Candidates lost marks when they could not give examples of different skills, for example the response
below states four examples of fine motor skills but they all involve the same pincer grip skill of holding a
pen, pencil or crayon. Therefore they were awarded 1 mark for fine motor skills and 2 were given for gross
motor skills.

Gross motor skills
& 51(.1((. tEJ Lv{}lK
Cfﬂbv!'h"lj
2 deNCe
Sl din

Fine motor skills
Lot G j
2 d}'&fzh‘ I} l“ﬁ
Colotad u 1:9

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim A- A2

Q 2ci

This question was targeted at Level 1. Candidates were asked to define bonding. Learners are
expected to recall the subject specific terminology, which refers to bonding in relation to infancy.
The candidate below has correctly defined bonding as the attachment that forms between a child
and their care giver so the full mark has been awarded.

Catina has bonded with her father, Mihal, as her mother is in a brain injury unit
following an accident.

(c) (il Define bonding.
(1}

18 the altlachewneut toefween tHe elulel amd ey
Parents or Carers

The response below was typical of some of the responses seen that could not be awarded any
marks as it is not the correct definition of bonding.

16
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Catina has bonded with her father, Mihal, as her mother is in a brain injury unit
following an accident.

(c) (i) Define bonding.
(1)

m S _when.  Yyou have on
Mmenc o W...w‘rﬁ.dﬂu
ACYE , & care alovt  and S

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim B- B2

Q 2cii

(ii) State‘Gwplxamples of activities that could help Catina bond with her
mother, Francise.
(2)

1 Pay-games 2Uchn aS. pak @ cahre or
hide and oeel.
2 PANE 'I::O%Ethef-

This question was targeted at Level 2 Pass. Candidates were asked to state two examples of
activities that could help Catina and her mother bond. The response below was awarded two
marks, the activities are appropriate for Catina’s age and could be done within the brain unit
where Francis lives.

Candidates who did not perform well generally suggested activities which were not age
appropriate or were not suitable when considering Francine’s circumstances. As you can see from
the response below the activities suggested did not account for the fact that Catina is 18 months
old.

(i) State twe examples of activities that could help Catina bond with her
mother, Francise.

1 br eSSt fead oy hec. Mothes

20 kG S COMOCE £ kpeke—
cCodina KO0OWS. her Sme.

17
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Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim B- B8
Q 2di

This question was targeted at Level 2 Pass. Candidates were asked to identify three sources of
support, other than family, that may help Mihal.

Candidates generally did well on this question and could identify at least two accurate sources of
support. The response below achieved 3 marks.

Elena moved in to help Mihal with Catina.

LElena. Francise's mother, has been living with the family since Catina was born. J

(d) (i) Identify three sources of support, other than family, that may help Mihal.

(3Qoadi
1 HMS%/ CALoTIOr'S .

2 S OO (It RS
3. Qs Praienos

Some candidates did not read the question properly and instead of sources they named types of
support, for example; financial. The response below was awarded 0 marks.

{d) (i) Identify three sources of support, other than family, that may help Mihal.

1. FI'ZT' Mo

2 lnjormad-
3 ..Uﬁluﬂ'hur&-

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim A- A2

Q 2dii

This question was targeted at Level 2 Merit/Distinction. Candidates were asked to explain one
positive effect on Mihal’s emotional development of Elena moving in.

18
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Candidates were expected to identify a positive effect and explain how it would affect Mihal.
Common responses were that Elena moving in would reduce the pressure on Mihal making him
happier or less anxious. The response below was awarded full marks.

(i) Explain one positive effect on Mihal’s emotional development of Elena
moving in.
(2)

He mauy peel (eSS stressecl KknCuing. thot he's
got. somepodyy to help rase Coatuna ond. know
he's. GOt SOMLOTN. 1O reAy. om.

Candidates who did not perform well on this question generally got confused over the characters
in the scenario and lost marks by not reading the question properly. The response below shows a
good expansion but they haven’t identified the effect on his emotional development so therefore
were not awarded any marks.

(i) Explain one positive effect on Mihal’s emotional development of Elena
moving in.
(2)

hWe VoS &  creobher CxeoesTenceoh .,
odlk ko Ne\D Wl (caw Q..@R(‘

L\&.\5 (:?f"S(: § nCG New orn bo\%

Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim A- A2

Q 2diii

This question was targeted at Level 2 Merit/Distinction. Candidates were asked to explain one
negative and one positive effect on Elena’s social development of supporting Mihal. Candidates
who performed well on this question were able to identify two effects and expand this to say how
they would impact Elena.

The response below was awarded four marks. The candidate had clearly read the scenario and
understood who they were being asked about.

19
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{iii) Explain one negative and one positive effect on Elena’s social development of
supporting Mihal.

Negative

Candidates lost marks for repeating the question stem as their expansion, this was a common
mistake as seen in the example below. One mark was awarded for not having time to spend with
friends (reduced social interactions).

(iii) Explain one negative and one positive effect ¢ @ ocial development of

supporting Mihal.
(4)

SKLHEQ:E cﬁwt UK hore Yipme O GO Ok LAl
Dinds DECasL St & SRS gy Mirak

Candidates also lost marks for giving effects on emotional development rather than social
development as seen in the example below which was not awarded any marks.

Positive
E"&E\r\,m M.a.a:b imt.l_q.p o eoviot (i Carnine.
becousase op Eﬂtnoﬁ.&n—\ﬁ BO AMAACAA haar uoiHa

e,

20
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Targeted area of specification: Learning Aim B- A2/B6
Q2e

This question was targeted at Level 2 Pass/Merit/Distinction. Candidates were asked to assess the
positive and negative effects on Catina’s development of being separated from her mother.
Candidates could consider any aspect of Catina’s development which meant that there were a
wide range of effects that could be reflected in their response. Most candidates focused on the
effects on Catina’s emotional development but could still achieve some good marks if they
assessed the positive and negative effects.

For the command verb of assess, a different level descriptor is used in the mark scheme.

The response below was awarded 2 marks, which places it in the middle of the Level 1 mark band.
This candidate has shown some knowledge and understanding but this is limited, they have not
considered Catina’s age which makes some of the points irrelevant, conclusions are unsupported.

primary care giver for Catina, balancing caring for her and visiting Francise with his
full-time work.

Francise has been in the brain injury unit for most of Catina's life. Mihal has been the }

oy

(€) Assess the positive and negative effects on Catina’s development of being
separated from her mother.

(8)
“Coqio _mow Mot hawve .. c10se . bond
CVer. N her  nActher Qs SRS Peecd—be
N nmé\;mhfmlz, MO, £eel  JeWUS af  Other Qﬁi‘fre
AS _ Cokwng QLS o k. QMder. Sha  Mauy
feel . Sne. . Contt  Speox . 0 her Dad OMaut
Cvery ::-muj'w_ oung.  Gng. Mmoo SXOrk X0
feel  0N0Nne, Liich Wl Offect  her emnothienal
Qeveldpment -
€8x s AMno)_has fuil __tiene. 306, (ahro
DOOM,.feel.. lane g . baced | waratin. Moy

Mior  cnowke her feel. ke Sho  Wonkt. to g0

QU Nd  SOCIoNLS . Wit Peopi’. . Which S
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O 900 iMpack O her Social . deveiopmenk
Whith . Mo wiorkKing G full _ftinae Jah_ongd
When RIS At ok  WOrK  ne's vis\m\a
frorcase . Cotuno. - mowy - fee) )e\csus(lvj\ﬁd\r\c\fé1 e
PR pauUMD. AS.._ORHING .00 _Khe  oxkenon
and __fee\ . awe 010N Ond  liKe She  Nad_NC
ANe _inithn . mouy ... CoNse  conflict  and

W £Or _COT\NOL . AQ _rekel.

(e) Assess the positive and negative effects on Catina's development of being
separated from her mother.

Being erparated from hec
MotNer Can \€Que both A NegaTiVe
QNA PCSIR  RCty oM. CadNQ'S
ARLE (OpMRNT-

Physicauy cacna may Dot e
SPELNAING QS MuUCN HME OWS\AR
Aug 1O rer  fOtNRr \wOrMiNg. \ONg
NOWUCS. AENOUgh, . Woleh  Minal
WOrKIiNg (N ULl T1IMe  LLOrH NE
Wil X DONgINg . SUFEICieOt QMount
Of _MONEY 10 10k Apikk 10 OFFOcd
1O Uy resn. heatthy. fOOod. €0c
@olaet

INceUeCtuaUy, CannNa MAY oRCONK
CONAUSEA. QS 1O LINRE NRC_mMuM

(8)

The following response was awarded 4 marks, placing it at the bottom of the Level 2 mark band.
The candidate has demonstrated some accurate knowledge and understanding, they

have attempted to assess positive and negative factors showing a reasonable argument which is
relevant to the context and the scenario. There is some evidence of conclusions being drawn
within the response but these are not well supported. There is some repetition which puts it at the
bottom of the mark band rather than at the top.
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The following response was awarded 6 marks placing it at the top of the level 2 mark band. The
candidate has demonstrated some accurate knowledge and understanding, they have assessed
the positive and negative factors which are relevant to the context and scenario. The have
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covered a range of PIES development. Whilst there isn't an overall conclusion there is evidence of
conclusions being drawn within the response and the candidate has given some partially

supported conclusions.
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Summary

Based on their performance of this paper, learners should:
e Read the question carefully, ensuring they know who the question is about.
e Take note of the emboldened words within the question.
e Ensure they are familiar with what is required from the command words.

o |dentify which type of development the question relates to.
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