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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every student who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that students receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
students achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to students if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development

Level 1 Level 2
Grade Unclassified
Pass Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 16 24 32 41

@ Pearson



L2 Lead Examiner Report 1901 (Health & Social Care)

Introduction

This lead examiner report should be read in conjunction with the question paper and
the published mark scheme. We attempt to provide insight and examples of good and
not so good responses. Centres could use this with learners to ensure they understand
how marks are awarded.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

The external assessment process was judged to be straightforward. There were
approximately 8,000 entries for this examination. Generally, students were able to
show an understanding of lifespan development and investigate the factors that affect
human growth and development and how they are interrelated. However, students
experienced some difficulty with the terminology used within the examination although
the same terminology is used within the specification. In addition to this, there were a
number of blank responses, and these were particularly concentrated in the long
answer questions.
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Individual Questions

Question 1

Q1a

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A1

The first question required a line drawing response: This is a level 1 pass question.

| The following Information |s about the Murphy famiby,
Read the information and answer the questions that follow,

-

Stephanie is & single parent aged 32. She has three children,
Neil aged 12

«  Emma aged 4

3 Sirmon aged 1

{a) |dentify the current life stages of Stephante, Nell and Simon,

Drrawe a line from each name to the correct iife stage.
3]

Mame Life stage
infamcy
h, F
r B i ™
Stephanie < Early childhood
L) A L, )
b s !
[Neil Adolescence
_/ \ P,
II' k! s
l Siman Early adulthood
——— !
f h
Later adultheod l

.,

1 mark awarded

@ Pearson
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1 The following information is absout the Mursphy family.
Read the Information and answer the guestions that follow,

D ¢ Stephanie |5 a single parent aged 32, She has three children,
<-4 . Mell aged 12 QR _
31 |- Emmaageds €Iy s e s =

10-LF |- simonaged1 i onin ¢y
b
_ {al identify the current life stages of Stephanie, Nell and Simaon,

Draw & Hine from each name to the correct life stage,
i3

Hame Life stage
o i
brfancy
h, g
E - "
Stephanie —Early childhood
L= -~ Y
.’ g i A
il —~Adolescence
L o,
N 4,
Simpn Early adulthood
%, — %,
.- 5
Later adulthood
L™ "

2 marks awarded
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LR L PI-II.- MITE CFFTLRANGNT LIFE RFCAR TEN SRS LEFETD PR FUFal [P STl WLl o LIRS s

T

1 The following information is about the Murphy family.

Read the information and answer the questions that follow,

-
Stephanie is a single parent aged 32. She has three children.
Meil aged 12 g~
+  Emmaaged 4 ..'-".
| = Slrmon aged 1 =
L, o
(a} Identify the current life stages of Stephanie, Mell and Simon.
Diraw a line from each name wo the correct life stage,
3]
Mame
k!
[ Infancy

F - "

Stephanle [EMI].I childhoad
'S '“. r 5!

Mell Adolescence
e = L
- . 1

Simon Early adubthood
LS & LS

~
Later adulthood ]

L

3 marks awarded
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Q1bi

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2

This is another level 1 pass question. Students are asked to identify two physical
changes that happen to boys during adolescence.

Neil is developing hair on his face.
The development and growth of facial hair is a physical change for males.

(b) (i) Identify two other physical changes that Neil will experience during this life

stage.
(2)

1 t‘:)er\\‘j) (_'\_\_}*r_g( 0 o

2 Q‘DUJCW’Q% '

1 mark awarded as puberty is not a physical change.

Neil is developing hair on his face.
The development and growth of facial hair is a physical change for males.

(b) (i) Identify two other physical changes that Neil will experience during this life

stage.
(2)

1 ‘Duber-kw\‘ - Publc \nonr

2 marks awarded for two correct identifications of changes that occur to boys during
adolescence

@ Pearson



L2 Lead Examiner Report 1901 (Health & Social Care)

Q1bii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B6

This question is aimed at level 2 pass, merit and distinction students. Students are
required to explain two positive effects on Neil's intellectual development of living
close to school.

Pass response:

No marks were awarded for the first response as there is no identification of
intellectual development. However, two marks have been awarded for the second
response ‘better understanding (more alert) (1) as he does he does extra revision
(takes extra classes):

The family lives in a three-bedroomed apartment in a large city.
The apartment is close to Stephanie’s workplace, and her children’s school.

(ii) Explain two ways that Neil's intellectual development could be positively
affected by living close to school.

........ cla M[mﬂa.jhmal&oauﬁi’ma

2 marks awarded

@ Pearson
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Merit response:

One mark awarded for the first response ‘more alert’ and two marks awarded for the
second response ‘improved concentration (1) as he will spend less time
travelling/more sleep’ (1)

(i) Explain two ways that Neil's intellectual development could be positively
affected by living close to school.
(4)
1R wonke naue. £0 axe M. QS Qi) ..

ufesw:;ns un_\ninn _her r\% EAMCE.. OSSOy

QAngd...ready.. £0. learn- Detrey. Srvodes.
2 Lﬂmﬁ&_mme rniava. AGrca. t0. .. %et.,home
So . Nis. NOVNe ke QN FeEUlS SN e

N £0, reas.  CualOvevaes NS L Dyoin o

Nave o yves<. reSuiciv W~ e rreeyv
ConCentrCeion /s 3 SCvwo oL LU0k

3 marks awarded
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Distinction response:
Full marks awarded:
Improved grades (1) as his punctuality could be improved (1).

Improved concentration (1) as he will spend less time travelling/more sleep (1).

(i) Explain two ways that Neil's intellectual development could be positively
affected by living close to school. @
1. 0. QoS¢ iavenarue eibeet . of R livin Clokt tp &chool )3
touid. auad.....hiw_ R Jain..aut.. ... intotretiv..... e, Fught .
af... _sdmt&fﬂ“wckwmo'mmwhn};f;jm prace
28180 onoker @esibie e \eeet S Ao woule) beooo
Lokt kg Sl ee@ Ay sy CAN 3 = B VIVT B ATT= -
e School  this seutd Aoy K typ. Yotcore Fore. .

IO ot <ot SR - oM R 2 2 N

4 marks awarded

11



L2 Lead Examiner Report 1901 (Health & Social Care)

Q1 biii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B6

This question is aimed at merit and distinction students. Students are required to
explain two positive effects on Neil's social development of living close to school.

Merit response:

Two marks awarded. There are two identifications in the first response ‘maintain
friendships’ and ‘meet new people’. Unfortunately, the second response has no
rewardable material.

For the student to have gained full marks on this question they would need to expand
on the identification to say why this is a positive effect.

({@Explain two ways that Neil's social development could be positively affected
by living close to school.

(4)
Lotten.. Lones s uno, mes PeoeN\a)

2 marks awarded

12
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Distinction response.
Full marks have been awarded: ‘'meet new people who may attend extracurricular
activities’ and ‘build new relationships when walking to school.

(i) Explain two ways that Neil's social development could be positively affected
by living close to school.
(4)

1 Becouuse Mo tives dose o the  sthool

i wnight foean umu e can. &%[bran’zf
Schoot clabs because. ke lives  dose . i lis. houss

thero fouur . W cun em vaoude. ket PreRnpls:....
2 Ned_tnignt_s\ack 40 moue . Qriends . Wik b

oo Aotk \le  dose o _hm. . ON.. Hmd
COUNLSOOAA . home %um

4 marks awarded
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Q1di

This is a level 1 pass question.

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B3

Students are required to identify two economic factors that could affect Stephanie’s
growth and development.

1 mark awarded for ‘struggle to pay’ this is related to her income.

Stephanie works at a local factory. Although her job is secure, the pay is low, and she
often struggles to buy nutritious food for her family. 1

(d) (i) Identify two economic factors that could affect Stephanie’s growth and
development.

(2)

PCAU\ bLkS pér oS Mr"‘f“\t?__ e.:Lch'rrLQLt“
Qct -

1 mark awarded

14
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Full marks awarded for income and employment - these responses are directly off the
mark scheme.

Stephanie works at a local factory. Although her job is secure, the pay is low, and she
often struggles to buy nutritious food for her family.

(d) (i) Identify two economic factors that could affect Stephanie’s growth and
development, . '
(2)

)

o drploymen-

2 marks awarded

15
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Q1dii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B3

This question is aimed at the level 2 pass student. Students are required to identify
two ways that Simon'’s intellectual development could be affected by a low income.

One mark awarded for lack of books and toys.

(ii) Identify two ways that Stephanie having low pay could affect Simon's
intellectual development.

1. She. muny.. 0k boa.. abl .. éa lhs/u or. @-«.lang

18 51-4 nok.... awuml. (far %ﬂ-p‘l- Hni a...tL
l-ul.p Lq:ﬂ?;;m ook ékfllseg

1 mark awarded

16
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Two marks awarded for ‘unable to buy toys’ and ‘unable to afford family trips’
(educational visits).

(i) Identify two ways that Stephanie having low pay could affect Simon’s
intellectual development.
(2)

1.ONe. weon'ks e, able. Lo ‘Dub o ’tQ\\.,f
o helobrunn \eaurn Cnod Oia_y
2.0 ey not. be. ableto. 9o ow on. fézm.arj
‘EiCLu\ ries e O \ad k. of vv

2 marks awarded

17
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Q1ei

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B6

This question is aimed at the level 1 pass student. Students are required to identify
two expected life events.

One mark awarded here for getting a job (employment on the mark scheme). Death is
an unexpected life event so is therefore not rewardable.

1

[ Emma will be starting school soon. Starting and leaving education are expected life J
events.

(e) (i) Identify two other expected life events people may experience during their
lifetime.

, Gexng odod

(2)

1 mark awarded

18
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Two marks were awarded for having children and getting a job.

[Emma will be starting school soon. Starting and leaving education are expected life J
events.

(e) () Identify two other expected life events people may experience during their
lifetime.
(2)

@)ob

- shinge rer——

2 marks awarded

19
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Q1eii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B5

This question is aimed at a level 2 pass student. Students are required to identify two
positive effects of attending school on Emma’s intellectual development.

One mark awarded for learning to write and read (language skills)

(i) State two positive effects that starting school will have on Emma’s intellectual
development.

(2)

zmw@r e@m{ wLLL be, 1E’aYM1g rfc: wmte,

1 mark awarded

20
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Two marks awarded for ‘expand her vocabulary’ (language skills) and ‘how to count’
(numeracy skills)

(i) State two positive effects that starting school will have on Emma’s intellectual
development.

(2)

2 marks awarded

21
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Q1eiii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2

This question is aimed at merit and distinction students. They are required to explain
two effects on Emma'’s physical and emotional development of attending school.

Merit example

Two marks have been awarded here. The student has identified one physical effect of
attending school - improvement of gross motor skills and one emotional effect -

happy.

[{lij Explain how attending school will affect Emma’s physical and emotional

dewelopment.
{4
Physical
e  camn "m#mhﬁt..;;..ﬁ.éﬁff ......... .Jjn'l:ifj'.__ nag e
CHLLLLL (£ S o] Y PAA vt e

Lot Ladeptnalond . onal L T kh‘;"jf’ hesiehh

Emotional

L Ll L 1 O _LSOROtn) P.0 I i ier s NeLpy 58| SOPPSRORRR £ L L SRRORTRTINaR
.zjt.[*:i. Ra STTONE Y of ¢ NI chngl St laec Fritngy

LI .EI:..MﬂLJ: ...................... 11 DOT P TP DL S o Pr PR LT & ORI R ¥ L TN i SRR
(Total for Question 1 = 26 marks)

2 marks awarded

@ Pearson
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Distinction example

Four marks have been awarded for ‘improved fitness by participating in exercise’ and
‘feelings of happiness because she feels safe’

(Il1) Explain how attending school will affect Emma's physical and emotional

development.
(4)

Physical

Eroma. Wil be. o lok jat. adhive o Qa,yl:?be me

ke Siem Sneal. and . runn.vﬁ ol the aﬁ?ﬂﬂl

Wwith 1

SO Mkted ok
)] beamd Gii.
Emotional

Bt ek o . Seol. eras. o}m‘ﬁaﬁ@ Lhoxd Lhich. n'zg,
Shrest besr ouk Bok coco. SK bt Selbded. 171, $2 1l bl hu@
crd. Xkl Okout ki 0 Peefhe arl ke 0% N?\e.

4 marks awarded

23
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Q?2ai

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B1

This question is aimed at the level 1 pass student. Leaners are required to identify two
lifestyle choices.

One mark awarded for drinking alcohol. Getting married is an expected life event,
not a lifestyle choice.

2 The following information is about Doreen and her family.
Read the information and answer the questions.that follow.

g Doreen, aged 78, has three children. W
« Steven aged 60
+ Rachel aged 55

™ Michael aged 50 i

Doreen has smoked tobacco all her adult life. This is a lifestyle choice.
(a) () Identify two other lifestyle choices.

1 mark awarded

24
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Two marks awarded for regular exercise and healthy diet.

2 The following information is about Doreen and her family.
Read the information and answer the questions that follow.

i Doreen, aged 78, has three children.
+ Steven aged 60

« Rachel aged 55

« Michael aged 50

—

Doreen has smoked tobacco all her adult life. This is a lifestyle choice.
(@) (i) Identify two other lifestyle choices.

L]
b

2 marks awarded

25
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Q?2aii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B5

This question is aimed at the level 2 pass student. Students are required to identify
two benefits for Doreen of living with her son, Michael.

One mark awarded for ‘she won't feel alone’ (reduced risk of social isolation).

Michael still lives at home with his mother, who is a widow.
(ii) State two benefits of this arrangement for Doreen.

L ohe toult el oo

1 mark awarded

26
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Two marks awarded for ‘someone to talk to’ and ‘to help her with cleaning’ (support
with household management).

Michael still lives at home with his mother, who is a widow.

(i) State two benefits of this arrangement for Doreen.
(2)

2 marks awarded

27
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Q2aiii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2

This question is aimed at the level 2 pass student. Students are required to give a
correct description of the term self-esteem.

One mark awarded for ‘how you value yourself'. The student has not elaborated on
this and therefore no additional mark has been awarded.

b S

Michael works as an illustrator of children’s books. He is a very talented artist and has
high self-esteem and a positive self-image.

(lii) Describe the term self-esteem.
(2)

h@m%@mumxdwmg,ﬁ?gqu

Onﬁmmemg\g) ....... S

1 mark awarded.

28
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Two marks awarded for ‘how you value yourself' and the response is expanded with
how self-esteem can be reduced.

Tt e : Tt

Michael works as an illustrator of children’s books. He is a very talented artist and has
high self-esteem and a positive self-image.

(iii) Describe the term self-esteem.
(2)

SRi5.-0skee.m MmRANS. lhow) . You NS toucsels. TS Yo, ...
ore. Vory
have. 0 lhigh Sejg—eseen. you Heve=s good . wilh. yourSeNes

2 marks awarded.
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Q2bi

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B6

This question is aimed at the level 1 pass student. Students are required to identify
two ways that reduced working hours will affect Rachel’s social development .

One mark awarded for ‘more time to go out'.

Rachel lives with Paul. He manages the garage where Rachel works as a full-time
mechanical engineer. Rachel has decided to reduce her working hours.

(b) (i) State two ways that reduced working hours will affect Rachel’s social

development.
(2)

.........................................

1 mark awarded.

30
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Two marks awarded for ‘more time to spend with friends’ and ‘more time to relax’
(more time to pursue hobbies and interests).

Rachel lives with Paul. He manages the garage where Rachel works as a full-time
mechanical engineer. Rachel has decided to reduce her working hours.

(b) (i} State two ways that reduced working hours will affect Rachel’s social
development.

(2)

2 marks awarded

31
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Q2bii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B6

This question is aimed at the merit and distinction student. They are required to
explain one economic and one intellectual effect on Paul due to Rachel's reduced
working hours.

Merit example

Two marks awarded for ‘Paul may learn new things as they have more time’

—

[Rachel's reduced working hours may have an effect on Paul's development. 'y ]

(ii) Explain one economic effect and one intellectual effect of this change on
Paul's development.

(4)

Economic

32
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2 marks awarded

Distinction example

Three marks awarded for ‘Paul will be able to work more hours to earn more money,
and 'he may feel he ahs more freedom to expand his knowledge’

[Rachei's reduced working hours may have an effect on Paul’s development. )

(i) Explain one economic effect and one intellectual effect of this change on
Paul's development.
(4)

Economic

_Moce_ |

3 marks awarded

33
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Q2ci

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B3

This question was aimed at level 2 pass and merit students. Students were required to
explain one way that being unemployed may affect Steven’s emotional development.
Pass example

One mark awarded for depressed

because of a back injury. Currently, Steven is unemployed.

(© @ Explai@ay that being unemployed may @tevenrs emotional
develo X

[ Steven is married to Yvonne. Steven used to work as a builder, but he had to stop )

(2)
M offecked... oy L NEL. WNOCKING. e 0y....
.oeqorre... Jexy.. Seressed. depressal_ ond

1 mark awarded

34
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Merit example

Two marks awarded for low self-esteem and feeling worthless.

Steven is married to Yvonne. Steven used to work as a builder, but he had to stop
because of a back injury. Currently, Steven is unemployed.

(c) (i} Explain one way that being unemployed may affect Steven’s emotional
development.

YA ... xS M QO LAY Lm ......... (R,

35
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Q2cii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B3

This question was aimed at level 2 pass and merit students. Students were required to
explain how unemployment may impact on Steven'’s social development.

Pass example

One mark awarded for ‘not able to see his friends'

(i) Explain one way that being unemployed may affect Steven’s social
development.

(2)
2 XYe wooodn'e. e ode ko See

1 mark awarded

36
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Merit example

Two marks awarded or ‘not able to socialise with work colleagues (no longer has work
colleagues) may lead to social isolation’

(i) Explain one way that being unemployed may affect Steven’s social
development.
(2)

SR Feke SN Wwon e bR dable.
Yo SoclallSe . wlth .
Colleagues, ThlS. _.Can. .. .19dc
soclQ L Isolatioa

2 marks awarded

37
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Q2d

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2, B3 & B7

This long answer item was not well answered. The response should have been about
the impact of Yvonne's redundancy of Steven and his relationship with Yvonne.

Many answers concentrated on Yvonne rather than Steven.

Merit example:
. =

8

i

o ]
Yvonne has recently been made redundant. As she had only been in this job for a ¥
fewe months, she is not entitled to redundancy pay. Yvonne must now claim welfare 3

benefits, 2

A Steven and Yvonne are going to be at home full ime with a limited income. ,

[d} Discuss how Yvonne's redundancy will affect Steven and his relationship with i
freme (8)
ﬂmnne‘s.r&ciumn%_&uiu__g&ect.at@m because . |
WAL Odd OABYE SYESS oL N ecosse ne
Pes 0ot Lo ng. Eifner . hich mMay Cause
%'Su;menta._.natms.. nim et Xoone o |]
Herenridrt ecove Enmentrasied. because Ne-\as 0. ||
L‘:tmmum_l s faencls.. Cmnt Sohe ey Stort to fake out §
ﬁ-ﬂﬂu&; mwu&m yaonne « 7 R . i

g

.................................................................................... |
T— f%ﬂmw mg;m;mmer fogetner beceuge |
ﬁ-rremer Cf fie orK S0 tha il more |}
A togend (Uitneoch Ofnece < >-

Steven mfyx e zi:r.mm.}m..m..&mj@{.mﬁ.&use...m..wl ..........
Winne _are rwtx‘gqm i he Soanvg Quoutt of Mgy ™

st to So_him dna S 1&..&:‘}3...tm&.jﬂ...ﬂ’ﬁfma_..wmun&.
needt fo Send ﬂ?ﬂ/yﬂﬂﬂ tlia #’i{? Ohvif necd o Spend hongy. }

B e e B R o R i

Hutre 0nd Steers. reaticnsii. Mipht. st becaige of AL ;

E‘Truaf;hn. ﬂ?_’re in ‘}‘hﬁaﬂ?i‘&ﬂf 1., W .Dflf./qfe_

\ ]
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i 3

ore... 1esul 51)9 n. them. 901}‘_1} " .th.mym. O QIVOCE o

This is one of the few responses that has concentrated on Steven. The student
has included information about them being able to do activities together but
also that there may be more arguments. Still a very basic response though.

3 marks awarded.
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Distinction example:

1 v @airs Al EAS Azd 3 pre-defined annotation v

LT = VYRR LY

VECTNR LM 23l DNy oy Oy woea g

T e AN

=]

/®

Yvanne has recenthy bean made redundant, As she had only been in this job for 2
few months, she is nat entitled to redundancy pay. Yvanne must now claim welfare
benefits,

Steven and Yvonne are going to be at home full tme with a limited income.

{d} Discuss how Yvonne's redundancy will affect Steven and his relationship with
Fnne.
(8}

Steven  may . 0e aq?;‘-t&ct&d....ﬁﬁg%.&ﬁ.uﬁlH_._....E.ﬁ_ﬁ:hﬂ.q
2N el A WAL ko e
essened 200Nk, OF  inandad . ey Lol
ceciene . Tray  moay,. nowl. hawe Yo eax
Wil RIS epreck . TReaN  Pnuysical devegmay.

)

WIS ernotonal ceuelofonent many. bR neganvely
efpecked S nWS  Selp estan may eamg
\owier e Vo bmis unempoynaent  and need
oo M  Dengpes. Rs well a5 s, ne coud.
negATVRIY _ eErecs s Physical developiaanit as
ACHETN0. Nger ave o 2Gvd . acawe

NaVE 00 WK COMVINIEIOGARS ot S0
e oS n@ase . neve ol ko
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Lo 7

This response identified several key points (reduced income leading to less nutritious
diet, being able to support each other, more time to dedicate to their family etc.).
However, the response was slightly unbalanced although the student had linked the
information in the scenario to PIES.

6 marks awarded

@ Pearson
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Summary

Based on their performance of this paper, students should:

e Write in the space provided, if possible

e Use the information in the text boxes, if supplied

e Read the question carefully, noting emboldened words

¢ Manage their time effectively. This paper is worth 50 marks so, if students allow
1 minute for each mark, they will be able to complete the paper and read through
afterwards.

e Students are expected to use appropriate language. For example, a physical sign
of ageing is that the skin loses elasticity. This may be colloquially known as
wrinkles, but the use of this term will not be an acceptable answer.

e If the term influence is used in a question the answer must include some form of
change

e Marks are not awarded for repetition of the question
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