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What is a grade boundary?  
A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain 
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade at 
Distinction, Merit and Pass.  
 
Setting grade boundaries  
When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that they 
decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.  
 
When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive grades 
which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure learners 
achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the external 
assessment.  
 
Variations in external assessments  
Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different parts 
of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if we set the 
same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take accessibility 
into account. 
 
 
Grade Boundaries 
 
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link: 
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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Grade        
Unclassified 

  Level 1 
 Pass 

                   Level 2 
 Pass  Merit  Distinction 

Boundary 
Mark   0  16 24 32 41 

  



 
 

 

Introduction 
 
This report has been written by the lead examiner for the BTEC Human Lifespan 
Development unit. It is designed to help you understand how learners performed 
overall in the exam. For each question, there is a brief analysis of learner 
responses. You will also find example learner responses from Level 2 Pass and 
Distinction learners. We hope this will help you to prepare your learners for future 
examination series.  
  



 
 

 

General Comments on Exam 
 
As in previous series, the paper was wide ranging in terms of grades attempted to 
be awarded from the questions. This generated a number of blank responses. It 
seemed that these were particularly concentrated in the long answer questions.  
 
The external assessment process was judged to be straightforward. There were 
approximately 17000 entries for this examination. Of these, 4401 entries were 
resits. Generally, learners were able to show an understanding of lifespan 
development and investigate the factors that affect human growth and 
development and how they are interrelated. 
 
Once again, learners experienced some difficulty with the terminology used within 
the examination although the same terminology is used within the specification.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Individual Questions 
 
The following section considers each question on the paper, providing examples of 
popular learner responses and a brief commentary of why the responses gained 
the marks they did. This section should be considered with the live external 
assessment and corresponding mark scheme. 

 
Question 1 
 
Q1(b)(ii) 
In many cases learners, did not understand the term group support. This resulted in 
some poor responses with many learners just identifying either formal or informal 
support. Learners should have wrote answers that were relevant to Lily’s early childhood. 
 
1(b)(ii). State two examples of groups that may offer support.  
 
This response gained 2 marks.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Q1(b)(iii) 
Learners were often able to score one mark for the identification of the benefits of 
reading to intellectual development. However, they were often unable to elaborate on 
this. 
 
1(b)(iii). Explain one way that reading can benefit Lily’s intellectual development.  
 
This response gained 1 mark.  
 
 

 
 
 
This response gained 2 marks.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Q1(d)(i) 
Many learners correctly identified two motor skills that may develop in early childhood. 
 
1(d)(i). Give two examples of motor skills that may develop in early childhood.  
 
This response gained 2 marks.  
 
 

 
 
 
Q1(d)(ii) 
 
Learners found this question difficult, responses were often emotional changes in 
infancy.   
 
1d (ii). Give two examples of emotional changes that may happen in early childhood.  
 
This response gained 2 marks.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Q1(e)(i) 
A lot of learners seemed to have confused “gender inequality” and “sexual 
discrimination.” Many of the response referenced sexual discrimination even though 
the question refers to gender inequality. 
 
1(e)(i). Crystal works as an assistant in a supermarket. She is happy in this job, although 
she sometimes experiences gender inequality.  
 
This response gained 1 mark.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Q1(f)(i) 
This question was challenging for some learners. Many responses stated that Ellen would 
be happier in a different school, it would be a clean slate etc. Although there was no 
reference to Ellen having to change schools in the scenario. 
 
Q1(f)(i). Explain two possible positive effects on Ellen’s intellectual development of 
changing schools.  
 
This response gained 2 marks.  
 
 

 
 
This response gained 4 marks.  
 

 



 
 

 

Q1(f)(ii) 
This question was very accessible to most learners. 
 
Q1(f)(ii). Explain two possible negative effects on Ellen’s social development as a result of 
moving to a smaller school.  
 
This response gained 2 marks.  
 

 
 
This response gained 4 marks.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Question 2 
 
Q2(a)(i) 
This question was well answered by the level 2 pass grade learners although some did 
struggle to identify two benefits of retirement. 
 
2(a)(i). Give two benefits of retirement on development.  
 
This response gained 2 marks.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Q2(b)(iii) 
This question was very well answered by pass/merit learners. However, several 
learners seemed to confuse “social development” and “emotional development.” Some 
answers focusing on social development while the question referred to emotional 
development.   
 
2b (iii). Explain two ways that Hugo’s emotional development may be affected by leaving 
school and starting an apprenticeship.  
  
This response gained 2 marks  
 

 
 
 
This response gained 4 marks  
 

 
         

 
 



 
 

 

Q2(c)(ii) 
This question was responded to well by the higher-level learners.  It differentiated well 
at the distinction boundary.  
 
2(c)(ii). Explain two effects of regular exercise on physical health and well-being. 
 
This response gained 2 marks  
 
 

 
 
 
This response gained 4 marks 

 
“1. By exercising regularly the effects on physical health and well-being is keeping a 
maintained weight. This is because she is burning the excess calories off which will 
gain her weight. 
 
2. By exercising regularly can prevent you from getting ill, for example, developing a 
blood clot from not moving, you need to get your heart pumping so your blood and 
blood pressure works better and prevents you from any illness like this.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Q2(d) 
This long answer item was not well answered. The response should have been about the 
impact of Alexandre no longer driving on Sarah’s development and Sarah’s relationship 
with her grandchildren. 
 
Many answers concentrated on Sarah and the impact of Alexandre no longer driving. 
Few responses gave information on Sarah’s relationship with her grandchildren. 
 
2(d). Assess the possible impact of Alexandre no longer driving on Sarah’s development 
and her relationship with her grandchildren, Hugo and Camille.  
 
This response gained 4 marks  

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

This response gained 6 marks  
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Summary  
 
Based on their performance of this paper, learners should:  

 
 Write in the space provided, if possible 
 Use the information in the text boxes, if supplied  
 Only use the information given in the scenarios. Marks are not awarded for 

additional information that falls outside of the question 
 Read the question carefully, noting emboldened words. Learners appeared 

to misread the item and gave answers that were irrelevant 
 Ensure that they are clear on the type of development referred to in the 

question 
 Manage their time effectively. This paper is worth 50 marks so, if learners 

allow 1 minute for each mark, they will be able to complete the paper and 
read through afterwards  

 Learners are expected to use appropriate language that reflects a 
vocational care setting  

 Marks are not awarded for repetition of the question 
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