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Introduction 
 
This report has been written by the lead examiner for the BTEC Human Lifespan 
Development unit. It is designed to help you understand how learners performed 
overall in the exam. For each question, there is a brief analysis of learner 
responses. You will also find example learner responses from Level 2 Pass and 
Distinction learners. We hope this will help you to prepare your learners for 
future examination series.  

 



Grade Boundaries 
 
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: 
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 

 
 
 

Grade Unclassified Level 1 
Pass 

Level 2 
Pass Merit Distinction 

Boundary 
Mark 

0 
 21 28 35 43 

  

 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx


General Comments on Exam 
 
The paper was wide ranging in terms of grades attempted to be awarded from 
the questions. This generated a number of blank responses. It seemed that 
these were particularly concentrated in the long answer questions.  
 
The external assessment process was judged to be straightforward. There were 
23,098 entries for this examination. Generally, learners were able to show an 
understanding of lifespan development and investigate the factors that affect 
human growth and development and how they are interrelated. 
 
Learners found some difficulty with the terminology used within the examination 
although the same terminology is used within the specification.  For example, 
the term redundancy was poorly understood in this context as were the terms 
formal/informal support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 1 
 
1c (i) 
 
 
Learners found some difficulty with the term menopause. Often learners would 
identify the signs and symptoms of menopause rather that what the term 
actually meant. 
 
Level 2 Pass example: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1dii 
 
 
 
Many learners found this item very challenging.  
 
Level 2 Pass example: 
 

 
 
 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2  
 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 
 

 



1eii 
 
 
 
 
Learners found this question quite challenging. Learners often confused Adriana 
with Marta. Several learners focused on Krystyna’s father (Jozef). 
 
Level 2 Merit example: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & 
B3 

 

 



Level 2 Distinction example: 
 

 
  

 



Question 2 
 
2b (i) 
 
 
 
Learners found this question very challenging. Often, the lifestyle choice selected 
was to do with changing working hours or moving house. 
 
Level 2 Pass example: 
 

 
 
 
 
2b (iii) 
 
 
 
Many learners were able to answer this item fully.  
 
Level 2 Merit example: 
 

 
 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B1 & 
B7 

 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 
 

 



 
2d (ii)  
 
 
This question was very poorly answered in many cases. Learners tended to mix 
questions 2dii and 2diii up.  
 
Level 2 Merit example: 
 

 
 
Level 2 Distinction example: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B2 
 

 



2d (iii)  
 
 
This question was very poorly answered in many cases. Learners tended to mix 
questions 2dii and 2diii up.  
 
Level 2 Merit example: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Level 2 Distinction example: 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B2 
 

 



2e  
 
 
This question was poorly answered in many instances.  
 
 
Learners often didn’t give a balanced assessment of the impact of role models on 
Sarah’s development. 
 
Many learners confused role models with fashion models. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B2 
 

 



Level 2 Pass example: 
 

  
 
  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Level 2 Merit example: 
 
 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



Level 2 Distinction example: 
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