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Introduction 

 

This report has been written by the lead examiner for the BTEC Health & Social 

Care unit. It is designed to help you understand how learners performed overall in 

the exam. For each question, there is a brief analysis of learner responses. You will 

also find example learner responses from Level 2 Pass and Distinction learners. We 

hope this will help you to prepare your learners for future examination series.  

 

 

General Comments on Exam 

 

The paper was wide ranging in terms of grades attempted to be awarded from the 

questions. This generated a number of blank responses. It seemed that these were 

particularly concentrated in the long answer questions.  

 

The external assessment process was judged to be straightforward.  There were 

11,935 entries for this examination. Generally, learners were able to show an 

understanding of lifespan development and investigate the factors that affect 

human growth and development and how they are interrelated. 

 

Learners found some difficulty with the terminology used within the examination 

although the same terminology is used within the specification.  For example, the 

term social play was poorly defined in many examples. Learners also found the 

term self-esteem difficult to define. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 1 

 

 

1c (ii) 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners experienced some difficulty with the term social play. In some cases 

learners’ responses included information about going out to clubs etc. with friends. 

The higher level learner included the term interacting or interaction in their 

response. 

 

 

Level 2 Pass example: 

 

 
 

 

Level 2 Distinction example: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2, B2  
 



 

1e 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners found this question very challenging. Often, the response focused on 

Hakan rather than Ahmet. Where learners correctly focused on Ahmet’s 

development the response was not always fully developed. 

 

Learners achieving at Level 2 Distinction included physical, intellectual, emotional & 

social development in their response. 

 

 

 

Level 2 Pass example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2, B1, B2, 

B3, B6  
 



 

Level 2 Distinction example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 2 

 

 

 

2b (i)  

 

 

 

 

 

This question was poorly answered. Many responses were about ‘feeling’ or 

confused self-esteem with self-image. Higher level learners included ‘respect’ or 

‘value’ in their response. 

 

Level 2 Pass example: 

 

 

 
 

 

Level 2 Distinction example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim  A2 
 



 

2c (ii)  

 

 

 

 

 

This question caused some confusion to learners. Unexpected life events included 

marriage in some cases. Death was not accepted unless it was sudden or, for 

example, the death of a child.  

 

 

 

Level 2 Pass example: 

 

 
 

Level 2 Distinction example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim  A2 & B7 
 



 

2d (ii)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners found this question quite challenging. The higher level learners included at 

least two types of development in their response. Pass level learners often only 

included one type of development. 

 

 

 

Level 2 Pass example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B7 
 



 

Level 2 Distinction example: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2e  

 

 

 

 

 

This was another challenging question. Many learner responses tended to repeat 

their first answer in the second. This was mostly about Elsie learning new things. 

The higher level learners would explain two different ways that Elsie’s intellectual 

development could be affected by helping at the local school. 

 

Level 2 Pass example: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 
 



 

Level 2 Distinction example: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2f  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This question was poorly answered in many instances. Learners tended to write 

about the impact on Tom and Elsie’s relationship with their family rather than the 

impact on their development.  

 

Higher level learners included physical, intellectual, emotional and social 

development in their response.  

 

Level 2 Pass example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B6 
 



 

Level 2 Distinction example: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Grade Boundaries 

 

Unit Max 

Mark 

D M P L1 U 

20544 unit 1: Human Lifespan 

Development 

50 43 35 28 21 20 and 

under 

 

External assessment 

The suite of ‘next generation’ NQF BTECs include an element of external assessment. This 

external assessment may be through a timetabled paper-based examination, an onscreen, on 

demand test or a set-task conducted under controlled conditions. 

 

What is a grade boundary? 

A grade boundary is where we ‘set’ the level of achievement required to obtain a certain grade 

for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade (Distinction, Merit, 

Pass and Level 1 fallback). 

Setting grade boundaries 

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took the 

assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts are then able to 

decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that they decide what the lowest 

possible mark should be for a particular grade. 

 

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive grades 

which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries ensures that a learner who receives a 

'Distinction' grade next year, will have similar ability to a learner who has received an 

'Distinction’ grade this year. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to make sure learners 

achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the external 

assessment. 

Variations in externally assessed question papers 

Each exam we set asks different questions and may assess different parts of the unit content 

outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if we set the same grade boundaries 

year on year because then it wouldn't take into account that a paper may be slightly easier or 

more difficult than the year before. 

 

Grade boundaries for all papers can be found here: 

http://pastpapers.edexcel.com/content/edexcel/grade-boundaries.html 
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Provisional qualification outcomes for BTEC First Level1/Level 2 Award in 

Health & Social Care 

 

The provisional qualification outcomes for the BTEC Level 2 award in can be found 

below.  

 

 

2013 – 2014 D* D M P L1 U 

Claims: 859 6.52 12.46 36.79 73.81 97.09 100.00 

 

 

These outcomes reflect the cumulative percentage of learners who have received 

each grade for the qualification this year.  

 

These figures are provisional because we are expecting more learners to claim their 

overall qualification outcome over the coming weeks. We will publish updated 

qualification outcomes in due course. 

 

Outcomes explained 

An aggregate qualification grade is where all unit outcomes are joined together to 

give a final grade for the qualification. Full details on how the qualification grade 

has been calculated can be found on page 30 of the specification here: 

 

http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/BTEC%20Firsts%20from%202012/B

F031440-BTEC-L1-2-Award-HSC-spec-Issue2.pdf 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be publishing full year qualification outcomes for BTEC in the autumn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of claims 
released by August 
2014 

Eg: proportion of learners claimed & grades 
released achieving a merit or above 2014 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit  

www.edexcel.com/quals 
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