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Grade Boundaries

What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain
a certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for
each grade (Distinction, Merit, Pass and Level 1 fallback).

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner
who took the assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance,
our experts are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries
- this means that they decide what the lowest possible mark should be for a
particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners
receive grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is
conducted to ensure learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve,
irrespective of variation in the external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each test we set asks different questions and may assess different parts of
the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each test, because then it wouldn’t
take into account that a test might be slightly easier or more difficult than
any other.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website
on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

Unit 8: Media Industry in Context (21647E)

Level 1 Level 2
Pass Pass Merit Distinction

Grade Unclassified

Boundary
Mark 0 24 28



http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

General Comments

This series the Unit 8 exam has undergone some further changes of format
to the exam paper to ensure accessibility for candidates through the inclusion
of multiple choice elements. So far, these changes have proven beneficial to
learners and will continue to be applied in future series.

There continues to be increased coverage of unit content within centres and
learners are showing more breath of knowledge through the questions that
they attempt to answer. Learners should be aware of the need to spend less
time on their responses to LV1 questions as these can be covered with single
word responses, where appropriate, and tend towards direct recall from the
specification. Learners should concentrate on providing more lengthy
responses to the larger questions and should always strive to offer
exemplification wherever possible.

Understanding of the structures and funding of media industries, especially
pertaining to the UK and the unique structure of the BBC, remains an area of
weakness for some candidates. These topics will always be covered within
successive exam series and should be covered within centres through
provision of appropriate context and exemplification. Learners have
responded well to questions that relate to social media and digital
technologies as there are area of the media with which they regularly engage
and therefore have a more personal understanding of.

It is beneficial for centres to note the following observations which
relate to each item and should be used as guidance in future series.



Qo1

\ Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim C1 |

This was a multiple choice, LV1 question, which proved very accessible to
learners, many of whom were able to identify one benefit of working freelance
in the creative media industry.

Q02

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A4 |

This LV1 question which has been asked in many previous papers in either
multiple choice or standard question format and was not as well responded
as in previous series. It is important that candidate responses relate to the
specificity of the audience as in the example given below.

This was a poor performing response (0 marks awarded).

2 State one characteristic of a niche product.

H:;) C i\_kf_k..q?

(Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

This was a high performing response (1 mark awarded).

2 State one characteristic of a niche product.
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(Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

Q03

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim C3 |

This question required learners to identify a benefit of using digital CVs in
showcasing work. Many learners could respond correctly and identify a range
of features such as creativity and showcasing one’s skills. Learners that did
not perform well seemed to think that a digital CV was easy to create and
didn’t seem to understand that these documents require a certain level of
technical skill to produce. Some candidates also failed to distinguish between
a digital CV and one produced in a more traditional format.



This was a poor performing response (0 marks awarded).

3 Give one benefit of using a digital CV to showcase your work.

ﬂum(wﬂ&\\qwmﬁ th&udna'\x S

(Total for Question 3 = 1 mark)

This was a high performing response (1 mark awarded).

3 Give one benefit of using a digital CV to showcase your work.
Vow (o Shetecawe  dl vour bek Lot inftend of
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(Total for Question 3 = 1 mark)

Qo4

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim Al

Overall most candidates were able to identify a public service broadcaster.
Responses that were accepted related to the main channel or company and
not any subsidiary or additional channels. There were still a few candidates
that confused public with private and these candidates offered responses
such as Sky or other satellite and cable broadcasters.

This was a poor performing response (0 marks awarded).

4 The BBC is a public service broadcaster.

State one other public service broadcaster in the UK.

B3C. 5

(Total for Question 4 = 1 mark) i

This was a high performing response (1 mark awarded).



4 The BBC is a public service broadcaster.

State one other public service broadcaster in the UK.

C hene| 4

o . (Total for Question 4 = 1 mark)

Q05

\ Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B2 |

This question dealt with the issue of illegal streaming and the impact on the
industry, the requirement to give two responses meant that the question
performed well at differentiating learners. As this issue, has been covered

well in the past it was accessible to learners and would likely have been well
taught within centres.

This was a poor performing response (1 mark awarded).

>

5 The illegal streaming of films is common.

Give two impacts of illegal streaming on the film industry.
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(Total for Question 5 = 2 marks)

This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded).

>
5 The illegal streaming of films is common. 1
Give two impacts of illegal streaming on the film industry.
1. 3 F Loe ! ne(7«/"-‘(/c-"(<7 affec ~ F4e (ndesties
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(Total for Question 5 = 2 marks)




Q06a

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A3 |

The coverage of local, national and multinational companies is a feature of
many past exam papers. This question required candidates to state two
purposes of local newspaper, the requirement is for direct recall from the
specification and application of that to a media company. Many candidates
were able to identify at least one correct response.

This was a poor performing response (1 mark awarded).

6 (a) The Charlton Postis a newspaper that is only distributed in the local area.

State two purposes of a local newspaper.

2)
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This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded).

6 (a) The Charlton Post is a newspaper that is only distributed in the local area.

State two purposes of a local newspaper.

{2)
Gwes | ceawenmald | ne eus cove € aboud

> Aduver-asenrnae nt < rﬁ&,r-e lacal 3o foeqoﬁx

Cex 3(:3:{‘— k)&-bﬁ-!h‘rr{ e~ i1ce s,/ et emref




QO06b

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2

This question provided a good number of correct responses with most
candidates able to identify a means by which a local paper could be funded,
which relates to privately funded companies and sources of income.

This was a poor performing response (0 marks awarded).

{b) One source of private funding for the Charlton Post is sponsership.
State one other source of funding for the Charlton Post.

(1)
volunceer work

{Total for Question 6 = 3 marks)

This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded).

(b) One source of private funding for the Charlton Post is sponsorship.
State one other source of funding for the Charlton Post.

(1)

Odurertising . Sewernue,

(Total for Question 6 = 3 marks)




Q07a

\ Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A1l |

Working collaboratively has also been covered well in the past, to the extent
that it has been left out of the papers for a few series. This concept did
seem slightly alien to some learners and many gave answers around
earning lots of money rather than the shared nature of the process.

This was a poor performing response (1 mark awarded).

g

7 (a) Working collaboratively allows media producers to share resources.

Give two other benefits of working collaboratively.
(2)

2. . Frescbel e {Q;:&w .

This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded).

7 (a) Working collaboratively allows media producers to share resources.

Give two other benefits of working collaboratively.
(2)
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QO07b

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A1

This question was well responded, learners tended to engage better with
the concept of independent working and gave a good range of responses,
although some were slightly confused between independence and freelance
working. Some learners tended to personalise their responses too much
and gave reasons such as ‘less distractions’ and ‘no one to argue with’
which were too simplistic and fail to identify the professional nature of the
worker.

This was a poor performing response (1 mark awarded).

(b) Give two advantages for a media producer of working independently.

. M oS  Mote C/oftémf Vel Cftfaf}o’t
Input .

(Total for Question 7 = 4 marks)

This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded).

e A T S e T
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(b) Give two advantages for a media producer of working independently.
(2)
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(Total for Question 7 = 4 marks)




Q08a

\ Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A3

A different approach was taken to constructing this question whereby a
chart was included in order to make the structure more apparent to
candidates and provide a flow to the production processes. Unfortunately,
this does not seem to have worked as expected and has distracted learners

into discussing the content of the chart rather than the directionality of the
process.

This was a poor performing response (0 marks awarded).

(a) Give the name of this type of structure.

Maiaskveam prodaachon. Sages

(1)

This was a high performing response (1 mark awarded).

(a) Give the name of this type of structure,
(1)
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QO08b

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A3 |

Despite the structured chart preceding this question not working as well as
intended this question did discriminate well and candidate responses were
suitably varied. Unfortunately, horizontal and vertical integration are not
topics that candidates engage well with and unless they have been well
covered and contextualised there will be a low expectation of success with

this area of the specification.

This was a poor performing response (2 marks awarded).

(b) Explain two benefits to Snowflake Films of being structured in this way.
(4)
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This was a high performing response (4 marks awarded).
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(b) Explain two benefits to Snowflake Films of being structured in this way.
(4)
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Q08¢

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A4 |

Candidates have been tested on Mainstream products in past papers and
usually perform well with the type of question, some however, did struggle
to identify more than one characteristic which means that this question
differentiated well between LV1 and LV2 learners.

This was a poor performing response (1 mark awarded).

(€} Snowflake Films specialises in producing mainstream film products.

State two characteristics of mainstream products.
(2)

y_Gyooal Presence

(Total for Question 8 = 7 marks)

This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded).

{c) Snowflake Films specialises in producing mainstream film products.

State two characteristics of mainstream products.
(2)

1Ty xlond . aad apfrad . to & widl  Qudiedce,

2 Bier  buddeds  and  Alobits.

{Total for Question 8 = 7 marks)




Q09a

\ Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim C2 |

This question required candidates to evidence their understanding of using
trade publications to advertise a job vacancy. The inclusion of the online
and print elements may have been confusing to some candidates, however
many were able to show an understanding of the targeted and specific
nature of the publication as well as the national context.

This was a poor performing response (0 marks awarded).

Media Jobs is a National trade press magazine used by media organisations to
advertise for new staff in print and online.

(a) Give two advantages for media organisations of using Media Jobs to recruit staff.

2. Ont fo ane. secsion ¥ shon. quldeor precesc. p,f wﬁ{y {gg

This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded)

9 Media Jobs is a National trade press magazine used by media organisations to
advertise for new staff in print and online.

(a) Give two advantages for media organisations of using Media Jobs to recruit staff.
(2)
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QO09b

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim C2

This question related to the use of online and mobile apps for advertising
job openings within a company. The question was opened out to the
employer and employees to allow for wider discussion from candidates and
to enable them to identify benefits for all parties. As learners are regular
users of these types of facilities on an everyday basis they really did engage
with this question and overall performance was high.

This was a poor performing response (3 marks awarded).
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This was a high performing response (7 marks awarded).
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Q10a

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A4

This was a 2-mark Merit/Distinction question which candidates were able to
engage with extremely well. This is probably due to the topic covered,
learners were asked about viral marketing benefits which was something

they were able to discern readily, being as it is a large part of their online
interactions.

This was a poor performing response (0 marks awarded).

~

.
10 An independent games company is releasing a new title using a viral marketing
campaign.
(a) Explain one advantage of using wiral marketing.
2)

Mou  coula SeJr_Ur_ ‘C‘E:kfo.ghx'}: ooy




This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded).

=

10 An independent games company is releasing a new title using a viral marketing
campaign.

(a) Explain one advantage of using viral marketing.

See .

(2)




Q10b

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A4

This question discriminated well, it asked for one disadvantage of viral
marketing, which is clearly a concept that learners struggled with. As
learners spend much of their time interacting with digital technologies and
engaging in online activities and can therefore often struggle to see a
downside to online interactions of this type.

This was a poor performing response (0 marks awarded).

(b) Explain ene disadvantage of using viral marketing.
- (2)

Dosecic% 5o Elrel J e 4
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B - (Total for Question 10 = 4 marks)

This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded).

(b} Explain one disadvantage of using viral marketing.
(2)
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(Total for Question 10 = 4 marks)

Q1lla

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A4

In this 2-mark multiple choice question there were quite a few learners that
failed to respond correctly and only scored 1 mark or less, which could

reflect a lack of understanding of the purposes of public service
broadcasters.



Q11b

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A1l

This question relating to the BBC Trust was the first of its type to be used in
a Unit 8 exam paper and proved very tricky for learners to answer without
having been fully taught about the Trusts’ role and function. Many learners
were able to give at least one response and many candidates failed to offer
a suitable explanation for their responses which restricted them to only two
marks for the identification. It is important that candidates are encouraged
to practice responding to these question types and how to offer
explanations/exemplification.

This was a poor performing response (1 mark awarded).

(b) The BBC Trust governs the BBC.

Explain two ways the BBC Trust gowverns the BBC.
(4}

To. broadcast Programmes. ..
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This was a high performing response (4 marks awarded).

Explain two ways the BBC Trust governs the BBC.
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Q12a

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B1

This question asked learners to identify legal issues relating to online
content, naming a number of these in their response. Many learners were
able to provide valid responses that were actually legal and not ethical

issues although often the correct terms/names were not used and meaning
was often implied.

This was a poor performing response (0 marks awarded).

12 A new blog has been set up about celebrities and their lifestyles.

(a) Give two legal issues the blogger will have to consider about the content of
their blog.

00 legal [ssue coldh be 15 T, ace
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This was a high performing response (2 marks awarded).

12 A new blog has been set up about celebrities and their lifestyles.

(a) Give two legal issues the blogger will have to consider about the content of
their blog.

(2)
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12b

\ Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B2

This question was an 8-mark question and was designed to tackle the issues
that a blogger may face when releasing content online and to elicit
responses around tighter controls. This issues has been addressed in the
past and been well received and discussed by learners. The mark scheme
was designed to allow for coverage of advantages and disadvantages to the
audience and the blogger, which allowed for wider discussions.

This was a poor performing response (3 mark awarded).
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This was a high performing response (7 marks awarded).
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