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Introduction  
 

This report provides elucidation of the performance of learners in Unit 1, 

Patterns of Child Development for the January 2021 series. The structure of 

this unit is to assess learner’s ability to recall and apply knowledge provided 

in the specification to a number of different situations. Learners are 

required to respond to a total of 16 questions ranging from multiple choice, 

short answer to longer descriptive discussions in order to demonstrate their 

knowledge and understanding. 

 

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

Overall, learners performed as expected in line with previous series of this 

exam. Learners who did well were able to correctly identify accurate 

milestones for areas of development and expand their responses to 

demonstrate their ability to contextualise and expand their responses. 

 

Historically, learners did better on short answer questions, however there is 

evidence that more learners were able to apply examples to different 

situations and expand responses to gain further marks for a question.  

 

It was noted that in some instances, learners provided examples from 

different areas of development in response to questions.  For example, 

where a question asked for fine motor development examples, some 

learners tended to provide gross motor examples. 
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Individual Questions 

 
Question 1-3 and 6. 

These questions are multiple-choice 1-mark questions. Generally, 

responses were good, and most learners were able to achieve at least 

one from these responses.    

 

Question 4 

Learners were asked to identify two examples of cognitive development  

Many learners were able to identify correct examples attaining the 2 

marks awarded for this question.  

A very good level of correct responses given for this question with many 

learners achieving two marks. Learners seem to be able to identify 

cognitive examples well 

 

 

Some learners received one mark; a few learners chose C provide crayons 

as an example of cognitive development. 
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Question 5 

This question asked learners to identify two examples of emotional and 

social development.  Many learners were able to correctly identify two 

examples. 

2 mark example 

 

 

 

One mark example 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 6 of 64 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

Question 7(a) 

This question asked learners what age a child should be who could 

button and unbutton their clothes.   Some learners were able to 

identify the correct age range or an age within the age range of three 

to four years e.g., three years.    A number of learners were unable 

to identify the correct age range, identifying more often, older age 

ranges. 

 

 

 

 

Question 7(b) 

Many learners were able to identify the correct age range or an age 

within the age range. Most common responses were five or six to 

seven years. Those not achieving a mark for this question gave ages 

between four and five years old 
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Question 7(c) 

This question asked learners to identify which area of development 

was shown in the previous two questions (7a and b).   Many learners 
were able to identify the correct response and cited ‘fine motor 

development’ for one mark.  Where no marks were awarded 
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responses were from different areas of development including 

physical or cited both gross and fine motor development. 

 

 

 

Some learners provided ‘physical development’ in their responses 

which would not be appropriate to gain one mark.  However, some 

learners included ‘fine motor’ within such responses and were able to 

gain a mark for this response 

 

One mark 

 

Learners who identified physical development alone were not awarded a 

mark 

No marks awarded  

 

 

Question 8  

This question asked learners to identify two cognitive milestones for a 

child aged from seven years.  Many learners were able to correctly 

identify at least one example of a cognitive milestone.  

Some learners were able to achieve two marks for this question and 

provided correct milestones. 

 

Two mark example 
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In some instances, learners repeated responses.   In this example in 

the first response the learner has identified learning times tables and 

in the second simple addition and multiplication.  This response would 

have been awarded one mark as each response would be appropriate 

for the milestone of ‘does simple calculations. 

 

One mark example 

 

 

In some instances, learners provided examples of communication and 

language development 

No marks awarded 
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Question 9  

This question asked learners to identify one emotional and social 

milestone for a child aged between five and seven years. 

Some learners were able to achieve one mark for this question 

providing appropriate milestones for the age range. 

 

One mark example  

In this example the learner has identified a child would ‘understand 

what the person’s emotion is’ which can be found in the mark scheme 

as ‘recognise/become aware what others may be feeling’  

 

Some learners identified milestones achieved at an earlier age 

No marks awarded.  
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In this example the learner has identified a milestone achieved from 

three years. 

 

 

Many learners achieving one mark for this question, provided 

responses relating to ‘recognising/becoming aware of 

feelings/emotions of others. 

One mark example  
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Question 10(a)  

This question required learners to identify two cognitive milestones 

for a child aged between 15 months and two years. 

 

Two-mark example 

Those who gained two marks were able to cite appropriate 
milestones.  Recognising self in mirror was a more common response 

provided.  

 

 

 

One mark example 

Some learners were able to achieve one mark for this question.   

Many learners identified recognising self in mirror as a correct 

milestone  



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 13 of 64 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

 

 

 

No marks awarded  

In some responses, learners cited milestones for different areas of 

development.   In this example, the learner has provided examples of 

emotional and social development  

 

 

 

In this example although the learner has provided a response that 
aligns to cognitive development, the examples relate to the 

overarching concept of problem solving and asking questions which 

are not specific milestones.  
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Question 10(b)  

This question asked learners to identify two fine motor milestones for 

a child aged between 15 and 18 months old.    

 

Two-mark example 

In this example although the learner has not identified that the use of 
the pincer grasp is precise, the example they have provided suggests 

a more refined use of the grasp ‘picking things out of a jar’ and one 

mark has been awarded for the first response.    In the second 

response the learner has identified a correct milestone for a total of 

two marks for this question.  

 

 

In this example the learner has identified two correct milestones.  In 

the first response they have identified that the child should ‘use the 

palmer grasp’ for one mark.   In the second response the learner has 

identified building a ‘small tower’.  Whilst the specification states a 

‘small tower of three bricks’ as the learner has identified ‘small’, this 

would be acceptable in the learner demonstrating understanding of 

the ability of a child in this age range.  
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In this response the learner has identified two appropriate milestones for 

two marks. 

 

 

One mark example 

 

More learners were able to identify one appropriate milestone.   In this 

example in the first response, no marks are awarded as the learner has 

not identified that a child’s use of the pincer grasp should be ‘precise’.   
In this example they have stated that the child should ‘start’ to pick up 

things…’  To be awarded one mark the learner would need to emphasise 

the level of expertise of the grasp.   In the second response, one mark 

has been awarded for scribbling using the palmer grasp which is 

appropriate for the milestone of ‘scribble … in palmer grasp’.  The 

specification does not specify the level of expertise here, however, use 

of pencils/crayons would be appropriate to accept with ‘scribbling’.  

 

In this example the learner has correctly identified a milestone in the 

first response but has crossed out ‘palmer’ in the second response and 

replaced it with ‘tripod’ which is a milestone achieved from two and half 

years old   
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No marks awarded 

Some learners identified more overarching examples of fine motor 

development.   In this example the learner has provided responses 

that relate to generally picking up ad handing small toys/objects.  No 

marks were awarded as no specific milestones were identified 

 

 

 

In some instances, learners provided examples of other areas of 

development.   In this example, the learner has identified a gross 

motor skill and emotional and social stage of development.  



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 17 of 64 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

 

 

Some learners provided responses that related to gross motor 

development rather than fine motor.   This example demonstrates a 
common example of where a learner has identified gross motor skills 

for a fine motor question.  

 

Question 11(a)  

In this question learners were asked to identify two fine motor 

milestones for a child aged between six and eight years of age.     

Two mark example 

Some learners were able to accurately identify two appropriate 

milestones.  Common examples included ‘sew large stitches’ and 

‘clear handwriting’. 
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In this response the learner has correctly identified two milestones 

appropriate for this age range.  

 

 

 

 

One mark 

In this example the learner has correctly identified one example of a 

milestone between six and eight years of age. 
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In this example the learner has provided one correct response ‘sew 

large stitches’.  In the second response the learner has not identified 

that the child should be able to cut out shapes ‘accurately’  

 

In this example the learner has identified one correct example of a 

milestone of ‘tie and untie shoelaces’ for one mark.  The second 

response is a milestone achieved from four to five years.  

 

 

 

No marks awarded 

This example demonstrates the importance of learners carefully 

reading and understanding the question.  The learner has provided 

two examples of gross motor development.   
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In this example the learner has provided examples, not relating 

specific milestones in this age range  

 

 

Question 11(b)  

In this question learners were asked to provide two gross motor 

milestones for children aged between five and eight years old.  Many 

learners achieved one mark for this question with most common 

response being riding a bike. 

 

Two mark example 

Learners able to achieve two marks for this question provided good 

examples of appropriate milestones.   In this response the learner 
has provided numerous correct examples, however only two marks 

could be awarded for the question.  
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, 

 

This is another example of a learner identifying two appropriate 

milestones for this question.  

 

 

One mark example 

Some learners were able to correctly gain one mark for this question.  

In this example the learner has correctly identified ‘ride a bike’ for 

one mark.   The second response relates to a milestone achieved 

between four and five years old.  
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In this example, the learner has correctly identified ‘hopscotch’ for 

one mark.   ‘Paint a picture’ is a fine motor skill.  

 

 

 

No marks awarded 

Learners who did not achieve marks for this question provided 

examples of different areas of development.   In this example the 

learner has identified fine motor skills.  
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In this example the learner has identified milestones of an earlier age 

range. 

 

 

Question 12(a)  

Learners were required to identify one gross motor milestone for a 

child aged three years old.    Many learners were able to correctly 

identify appropriate examples achieving the one mark for this 

question. 

One mark  
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No marks 

Some learners identified examples from different areas of 

development. 

 

Here is another example, where a learner has identified a fine motor 

skill 
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Question 12(b)  

This question asked learners to explain how a child’s gross motor 

skills could be supported to meet milestones between three and four 

years old.    

 

Four marks 

 

 

 

In this example, in the first response the learner has been awarded 

two marks.   One mark for adults putting tape out and one further 

mark for an appropriate milestone ‘walk in a straight line’  

In the second response, one mark has been awarded for an obstacle 

course and one further mark for either ‘hop on one foot’ or ‘riding a 

tricycle’  
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In the first response the learner has suggested an outdoor activity of 

hopscotch for one mark and an appropriate milestone of ‘hop on one 

foot’ for a further one mark.   In the second response one mark has 

been awarded for ‘egg and spoon’ race and one further mark for ‘walk 

in a straight line’  
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In this example, in the first response the learner has identified the 

adult can demonstrate an activity to Poppy ‘could show Poppy how 

to…’  for one mark and one further mark for an appropriate milestone 

‘throw a ball’. 

In the second response one mark has been awarded for 

demonstration (adult could show)  and one further mark awarded for 

an appropriate milestone ‘tricycle’  

 

  

 

Three marks   

In this response, one mark has been awarded for ‘teach her’ and one 

further mark for ‘ride a tricycle’.  In the second response, one mark 

has been awarded for an obstacle course,   No appropriate milestone 

has been identified. 
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Two marks 

In this response, in the first response, one mark for an appropriate 

milestone and one mark for providing Poppy with the opportunity to use 

the tricycle 

In the second response no awardable marks as it does not identify aiming 

and throwing a ball   
 

 
 

 

 

In the first response.   One mark for providing equipment such as balls.  No 

further marks for a milestone as the learner have not identified kick a ball 

with force or aim and throw a ball 

Second response:   No marks awarded as no appropriate activity has been 

provided that would link to an appropriate milestone. Where an activity is 

identified but no milestone given, if appropriate links to a milestone could 

be made, a mark could be awarded for the activity/support  
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One mark 

In this example the learner has provided an appropriate milestone in the 

second response ‘hopping one foot’ as an appropriate milestone but has 

not provided an appropriate link e.g., mark out a hopscotch game.    

No marks have been awarded for the first response as this does not provide 

an appropriate activity or milestone.  
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In this response the learner has provided a good example of activity and 

milestone.  One mark has been awarded for ‘provide equipment such as 

balls to encourage Poppy to play with them’ No marks have been awarded 

for ‘throw a ball’ as the learner has not identified ‘aim and throw’.   In the 

second response no marks have been awarded as no activity has been 

provided that would link with an appropriate milestone at this age range 

and no milestone provided 
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No marks awarded 

Some responses did not provide examples of gross motor skills.  In this 

example the learner has identified ways to support overall physical 

development of a child.   

 

In this response the learner has provided examples that are directed 

towards cognitive development.  

 

 

 

Question 13  
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In this question learners were required to provide a three-stage response in 

providing an appropriate milestone, resources and activities and justify how 

these resources/activities could support a child’s cognitive development 

between three and four years.   

 

Six marks 

In this example the learner has identified an appropriate milestone ‘primary 

colours’ in the first response, and have gone on to identify an appropriate 

activity of matching objects (tomatoes) to cards which have colours. The 

expansion goes on to identify that this would encourage problem solving 

skills. 

In the second response the learner has identified a correct milestone ‘heavy 

and light’ and an appropriate activity with objects of different weights.  The 

expansion suggests this will help a child ‘increase their knowledge’  

 

 

 

 

Six marks have been awarded for this response: 

First response:   One mark for knowledge of primary colours 

(milestone).  one mark for appropriate activity (coloured blocks) and one 

further mark for 'remember' (memory recall) 
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Second response:   one mark for plastic animals (activity) one further mark 

for children being able to identify different types (categorisation). One 

further mark for give children experience (linking/new experience)  

 

 

 

 

In this example, one mark has been given for a milestone (primary colours), 

one further mark for a painting activity and one further mark for developing 

memory and recognition. 

In the second response, one mark has been given for the milestone (heavy 

or light) one further mark for objects of different weights and one further 

mark for ‘gain knowledge’. 
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Five mark example 

In this response one mark has been awarded for an activity, treasure hunt, 

as this could lead to a milestone e.g., part of the treasure hunt could include 

activities that assess weight, use of primary colours etc.   One further mark 

has been awarded for the way that this activity would support cognitive 

development, either for ‘thinking’ ‘understanding’ or ‘imagination’ 

In the second response one mark has been awarded for board 

games/memory games and one mark for an appropriate milestone of 

‘understanding categories/matching.  A further mark has been awarded for 

‘enhance memory’ or ‘remember’  
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In this example, in the first response, the learner has identified two 

appropriate milestones; connections between people and places and 

matching.  One mark has therefore been awarded for the activity of 

matching and the milestone of connection between people and events.   

One further mark has been awarded for ‘helps them understand’. 

In the second response, the learner has correctly identified an appropriate 

milestone of ‘tells difference between heavy/light’ for one mark.  One 

further mark for giving them objects of different weights and sizes.   The 

learner has again identified that this activity would ‘help them understand’ 

however, one mark has already been awarded for this in the first response 

no further marks are awarded. 



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2101 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 36 of 64 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

 

 

 

Learners gaining four marks for this question were able to cite an 

appropriate activity, which could link to a milestone at this age range and 

expand in identifying how the activity may support cognitive development.   

In general, those attaining four marks were not able to identify appropriate 

milestones.  

Four marks 
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In this response the learner has been awarded one mark for the paints and 

paper and encouraging Kyle to draw, as this could link to an appropriate 

milestone of primary colours.   One further mark has been given for 

‘remember’.   No milestone has been provided. 

In the second response, one mark has been given for ‘simple books’ as this 

could lead to an appropriate milestone (e.g., making connections between 

people/events or primary colours etc)   one further mark has been provided 

for ‘imagination’   No milestone has been provided.  
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Three marks 

In this response, one mark has been given for providing children with 

counters to improve their number skills.  In the second response, one mark 

has been provided for simple puzzle as this could lead to an appropriate 

milestone (e.g., colours, people and events etc) and one further mark for 

‘get the children’s brains thinking’    
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Two marks 

In this response, one mark has been awarded for ‘different shapes’ 

(resource), one mark for ‘tell which one is bigger of difference’ (milestone of 

arranging objects to categories).  No further marks have been awarded as 

no expansion as to how it supports cognitive development has been 

provided. 

The second response provides a similar example of an activity that would 

support milestone of categorisation.  
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Two marks have been awarded for this response, one for treasure hunt and 

one further mark for ‘investigate’ which can be linked to problem solving. 
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Question 14  

In this question learners were asked to explain two ways a key person could 

promote a child’s emotional and social development to meeting milestones 

of two years old. 

 

Four marks    

 

In the first response, one mark has been awarded for an appropriate 

milestone and one mark for providing an activity to ‘distract her from 

tantrums’. 

In the second response, one mark has been awarded for an appropriate 

milestone of ‘finding it difficult to share’ and one further mark for 

‘socialising’ Elouise with other children in a group activity to encourage 

sharing.   

 

 

 

Here is another example of a response that was awarded four marks.   In 

the first response, one mark has been provided for an appropriate 

milestone (difficulty with sharing) and one further mark for the adult 

encouraging interaction with other children through activities.   In the 
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second response one mark for the appropriate milestone of ‘tantrums’ and 

one further mark for distracting the child from tantrums and talking to her.   

The two milestones provided in this response were common examples 

provided by learners.  

 

 

Three mark example 

In the first response, one mark has been awarded for ‘encourage to express 

feelings’ and one further mark for ‘throwing tantrums’.  

In the second response one mark has been given for one of the following: 

• for smiling 

• being praised 

• ask her questions 

No further marks as no milestone has been provided for this second 

response.  
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In the first response, one mark has been provided for 'make child feel safe' 

(bonding) or for ‘playing with the child’ (maintaining proximity) or for 

‘support them’ (bonding). No further marks as no milestone identified. 

In the second response, one mark has been awarded for encouraging the 

child to play around other children (encouraging socialisation).  One further 

mark has been awarded for 'when they get older, they're not nervous or 

anxious around people or children' This explanation demonstrates that the 

learner understands the milestone of playing alongside/parallel  
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Two mark example 

In the first response, one mark has been awarded for ‘comfort her’ 

(encourage bonding).  No appropriate milestone has been given. 

In the second response, one mark has been awarded for encouraging 

‘group activities’ (encourage relationships)    

No further marks awarded as no milestones have been provided   

 

 
 

 

Here is another example of a two-mark response.   In the first response, 

one mark has been awarded for doing group activities ‘place toys/activities 

out’ (encourage parallel play). 

In the second response, one mark has been awarded for letting her talk to 

other children (encourage relationship/socialisation) Although the child 

played alongside other children at this age, they may be involved in 

interactions with others.  No further marks as no milestones have been 

provided for either response.  
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Question 15  

This question asked learners to explain two ways adults could support the 

communication and language development of a child aged between four 

and five years. 

Four mark example 

In the first response, one mark has been given for ‘sing the nursery rhyme’ 

and one further mark for ‘count to ten’ 

In the second response one mark has been given for ‘adult tell them and 

explain’ (encourage Mohammed to talk) and one further mark for ‘argue 

and answer back’  
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Three mark example 

In the first response, one mark has been awarded for ‘read books to him 

and one further mark for 'get him to say some words back to you' (uses 

language to answer back) 

In the second response, one mark has been awarded for ‘listen to nursery 

rhymes...provide them with new words'   No further marks as no 

appropriate milestone was provided. 

 

 
 

Here is another example of a three mark response.  In the first 

response:   One mark for reading book or singing a song as an activity.  No 

further marks as no milestone provided 

Second response:   One mark for 'show and tell' and one further mark for 

using language to answer back (answer the question that the students ask 

him)  
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Two marks 

In this response, for the first response, one mark is awarded for 'ask 

questions'   No milestone has been provided so no further marks have been 

awarded. 

In the second response, one mark has been awarded for ‘using language to 

argue and answer back' as an appropriate milestone.   No appropriate 

activity is given so no further marks for this response  

 

 
 

 

Here is another example of a two-mark response.   In the first 

response:   One mark for reading to the child.   No further marks as no 

appropriate milestone has been provided 
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Second response:   One mark for singing songs with him.  No further marks 

as no appropriate milestone has been provided.  
 

 
One mark example 

 

One mark has been provided for the first response ‘reading him books’ no 

milestone has been given.   In the second response no marks have been 

provided for ‘bringing Mohammed around other children’ as this response 

could fall within other areas of development so is not specific enough to 

relate to communication and language.  

 

 
 

 

In this response, one mark has been awarded for ‘sing nursery rhymes’ in 

the first response.   No marks have been awarded for the second response 

as the activity does not link to an appropriate milestone.  
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No marks 

In this response the learner has not achieved any marks.  Examples provided 

are general and do not provide an appropriate form of adult support or 

activity or milestone. 
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Question 16  

This final question explored learners’ understanding of fine and gross 

mother development skills for a child aged between one month and twelve 

months old. To achieve marks within the level three band learners needed 

to provide a range of examples of milestones with clear links to another 

area of development.  Learners would need to identify positive and/or 

negative impact of the activities/resources provided and how it may impact 

on another area of development. For example, a response could provide for 

adults giving support to a child by placing objects just out of reach to 

encourage a baby to crawl, which would enable them to explore their 

environment, which links to cognitive development but also supporting 

them in developing friendships with other children.   Without such 

opportunities, children may develop and find difficulty in forming 

meaningful attachments with others. 

 

Whilst many learners were able to cite appropriate milestones falling within 

the 0 – 12 month age range, in some instances specific milestones and ages 

did not match e.g., child should be rolling over at one month. 

Level 3 responses 

 

Top of level three mark band 

This response was awarded marks at the top of level three.  There are good 

examples of appropriate milestones and the learner has expanded 

provided examples of ways adult can support skills.  The response goes on 

to consider the impact on other areas of development.  
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(8 marks) mid-range  
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Another mid range level 3 
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Level three response 

Bottom of level 3. The learner has provided some good examples of adults 

supporting children to explore their environment with use of play mats to 

support sensory development (crinkle) and encouraging the child to roll, 

have them mouthing, grasping, using palmer grasp and sitting 

unsupported. Each of the examples given have been expanded on 

and all are appropriate for the age range. The learner has considered the 
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impact on another area of development however this point hasn't been 

developed sufficiently to demonstrate appropriate milestones. To achieve 

higher marks, appropriate milestones should be provided.  

 

 

 

Level 2 response 
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Middle of level 2 response. Learner has identified several examples of fine 

and gross motor development and shown awareness of how adults can 

support a child in learning to walk and using different grasps. The learner 

goes on to demonstrate awareness of the impact of the resources on a 

child's health and safety which, although doesn't directly relate to another 

area of development, does provide their awareness of wider implications.  
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This response was awarded a score at top of level 2. The learner has 

provided a good example of activity using Duplo bricks to promote use of 

pincer grasp which is appropriate for the age range. However, they have 

moved on to provide examples of milestones achieved at 15 months 

(crayons using palmer grasps). They have provided example of one other 

area of development which is appropriate. To move to level 3 this response 

would need to include appropriate example for the age range. 
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Level 1 
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This response has been given a mark at the top of level 1 because the 

learner has identified a milestone of sitting unsupported and also 

recognised development of the pincer grasp and a child's ability to move 

around (crawl) to reach objects. However, there is no further expansion nor 

link to another area of development providing positive/negative impact. 

 

 

 

 

This example falls at the bottom of level 1 as there are no examples of 

appropriate milestones nor is there any expansion showing the 

negative/positive impact on another area of development. Examples given 

are inconsistent with this age range, e.g. holding little balls using gross 

motor skills and playing catch. 
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Summary 
 

Based on the performance of this paper, learners should: 

 

• Ensure they read questions carefully to ensure they are identifying 

examples from the correct milestones 

• Practice responding to questions that require them to ‘explain’ ‘describe’ or 

‘recommend’ to ensure that they provide an appropriate milestone and a 

resource/activity or way an adult can support development 

• When expanding on responses, ensure that when providing other examples 

of milestones or appropriate activities, such activities are appropriate for 

the age or age range in the question 

• Refer to the specification when preparing for the examination to enable 

them to accurately recall appropriate milestones 

• Refer to sample assessment materials  

• Read the requirements of each question carefully and any guidance points 

to ensure they address each of the areas requested. 
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