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Grade Boundaries 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a 

certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each 

grade, at Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who 

took the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, 

our experts are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – 

this means that they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular 

grade.  

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to 

ensure learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of 

variation in the external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess 

different parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair 

to learners if we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because 

then it would not take accessibility into account. 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html 

 

Unit 1: Patterns of Child Development (21486E) 

Grade Unclassified 
Level 1 

Pass 

Level 2 

Pass Merit Distinction 

 

Boundary 

Mark 

 

0 

 

15 
23 31 40 
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Introduction  
 

The external assessment process was considered to be appropriate and fit for 

purpose.   

 

Since the 1801 introduction of some new format to questions and marks 

awarded, there has been a very slight difference on learner achievement whilst 

some of these changes have been embraced within centres.   The 6 mark 

question still continues to be challenging for learners, however some evidence 

indicates better understanding of requirements.    

 

Question performance appears qualitatively different to a small degree in terms 

of content of those questions requiring application of knowledge.  More learners 

are relating appropriate activities to relevant milestones.   However, recall of 

accurate milestones still appears to prove challenging to learners particularly on 

direct recall questions.   There was more evidence that learners were 

consolidating knowledge particularly for L1/P criteria.   There was a smaller slight 

upward shift also for questions 14, 15 and 16. 

 

There is more evidence of learners attaining marks within the level 2- and 3-mark 

bands and this was primarily due to the ability of learners to link the question to 

appropriate examples and other areas of development.   However, again 

accuracy and lack of presence of appropriate milestones was evident. 

 

Of those learners achieving Merit and above, there was clear evidence of 

consolidation of knowledge and understanding and those learners achieving 

Distinction, application of critical thinking was evident in responses, particularly 

the final question. 

 

Overall the paper performed similar to previous series however, very slight shifts 

are becoming evident and this may be due to the feedback provided in exam 

reports and the continual refinement and review of the ways that questions are 

developed. 
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Individual Questions 

 
Questions 1 – 6  

 

There is evidence that many learners are achieving better marks for these 

questions. These questions were more related to general aspects of growth and 

development and performance was of a good standard with approximately 80% 

of learners gaining full marks for 1 mark questions. The question asked learners 

to identify how adults could meet children’s physical needs.  Approximately 73% 

of learners failed to achieve one mark No obvious explanation as to why this item 

did not perform as well as other one mark questions can be provided.   

 

Question 7 (a) (b) (c) 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:   B1 

 

(a) And (b)  

These two questions were presented as an image of a child with a toy in their 

mouth and anothr with a photograph.   Learners were asked to identify the age 

and age range a child should be within. 

 

More learners were able to achieve one mark for 7a than 7b.  Though there did 

appear to be a significantly higher number of learners achieving 1 mark for each 

of these questions.  Learners appear to be able to identify age ranges where the 

range is bigger as in 7a.  Whereas question 7b had a tighter age range of one year 

 

(c )  Most learners were able to state the correct area of development for 

questions 7 (a) and (b).  However some learners cited physical, gross, fine motor 

development. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6                

Version 1  

L2 Lead Examiner Report 2001 CPLD 

Unit 1 Patterns of Child Development (21486E) 

Question 8 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 

Learners were asked to identify two gross motor milestones of a child aged nine 

months.  Many learners were able to gain two marks for this question.  

However, some learners provided examples from other areas of development, 

specifically fine motor development 

 

2 mark response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 mark 

 

 

 



 

7                

Version 1  

L2 Lead Examiner Report 2001 CPLD 

Unit 1 Patterns of Child Development (21486E) 

 

 

0 marks 

In these responses learnrs have given milestones tht could relate more to fine 

motor or other areas of development. 
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Question 9 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 

Learners were asked to give a way adults could support children’s speaking and 

listenting skils.   More learners achieved one mark for this response.   This may 

have been due to the response not requiring specific milestones and some good 

responses were recorded, the most common being telling stories and asking 

questions. 

 

1 mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 10 (a), (b) 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 

 

(a)  In this question learners were required to provide one social and emotional  

milestone of a child aged 18 months.   Some learners were able to gain 
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at least one mark for this response.   Common responses including enjoy 

being around siblings/other children and insistent on immediate 

attention to needs.  Those learners who did not achieve marks for this 

question often provided milestones for older age ranges or milestones 

from cognitive or language areas of development 

 

2 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

1 mark 

 

 

 

 

0 marks 

In this response the learner has not identified appropriate milestones and has 

cited another area of development. 
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10 (b)   

 

A two-mark questions requiring learners to identify two emotional and social 

milestones a child should reach by 18 months old.   Some learners were able to 

achieve 2 marks for this response.   However, some learners found this 

question, like 10a challenging.  More common responses included playing 

alongside/parallel to others, onlooker play, inability to share and tantrums 

 

2 marks  

The learner has cited two appropriate milestones both in the mark scheme 

 

 

 

 

0 marks 
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Question 11 A and B 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1  

 

 

Questions A and B focused on fine motor skills of a child aged four years and 

five to eight years old.   Some learners were able to achieve at least one mark 

for this response.   However, many responses focused on the type of grasp a 

child of this age would use and more general examples such as colouring in 

pictures.  It was noted in some cases that learners found difficulty in delineating 

between the two age ranges for A and B. and there were examples of 

milestones e.g., tie shoelaces (for 11b) in 11a.   

 

2 marks 

 

 

1 mark 
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0 marks 

It is important that learners take time to read and understand the question and 

what is required.   In this example, the learner has cited other areas of 

development.  This was quite common and particularly gross motor 

development 

 

 

 

 

11B 

Some good responses where some learners were able to achieve at least one 

mark.   

 

 

2 marks 

Some learners achieved two marks 

In this response one mark has been awarded for tie shoelaces and one further 

mark for clear handwriting. 
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1 mark 

 

 

 

 

Some learners were unable to identify correct milestones.   In this response the 

learner may not have read the question carefully as they have cited gross not 

fine motor skills. 

 

 

0 marks 
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Question 12 (a), (b) 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1 

 

 

(a) This question asked learners to identify how adults could support Soni’s 

physical needs.   Many learners were able to provide good responses 

for this question outdoor activities, sleep, rest and ventilation being 

examples.    

 

1 mark 

 

 

 

 

0 marks 

Those who did not gain marks for this question provided examples of actual 

activities or did not provide specific examples 

 

 

 

(b)  In this question more learners were able to achieve at least 2 or 3 marks 

for this question identified appropriate activities to promote gross 

motor development. 

Through marking it was found that questions that focused on gross 

motor skills tended to perform better than where the focus was on 

other areas of development. 
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4 marks 

The first response:   one mark has been awarded for throw OR catch as a milestone and 

one further mark has been awarded for ball (resource/adult support) 

Second response on mark has been given for football as an appropriate activity and one 

further mark for kick.  No mark has been given for ball in the second response as this 

was the resource provided in the first response. 

 

 

 

 

In this response one mark has been given for ball and one further mark for ball 

in the first response.   In the second response one mark has been provided for 

the activity of obstacle course and one further mark for ‘running, jumping and 

coordination’ (run avoiding obstacles) 
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2 marks 

 

In the first response the learner has provided examples from an older age range 

so no marks have been awarded. 

In the second response the learner has identified providing a rope to encourage 

skipping which would attract 2 marks 
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Question 13 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1, C1 

 

 

Question 13 provided a scenario of a teaching assistant working with children 

aged five years and asked learners to consider the types of activities that she 

could prepare to support children’s cognitive development between five and 

eight years. 

 

This is a six-mark question and in previous series learners appeared to struggle 

to gain the full six marks.    There was some evidence this series that learners 

were understanding the format and requirements of this question and learners 

were able to achieve 5 and 6 marks for this question. 

 

6 marks 

In the first response, one mark for recognise numbers up to 100 (milestone); 

one mark for the activity (number cards on table) and one further mark for 

‘remember’ (recall) 

In the second response, one mark for clock (activity) one mark for tell the time 

(milestone) and one further mark for ‘think hard’ (problem solve) 
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6 marks 

 

In the first response one mark for ‘count to 100’  one further mark for an activity 

of singing/rhymes and one further mark for ‘help them to remember’ (recall).     

In the second response, one mark for ‘add simple numbers together’ (simple 

calculations)  and one further mark for ‘matching colours; activity and one 

further mark for ‘learn them’ (develop memory) 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Marks 

 

In the first response one mark is given for clock, one further mark for ‘telling the 

time’ and one mark for ‘try out new times’ (learn new experiences or problem 

solve) 

 

In the second response, one mark is awarded for ‘times tables’ and one mark 

for ‘increase their knowledge’ (develop memory) 
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5 marks  

In the first response the learner has given an example of coloured beads as an 

activity earning 1 mark.  1 mark has been awarded for simple maths (simple 

calculations).   No further marks have been awarded for how the resources will 

promote cognitive development (e.g., encourages memory).   In the second 

response, one mark has been awarded for ‘times tables’, 1 mark for making up 

song/rhymes for the activity and one further mark for ‘help them to memorise’ 

(encouraging memory/recall) 
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4marks 

For the first response, one mark has been awarded for providing role play 

(activity in a shop) one mark has been awarded for ‘work out how much to give’ 

(simple calculations under appropriate milestone) and one further mark for 

‘work out how much to give’ (problem solving skills for the cognitive development 

In the second response, one mark has been awarded for an activity (map for a 

hunt).  No further marks have been awarded as problem solving (how to work 

questions out) has been provided in the first response 
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3 marks 

In the first response one mark for ‘numerals up to 100’  and one mark for ‘brain 

is thinking’ (problem solving) 

 

In the second response, one mark for ‘clock’  no further marks are awarded as 

the response uses similar examples as the first response (problem solving, using 

brain) 
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Question 14 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1 C1 

 

 

 

Question 14 

This question required learners to provide explanations of how the emotional 

and social development of a child aged six months could be supported.   Many 

learners were able to achieve at least 2 marks for this question.   Some learners 

were able to provide at least one example of an appropriate milestone.  There 

were a number of responses where learners had not read the question and 

provided responses that related either to older milestones or other areas of 

development. 

 

4 marks 

In the first response one mark for ‘play with him…’ and one further mark for ‘so 

he smiles’ (milestone)      

In the second response one mark has been awarded for ‘show emotions with 

facial expressions’ and one further mark for ‘focus on their face’  

 

 

 

 

4 Marks 
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In the first response, one mark for ‘teddies to show emotions’ (helping him to 

express emotions.   One further mark for ‘alert to emotions’ (recognise emotions) 

In the second response, one mark for ‘peak a boo’ (expressing feelings through 

activities/mimic facial expressions) and one further mark for ‘smile’ (in the mark 

scheme)  

 

 

 

 

3 marks 

In the first response the learner has provided appropriate adult support (praising 

and modelling behaviours) for one mark.   One further mark has been awarded 

for an appropriate milestone, smiling.   The second response the learner has 

provided milestones which are at a later age range, however one mark has been 

awarded for ‘making Aaron feel comfortable’ (Bonding) 
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In this response, one mark has been given for ‘getting him used to a member of 

staff’ (bonding)  

In the second response one mark for ‘do gestures with face’ (mimic facial 

expressions) and one further mark for ‘make Aaron smile to recognise faces 

(smile) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 marks 

 

In this response, one mark has been given for ‘try and create a closer 

relationship’ (bonding).    

In the second response one mark has been given for ‘so they could encourage 

him to clap’ (role modelling/mimic/copy/interacting) 
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No appropriate milestones have been identified in this response. 

 

 

 

 

 

0 marks 

Some learners were unable to provide age appropriate examples of adult 

support or milestones.  In this response the learner has provided examples of 

milestones achieved at a later age range. 
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Question 15 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 C1 

 

This question asked learners to consider two ways that adults could support a 

child’s gross motor development between five and eight years.  There were 

some good responses to this question where learners were able to provide 

some good examples of appropriate activities.   Those achieving further marks 

were able to cite appropriate milestones linked to the activities. 

 

 

4 marks 

Some learners were able to provide a number of good examples of activities 

and milestones.   In the first response, this learner has identified an activity 

(roller skating and gymnastics) as a way of encouraging children’s balance (in 

mark scheme) as well as balance on a beam.    In the second response they have 

identified appropriate group activities (dodge ball, bulldog) and an appropriate 

milestone (dodge) 
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3 Marks. 

In this response the learner has provided an example of communication and 

language which would not attract any marks. 

For the second response the learner has provided examples of two activities 

(basketball and football) and an appropriate milestone (skipping).    As no marks 

have been awarded for the first response there are 3 marks for this second 

response (the two activities and the milestone) 

 

 

 

3 Marks 

In this example there are two marks in the first response.  1 mark for supporting 

coordination and balance and an appropriate milestone of dodging.  Running 

alone would not attract marks. 

In the second response the learner has identified appropriate milestones of 

hopping and jumping, either would achieve 1 mark.   However, there is no 

appropriate activity or resource linked with this response e.g., playing 

hopscotch, jumping over low beams. 
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2 marks 

In this response the learner has identified running forwards and backwards.  This 

is a milestone achieved at an earlier age.   Responses that providing examples of 

running were not awarded marks alone unless they could provide examples of 

appropriate milestones, e.g., swerve and dodge.   In the second response the 

learner has provided an appropriate activity (hopscotch) and a milestone (jump) 
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Question 16 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1, C1 

 

 

Question 16. 

This question required learners to consider a theme ‘All about me’ and 

demonstrate the way the theme could be used to promoted language and 

communication, other areas of development and positive and negative impacts 

on children’s holistic development.     A good response was one that made clear 

links to the theme, provided stage appropriate milestones and clear links to other 

areas of development, again providing examples of appropriate milestones.  

Some good responses have been found in this question.   Where learners have 

achieved higher marks, they have provided examples of links to the theme and 

provided activities linking to communication and language as well as another 

area of development.   Those responses achieving higher marks were more able 

to apply appropriate milestones to each of the examples and to demonstrate 

both positive and negative effects e.g., if a child were not provided such 

opportunities how it would impact on communication and language and other 

areas of development. 

 

Level 1: Common responses: tended to discuss the communication theme - my 

family, about myself and others.  They sometimes expanded saying children 

should talk to each other.   No specific examples, no links to other areas other 

than a brief mentions were observed e.g., ‘they may not want to talk so they are 

not confident’.  Responses at the higher end of this band passing over to Level 2 

demonstrated a little more example, and it was clear the learner had made 

attempts to link theme to activities relating to communication and cited another 

area of development as well as an example. 

 

Level 2 band:   tended to have a little more elucidation, they discussed in more 

detail with some good examples, in some instances milestones were cited but 

they were not often clear e.g., talk in sentences (rather than complex).  At the 

higher end of the mark band moving into band 3, there was more evidence of 

good examples and linking to other areas of development; in some instances 

these were not always explicit and examples provided were brief as to negative 

and positive impact.  
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Level 3 band.   You will see some much more detailed responses which are more 

likely to provide examples of milestones e.g., common ones reviewed:  use of 

words, because, what, when etc.; what happened/might happen; reasoning; 

explains ideas;   There were also some that gave milestones for a different area 

of development (negotiating with others; expressing emotions positively).   There 

are more examples, judgements made and clear links between the theme, 

communication and language and another area of development 

 

Level 1 Mark Band or 1 or 0 

 

Some learners provided responses that did not give examples linked to the 

theme or clear examples of links to communication and language and 

appropriate milestones.    

 

In this example, the first paragraph provides example of physical development 

with no link to the theme or language and communication. 

The second paragraph provides an example of communication (rhymes) and 

talking about emotions eluding to emotional development.   

The third paragraph provides an overview of positive and negative factors but 

lacks real example or link to the context of the question.    
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 Level 1 Mark Band (2) 

 

This response provides some example of appropriate activities that can 

encourage communication and language.   However, there are no direct links to 

the theme of ‘All about me’ nor clear links and examples to another area of 

development that link to the theme other than supporting fine and gross motor 

development. 
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Level 2 mark band  (6) 

This response provides some good examples of different activities that can 

encourage children to develop language and communication skills.   There are 

clear links to social development and encouraging children to discuss and ask 

questions.   To achieve higher marks the response would need to include 

examples of appropriate milestones. 
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Level 3 Mark Band (8)   

A good response that is succinct and provides examples of the way the theme 

can be used to develop communication and language skills as well as links to 

cognitive development (learning about each other’s culture, background etc.    

There is a further good example of links to cognitive development through 

developing understanding of foods.    To improve marks the response would 

need to provide examples of appropriate milestones linked to these areas of 

development 
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Mark 7/8 

In this response the learner has provided some good examples of activities that 

link to the theme as well as providing some good links to other areas of 

development including social and cognitive.   There is reference to some 

appropriate milestones and an attempt has been made to consider the negative 

impact.  Overall a good example 
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9 marks 
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Summary 
 

Overall this series has performed similarly with previous series. Learners do well 

on MCQ and short answer responses requiring recall. There was evidence that 

learners are achieving higher marks through making appropriate links and 

application of knowledge to holistic nature of child development.    

 

Learners need to ensure that they thoroughly read questions to ensure they 

provide accurate responses for example in some instances where questions 

focused on fine motor milestones, some learners provided responses for gross 

motor milestones.     

 

Learners would also achieve higher marks if they consider the way that areas of 

development link to other areas of development as well as the positive and 

negative effects on other areas of development.    

 

There was some evidence that learners were developing their work and would 

benefit from reading example scenarios which provide support in framing 

responses. 
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