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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a
certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each
grade, at Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not
take accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit 1: Patterns of Child Development

Level 1 Level 2
Grade Unclassified
Pass Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 15 23 31 40
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Individual Questions

Multiple Choice questions

Questions 1-6

Many learners are achieving better marks for these questions in comparrion to past
exam series. These questions were related to general aspects of growth and
development and performance was of a good standard with approximately 80% of
learners gaining full marks for 1 mark questions.

Question 7 (a) (b) (c)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

(a) and (b)

These two questions were presented as an image of a mirror and a child holdiong
their hands and stating ‘Il can count to 100" They asked learners to identify the age
range a child should be within to achieve these milestones.

More learners were able to achieve one mark for 7b than 7a. Learners have
historically found difficulty in identifying exact age ranges or ages and this appears
more significant when learners identify earlier age ranges

(c) Learners were required to identify the area of development being promoted in
the images used for 7 (a) and 7 (b). Most learners were able to state the correct area
of development for this question.
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Question 8

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

Learners were asked to identify two cognitive milestones a child should reach from
seven years old. Many learners were able to gain two marks for this question. The
most common responses were ‘tell the time’, ‘conserve quantities’ ‘understand the need

for rules’ and ‘uses rules’,

These are examples of a 2 mark response
. Jrare
1. FYom.SeVEAN years oich . 0. LA SN0 A wdneted to. tCW

2 A Cond SNOMIA also. bR AL to. ONSeYVR  GUANKitill and. . ...

years oiq.

1 Child gcan dlo 0. §tmple. calcvlotton .

 Child can de count up to 100 -

This is an example of a 1 mark response
years oid.

1 can. draw o detwled drawring/pictiure .

2. Ccan_count from vumbess. 1-100.
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0 marks were awarded for this response.

In this response the learner provided an example of physical development and not
cognitive development which was required.

1%331.:*& beable. lo SkiP buth a rofe
2. H-eﬁ sl L?e able  to gomobﬁhmmn::

Question 9

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

Learners were asked to identify the age range of a child who can begin to play
coopertively and show clear friendship preferences

Some learners were able to achieve one mark for this question with a correct
response of between three and four years. However, many learners were unable to
identify the correct age or range, often giving much older age/age ranges.

It appears that some learners may struggle when they are required to identify specific
ages or age ranges which cover a period of around six to twelve months.
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Question 10 (a) and(b)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

(@)  Learners were required to provide one gross motor milestone a child should reach
between six and 12 months

Many candidates were able to achieve one mark for this question

1.

2.
Should  stewt  to Wt eble de  exees|

Some learners not achieving marks gave examples of milestones from different age
ranges

1.

Cade o xfycic\e
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Or provided examples from another area of development

mao-

(b)  Learners were required to identify two fine motor milestones a child should reach
between six and 12 months old. More learners achieved one mark for this question
and many were unable to achieve one mark. Learners appear to struggle when linking
milestones to age/stage of development for age ranges between birth and 12 months.

This is an example of a 2 mark response

...... ca .0.............p..\.(;.!:....._._up..........Q@c.czt.s......us.l.m_g....,....pl.QU‘;[‘.....Q.[Q.Sp,........._

AN, uw\g ANdEX.. flnge{

These are examples of a 1 mark response

1.

\ Y U

dmﬁgf’?éf)ﬂcfrw
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2.
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This is an example of a response that received 0 marks

C\Owun_cj

Question 11

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

This question required learners to identify two gross motor milestones a child at four
years should reach

This is an example of a response that was awarded 2 marks. Both examples are
expected milestones reached by a child aged between two and a half and four years.
Many learners were able to achieve one mark for this question providing one good
example.

Ty g e w -

This is an example of a response that achieved 1 mark. Some examples were of
milestones reached at an older age
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L hoP on one  feey

This is an example of a response awarded 0 marks

Some responses gave examples of running which is not accepted without
forwards/backwards as run on its own is achieved at two years old

1 € wf\r\\x\ﬂ e

Q. ces 0NN w@ B

Question 12 (a), (b)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

(a) This question required learners to identify two communication and language
milestones a child should reach between six and 12 months. Learners appeared to
struggle with this question and often gave much older milestones as examples.
Some learners were able to achieve two marks with the most common examples
provided being ‘understands no’ and ‘strings of babbling’. Whilst babbling is linked to
Ba and da at six months old, it was accepted on its own without the ‘ba’ and ‘da’
extension.

This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks

Both responses provide examples of correct milestones

10
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1 ONGRIRONAS tne word .m0
2. (N COMONN SUMPLe INSKIUCEIONS..... .
This is an example of a response awarded 0 marks

The milestones are not appropriate, and one relates to gross motor development which is
not a communication and language milestone

- Sm@m%‘r\mmm/ E
- QAD QOO 0P SEANES / Q. (TNKING
This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark

1 mark was awarded for 'respond to own name' as this is appropriate for 'knows own
name"Recognising familiar faces’is a cognitive milestone and therefore not the correct
area of development being asked for within the question.

(b) Some learners were able to identify at least one way an adult could support the
emotional and social development of a child between six and twelve months but
found difficulty in identifying accurate links to gain further marks. More learners
were able to achieve one mark for this question.

Some learners were able to achieve 2 marks for this question providing examples of
resources and activities.
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This is an example of a response awarded 4 marks

In the first response, 1 mark was awarded for ‘smiling’ (encourages bonding) and 1 mark for
‘specific attachments’ (milestones)

In the second response, 1 mark for ‘keeping proximity’ and 1 further mark for ‘separation
anxiety’

o RLCRCA 2PN SY .. attﬂ/quc A

2. SERURHON...Q2 1LY .. LS. QLSO THULGIG. . L. JE. AA...............
KR, ... SQ..... L. ot R XAV ... CRET... SARRUCU bt Ao
2 2

This is an example of a response awarded 3 marks

In the first response, 1 mark has been awarded for ‘maintain close proximity’and 1 further
mark for ‘so Khalid develops trust and does not feel alone’ (form specific attachments)
1 mark for the second response, for ‘separation anxiety’

12
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This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks

In the first response. 1 mark for ‘form a bond’ (support)
In the second response, 1 mark for ‘comfort’ or ‘so he feels safe/secure’ (encourage security).
No response linking to appropriate milestones was given

(%)
_Oce . m‘g A LA oAL s Mrolal e A O0x L

2 POORORE.BONG. A AL CO00ROTE. . LA oGS TINEN o <\ % WE—_—
S w SN = SRR = & = WRRTN = S TR w o S~ U O SN & < =4\ SR — . U S
ST = W — . . o

This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark

In the first response, 1 mark was awarded for ‘specific attachments’
No further marks have been awarded as examples are not age appropriate

poke  Khowid  Seel Cicker OS b3 8-q
MONENY . Are. bobies u&w:u.ua 8%

PecSic 0 _________b&wm&S
ooy 12 moenens Knauid - Showd be
C\Om &3 Efiou._oxe) . Reror . X0 ﬁf\ﬂlcun.rﬂ é@. .........

Whan ke doey  Sometni
wra Ty i no. Mr&“ﬂm..

{Total for Question 12 = 6 marks)

14

@ Pearson



.’BTEC L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (Unit 1: Patterns of Child Development
y (21486E)

Question 13

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1, C1

Some learners were able to achieve at least one mark in identifying communication
and language milestones reached by a child between three and four years. However,
many responses gave milestones achieved at a much later age

This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks

1 mark for ‘simple questions’ and 1 further mark for ‘simple sentences’

Mle Lo Satd AMNe. Sentances.

e f/@m wn. qdule
Ao ask. .. -, .

This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark

1 mark awarded for ‘speak fluently’

W OAOUIALL R
) Mind Ul DnOULA. 108 Ouad. D kA Oundh
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This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark

1 mark awarded for ‘be able to form a sentence’

m%ﬁm _________ %f __________ DO -

Question 14

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 C1

This was a six-mark question. Learners were required to explain two ways a child’s
cognitive skills could be supported aged four years old. Each response required learners to
provide three stages. A resource/activity/or adult support (Board games, photographs, arts
and crafts); link to an appropriate milestone (arrange into categories, making connections
between people) and demonstrate how that would support cognition (encourages
memory, recall, problem solving)

This is an example of a response awarded 5 marks

16
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In the first response, 1 mark has been awarded for the role play area, 1 mark for using
imaginative skills. No appropriate milestone has been identified

In the second response, 1 mark for game of snap (activity); 1 mark for ‘to improve his
memory’ and 1 further mark for ‘to match them up’ (arranging objects into categories)

e e WU AR QUIN{SRAS. S
ANt QNa ks ke person. COUt iy

e Hpas. e e cowa

LD, MOECh thom up..
QAN pgn AL QO R

ITatal far Nuastinn 14 = & markel

This is an example of a response awarded 4 marks

15t response: 1 mark for ‘simple maths’ (as a child should be starting to count to 10) 1 mark
for problem solving. No appropriate milestone has been given

2" response. 1 mark for memory game or cards with colours and 1 further mark for
‘imaginative’. No appropriate milestone has been given

17
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This is an example of a response awarded 4 marks
1*' response: 1 mark for memory cards (activity) 1 mark for ‘match up the pairs’ (arrange into
categories) No further marks as no ‘how they support Grant's cognitive skills.
2" response: 1 mark for treasure hunt (activity), 1 mark for ‘make him think’ using thinking skills.
No further marks awarded

~Yaick.and wse his brain.inorder for.
i Yo reoch the end-
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This is an example of a response awarded 3 marks

15 response: 1 mark for colour matching game and 1 further mark for problem solving

2"d response: 1 mark for maths games No further marks given as problem solving
has already been awarded a mark in first response.

o Grranec KRy perell).CanQus 0 Suppoct hy. EﬂC‘_{}u_ﬂﬂgmg ____________________
Gront. £0 (emeiet+e g ioulmuChug 9eme - Thic ..

e AILDELY B L AR s prosent - SOWNG skdler. ...
e Qad G reenbarnt € -

o Qckues and taer Wil ReLY wid ghewr ...mumf-
o SKeLLs: S R

Question 15

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 C1

Learners were required to explain two ways a child’s emotional and social
development could be supported to reach milestones between four and five years

Many learners were able to achieve at least two marks for this question

19
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This is an example of a response awarded 4 marks

For the first response, 1 mark for quiz (activity) and 1 mark for work as a team to try
to win (negotiate with others)

For the second response, 1 mark for scooter activity and 1 mark for ‘will have to talk
...and come up with a plan to share’ (cooperate with others)

1oaTee o el Dersony... . .QaUld.. PUE..on G Quiz..
Q0. Bas. &A\d\f% ............. hove 40 .4k . Ao groue}
[ Y N € \"GY ol S s (L ¢ S tean.. .. ko by bow
s Atons. By o hove. 40 tal ...
g 0.[\(5-. ...................... SOCOMSL . . o .

2. coo\eh.. e koM. Habe. A0 b N
CSOCAES L COL S, MOMIQU L) 0K SN IR AL
..... Con . VONE o 6x e RouAs N Sa

Hay s VWowe AL (Total for Question 15 = 4 marks)

WU Y ealle OVav NG GO LR Wu
oo dloun YO Sov e, Hag Lol Swols
thok  Mar Peson  Maak 003X \owk
One 0 RSk and woud  hZWL A Qo,
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This is an example of a response awarded 3 marks

For the first response 1 mark has been awarded for ‘encourage to make friendships’
(adult support) and 1 mark for ‘cooperative play’ (milestone.

For the second response, 1 mark for ‘board game’. No further marks were awarded
as 1 mark has already been given for friendship in the first response

1Thr ﬁm OCSen @\—Qm\d QPQC“ED{’f. RS gl aealss
E:f._&?fdﬁm ....... wilra . CooPeraiaye.. @1%_ e
hf‘m an_n.( S0 r%iftuw*

, Con. Dek o poad aaune foc hec Such as
Q\&%x OO0 C!.né}." adi Clndhechh (nuelies
Cbmﬂmmmm:}rﬂ help. 5 fecend —

This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks

In the first response 1 mark for ‘encouraging Carrie to talk’ (adult support) No
milestone has been given

In the second response 1 mark by ‘encouraging Carrie to interact with others’. No
further marks are awarded for ‘make friends’ as this is not the milestone for this age
e.g., 'develops close friendships’

21
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This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks

In the first response 1 mark has been given for encouraging ‘working in pairs’ No
milestone has been given

In the second response 1 mark for encourage her to ‘dress up’ (role play). No
milestone has been provided and therefore cannot be awarded

Yt wetld ke Camrie uoorts._tp Pars
O e\ o Qloup.. the . bl hae QU fosatiie
IMpack en. Soc\ . ANe\TRM enk !
2 MSo encocuaye her Lo diess tp and
Xpless. Lhow. She. . S }e.a/iffgﬂwﬁ
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This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks

In the first response 1 mark has been given for encouraging ‘working in pairs’ No
milestone has been given

In the second response 1 mark for encourage her to ‘dress up’ (role play). No
milestone has been provided and therefore cannot be awarded

1Hec. \.’\.Efd Petson .. O Od\  Cackivives .
hat weidd. ke Cattie . woerts(n Pars
OC. et 0 oo Qoup. Hie will aue  c pesatic
IMpack en. Godd\_ AR ent

2 AlSa..¢ neocdgye her Lo dless up  and ..

This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark

In the first response,1 mark has been awarded in the first response for ‘teams’ or
‘socialising’

The second response repeats the first response, encouraging group play (teams)
again to encourage socialising. No milestones have been provided

23
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Question 17

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1, C1

This final question required learners to consider how a theme of ‘healthy eating’ could support
children’s cognitive development between five and eight years old. Learners were asked to refer
to resources and activities that would be appropriate for this age range and how they can be used
to promote cognitive development. Learners were also required to think more critically towards
the impact (positive and/or negative) on one other area of development.

An activity, for example measuring out food ingredients to make a healthy snack, should be linked
to early maths skills. A child could help prepare these healthy snacks and encouraged to think
about the benefits they have to their health such as, energy, muscle growth and to be able to take
part in physical activities with peers. Whereas a lack of appropriate foods could cause health
issues and lack of energy which could restrict physical energy or concentration. Learners could
have considered the foods common in other cultures, and the related health benefits.

24
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In this response, the learner has identified the benefits of healthy eating and provided a few
examples. However, there is no link to the activities or age/ stage milestones or any other
support or resources a key person could provide.

This response was placed in mark band 1
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Learners achieving marks in mark band 2 were able to provide examples of activities and the ways
they could link to cognitive development. Some were able to extend their responses to include
other areas of development although links made were general and provided no examples.

These responses were placed in mark band 2
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In the following example, the learner provided a response that encourages children to
try fruit and ask questions. The learner demonstrated how trying the fruit might
encourage them to eat more which would support their physical development. The
learner also considered other cultures (knowledge and understanding of the world).
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To gain higher marks the learner would have needed to provide more links between cognition and
healthy eating and how it could support children’s development. There is no discussion as to the
positive and negative impact on another area of development other than understanding of the
world.

This response was placed at the bottom of mark band 3
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In this response the learner has provided an example of learning language and social
interaction with children as well as making links between cognition (memory and recall
through activities about healthy eating choices.

This response was placed in the middle of mark band 3
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This example shows a good response making links made between cognition/healthy
eating/appropriate resources and activities e.g., memory games, role play, maths,
maps where children have to problem solve and links made to social interaction and
physical activity

This response was placed at the top of mark band 3
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In this example, the learner has given examples of how adults can support children’s fine motor
skills through drawing activities of healthy fruits and vegetables.

The response goes on to link simple calculations; with healthy eating and provides an in-depth
example. There are age appropriate milestones e.g., counting to 100 and how children can be
encouraged to problem solve together promoting social and communication skills.

There is further explanation demonstrating links to emotional development promoting
confidence as well as consideration of a negative effect if children are not encouraged to engage
in these activities.

This response was placed at the top of mark band 3
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Ssummary

This includes LE recommendations, e.g. Based on their performance on this paper,
learners should: (then include between five and ten bullet points)

If appropriate, refer and link to the specification and/or sample assessment
materials (SAMs) located on the BTEC First qualification webpage located here.
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