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Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 

occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our 

qualifications website at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html for our 

BTEC qualifications. 

 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html 

 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help 

of a subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson. Their 

contact details can be found on this link:  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/teachers.html 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at https://www.edexcelonline.com 

You will need an Edexcel Online username and password to access this service. 
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every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 
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100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high 

standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more 

about how we can help you and your learners at: www.pearson.com/uk 
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Grade Boundaries 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a 

certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each 

grade, at Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 

the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 

are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that 

they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade. 

  

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure 

learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the 

external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different 

parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if 

we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not 

take accessibility into account. 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html 

 

Unit 1: Patterns of Child Development 

Grade Unclassified 
Level 1 

Pass 

Level 2 

Pass Merit Distinction 

Boundary 

Mark 
0 15 23 31 40 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
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Individual Questions 

 
Multiple Choice questions 

 

Questions 1 – 6  

 

Many learners are achieving better marks for these questions in comparrion to past 

exam series.  These questions were related to general aspects of growth and 

development and performance was of a good standard with approximately 80% of 

learners gaining full marks for 1 mark questions.  

 

Question 7 (a) (b) (c) 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:   B1 

 

(a) and (b)  

These two questions were presented as an image of a mirror and a child holdiong 

their hands and stating ‘I can count to 100’   They asked learners to identify the age 

range a child should be within to achieve these milestones. 

 

More learners were able to achieve one mark for 7b than 7a.   Learners have 

historically found  difficulty in identifying exact age ranges or ages and this appears 

more significant when learners identify earlier age ranges 

 

(c )  Learners were required to identify the area of development being promoted in 

the images used for 7 (a) and 7 (b). Most learners were able to state the correct area 

of development for this question. 
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Question 8 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 

Learners were asked to identify two cognitive milestones a child should reach from 

seven years old.  Many learners were able to gain two marks for this question.  The 

most common responses were ‘tell the time’, ‘conserve quantities’ ‘understand the need 

for rules’ and ‘uses rules’. 

 

These are examples of a 2 mark response 

 

 
 

This is an example of a 1 mark response  

 
  



 

6                

Version DCL2 

L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (Unit 1: Patterns of Child Development 

(21486E) 

0 marks were awarded for this response.  

 

In this response the learner provided an example of physical development and not 

cognitive development which was required.  

 
 
Question 9 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 

Learners were asked to identify the age range of a child who can begin to play 

coopertively and show clear friendship preferences 

Some learners were able to achieve one mark for this question with a correct 

response of between three and four years.   However, many learners were unable to 

identify the correct age or range, often giving much older age/age ranges.       

 

It appears that some learners may struggle when they are required to identify specific 

ages or age ranges which cover a period of around six to twelve months. 
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Question 10 (a) and(b) 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 

 

(a)   Learners were required to provide one gross motor milestone a child should reach 

between six and 12 months 

 

Many candidates were able to achieve one mark for this question  

1. 

 
 
2. 

 
 
3. 

 
 

Some learners not achieving marks gave examples of milestones from different age 

ranges 

 

1. 
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Or provided examples from another area of development 

 

2. 

 
 

(b) Learners were required to identify two fine motor milestones a child should reach 

between six and 12 months old.   More learners achieved one mark for this question 

and many were unable to achieve one mark.   Learners appear to struggle when linking 

milestones to age/stage of development for age ranges between birth and 12 months. 

 

This is an example of a 2 mark response  

 

 

 
 

These are examples of a 1 mark response   

 

1. 

 

 
2. 
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This is an example of a response that received 0 marks 

 

 
 
Question 11  

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1  

 

This question required learners to identify two gross motor milestones a child at four 

years should reach    

 

This is an example of a response that was awarded 2 marks. Both examples are 

expected milestones reached by a child aged between two and a half and four years.   

Many learners were able to achieve one mark for this question providing one good 

example.    

 

 

 

This is an example of a response that achieved 1 mark.  Some examples were of 

milestones reached at an older age 
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This is an example of a response awarded 0 marks 

Some responses gave examples of running which is not accepted without 

forwards/backwards as run on its own is achieved at two years old 

 

 

 
Question 12 (a), (b) 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1 

 

 

(a) This question required learners to identify two communication and language 

milestones a child should reach between six and 12 months.    Learners appeared to 

struggle with this question and often gave much older milestones as examples.   

Some learners were able to achieve two marks with the most common examples 

provided being ‘understands no’ and ‘strings of babbling’.   Whilst babbling is linked to 

Ba and da at six months old, it was accepted on its own without the ‘ba’ and ‘da’ 

extension. 

 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks 

 

Both responses provide examples of correct milestones 
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This is an example of a response awarded 0 marks 

 

 The milestones are not appropriate, and one relates to gross motor development which is 

not a communication and language milestone 

 

 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark 

 

1 mark was awarded for 'respond to own name' as this is appropriate for 'knows own 

name'‘Recognising familiar faces’ is a cognitive milestone and therefore not the correct 

area of development being asked for within the question. 

 

 

 

 
(b) Some learners were able to identify at least one way an adult could support the 

emotional and social development of a child between six and twelve months but 

found difficulty in identifying accurate links to gain further marks.   More learners 

were able to achieve one mark for this question. 

 

Some learners were able to achieve 2 marks for this question providing examples of 

resources and activities.    



 

12                

Version DCL2 

L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (Unit 1: Patterns of Child Development 

(21486E) 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 4 marks 

 

In the first response, 1 mark was awarded for ‘smiling’ (encourages bonding) and 1 mark for 

‘specific attachments’ (milestones) 

 

In the second response, 1 mark for ‘keeping proximity’ and 1 further mark for ‘separation 

anxiety’ 

 

 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 3 marks 

 

In the first response, 1 mark has been awarded for ‘maintain close proximity’ and 1 further 

mark for ‘so Khalid develops trust and does not feel alone’ (form specific attachments) 

1 mark for the second response, for ‘separation anxiety’ 

 

 



 

13                

Version DCL2 

L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (Unit 1: Patterns of Child Development 

(21486E) 
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This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks 

 

In the first response. 1 mark for ‘form a bond’ (support)  

In the second response, 1 mark for ‘comfort’ or ‘so he feels safe/secure’ (encourage security).  

No response linking to appropriate milestones was given 

 

 

 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark 

 

In the first response, 1 mark was awarded for ‘specific attachments’    

No further marks have been awarded as examples are not age appropriate 
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Question 13 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1, C1 

 

Some learners were able to achieve at least one mark in identifying communication 

and language milestones reached by a child between three and four years.  However, 

many responses gave milestones achieved at a much later age 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks 

 

1 mark for ‘simple questions’ and 1 further mark for ‘simple sentences’  

 

 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark 

 

1 mark awarded for ‘speak fluently’ 
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This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark 

 

1 mark awarded for ‘be able to form a sentence’ 

 

 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 0 marks 

 

 

 
Question 14 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1 C1 

 

This was a six-mark question. Learners were required to explain two ways a child’s 

cognitive skills could be supported aged four years old.  Each response required learners to 

provide three stages.  A resource/activity/or adult support (Board games, photographs, arts 

and crafts); link to an appropriate milestone (arrange into categories, making connections 

between people) and demonstrate how that would support cognition (encourages 

memory, recall, problem solving) 

 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 5 marks 
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In the first response, 1 mark has been awarded for the role play area, 1 mark for using 

imaginative skills.  No appropriate milestone has been identified 

 

In the second response, 1 mark for game of snap (activity); 1 mark for ‘to improve his 

memory’ and 1 further mark for ‘to match them up’ (arranging objects into categories) 

 

 

 

 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 4 marks 

 

1st response: 1 mark for ‘simple maths’ (as a child should be starting to count to 10) 1 mark 

for problem solving.  No appropriate milestone has been given 

 

2nd response.  1 mark for memory game or cards with colours and 1 further mark for 

‘imaginative’.  No appropriate milestone has been given  
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This is an example of a response awarded 4 marks 

1st response:  1 mark for memory cards (activity) 1 mark for ‘match up the pairs’ (arrange into 

categories)  No further marks as no ‘how they support Grant’s cognitive skills. 

2nd response:  1 mark for treasure hunt (activity), 1 mark for ‘make him think’ using thinking skills.  

No further marks awarded  
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This is an example of a response awarded 3 marks 

 

1st response:  1 mark for colour matching game and 1 further mark for problem solving 

2nd response:  1 mark for maths games   No further marks given as problem solving 

has already been awarded a mark in first response. 

 

 

 

Question 15 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 C1 

 

Learners were required to explain two ways a child’s emotional and social  

development could be supported to reach milestones between four and five years 

 

Many learners were able to achieve at least two marks for this question  
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This is an example of a response awarded 4 marks 

 

For the first  response,  1 mark for quiz (activity) and 1 mark for work as a team to try 

to win (negotiate with others) 

 

For the second response,  1 mark for scooter activity and 1 mark for ‘will have to talk 

…and come up with a plan to share’ (cooperate with others) 

 

 

 

 

  



 

21                

Version DCL2 

L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (Unit 1: Patterns of Child Development 

(21486E) 

This is an example of a response awarded 3 marks 

 

For the first response 1 mark has been awarded for ‘encourage to make friendships’ 

(adult support) and 1 mark for ‘cooperative play’ (milestone.    

 

For the second response, 1 mark for ‘board game’.  No further marks were awarded 

as 1 mark has already been given for friendship in the first response 

 

 
 
 

This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks 

 

In the first response 1 mark for ‘encouraging Carrie to talk’ (adult support) No 

milestone has been given 

 

In the second response 1 mark by ‘encouraging Carrie to interact with others’.  No 

further marks are awarded for ‘make friends’ as this is not the milestone for this age 

e.g., ‘develops close friendships’  
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This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks 

 

In the first response 1 mark has been given for encouraging ‘working in pairs’ No 

milestone has been given 

 

In the second response 1 mark for encourage her to ‘dress up’ (role play).  No 

milestone has been provided and therefore cannot be awarded 
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This is an example of a response awarded 2 marks 

 

In the first response 1 mark has been given for encouraging ‘working in pairs’ No 

milestone has been given 

 

In the second response 1 mark for encourage her to ‘dress up’ (role play).  No 

milestone has been provided and therefore cannot be awarded 

 

 

 

This is an example of a response awarded 1 mark 

 

In the first response,1 mark has been awarded in the first response for ‘teams’ or 

‘socialising’ 

The second response repeats the first response, encouraging group play (teams) 

again to encourage socialising.  No milestones have been provided 
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Question 17 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1, C1 

 

This final question required learners to consider how a theme of ‘healthy eating’ could support 

children’s cognitive development between five and eight years old.  Learners were asked to refer 

to resources and activities that would be appropriate for this age range and how they can be used 

to promote cognitive development.  Learners were also required to think more critically towards 

the impact (positive and/or negative) on one other area of development.    

 

An activity, for example measuring out food ingredients to make a healthy snack, should be linked 

to early maths skills.  A child could help prepare these healthy snacks and encouraged to think 

about the benefits they have to their health such as, energy, muscle growth and to be able to take 

part in physical activities with peers. Whereas a lack of appropriate foods could cause health 

issues and lack of energy which could restrict physical energy or concentration.   Learners could 

have considered the foods common in other cultures, and the related health benefits.  
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In this response, the learner has identified the benefits of healthy eating and provided a few 

examples.   However, there is no link to the activities or age/ stage milestones or any other 

support or resources a key person could provide. 

 

This response was placed in mark band 1 
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Learners achieving marks in mark band 2 were able to provide examples of activities and the ways 

they could link to cognitive development.  Some were able to extend their responses to include 

other areas of development although links made were general and provided no examples.     

 

These responses were placed in mark band 2 
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In the following example, the learner provided a response that encourages children to 

try fruit and ask questions.  The learner demonstrated how trying the fruit might 

encourage them to eat more which would support their physical development.  The 

learner also considered other cultures (knowledge and understanding of the world).   
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To gain higher marks the learner would have needed to provide more links between cognition and 

healthy eating and how it could support children’s development.  There is no discussion as to the 

positive and negative impact on another area of development other than understanding of the 

world.  

 

This response was placed at the bottom of mark band 3 
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In this response the learner has provided an example of learning language and social 

interaction with children as well as making links between cognition (memory and recall 

through activities about healthy eating choices.    

 

This response was placed in the middle of mark band 3 
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This example shows a good response making links made between cognition/healthy 

eating/appropriate resources and activities e.g., memory games, role play, maths, 

maps where children have to problem solve and links made to social interaction and 

physical activity  

 

This response was placed at the top of mark band 3 
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In this example, the learner has given examples of how adults can support children’s fine motor 

skills through drawing activities of healthy fruits and vegetables.  

 

The response goes on to link simple calculations; with healthy eating and provides an in-depth 

example.  There are age appropriate milestones e.g., counting to 100 and how children can be 

encouraged to problem solve together promoting social and communication skills.  

 

There is further explanation demonstrating links to emotional development promoting 

confidence as well as consideration of a negative effect if children are not encouraged to engage 

in these activities. 

 

This response was placed at the top of mark band 3 
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Summary 
 

• This includes LE recommendations, e.g. Based on their performance on this paper, 

learners should: (then include between five and ten bullet points) 

• If appropriate, refer and link to the specification and/or sample assessment 

materials (SAMs) located on the BTEC First qualification webpage located here. 
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