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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit 4 - Promoting Children’s Positive Behaviour

Level 2
Grade Unclassified Level 1
Pass Pass Merit | Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 17 24 31 39
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Introduction

This unit is well established as this is the thirteenth exam series. Many learners
demonstrated knowledge of the principles of promoting positive behaviour and were
able to make links to relevant theories.

The exam paper had 20 questions. Each question was based on different areas of
the unit specification to enable full coverage. Learners were required to
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of specification topics and
apply this knowledge to the questions. The intention was to offer as broad a
coverage as possible for all areas of the unit content. Questions had varying
weightings attached to them, with 1 and 2-marks awarded for the lower demand
questions, 4 marks, where an explanation or justification was required, and 8
marks for questions where an extended response was required, such as a
discussion. The learners were also required to link the theories to practice within
one of the eight mark questions.

Each of the extended response questions were marked using a ‘levels based’
approach to assessment. The overall quality of the response was considered with
the explanations and links to theories and practice being the focus. The use of
vocational language and appropriate terminology within each response was also
awarded.
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

Learner performance was generally consistent across the paper, with some
questions proving more challenging than others. Overall, there was evidence of
learners having been taught well, covering the entire content of the unit
specification.

There was evidence that learners had been given the opportunity to practice
responding to shorter and/or lower demand questions as well as extended
guestion writing. It would be beneficial for centres to spend time on the
command verbs, so that learners can respond to each question in the depth that
is required.

Learners should also be given time on practicing answering questions as there
was evidence to show learners had not responded to the question being asked.
For example, question 11 required the learners to ‘Give two warning signs that
indicate children have found something inappropriate to do’. The responses should
have indicated the warning signs such as ‘going quiet’ or ‘giggling’. Some of the
responses included; ‘inappropriate behaviour’ or ‘throwing things’, rather than the
warning signs. Question 17 stated ‘Give two ways that children can be encouraged to
have a sense of control in early years settings’. Some learners gave responses that
related to the children controlling their behaviour or temper rather than being
given tasks and choices. Finally, for question 9, many learners did not know the
name of the resource (Visual Timetable), despite this being explicitly identified
within the Unit specification.

Learners need to make sure that they utilise their time efficiently and save their
extended responses for the questions awarding 8 marks. For these responses, it
is important to link the theories to the practice, and this paper directed the
learners within question 18 to show their knowledge of different theories. This
required the application of the theory in practice rather than the students
describing the theory, which unfortunately did appear in some of the responses.
The learners understood the use of rewards within an early year's environment and
gave various examples of the rewards that can be used.

The paper is focused on developing positive behaviour and learners focused on
sanctions and negatives, which was not relevant or required. There was a reduction in
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the use of 'Time Out’ and the ‘Naughty Step’, or ‘Naughty Chair’ which was encouraging
to see, as these are practices that should not be promoted. The learners should be
encouraged to use the correct terminology throughout the paper, which is important
for a learner wanting to progress into working with children.
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Individual Questions

The following section considers most questions on the paper, providing examples
of learner responses and a brief commentary of why the responses gained the
marks they did. This section should be considered with the question paper and
corresponding mark scheme.

MCQ questions 1-5

These questions are taken directly from the unit specification and therefore it is
important that the learners know the whole of the unit content in order to give
the correct response.

Most of the questions were answered well with the learners giving the correct
responses.

Question 6

This question was answered well with many responses including reduced
concentration and irritable.

“ 6 State one way lack of sleep can affect children’s behaviour.

(Total for Question6=1mark)

This response was given 1 mark and is a good example, as the learner gave the
response that was directed by the command verb of “state” and therefore did not
spend time giving a lengthy response.
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Question 7

Many of the learners understood the consequences of not following the
behaviour policy. The responses included insecure, ignoring the rules and
showing inappropriate behaviour.

7
LThe behaviour policy is not followed by all members of staff in the nursery. j

Give two examples of how this will affect the children’s behaviour.

1. The C}uLome/(\w‘u\stmc ......... 0. beconl... Confuded. .

2 TINL Claa\elren.. Magnoe:tvuot e Stok tnembecs
k1D ‘fM

9o 0’\0.3 ...... na 0:7 not. {ead. .. Secuet. and. Moy freld At

(Total for Question 7 = 2 marks)

This response were direct from the mark scheme and was awarded 2 marks.

1 mark was awarded for ‘confused’ and a second mark for ‘may not feel secure’.

Question 8a & 8b

Most of the learners were able to name Maslow as the theorist and provide two
examples including food, safety and security.

(b) Give two examples of the ‘hierarchy of needs theory'
(2)

1 Secyity....mShelter, tofmth e, ... S

(ToulforQuosﬂon!=3mrks)%.

This response was awarded 2 marks. Although both the responses were on the
same line, this was credited.
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Question 9

This question was not answered well as the learners did not know the name of
the resource. Visual timetable is the name given within the unit specification.

Question 10

Some of the learners provided examples of ways adults in the nursery could
support positive behaviour, and responded with praise, rewards and listening to
Joel. Some of the learners gave responses that included poor practice and did not
focus on the requirement for supporting positive behaviour such as; Time Out’
and ‘sitting on the naughty step’.

10
[Joel attends a day nursery. He often challenges adult instructions. j

Give two ways adults in the nursery can support Joel’s positive behaviour.

oML 3w<. Jhua. A chneice. O
ok kA Sy Of . 499 A2 ol dmm—to?\agw‘ﬁ"

reppeckedh by gusagimten s tnaushts and destiags.

(Total for Question 10 = 2 marks)

This response was awarded the full 2 marks but as the command verb was ‘Give’
the response could have been shorter with the learner stating ‘a choice of activity’
and ‘listening to Joel’ which would have been enough.
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Question 11

Many of the learners responded to this question correctly, however there were
some learners that did not give the warning signs but instead provided examples
of inappropriate behaviour. This would indicate that the students did not read the
question correctly.

11 Give two warning signs that indicate children have found something inappropriate
to do.

TL-ag ark te  ad- boiHNouUS ok el O

_ (Total for Question 11 =2 marks)

11 Give two warning signs that indicate children have found something inappropriate
to do.

\When Children are. vergy Guiek This (5. sl

H?.o.mdc% .........
WW*

(Total for Question 11 =2 marks)

This response was given 2 marks.

1 mark was awarded for ‘children are very quiet’ and a 2"4 mark was awarded for
‘giggling’.

10
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Question 12

Learners found it difficult to provide an extended response to this question. This
was a linked question and required the learner to provide 2 examples and then
an explanation of the reasons why it is important to communicate boundaries
and expectations to parents. Many learners responded with ‘consistency’ and ‘to
prevent confusion’ but some students were unable to provide a further response.

12 Explain two reasons why it is important to communicate boundaries and
expectations to parents.

k. \..Smrxp olkant. 40 tQUA. Qbowmk.  bouandaxi e ...
B RPECAGON S A . POTENAS. . AD Mokl Sure..

A, HA NN S
Qe clad.. doea.. ot £CAA. COMLNed O IMSeanre. ..
2. L. 1S _aro. impoertank.. o, Cotanunicalte. ..

NNt el beat ol ane  camalol Ao . rhom
LONACL . Lo SB..AK. O Do Cotl LR QO ...

(Total for Question 12 = 4 marks)

This response was awarded the 4 marks.

2 marks were awarded for ‘consistent’ and ‘do not feel confused” and a further 2
marks were awarded for ‘communication with parents’so children do not feel
‘insecure’.
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12 Explain two reasons why it is important to communicate boundaries and
expectations to parents.

1.98 By Con \nooae ... a%&u\dm:v\g
BL AL OOYSRAYS.  POUC POV DRIABADIO N ...

(Total for Question 12 = 4 marks)

This response was given 2 marks as there was no development to their answer.

Question 13

It was evidence from learner responses that learners understood the advantages
of eating healthy snacks. The main responses included for energy and
concentration’.

13 Give two advantages of children being given healthy snacks to eat.

1 ety Snacks. nedp. hap. cildren Aued canbn

(§y-0nd. ke _ab@ L. do. paysical A0k viken,
: \ (g nive
I . <o U7, 1V B . VY Do G DTS - o W< (D Ve & semert . \0L D

chauae"wmmw;b(\.méummﬁqubgn‘ o
(Total for Question 13 = 2 marks)

This response was awarded 2 marks.

12



;BTEC L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (Unit 4 — Promoting Children’s Positive Behaviour)

Question 14

The eight-mark question proved challenging for learners. It was clear that learners
were aware of how Abigail would be feeling, having moved to a new house and
school but responses did not always refer back to how this may impact on the
child’s behaviour.

Discuss how teachers could support Abigail's possible change in behaviour. ‘

.20 :Lw/; M—a{” 20 Nkt ove.. D, e ola,..
54‘-0 ﬂmﬁ Ll abloa. Covibe. ool
ol e JcJM.mK 0. tuéw«z J/w (c*—@a f@z‘

7]42 N N Q«faﬂ géwe /(aq, a. Zlm/cfa_? é Tee ...
wlxa."f beae. beboawtotiar. . bk Avﬁ/ J‘/'-Q yeé
. lasa, Alo. Jke haue a. 504—4;-47 B Lhow .
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. f-éacéu&.a Wﬂf{p%'{ /024/ T ex. L/aéé ‘btz cefeq_/

: fo Zwv o, % J‘Lu }Wé&fc'leé»y

‘. é«a”ﬁuae E

\

This response was awarded 5 marks. A few key points were described and it
included some information on the behaviour but this could have been
extended.

Question 15a

Learners did not always give the correct response for this question and included
examples of other theories or stated what the theory did for example, ‘praise and
reward theory’ rather than the ‘Operant Conditioning theory'.

15 (a) Name Skinner’s theory.
(1)

AANATOS -

No marks were awarded for this response.

14



;BTEC L2 Lead Examiner Report 1906 (Unit 4 — Promoting Children’s Positive Behaviour)

Question 15b

Learners found it difficult to give an extended response to this question. This was
a linked question and therefore required 2 examples and then a further
explanation of the way Skinners theory could be used to support positive
behaviour. Some of the learners included the same extension for both responses.

(b) Explain two ways adults can use Skinner's theory to support the positive
behaviour of children aged three years old in an early years setting.
(4)

1 :S;G.mz.e.\x\\d..haS..olom.Somgmm;..‘\nhuxmz.,\cc:..&mm?....‘
wb'asmﬁao‘éwv Q\r\s\o\\(m\d\\ro\@o\gwxjkoﬁmw\mb
S&yjk:wva .Mg.,ms{.e.ﬂ.\'y\\cq\g Ao Yefeade Ane \oenan oW

hawding ok dhe. 1250UXE2 Wa Class Kney on (am rense -
KRnarea e (b ) \nakce Adne na < eeA Food Ao A Aneane AR and.

This was response was awarded 4 marks.

1%t response: 1 mark was awarded for ‘reward of choosing a story’ and a further
mark awarded for ‘they are more likely to repeat the behaviour".

2" response:

1 mark was awarded for ‘praise them’ and a further mark for ‘feel good about
themselves and confident’.
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Question 16

This was a linked question and therefore required 2 examples and a further
explanation of each of the strategies that can be used to manage unwanted
behaviour. Some of the responses given identified poor practice and therefore
marks were not awarded. These included ‘Time Out’ and the ‘naughty step or chair’.
Centre’s could use some of the other examples given within the unit specification
for managing unwanted behaviour as the learners are often losing marks due to
inappropriate responses of poor practice being given.

16 Explain two strategies that adults in an early years setting can use to manage the
unwanted behaviour of a two-year-old child.

'\"3 hown  ant ’('@—(«147 oo

M“;, twy %W*MM‘._._“.. Ao le ankt ety o

AL

2. T‘*‘ "”’"7_ / l‘ e oal afea Kol .
_____ L mANutes 4o  Maue  Breo F&ﬁte.cr

This response was given 2 marks as the 2" response is poor practice.
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Question 17

Many learners did not read the question and gave examples of controlling their
behaviour or temper rather than giving them control over what activities to play
with, or tasks to do.

17 Give two ways children can be encouraged to have a sense of control in early years
settings.

Cuadl . naadce e ool .

(Total for Question 17 = 2 marks)

2 marks awarded for this response.

1 mark awarded for ‘control over what they would like to play with’ and a 2"® mark
for ‘giving opportunities’.
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Question 18

This question was not responded to well, with learners not relating their
responses to a 4-year-old or not giving examples of how Benjamin can be settled
into the school. Many of the responses gave examples of activities that would
happen with any child within a school, rather than helping to support Benjamin
starting the school. Responses also did not focus on the partnership with parents,
which would need to be formed. There should also be links to Skinner and
Bandura’s theories; mentioned in the question, to manage the unwanted
behaviour.

18
Benjamin |s four years old and has just started primary school. Benjamin Is showing
unwanted behaviour.

Discuss how adults can use Skinner and Bandura's theories to support Benjamin's
behaviour at primary school.

U\Qommuﬂﬁf\ejdngwpo_sxhv\&
beyxwxo%flﬂimlamgﬂr\ou\spm\hu\&
W\th%&mmCQﬂﬁdmc&MQ
Sekt - entesnn.. fowienle (. . aASO.Lhaud. onak..

Lok You. Oneusht. & 0
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B«QnJam'meb tali.. £o Nm Abocek..... 0L
boundatie.. . .and. . LkPecnope.. . . Onad Sl 2R .

excepbapie. and. e St K. B 5. N o
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This was response was awarded 8 marks. The learner included many points that
were explained in depth, clear links were given to the approaches used and the
learner clearly understands the theories that were identified in the question.
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Summary

Based on the performance of this paper learners should:

¢ Understand the expectations of each of the command verbs contained with the
exam paper to ensure that time is used appropriately when responding to
questions.

e Read the requirements of the question carefully and ensure that their responses
are focused.

e Give age appropriate responses where an age is stated in the question.

e Ensurethatresponses are considered ‘good practice ‘for example health and safety
implications.

e Use appropriate strategies to manage unwanted behaviour.

e For the 4-mark questions give explanations which are varied.

e For the 8-mark questions relate to theories and refer back to the question.

21
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