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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit name of number of unit.

Level 1 Level 2
Grade Unclassified
Pass Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 15 23 31 40
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

Lead Examiner Report to be considered with the live external assessment and
corresponding mark scheme

The 1801 series has introduced a new format to questions within the paper and
marks awarded to support learner achievement. Question 8 is now in three parts
and includes pictorial representations of children in various stages of development.

Question 13 now comprises two parts. (a) asks learners to identify specific
milestones and (b) introduces ‘recommend’ questions. Here learners are provided
information that guides learner responses so that learners identify appropriate
resources/activities, state how these resources/activities can support development
and the age/stage appropriate milestone hoped for at the age provided in the
question. This question now carries 6 marks.

The final question now carries a total of 9 marks. Like question 13, learners are
provided with a scenario and to ‘assess’ the use of the theme/activity in supporting
children’s development. This question allows learners to demonstrate their overall
knowledge of child development though questions that will either ask for the area
of development discussed in the question OR one other area of development.

Again, information is given that guides learners to provide:
Other resources/activities that link to the theme and the area of development.

How these resources/activities will promote children’s learning and development
in this area and the age/appropriate milestone that the resource/activity will help
develop.

An addition to this the question asks learners to consider the negative impact on
children’s development. This allows learners to consider either the negative impact
in the area discussed in the question or the holistic impact over other areas of
development.
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Individual Questions

Multiple Choice questions

Questions 1 -6

There is evidence that many learners are achieving higher grades for these
questions.  Learners were more able to identify correct milestones when
questions were laid out in the MCQ format. More learners could achieve 2 marks
on the two 2 mark questions (Questions 4 and 5).

Question 7 (a) (b) (c)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

(a) (b)

These two questions were presented as an image of a child kicking a large ball
and another skipping. They asked learners to identify the age and age range a
child should be within.

Learners appear to have difficulty in identifying exact age ranges or ages although
in this series there were more correct responses. Marks were awarded for the
age range or an age within the age range for each of these questions.

(a) Most common response was 3 - 3 %2 years

(b)  Most common responses 4 years

For (c) many learners were able to correctly identify gross motor
development/physical for this question.
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Question 8

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

Learners were asked to identify two emotional and social milestones of a child
aged 18 months. Many learners could gain at least 1 mark for this question with
most common responses being ‘plays alone’ ‘independently’, ‘separation anxiety’
and ‘cries when they want something'.

2 marks

1 mark

iﬂl::l.'-"--cl:ln:-’ ik ﬂtht-fﬁ

0 marks

Some learners gave examples of other areas of development.
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Question 9

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

Learners were asked to identify the age a child could button/unbutton clothes
and thread beads. Some learners were able to identify the correct milestone and
the most common responses included the range between 2 % to 3 %2 years.
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Question 10 (a), 10 (b)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

(a) Learners were asked to give one cognitive milestone of a child aged between
15 months and two years.

A one-mark question requiring learners to identify a cognitive milestone of a child
between 15 months and two years. Some learners could achieve 1 mark for this
guestion. Many learners identified older milestones e.g., recognising primary colours
and some learners identified emotional and social milestones e.g., separation anxiety
Common correct responses included ‘remembers where things belong’ (putting toys
back) and ‘recognising self in mirror’ doing simple puzzles'.

1 mark

10 (a) Give one cognitive milestone a child should reach between 15 months and two
years old.
(1)

krey Should (R Qble O 4eéeqnts  Count to 9
duith little SuPpPoit Froman addul b’

0 marks

Many learners stated milestones achieved at other ages.

years oia.
(1

Recogmge mivac vowees/floces .

Some learners were unable to achieve marks as they gave language and
communication examples. This is a frequent occurrence in this paper where learners
sometimes confuse language and communication with cognition.

10 (a) Give one cognitive milestone a child should reach between 15 months and two
years old.
)

Shanid  we  able o E:CLH
bo  wiords Or o re
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10 (b)

A two mark question requiring learners to identify two gross motor milestones a child
should reach between 15 months and two years. More learners were able to achieve

two marks for this question.

2 marks

1 mcx\umam\mum\«gx\w ......................................................................................

-y

RTR nould know oW Yo run.

y Should Know Yiow eok wima
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Question 11 (a)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

n [Karen is six months old and recognises and responds to the emotions of others. J

(a) Give two other emotional and social milestones Karen should develop between
six and 12 months old.
{2)

A two mark question. Learners were able to achieve at least one mark for this
question. The most common example being wariness of strangers and separation
issues.

2 marks
L)

: Sows oy of Strungers o
1 mark

She snould be abe to fOrm  OctQiChm-
>ntS 10 primcary - Carers.

Ske. seaixsh ke ey Snouid Snaw
LOSIC - SMOUANS.

10
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Question 11 (b)

A four mark question requiring learners to describe how a key person could
support the gross motor development of a child between six and twelve months

Many learners did well on this question and the most common response was
assisting Karen to ‘stand up and walk around the room’".

(b) | Karen's key person is helping Karen sit unsupported by placing pillows around her.

Describe one other way the key person can support Karen's gross motor
development between six and 12 months old.

2 marks

11
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Question 12 (a), (b)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1

12 (a) Give two cognitive milestones a child should reach between one and six months

old.

2l

(a) This is a 2 mark question where learners are asked to identify cognitive
milestones between one and six months.

2 marks
(2)

i reﬁcgn‘x%es‘v o ior d.ai.fkl_j CouJones
: LoakClhese i \noands ond Knouos
o me:u.ﬂﬂirjcj oONn @ Sofk ckyeces

0 Marks

Some learners gave milestones for a different area of development.

2

12
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Question 12 (b)

(b) Give two communication and language milestones a child should reach
between one and six months old.

-
il

Many learners were more able to achieve 2 marks for this question. The most
common responses were ‘Coo’, ‘smile’ and ‘babbling sounds'.

2 marks

_.!.m‘mL_...._mm_n__..____.mar_i__ng.__ A 4d3amnnar. vOlee

.u.mi.Ag........._.f...m.nu...l.i..m,t.. o egi... .dedel

1.3 o0 Near,, ﬂB a. [&ﬂi‘l Br.  vo.Qe.

2 Toftren . RADDeS  to. Eﬁﬂ? aa. oXhers. .

1 mark

Gire Sgr\s Co  4he 5. 1. COXNCAS
W nen H\ij are &\;mlg h&d et¢
Skoxt P naxe

QAhbl nﬂ NOISES

13
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Question 13

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1, C1

13 | Miss Faulkner is a teaching assistant working with children aged five years old.

She is talking to children, explaining why it is important to understand the feelings of
others.

Describe one other way Miss Faulkner can support the children’s emotional and
social development to reach expected milestones at eight years old.

Many learners were able to achieve 2 marks for this question. Those gaining 1
mark often gave examples that were in the question/stem

2 mark response

Many learners were able to provide appropriate examples of adult
support/activities/resources and appropriate milestones. In this response 1 mark
was awarded with ‘compare self to others’ (milestone) and 1 mark for giving
‘praise’

AL tns o0ge Cnuaren Qre Starang. o
COMPOrE tnNeMmsSewWts. vontin aness.. KNiss
FouuNCener Sroud try 1o prose and
LSten o tag Qax\ren o OANG O NS
Se\C esgee M Ond VWOWE OL  (Total for Question 13 = 2marks)
Posive se\l '\W\O\%g.

In this example 1 mark was awarded for ‘activities that require team building’
and 1 mark for ‘supporting development of friends’

Ovncy bhorn Ockvtes thot  requie  team
W = {ﬁﬂkﬁ{b ,‘C]J\.Q_ Q\W\M% vy
SRRUM A X0 Mvwe k( NS -

14
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In the following response 1 mark has been awarded with ‘compare self to others’
(milestone) and 1 mark for ‘Miss. Faulkner should speak to the children’
(encourage discussion/talk’).

WVen . o enild 13 owadd ST B yeury IWNey Ay HONK e
COMPONE ANEMNICLINES Wiv  a¥Cy sy wownien CoviA Vo e
ALY e\ - €Sttevn, MISS Foautner sViouad speoya Yo 4Nt

cN\ANEn  sdogux VOW  (mMPor ouAt ﬂ'\tj oNe ound  ANELC \co\a g

N oMLY snowadn' 't of€eex ylnewvna
(Total for Question 13 = 2 marks)

Some learners although giving responses that were in the question (feelings)
were still able to attain a mark for talking about emotions. The example below
shows ‘creating a mood board with different emotions’. This is an appropriate
activity that would encourage children to express their emotions or helping
them to understand changing emotions.

e T T g T e = ———

Cregting, O mud

{Total for Question 13 = 2 marks)

In the following example the learner has provided a few forms of adult
support/activities. 1 mark awarded for ‘rewards’ (praise) or ‘dress up’ (role play)
or ‘so they can play more’ (encouraging discussion/interaction, cooperation).

WS (aulkner  Can Stmt o USe  rewards

wnen thar DEWS %\19 cﬁmd undersmre

| De reuwnmen.She

(Total for Question 13 = 2 marks)




L2 Lead Examiner Report 1901 Patterns of Child Development

Question 14

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 C1

14 | Ashwin is 15 months old and meeting expected milestones.

To encourage Ashwin's speaking skills, his key person shows him objects and says
their names.

Recommend two other ways the key person can support Ashwin’s communication
and language skills to meet expected milestones at two years old.

Your response should include:
age/stage milestones at two years old
+ age appropriate resources/activities

« how these resources/activities support Ashwin’s communication and language
skills.

This is a six-mark question where learners are required to explain two ways a child’s
communication and language could be supported aged two years old. Each response
required learners to provide three stages. A resource/activity/or adult support
(books, circle time, discussion or talk to a child) and link that to an appropriate
milestone (speak up to 50 words) and demonstrate how that would support
communication and language (encourages vocabulary to expand/listening skills)

Many learners were able to achieve 4 marks for this question being able to either

identify a correct milestone and activity or a correct activity and way it supports
communication development.

16
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6 mark example

1st response: 1 mark for milestone of 50 words. 1 mark for playing nursery rhymes
(resource/activity) 1 mark for encourage Ashwin to sing along (encourage speaking).

2nd response: 1 mark for beginning to form sentences, 1 mark for providing a book
(resource), 1 mark for gain new vocabulary.

1 TO enSWe ASHWIN meeds o oNeSYONe of oeing b\
© DY 50 words, s ey pewson wwd ploy nuwery
fayenes. Ts. il LOUJe AN & singy alseg. and
(RCey Ene NS of 4o nong.This will ale barg
o aueds ik us vocabdlowy, - and expond k.

2 AShwin i\ also oe experied (D bRGIN UG sentence
ok R Q(?i@\v 0. s To suppoct €A, ke

REY - gersn WA pravide” ook gor Asuan. This_will
DO ANUNN 0. senence. 00 eAOUI0ge i (D Say.
. This will _olsoonsure 4 fswin Wil gain g
voCabulafy - .

17
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5 marks awarded

1st response: 1 mark for read to him; 1 mark for encourages increased vocabulary, 1
mark for milestone of 50 words

2nd response: 1 mark for singing rhymes 1 mark for learning how to pronounce
words (encourage speaking).

\ Ashains K&y plrson. could read v Ao OCcase of
encourcges Me o ™ developrendt G Aore aocotS

intC _énsS WCC!‘fv‘,daa(- Thes (s e pOf T Crd L0t 5C <R
BNty crld 15 supposed fo  bHave SO ports on

Cnsiiere S J/lCcA Car £HQ Lfeare
auerage: 705 coiAf d

AL s AOAENAD etrgoni bkn be'S 3
2 Hes /ccy PErSCT _Could mdatwsd Sing ‘hymes end S00355
Wb Ashewin 5o he Con learm (P tnratistand Ged. frrvn:

Quen il Al coacas Ao tre L’.«s'«:

4 mark example

1st response: 1 mark for ask questions (resource/activity) 1 mark to encourage
vocabulary (how it supports communication and language). 1 mark for putting simple
words together (milestone of start to form sentences).

1&'\'\1@ pecson. coudd B asie e Whal
. Cechaio. ek S 4o ENCouay e T
e o wide— vacok 'S'm'\.jm Sk
Ghak \%a  and Wcesd COc— %% o This
Wi awse  feadn him 4o put Sanple (Wodls

“mf‘r
L::j persn couldh g P Pl g~
YO eNCgeeneae L Fo Punk u.\i?

l:i...g.'jfﬂ.h he Il!l..'i'@-eﬂ ﬂ’{—rhﬂl;_,-.]-:r-

18
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Question 15

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 C1

15| Eodie is four years old and meeting expected milestones.

Elodie’s childminder is helping Elodie count up to 10 using some building blocks.

Explain two other ways Elodie’s childminder can support Elodie’s cognitive skills to
meet expected milestones between four and five years old.

Your response should include the:
« age/stage milestones
support/resources/activities the childminder can provide.

In this question learners were required to explain two ways a child’s cognitive
development could be supported to reach milestones between four and five
years.

Many learners were able to achieve at least 2 marks for this question.

Learners were able to identify resources and activities and few were able to
identify appropriate milestones.

Many responses focused on ‘counting’ skills and identified the milestone given in
the question. Some learners provided responses that were more appropriate
for language and communication eg, reading books, learning to write letters.

4 mark example

Cladminder... Siaowd.. .pmm.d.&.. L0die  wiba Shapks. and. oNrAingrs. 3o 3he. ...

0N ta0xCh. AR COTLRLT  ShO0ey  Gadh 010l H8na i@ e (I8t @nrcunels .

2. flodie. swownd...1endn. € MULSIONE. OF..0NAKIAG. . 4. L00NLLH0n. bRUAERN PLORIL........
_Dad..__Lytats ....m__._.#..gﬂtiz CEOMES . Onitaminder.. SiaoMId. . #0uk.. 40 n&C. AROME. ...
A 004 A5k MeC.AQVeINDNS .. 40 Sne.. . bl £ 19 mase. WMe. OanesEan. OF .

CPROME O QN BN = e

19
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3 mark example

1 probleon Selvnen (Ve podrs  won
Memfable Pidm aonanck Kk o
mpfove  Ehale  Mévore.

L@ Spu  as Ak geing fam ko
%’1!& . ﬁegr& JEHef Cf\c) the  (ord.

AN . .

2 mark example

In this response 2 marks have been awarded for the activities that the learner has
given (puzzles and colour by number). No further marks are awarded as no
milestones have been given.

1 The _chudmunder owld pravide tm\& SUCh 0% putiets s Ahapy

ASCARA ¢+ this WL nelp. hu r.nsmnw_ d.l.u!.\hpm‘t _She  (MA

be e where tach sm.pr!. ol kY. thera LR

th.fums: Paces.

2 She. ;nu.u:l also. pmvm.t Hodie  With o. tolour hJ Aumber . Sheex .
AR uu.L....mr.n. hove ﬂ ARG onOME. FOR . RUMBLA. . BA .

hnnws. N L. w!.LL 08 . ml.m.m f0. -mu uu.l hu,. n Lm: th
mathL LSutkLs.. mkmo.uj m.uwmj

1 mark example

1 mark awarded

Some learners gave examples that were provided in the question so were not
awarded mark. In the following response however, the learner has given
examples of activities (lego or blocks) and 1 mark is awarded for the activity

20
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1 Eloch s Chuadnawneh e Couicl (be Q rdepd
Of household oliects 1o halp har (ownt 7019
for _exampre ey pasca, Qjo or __blocss. Bj O~
bme She 1S 5 Sha  Showdd be Qi 1o Cours
2ﬂ3ﬂuloWd Mndac  cocdd.  AASO Sonys 1o
AUR LFlocdhe rememikec  1he oder Of Mimbers.
Thesy . Coutd Pla:.}_ 9ama g hopscatch:
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Question 16

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1, C1

This question required learners to explain two ways adults could support the fine
motor skills of a child between 15 months and two years. Many learners were
able to achieve at least two marks for this question by providing appropriate
activities. Those achieving 4 marks were able to provide good examples which
included activities such as crayons, pens, brushes and linking these to drawing,
using palmer grasp and drawing dots and circles.

4 marks
1st response: 1 mark for crayons and 1 mark for encourage to scribble

2nd response: 1 mark for paintbrushes or spoons and 1 mark for palmer grasp.

CLoMeNSS
Tre. Q0L countld See Oue . AV e

For _xne ol XD 00 nent WD

Qg . GOy . DCuoDLe . On _Some.
e A% =1t

B
Poper ¥O_enCoucge. VX Q. Roamores. Grose......
e oduadk o Couud  Puk  EReEs.
CODeces | B0Un.. OB L RO OuEnes

PENS .,  SpooonNSs € ck KO ﬂ\ﬂ.ﬂu‘{ﬁﬂl
e e s C SRS L (L r - EER——

3 mark example

AR R 7 1 el T T o T B T UL B Ml NS et T el S P

1Jessicas  Key person was\ (an @lso  hand  her
Quyyerent Sized paint brusnes that can help hes
learn how te hondie Iw diigrerent  Sizes and cleveldpn
her puncer (rosy

2 e Wey person covid Quso hord her G penciy N9
She Can JUST Soriuvle 0N G Plece Ot paper bock
WOwdS Gnd Forwowds Lo Cighteyy ey Qrody

22
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2 marks

P9 Se erak w YOS cnmu,j SV
e = =3 wc.AA fecl sialhad ochien

Some responses were not specific and did not provide examples of activities or
milestones

In this example one 1 mark is awarded for ‘encourage her to colour’ but
improving fine motor skills is not specific enough. The second response gives
‘grab certain objects’ and again is not specific enough (e.g., playdough, pencils)

1 mark example

P RNLCuUGUe ey xO  COLGuy
LN S UL Pleciaves Q. Umnpiove
NLy £UuNe N0 AV SHICULS

2 AR O Qjﬁ,L YESS LY tﬁg_%!ub
Cercan OBORCLS US\Ny e
v ol q.:}‘l MASE oLy, coavi

NeLP o ey NN - eyt
COOy AN UL o e e .
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Question 17

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1, C1

This final question challenges the learners to provide a discussion that explains how
problem-solving activities can be used to support a child’s emotional and social
development between three and four years. The response would require a learner to
give a discussion that provides appropriate problem-solving activities (similar to the
stem e.g., A game with rules) and demonstrating how this could be connected to
emotional and social development (eg, helps children work with others/play together).
Finally, learners were asked to make judgments on the negative or positive effect on
another area of development. For example, the activity given here might link to
physical development and promote children’s energy and gross motor development
eg, learn to kick a ball with force'.

Many learners were able to provide problem solving activities and explain the
links to other areas. Most common links were made to communication though
some to social and emotional development. There was a limited attempt to make
links to age/stage appropriate milestones and negative or positive impact on one
other area of development. There were some good discussions around the topic
area however those gaining higher marks were able to make appropriate links to
milestones and the impact on another area.

Level 3 Response

In the following example the learner has shown links to social and emotional
development in ‘understanding the other’ person’s point of view’ (a milestone
achieved between 4 and 5 however still acceptable and taken as a developing
skill). Links are made to another area of development communication, but this is
initially weak. However, the response goes on to explain how children can work
together and develop friendships and use language, developing their vocabulary.
A milestone is cited here ‘between three and four, children start to work together’
(play cooperatively). There is also reference to physical activity where they cite
milestones of ‘dodge’ ‘avoiding obstacles’ (although four to five, allowable as a
developing skill which falls in the next age range). In the final paragraph the
milestone of ‘mazes’ is introduced. As this milestone is not achieved until from
around seven years, this would not have been accepted.

24
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cacin Orhoxr  ounlh  ePonding  aedr ward
vocoouBay. Bebuwean  vnces te fovr Gniidatn
SOOLE b6 Wik teqUNET aMOL DOy OQ AN
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@t Lol Qou qoumies  LRe kog
O 4k QRAS RAwm Ploging. Odh  ABQERNGE LaAINg
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Level 2 responses

The Learner has identified encouraging children to share sweets which although not
an appropriate example, they have stated how they can play together, gain
confidence, cooperate and share which are appropriate milestones. No further
identification of positive/negative impact.
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In this response the learner has identified that problem solving activities can help
children in building relationships and gain confidence. However, they have not
identified clear milestones. Although they have identified that a positive impact will
be on supporting development of friendships, this repeats the beginning and adds no
further explanation or depth. The learner could have expanded and provided

example of how problem solving can encourage physical development e.g., through
treasure map hunt.
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Falling within L1

Those falling within level 1 gave responses that did not give examples of
milestones or demonstrate links between problem solving and social and
emotional development. Some good attempts were made however responses
tended to be generic and focus on negative and positive indicators with little or no

example.
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Here the learner has not identified any activities or how it will encourage
children's social and emotional skills.

They have identified a link between language and communication, but this is not
expanded

Activities provided relate more to gross motor skills than they do to problem
solving skills.

The examples provided are specific to the areas of development - cognitive or
social and emotional.
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