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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Unit: Promoting Children’s Positive Behaviour Unit 4 - 20123F

Level 1 LEVEI 2
Grade Unclassified
Pass . . L. .
Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 17 24 31 39
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Introduction

The paper had 19 questions. Each question was based on different areas of the
specification to enable full coverage. Learners were required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding of a range of specification topics and apply this
knowledge to the specific questions. The intention was to offer as broad a
coverage as possible for all areas of the unit content. Questions had varying
weightings attached to them, with 1 and 2-mark questions for the lower demand
questions, 4 marks where an explanation or justification was required, and 8
marks for questions where an extended response was required, such as a
discussion. The learners were also required to link the theories to practice within
the eight mark questions.

Each of the extended response questions were marked using a ‘levels based’
approach to assessment. The overall quality of the response was considered with
the explanations and links to theories and practice being the focus. The use of
vocational language and appropriate terminology within each response was also
considered.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

Learner performance was generally consistent across the paper, with some
guestions proving more challenging than others. Overall, there was evidence of
learners having been taught well, across the coverage of the specification.

It is extremely important that learners are given the opportunity to practice
responding to shorter and/or lower demand questions as well as extended
qguestion writing. There were several occasions where learners had written
extremely lengthy and detailed responses to a 2-mark question and the marks
were within the first sentence. There were also areas where the learners gave
multiple answers rather than one response. It is possible to give a comprehensive
and correct answer in only one line as it is in an entire paragraph. It would be
beneficial for the centre to spend time on the command verbs so that the
learners can respond to each question in the depth that is required, although this
has improved this series and centres must have spent time with the learners on
the requirements.
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Learners should also be given time on practicing answering questions as there
was occasions where the question had not answered what was being asked within
the question. Learners need to utilise their time efficiently and save their
extended responses for the questions with a higher eight -mark weighting. For
these responses, it is also important to link the theories to the practice, and this
paper directed the learners within Q19 to show their knowledge of different
theories.

Although it may seem like an obvious comment, it is extremely important that
learners read the questions carefully and identify what is being asked of them.
Some learners, for example, Q11 stated ‘State the theory that is linked to role
modelling’ which is Social Learning Theory. Many learners stated Bandura which is
the theorist rather than the theory.

The learners understood the use of rewards within an early year's environment and
gave various examples of the rewards that can be used.

It was evident that some learners were not able to develop their answers to show
understanding, application and explanation.

The paper is focused on developing positive behaviour and learners focused on
sanctions and negatives where this was not asked for and also gave examples of poor
practice. There was a reduction in the use of “Time Out” and the “Naughty Step, or
Naughty Chair” and this was nice to see as these are practices that should not be
promoted. The learners should be encouraged to use the correct terminology
throughout the paper which is suitable for a person that may progress onto working
with children.
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Individual Questions

The following section considers most questions on the paper, providing examples
of learner responses and a brief commentary of why the responses gained the
marks they did. This section should be considered with the question paper and
corresponding mark scheme.

MCQ questions 1-5

These questions are taken directly from the specification and therefore it is
important that the learners know the whole of the specification in order to give
the correct response.

Most of the questions were answered well but Question 4 was answered less well
with the learners choosing (A) iliness. The correct answer was (C) as this was the
only response which is “an emotional factor that may influence children’s
behaviour”. This is from the Emotional factors from the specification.

Question 6

This question was answered well with many responses including sharing toys and
showing good manners.

6 Give two examples of how children value and respect others.
1 LSve F"n(\_(ﬁ
2 CU&% \(‘E\JS

(Total for Question 6 = 2 marks)

This response was given 2 marks and is a good example as the learner gave
the response that was directed by the command verb of “give” and
therefore did not spend time giving a lengthy response.
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Question 7

Many of the learners knew the disadvantages of using sanctions although some
of the learners directed their response to the advantages of using sanctions.

7 Give two disadvantages of using sanctions.

| 6Qn(.+nonsjsar\x.&phveqpprocxch ________________________________________
;%Kaﬁaru%hvelmpadch ......... le. cdailds
) b@if—eﬁf—&am _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ B

(Total for Question 7 = 2 marks)

These responses were direct from the mark scheme and the response was
awarded 2 marks

Question 8

Most of the learners were able to give two ways adults can allow children to take
responsibility within a setting. Some learners did not expand their response to
include an explanation.

B Explain two ways adults can allow children to take responsibility within a setting.

1 AGUALS COULCL LeE N8 chUACAreN PouUL thneas
auan d.(LI‘\kc.S b«é h&um(‘j (@} le\.—r\\ﬂ, 5<=_c_t';&:}r~. for
1N\ chuadirean

2RACAKUUAS coudd  aUASO, Lel cnenn. S0 uw Jnd
sana o ung S1000 onNcg. NQy NCN@

funusnao PNy AN A

(Total for Question 8 = 4 marks)

This was awarded 2 marks as the development did not relate to the question.
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8 Explain two ways adults can allow children to take responsibility within a setting.

Chuaren  Can be  Qwen tasks  for
example  pPourt drinke Qb Srak>
Snack/ lunch time. this make them feel
Confident ond 0part Of the Qgroup.

2 Sweapm% up the Sand after playa

n the Sand pit. Agoun ths wdl mar the

ch\d'e Self - esteem  SHONQEr Qe U\.Q?
will feeL importent - and apast e
Sethna - (Total for Question 8 = 4 marks)

This response was given the 4 marks as they had included the explanations of
“feel confident” and “make the child’s self-esteem stronger”

Question 9

This question was answered less well as the learners were unsure of the term
“wellbeing” which is B.1 within the specification.

9 Give two ways a setting can promote a child’s sense of wellbeing.

185 pm\n‘ﬂmg el venlokeol N OreaS.
. Chickren
2 By providing cmuren Wik 000 (NiCh1S
S.u&,LO,Lb_\Q,.,._.,_For.,.,..,{.hemu.,__.D..\)..t_r,)honmy o

__(Total for Question9 =2 marks)

This response was given the 2 marks. 1 mark for “providing well ventilated sleep
areas” and a further mark for “providing children with food”
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Question 10

This was a linked response and was a 4 - mark question. Some of the learners
gave examples of how adults could help children understand boundaries and
expectations but did not give an explanation and therefore could only be awarded
2 marks.

10 Explain_two ways adults can help children understand boundaries and expectations
within a setting.

. Ywed o {tovowolpowdcyot
Seeen

0 marks were awarded for this response as it did not include how the adults can
help the children to understand the boundaries and expectations.

Question 11

Many of the learners responded to this question with Bandura rather than Social
Learning Theory. This would indicate that the students did not read the question
as it required the theory rather than the theorist.

Question 12

The learners answered this well with good examples given of the changes in
home circumstances that may affect a child’s sense of security.
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12 Describe two changes in home circumstances that may affect a child’s sense
of security.

1ONE e Conae Coud o8 troe they nave moved.
house - This. coud oe very. confusing. for tn€ chicl.
09 ey O N0 NEW. eNuLioNmNent. wWnich,
theu. may not fee safe yvmouee

2 Aoone( Cnande coud. e W thea. QarentS. Sl
TS wond e dnseweng R tne. chud. oS tney

Wik 06 See e DAENES. . tdetner, WniCh._coud.
e tnem W0 mu feer 0> sofe

. ) _(Total for Question 12 =4 marks)

4 marks were awarded. 1 mark awarded for “moved house” and a further mark
awarded for “confusing for the child”. For the 2" response 1 mark was awarded
“parents split up” and a further mark awarded for “not feel safe”.

“Not feel safe” would be unable to be accepted for both responses and therefore
“confusing for the child” was accepted in the first response.

Question 13

It was clear that the learners knew of the behaviour that would indicate that a
child may be under-stimulated.

13 Give two examples of a behaviour that indicates a child may be under-stimulated.

o Treasn. e to. Nl alteaion. So  allenion

(Total for Question 13 = 2 marks)

This response was given 2 marks

10
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Question 14

The eight-mark question proved challenging for the learners. It was clear that the
learners knew the theories but did not relate this back to the case. This therefore
restricted the marks that could be awarded.

11
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'™ | Tristan is six years old and attends an after school club. He is showing attention- ’
seeking behaviour.

-

¢ P oo
Discuss how Maslow and Bandura's theories can help to understand Tristan's
behaviour.

Mas\owo b)mrg scakes thake s PhYS
Paau NeQalS MuSH becore AOLELAr Ne Ok Can
e UL L. TrPsStan coulal e AaNQryer
E Pred apker ool and tnts Moymeon ke

ShoWs LOuwRNteo ehaufouc ke \(Qt gcu\oi

PN (@je {
Opk Bra deafo - SupERrt ke NeRalS Banaur]
o s thaocfe skakes Lok aSidren coppy

peoples kenoulouraund HKim. HPS ¢cPeros
C:oumln.caglt?vela Preluence M arnel e may
fee\ he haS Lo srow akte mfon Saeu&-na be
Inaufourin. Aclults Sroud be. conSPscent
oanal gollaw ek berauioue pot? Cy L0 Q@NSUrS
Chact auncnfliaren v\ be punes rQoleR Lally,
Fe ocluttsS aso ack negoivuel y &han TSt
NP \?mej. eo-coppyY ENTS belraueaur,.
Howeuver, e o\ EtsSafol the PP StER ¢\
Socraiuras’ to be' experf mank than T@sE
SN utW Learna postttue terouteue, TrtsSe
N.May NOL feel huppy AtseraPng theagter
SChool. CluTe R has . NC ErFeNdS Rrol thi's
oy Lo N Lo el TNSeCuUre el Uiy
S winy ke f5 SNowfng Unwantea bemray

12
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POoUr. TEadues dont nove. POSieTVe QX
CAETONS Eren orfidn May AAURoP & (oW
Selp Coraoe c,uhQC.hrT\QB (RO NG Shay Shoaw
wAaNEeok beranffowa soaet akentran. A Ch
Tianeecas attenfanas a neeol So Pa o
olren con .. opk & DUE RTCens amoiant atten
= Fon erom erfencs of adlultS Eheyutu Show
a=—en<on. 6&2%‘{-13 Pe o T T OO r
Lo pupfildheT . oA . —Trfskan may hera
Ve o ont.s ooy e coNT] ogje or BEage
Of AL RUOPMANE- He oy hhowwe & PhySte
Ol oaiowy WP Cin Mmouy- racun na. SRS A L AN
erssond g reutes. ChTioren cont e ox
pected soao comatikitng thaey Qane nman
or pnysfealyao Bamdiuro's tredn,g AUl
£S shawal ase. Mmool oesStredt ke raut
Oha ™ LOL . erPSl-On 2 <t Oppj .

This response was given 8 marks as the learner had linked the theories back to

the case study and Tristan’s behaviour.
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Question 15

There were some strategies used that were inappropriate with the use of a
“time out chair or step” and this was not accepted as a response, as it would
be poor practice.

15 Explain one strategy that can be used with children who show unwanted behaviour.
LENOVE THER —70OYS SO THEY KNOA)
THAT  N&XT. 7NME . _THETY 0O SOUAERNNUNG
BALD  THEX) THEXE wiil BE _COMNSE N ONCE]S
ANDO _ THEY Wit NOT . 00 1T . AGALIN.
(Total for Question 15 = 2 marks)

The learner gained 2 marks for this response. 1 mark awarded for “remove their
toys” and a further mark awarded for “will be consequences”

Question 16

Learners responded to this question well, with examples of “ to give them
energy” or “ to promote growth” as the main responses.

16 Give two examples of why children should have sufficient sleep.

1k LR . . SffeCt  £NLxr. .. ARSLOLODY...... B
g‘neqw._. LECONMNR..... . FrLAS e .,
2 TR DN NRGRINME DR BMLOMAL

end . o ] Lo . O\

(Total for Question 16 = 2 marks)
2 marks were awarded for this response. 1 mark for “affect their learning” and a
further mark awarded for “less tolerant” The learner had given more information

than needed as the command verb was “Give” and they had given some
explanation.

14
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Question 17
This question went well, and many learners gave examples of “safety and security”

and “so they have someone to talk to”

17 State two reasons why children need positive relationships.

0._GPPIOACKH . Yo..on . adult. 1mey howe omeone i
2 AroErer reason s that they  need
feel afe mt Insecure.

(Total for Question 17 = 2 marks)

2 marks for this response.

Question 18

The learners answered this question well. Most of the learners gave “stickers” as
the reward.

18 Give one example of a reward that can be given to a child when they show wanted
behaviour

CSAOKOS
..................... extro. 9o;dm_____tmf,.......Cp/c?y.. )

(Total for Question 18 = 1 mark)

2 marks for this response.
Question 19

This question was answered less well with learners not relating their answers to
an 18-month-old or giving examples of how Aisha can be settled into the nursery.
Many of the responses gave examples of activities that would happen with any
child within a nursery rather than helping to support Aisha into starting the
nursery and the partnership with parents, that would need to be formed. There
should also be links to the theories.

15
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" Aisha is 18 months old and will be starting at the local nursery. Her key person
will be Amy.

Discuss the support Amy can give Aisha to settle into the nursery.

Provide. o outine for Asha. This il
nalee . her . feel_secure. which  Lnks . ko
Mas)owss Ah.‘crmh:g of necds.  p she  peels
secure . She can. feel  Voved this . woll
(ause.  selp - eskeem, which  then  \eads to
selc- accbhwalisabion. ...

Am\u} Con. . Asoe previcle  c. wells ventki e beol
A pof. Ashee . to. siecep N rest so bthal
hee . basic needds _are . alse. . met, aacu.n
\-‘nkmf) ko Maslows \mcra(c}m:j, - hels

She _could alsa Pra\sc Aisha fex gooo(
behawour Y ke cabin all . her .  _chnner. sSo.
Aishe f ecls  Joved ths il raise  her
self - esteem Ths  hnks  to  Slknnecs _H\.eor:sj B
Ehak  childdien  ace. more. \ikely to  behave.
and ftpcod: 8(:00( be%ow\‘our ) Hch know...
&c\sj will . e yeuwacled.

As  Am i) O\.cvt:’OP the s{:m:;je‘st

relabionship . with  Ashe  she  sheold . noclel .
aoccl X eac,pechczl. benewvour. Ths L)
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c:nocvroae Aishee  to show ool behaviout
\; ke  manners.  This Suﬂ)or‘t.s Bonduras
Socied lmrn.r:-é Eh that chilclren i)

COP\lj the oo

wons. . Sf. .. obthets &Pca'a)ij
off O people. Bhij brusk.

Am:s shoold . also provicle  apomprate
\a:t) | Fefaon. .p(‘ooc.m-#j so. MAshe  hos
SOomecne . to eX.Pre ss her Fcel-n{j_r anel
cmobions.. o as. . bhis . wll support her
mwobonoducubema

Am:j could . . aso . oiscuss . uath parcaks
what . bhe woovld  Yooth  lke~ lo set as
la:d boundacies  § - expactekions. . they
c&c‘_P::d. frum Aisva. . so . that Kisha

doesnt. . pecome c:onf‘used’ “Ths. . showvlel . Ehen
Lo reloaged  to obher skafr . members.

This response was awarded 8 marks. The learner related the experiences to the
theories. The examples given were age appropriate and the value of the
keyperson and the relationship with parents were also included.

17
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Summary

Based on the performance of this paper learners should:

e Learn the expectations of the command verbs.

e Read the requirements of the question and who should they focus their
responses.

e Give age appropriate responses where an age is stated in the question.

e Give responses that are considered “good practice”

e For the 4-mark questions give explanations.

e For the 8-mark questions relate to theories and refer back to the question.

18
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