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General Comments 

 
There is some evidence that supports the view that learners are 

becoming more adept at answering higher level questions.  MCQ 
questions are being answered more accurately however learners still 

struggle with identifying ages/age ranges.   The 1801 series 
introduced some new format to questions within the paper and marks 

awarded to support learner achievement.   The use of picture format 
for some of the questions, is now embedded and there are signs that 

learners are finding this type of question more accessible. 
 

Question 15 now comprises three parts.   The learners are given 
guidance on the areas to include within the response; the age 

appropriate milestone, the resources/activities and how these 
resources/activities will support development. This question now 

carries 6 marks and there was some evidence that learners are 

beginning to respond more positively to this type of question. 
 

In other areas, the question provides an example of a typical type of 
response.  Question 11(b) gives an example of how adults show 

Jennie pictures (activity) to encourage her to point (milestone).   
There was some evidence learners used these prompts to model their 

own responses.   However, there were occasions where learners used 
examples in the questions in their own responses for which no marks 

were awarded. 
  

The final question now carries a total of 9 marks.   Learners were 
provided with a scenario and asked to assess how using the theme 

could support children’s gross and fine motor development between 
ages three and five years.   There was some evidence that learners 

were following the guidance given in ‘what to include’.   Learners 

sometimes struggled with identifying negative responses but this may 
have been because they were asked to focus only on gross and fine 

motor development.   This latter aspect changes each series.  
 

  
 

Grade boundaries for this and all other papers can be found on the 
website on this link:  http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-

boundaries.aspx  
 

Grade Unclassified Level 1  Level 2 

Boundary 
Mark 

1806 

0 15 23 31 39 

 

 



 

Multiple Choice questions 

 
 

Questions 1 – 6  
 

There is evidence that many learners are achieving marks for these 
questions. Learners appear to have good knowledge of this unit when 

questions are presented in this format.  There were some questions 
were learners struggled, e.g., where they had to identify two ways.  

In some cases learners made only one choice rather than trying to 
gain the extra mark – even if by chance. 

 
 

Question 7 (a) 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:   B1 

Learners appeared more confident with this type of question, when 

shown as illustration/picture.  Many learners were able to gain 1 mark 
for pincer grasp. 

 
Question 7(b) 

Learners struggled more to identify the correct age range where a 
child first uses the pincer grasp. It is noted that similar to previous 

series, learners appear to struggle with the type of question that asks 
them to identify an age range/age. With questions asking for an age 

range, learners are also awarded a mark if they pick an age that falls 
within the correct age range. 

 
 

Question 8 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:   B1 

As with 7(b) above, learners appear to struggle when asked to 

identify age/age range. 
 

 
Question 9 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1 
(a) This question asked learners to give two communication and 

language milestones a child between four and five years 

should meet. Many learners gained at least 1 mark for this 

question. Where learners failed to gain marks, they often 

provided responses that were related to cognitive 

development. As there is an intrinsic link between language 

and cognition, the mark scheme for this question was further 

developed to enable learners to gain marks where they were 

able to demonstrate the clear, age appropriate link to 

communication and language. 



 

2 mark example 

 
 
 

1 mark 
 

 
 

 
 

Question 10 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 
This question asked for the age a child should begin to jump 

confidently and swerve and dodge when running.   It was thought 
that by providing more than one example, learners might be more 

able to correctly identify the age range.   As with questions 7(b) and 
8, however, learners appear to struggle with identifying the correct 

age/age range. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

1 mark 

 

 
 

0 marks 
 

 

 
 

 
Question 11 (a)  (b)   

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1, C1 
 

(a) Learners were asked to provide one example of gross or fine 

motor development a child should reach at three months old.   

There were mixed responses to this question.  Some learners 

were able to identify correct examples, whilst others 

identified milestones achieved at an older age range.  It was 

felt that in some instances learners read ‘years’ as opposed 

to ‘months’ in the question. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

1 mark 

 

 
 
0 marks 

 

 
 
 

 

(b) In this question learners were asked to describe two other 

ways adults could help Jennie reach expected milestons at 

nine months. Again for this question there was some 

evidence to suggest learners were incorrectly identifying 

‘months’ for ‘years’ 

 
4 marks 

 

 



 

3 marks 

In some cases although the learner identifed ‘support’ they gave no 
example of the type of support e.g., holding her hand, putting a 

toy out of reach for her to crawl to. 
 

 
 

2 mark example 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

1 mark  

In some cases learners gave responses that were in the question 
e.g., ‘point’ so no marks were awarded for these examples 

 

 
 
0 marks 

Some responses related more to other areas of development 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Question 12 (a) (b) 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 
(a) This question asked learners to identify two cognitive milestones 

for a child aged between three and four years. Some learners were 
able to identify correct examples. 

 
 

 
 

 



 

2 marks 

 
Counting to 10 accurately, is within the four to five year age range, if 

learners identified counting to 10 (without ‘accurately’) this was 
accepted.  

 

 

 
1 mark 

 

 

 

0 mark 
 

 

 

 
12 (b) 

Here learners were asked to identify two emotional and social milestones 
for a child aged between three and four. Many learners were able to 

identify two correct responses. Most common were friendship 
preferences and playing with other friends.   

 
 

 



 

2 marks 

 

 

 
1 mark 

 

 

 

 
0 marks 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 13 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B 
 

Learners were asked to identify two gross milestones for a child aged 
three years. 

 
Many learners struggled with this item as they were unable to identify 

correct milestones. A number of responses gave less specific 
examples e.g., run, whereas the response required was run 

backwards, run forwards. This is a difficult one as ‘run’ appears in 
different areas of the specification so learners needed to provide an 

accurate response. 
 

2 marks 
 

Here the second response is incorrect however as run backwards and 

run forwards were accepted as separate responses, 2 marks awarded 
for the first response 

 

 
 

1 mark 
 

 
 
 



 

 

0 mark 
 

 
 
 

Question 14 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B, C 

 
2 marks 

 

 

 

 
1 mark 

 

 

 



 

 

0 marks 
 

 

 
 

Question 15 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1, C1 

 
6 mark 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

5 marks 

 

 
 

5 marks 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

4 marks 

 
 

 
 
 

4 marks 

 

 
 

 
. 

 
 

 
 



 

2 marks 

 
 

 
 

 
2 marks 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Question 16 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1 C1 
 

4 marks 
 

 

 
3 marks 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

2 marks 

 

 

 
0 mark 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

Question 17 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 C1 
 

4 marks 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

3 marks 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

2 marks 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

0 marks 

 

 
 

 
Question 18 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: A1 B1, C1 
 

Level 3 mark band 
 

Learners gaining grades within this boundary were more able to cite age 
appropriate examples related to the theme.  They made appropriate links 

to the type of support adults could provide the negative impact on 
development in reaching appropriate milestones. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Level 2 mark band 
 

Learners achieving grades within this boundary were able to cite good 
examples linked to the theme, though they were not always age 

appropriate, some linked to other areas of development whereas this 
question focuses on one area of development. There were some good 

attempts at providing adult support however synthesis was slightly 

weaker. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Level 1 mark band 
 

Learners achieving marks within this grade boundary were able to cite 
few examples and these were mostly unrelated the appropriate 

milestones and/or to the theme.  Links to the types of adult support 
provided were weak or absent and there was no/little relevant detail as 

to the effects on development. In some instances learners repeated 

types of support or discussed examples that were provided in the 
question. 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

0 marks awarded 
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