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General Comments 

 
The external assessment process was considered to be appropriate and fit 

for purpose.  There were    3357     entries for this examination. 
 

The 1801 series has introduced some new format to questions within the 
paper and marks awarded to support learner achievement.   Question 8 is 

now in three parts and includes pictorial representations of children in 
various stages of development.  It was hoped that the inclusion of pictures 

would make papers more accessible to learners in a positive way. 
 

Question 13 now comprises two parts.  (a) asks learners to identify specific 
milestones and (b) introduces ‘recommend’ questions.  Here learners are 

provided information that guides learner responses so that learners identify 
appropriate resources/activities, state how these resources/activities can 

support development and the age/stage appropriate milestone hoped for at 

the age provided in the question.  This question now carries 6 marks. 
  

The final question now carries a total of 9 marks.   Similar to question 13, 
learners are provided with a scenario and to ‘assess’ the use of the 

theme/activity in supporting children’s development.  This question allows 
learners to demonstrate their overall knowledge of child development 

though questions will either ask for the area of development discussed in 
the question OR one other area of development.   

 
Again, information is provided that guides learners to provide: 

Other resources/activities that link to the theme and the area of 
development 

How these recourses/activities will promote children’s learning and 
development in this area and the age/appropriate milestone that the 

resource/activity will help develop.  

  
An addition to this question asks learners to consider the negative impact 

on childrens’ development.  This allows learners to consider either the 
negative impact in the area discussed in the question or the holistic impact 

over other areas of development. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
  

 
Grade boundaries for this and all other papers can be found on the website 

on this link:  http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-
boundaries.aspx  

 

  

  

Grade  

  

Unclassified  

Level 1 

Pass  

 Level 2  

Pass  

  

Merit  Distinction  

Boundary 

Mark  

0  13 21 29 37 
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Multiple Choice questions 

 
 

Questions 1 – 5  
 

There is evidence that many learners are achieving marks for these 
questions.    

 
 

Question 4 
 

 
 

Question 5 
 

Appears well answered many gaining both marks for this question  Some 
responded with C remembers past experiences  

2 marks 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Question 6 (a) and (b) 

 

TargSpecification Area:  Learning Aim:   B1 

 
 

(a) This question asked learners to identify the age when a child 

would be likely to first smile.  The correct response was between 3 weeks 

and 2 months.   

 
 

0 marks 
 

A number of responses focused on 3 months to 1 year. 
 

 

 
 
1 mark 

 

 
 
 

(b) asked which area of development related to a child smiling for the 

first time.   

Many identified correct response and a number were specific in identifying 
smiling as an emotional response which demonstrated a good 

understanding of this area of development 
 

1 mark 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

0 marks 
 

Some identified other areas of development 
 

 
 
 

 
Question 7 

 

TarSSpecification Area:  Learning Aim: A1 

 

Learners were asked to identify two examples of cognitive development.  
Though this question was aimed at Area A1 of the specification, many 

learner responses gave examples of cognitive development.  This 
demonstrated learners’ deeper understanding of this area of development 

applied to different contexts. 
 

2 marks 

 



 

 
 

 
 
1 mark 

 

 
 

  



 

Question 8 (a)  (b)  (c) 

 

TargSpecification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 
In (a), learners were asked to identify the age of a child who could feed 

themself.  This question was presented in pictorial format and is a new to 

this exam series.    
Overall this new structure for this question appeared to work well. 

 
 

Some  learners were able to identify the correct age of 18 months 
 

 
 

 
0 marks 



 

In (b) learners were provided a further picture of a child tying shoe laces 

and asked them to identify the age when they were likely to achieve this 
milestone.   Again this format is new to the exam series 

 
More learners were better able to identify the correct age range of between 

five and eight years than a specific age range as in (a).    
 

1 mark 

 
 
 

 
Some learners cited age ranges within the 5 – 8 age range 

 



 

 
 

Some learners cited specific ages and were awarded a mark as the age fell 
within the correct age range. 

 

 
 

 
 

  



 

In ( c)  learners were asked to identify the area of development (a) and (b) 

fell in to  While many learners were able to correctly identify ‘fine motor 
development’ some identified other areas.  The most common area was 

cognition. 
 

1 mark  
Many learners were able to identify the correct area of development – fine 

motor 
 

 

 
 

0 marks 
 

Some learners cited other areas of development 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Physical development was not specific enough for marks to be awarded as 
(a) and (b) are behaviours that fall under fine motor development in the 

specification. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  



 

Question 9 (a) (b) 

 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 

 
In this 2-part question, learners were asked to identify an example of a reflex 

expected of a new-born baby 

 
(a)   Many learners were able to gain 1 mark for this response 

 
1 mark 

 

 

 

In the second part of the question learners were asked to provide two examples 

of gross motor development expected of a child aged between three and six 
months. 

 
(b)  Many learners were able to identify appropriate milestones 

 
2 marks 

 

 

 

 
 

Some learners gave milestones outside the three to six-month age range 
1-mark example 

 

 

 
0 mark example 

 



 

 

 

 
1 mark example 

 
Some learners identified fine motor instead of gross motor examples  

 
 

 

 

Question 10 
 

Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1  

 
 

Learners were asked to provide two cognitive milestones for a child between 
five and eight years old. 

 
 

2 marks 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

2 marks 

 
In this example 1 mark for counting to 100 and 1 further mark for simple 

addition and multiplication.   Where it was clear that learners were providing 
examples of ‘simple calculations’ awards were given. 

 

 

 

 
1 marks 

 
Some responses gave general cognitive abilities rather than milestones e.g., 

problem solving 
 

 

 

0 Marks. 
 

Some learners provided responses that fell under communication and 

language development 
 

  



 

Question 11 

TargSpecification Area:  Learning Aim:  B 

 

 
Learners were asked to provide two communication and language milestones for 

a child aged between two and a half years and three years old. 

 
A number of learners were able to give 2 correct examples.  Common responses 

were ‘simple sentences’ and ‘having up to 200 words’ 
 

2 marks 
 

 

 
Some learners were able to achieve 1 mark.  A common response was ‘speaking 

in simple sentences’ 
1 mark 

 

  



 

0 marks 

 
Some learners gave milestones achieved at different ages  

 

 

 
Question 12 

TargSpecification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1, C1 

 
For this question, learners were required to describe two ways adults could 

support a child’s fine motor development aged between three and four 
years 

 
There were some good responses to this question.  Many learners were 

able to identify adult support and age appropriate activities 
 

4 marks 
 



 

 
 

 
2 marks 

 

 
 
 

Some learners were able to correctly identify age appropriate activities 
e.g., ‘helping the child turn the pages in a book’ and general activities e.g., 

painting.  To gain further marks learners would need to provide extensions 



 

to these questions e.g., ‘adults can paint with the to encourage them to 

paint a person with a trunk /legs 
 

2 marks 

 
 

Some learners provided some good responses however they were not 
specific to be able to intepret in the age appropriate milestone as the 

activities could relate to a child of most age ranges. 
 

 



 

 

0 marks 
Some learners gave examples for other areas of development or physical 

developmental needs. 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

Question 13 (a)  (b) 

Targ Specification Area:  Learning Aim:  B1 C1 

 

This question is presented in a new format starting with a short question asking 
learners to identify two physical milestones Callum would reach between four 

and five years old  

(a)   
Some learners identified jump, run climb, skip, hop.  In the specification these 

are milestones achieved between 5 and 8 where a child can do these physical 
activities ‘confidently’.   where learners identified these activities, marks were 

awarded as they did not state a child was confident 
 

2 marks 
 

 

 

 
Some learners identified emerging skills ‘riding bikes with stabilisers’  A child 

aged between five and eight would be able to ride a bike  

 

 
  



 

1 mark 

some learners gave examples of activities in other age ranges.  Riding a bike is 
achieved around five to eight years old. 

 

 

 

(b)     In the second part of the question learners are provided some guidance 
as to the type of response they should provide.  Here they are asked to 

recommend two ways Callum’s childminder could support his communication 
and language development between four and five years old.    To be awarded 

the full 6 marks for this aspect of the question, learners needed to identify  the 
resources/ activities the adults would provide, how these resources/activities 

could support the area of development and the age/appropriate milestone that 
the would be achieved by the time Callum would be five. 

 
6 marks 

 

1st response 
1 mark for circle time (activity) 

1 mark for ‘talking about weekend’ (what has happened – age appropriate 
milestone) 

1 mark for ‘supporting Cullum’s development because he will be 
communicating with other children’ (encouraging speaking and listening). 

 
2nd response 

1 mark for ‘read Callum a book’ (activity) 
1 mark for ‘asking questions’ (adult support) 

1 mark for ‘asking who was your favourite character and why’ (answering 
back – age appropriate milestone) 

 



 

 

 

5 marks 
 

In this response 5 marks awarded 

 

1st response 

1 mark for ‘give Callum a book’ (activity/resource) 

1 mark for ‘ask questions’ (encourage speaking skills) 

0 marks for age appropriate milestone 

 

2nd response 

1 mark for ‘role play’ (activity/resource) 

1 mark for ‘encouraging speaking skills’  (as in mark scheme) 

1 mark for ‘speaking fluently’   According to the specification, by four years 

Callum should be speaking fluently with some speech immaturities.  Therefore, 
between the ages of four and five he should be learning to speak fluently. 

(milestone) 

 



 

 

 

 
Some learners were able to identify appropriate activities and resources 

achieving up to 4 marks.   
 

4 marks 
 In this response First response 

1 mark for providing Callum with books (resource/activity) 
1 mark for ‘asking him to read aloud’ (encourage his speaking skills) 

0 marks for age appropriate milestone 
 

Second response 
1 mark for ‘introducing new words’ (resource/activity) 

1 mark for ‘asking him to say them back (encouraging his speaking/ 
(asking question) 

0 marks for age appropriate milestone. 

 
 



 

 
 

This response was also awarded 4 marks 
1st response 

1 mark for ‘providing pretend play’ (resource/activity) 

1 mark for ‘improve more complex questions’ (encourage speaking and 
listening) 

0 marks for age appropriate milestone 
 

2nd response 
1 mark for ‘encouraging him to co operate with other children’ (activity) 

1 mark for ‘improve his language skills’  (encourages speaking’) 
0 marks for age appropriate milestone 

 



 

 
 

  



 

Question 14 

TargSpecification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 C1 

 

In this 4 mark question, learners were required to explain two ways Kate 
could support Zach’s cognitive development between two and three years.   

This question has been slightly adapted to give an example of the type of 

response learners should consider.  In this question the scenario has 
identified a way (giving Zach mirrors) and a linked description, (‘so he can 

recognise himself in them’) 
Some learners picked up on this example epitomising the importance of 

reading questions carefully. 
 

3 marks 
1 mark for ‘putting toys away so he can remember where they go (Way) 

 
2nd response 

1 mark for ‘washing hands’ (encourage memory - Way) 
1 mark for so he get’s what a routine is like) (remembering past 

experiences – milestone) 

 
 

3 marks 
Some learners were able to identify appropriate 

activities/resources/support and provide appropriate linked descriptions.   
Problem solving was a common response.  

 3 marks awarded – possible 4 



 

1st response 

1 mark for ‘encourage him to play with puzzles’ (milestone) 
1 mark for ‘improve his problem solving’ (way) 

 
2nd response 

1 mark for ‘playing games, like snap… to recognise matches’ 
0 further marks as this response does not include an age appropriate 

milestone.  Problem solving is in the first response 
or  

1 mark for ‘improve concentration’ (memory/recall) or ‘improve basic 
numeracy’ (problem solving) 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

2 mark response 
In this response the learner has provided ways or activities however no age 

appropriate milestone was provided 
 

 
 

2 mark  
 

Some learners were able to provide appropriate ways e.g., encouraging 
memory or puzzles  

 

 



 

Question 15 

TargSpecification Area:  Learning Aim: B1, C1 

 

 
Learners were asked to describe two ways a teacher could support a child’s 

gross motor skills aged five years.   This question identifies that Temi is not 

meeting expected milestones in this area.  In the scenario an example has 
been provided in that Mrs. Langley has provided outdoor activities (way) to 

encourage Temi to hop (age appropriate milestone) 
 

4 marks 
In this response the learner has identified two appropriate ways 

(encouraging balance in the first response and co ordination in the second 
through appropriate outdoor opportunities)  The response also gives 

appropriate milestons (jumping and skipping) 
 

 
 
 

  



 

3 marks 

In this response the learner has identified ‘obstacle course’ as a way or 
activity.   

In the second response the learner has identified ‘skip’ and ‘jump’ (age 
appropriate milestones).  As no milestone was identified in the first 

response, 2 marks were awarded in the second response.   
 

 

 
 

  



 

1 mark 

 
In this response the learner has identified encouraging Temi to choose an 

outdoor activity and was awarded 1 mark.   
 

 

 
 

0 marks 
To gain marks learners need to identify an appropriate way 

(activity/resource) with a linked response that provides an age appropriate 
milestone.   

 



 

 
 

 
Question 16 

TargSpecification Area:  Learning Aim: B1, C1 

The final question is presented in a new format and provides some information 
to guide learner’s responses.  Here a keyperson has developed a Pirate theme 

for children aged between three and four years old.   
 

The question asks learners to assess how this theme can be used to support 
children’s cognitive development.   Responses asked for: 

The resources/activities that would link to the pirate theme and to the area of 
development; how the resources/activities chosen would support the child’s 

development in this area to reach the appropriate milestone of four years.  

learners were also required to identify the negative impact of not providing 
appropriate activities and resources on the children’s cognitive development. 

 
 

Level 3 Band 
Some learners were able to identify age appropriate milestones and make clear 

links between the pirate theme and cognitive development.  There was a better 
description of the negative impact on cognition with some attempts at 

identifying specific impact on future milestones 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Band 2 

 
In this response the learner has provided some good links to the theme and 

made an attempt at milestones.   There is also mention of the negative impact 
though this is more general 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Higher end of Band 2 

In this example the learner has provided a good account with examples linked 
to cognition and the pirate theme.  There is a discussion as to the negative 

impact.   There are some examples of milestones thought these are not always 
appropriate for the age/stage of development 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
Band 1 

 
 

In this response examples are provided however they are general and not 
specific to link to cognitive development.  There are a few ideas on supporting 

cognition however the response provides more information about social and 
emotional development. 



 

 

 
Band 1 

The response below provides a general description and links more to fine motor 
development.  There are no strong links to the theme or area of development 

and no age appropriate milestones have been given 
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