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General Comments on Exam

This is the fifth time that this Unit has been assessed. It is pleasing to report that
many of the students who sat the paper showed knowledge of the principles of
promoting positive behaviour and were able to make links to relevant theories. The
understanding of the theories has been taught well within the centres and students
have shown an increased knowledge particularly of Skinner and Maslow. The
students understood the use of rewards within an early year’s environment and
gave various examples of Skinners theory. For many of the students they were also
able to identify the Ist stage of Maslow.

It was evident that some students were not able to develop their answers to show
understanding, application and explanation and further support with students
understanding a description would enhance the quality of the responses; although
improvements have been made since the previous series.

Additional marks could have been gained if students consider the partnership
between the home and the setting and this could be an area that the centres
further develop.

The students also found the eight mark questions difficult and further practise of
these within the centres, would help with the quality of these responses.

Centres are to be highly commended for full coverage of the specification which
enabled their learners to access all aspects of the paper.
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Questions 1 - 4

These questions were answered well. The questions are generic, rather than specific
to the stages of development. Students demonstrated sound understanding of
factors that can affect behaviour.

Question 5

Q5(a)
Targeted specification area A.1

The students answered the question well, providing examples which related to the
theory of Maslow which most students were able to give examples.

5 (a) State one need that must be met first according to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs
theory.

As this question had the command verb which was “state” a one-word answer was
also accepted.

It would be good exam practice for centres to explain to the students the
information that would be required for the different command verbs.

Q5(b)

Targeted specification area A.1

The students were able to give an identification of the areas that could be provided
by the centres to meet the first level of Maslow’s hierarchy but did not always give
a suitable description of why these areas were important to support the positive
behaviour of children aged two.

(b) Explain two ways adults in early years settings could use the first level of Maslow’s
hierarchy of needs theory to support the positive behaviour of children aged two
years,
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Question 6
Targeted specification area C.2

Most students answered this question well with examples given which included “to
stop a child being harmed” as the main response.

Question 7
Targeted specification area A.1

Many students found this question difficult and some of the responses did not relate
to cognitive delay or students found it difficult to give two different responses. The
centres should ensure that all the factors that are identified within the specification
are taught as the students also found the Biological factors difficult within a
previous paper.

7 Give two ways cognltwe delay may affect children’s behaviour.
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Question 8
Targeted specification area C.1

The question required this to be answered from the perspective of an adult, and
many of the students answered this question from the perspective of a child. This
led to the students not gaining the mark available for this question.

8 State one reason why adults in an early years setting need to have positive
expectations of children’s behaviour.
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Question 9
Targeted specification area B.1

The students were able to give good examples of the how children can be given
control within a setting and many students were able to give various examples of
how choices and responsibilities can be given.



Question 10
Targeted specification area B2

Students were able to identify examples of ways that a setting should respond to
children’s behaviour to prevent confusion. Many students included responding
consistently within the centre and this could have been developed further to include
consistency between the home and setting.

10 Children can become confused by the different ways adults respond to their behaviour.

Give two ways adults in an early years setting should respond to children’s behaviour
to prevent confusion.
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Question 11
Targeted specification area C.1

This question was answered well and it was clear that the students understood
Skinner’s operant conditioning theory with many of the students including an
example of children repeating wanted behaviour if there was a reward. Some
students found it difficult to give an alternative answer for the additional 2 marks.

11 Explain twoadvantages)of using Skinner’s operant conditioning theory to support
children’s positive aviour in an early years seffing.
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Question 12
Targeted specification area B.2

This question was answered well for the ways in which adults can support children
to meet expectations but the students had difficulty in giving two examples with an
appropriate response to gain the full four marks.

12 Explain two ways adults in early years settings support children aged five years to
meet expectations for their behaviour.
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Question 13
Targeted specification area A.1

Many students gave responses that linked to changes in home circumstances and

the emotional factors that may be affected by these changes. This question was
answered well.

Question 14
Targeted specification area C1

Many students were able to give one example which was mainly praise or reward
but few were able to give a different example or develop the response to gain the
full marks.

14 Describe one way adults in an early years setting encourage positive behaviour by
supporting children’s self-esteem.
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Question 15
Targeted specification area Al, B1, B2, C1, C2

The students were able to identify role modelling (Bandura) and basic needs
(Maslow) but the responses were not developed and sometimes focused on one
area. Few students gave a balanced view or related the information to the
appropriate age of the child to gain the higher marks. It was clear that the theories
were understood but due to this the students describe the theory rather than an
explanation and show depth and understanding. As this question requires responses
from the whole of the specification by focusing on one aspect, restricted the marks
that were awarded. Some of the students did not relate their answers to the setting
of a childminder.

15 Abbi, aged two years, has just started with a new childminder.

Discuss how the childminder can support Abbi’s positive behaviour,
Ahe _childminder . can. . svpporck... Abbi's
_Poditive. .. behaviour... Efj Pf‘mﬁlﬁ\oshcr ___________ |
A O Aot .. 2omerh ing WAL wnich,
Wil W0Flvence. . her ... Eo . do it 08N

Algo,. oy _the  childminder  showsing  the
| _positive. . _behaviowe . berself, Abbi . will _model
Yhio. Qs She . Wil sec.  her.. childminder
RS TR— ¥ poSitive, . OIC . model “This  1inksS
ko Albet  Bandora's. H“mij ».20cial _Jearmg
4,)?'& v ChIlQPunder.... . CAN._... _Si.\.{.c,.. _Abbi_
RWAAS I SNE D ShOWwIng. |
ponikive . oehaviewr...becavwse  Hhis  will
-encowrage. . Per.. .. LO. . Show. .. this _ behoviowu

Operank. C,onci:t.ncm@ -

She  can drsp!gj/?brqhqm Maslow's. .
biffO\CP:B Of .nelds ... ko . soppoct. . Abbil>

Ponitive. . Dehaviowr. ... E\j NG hec  feel, slicee
water and__Shelter. dbe. . can  protect her ko feel

Safe , Show. . Jove. . and _attention...ond.... bouid _ve
her | =self -esteenm  and  sSef - actualisakion .
(Total for Question 15 = 8 marks)

6 marks example



Question 16
Targeted specification area B.1

The students were able to give one example with an explanation and showed that
they understood the role of a key person.

16 Give two ways adults in an early years setting can model desired behaviour to
children.
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Question 17
Targeted specification area A.1

This question was answered better than a previous series and it was clear that the

centres have worked hard with this area to ensure that the students understand
this concept.

17 Describe one effect of under-stimulation on the behaviour of children aged four
years in an early years setting.
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Question 18
Targeted specification area A.1, B.1, B.2,C.1, C.2

This question was not answered well with learners not focusing on unwanted
behaviour and not relating their responses to the specified age group. This question
related to the application of responses and the students found it difficult to identify
specific practice that could be carried out and was appropriate.

18 Discuss how adults in an early years setting deal with the unwanted behaviour of
children aged three and four years.
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