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General Comments

The external assessment process was considered to be appropriate and fit
for purpose. There were 2693 entries for this examination.

Evidence demonstrated that students showed a general understanding of
patterns of growth and development of children from birth to eight years.
There was also evidence students were able to link theory to practical
situations in early years settings, in a range of responses.

There were a few questions that may have been misinterpreted by students
resulting in responses that did not gain marks or attracted few marks (see
questions 20 and 21). This was particularly evident in more challenging
questions requiring students to apply knowledge to situations.

Question 21 continues to prove a challenge for some learners as they
attempt to provide responses that cover all areas of development. Many
responses covered several pages for this question and some learners may
have been confused with the use of ‘skills and knowledge’ rather than
‘learning and development’.

Students were however able to achieve marks for questions requiring them
to identify age ranges, specific milestones and other key information
however; some students struggled to provide expansions and elaborations
in @ number of responses.

Overall evidence suggests that students have achieved higher grades in this
series than the previous two series, demonstrating high levels of knowledge
and consolidation. Those achieving higher grades were able to apply
knowledge to practical situations in a focused manner making good links to
other areas of development. Achievement is well within grade boundaries
and it is pleasing to see that more learners are achieving pass/merit status
with an increasing number achieving distinction

Grade boundaries for this and all other papers can be found on the website
on this link: htt://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

Grade Unclassified | Level 1 Level 2

Pass
Boundary Pass Merit Distinction
Mark 16 24 32 40




Question 6

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: Al

This question asked learners to identify one key aspect of children’s growth.
There were good responses to this question and most learners were able to
identify a key aspect including changes in physical size, growth of brain,

heredity, genes. Answers also accepted included head, height, weight,
head circumference.

Question 8

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: A1

This question asked learners to give one reason why children’s development
should be viewed holistically. A correct response was that development
should be viewed holistically as children acquire skills at varying rates in
different areas of development or answers that defined development in one
area would affect oher areas of development. This response required recall
from the specification yet most learners struggled to provide an appropriate
definition. Some learners focused on the development of milestones.

Example of a 1 mark response
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2 | 8 Give one reason why children’s development should be viewed holistically.
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Example of a 0 mark response

8 Give one reason why children’s development should be viewed holistically.
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(Total for Question 8 = 1 mark)




Question 9
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: C1 \

This question asked learners to provide two examples of how adults could provide for
children’s physical development. Most learners were able to achieve the 2 marks for
this question. Those learners failing to gain full marks often gave examples of the
same area of development.

2 mark example

9 Give two examples of how adults in early years settings should provide for children's
physical development
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(Total for Question 9 = 2 marks)

1 mark response
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9 Give two examples of how adults in early years settings should provide for children’s
physical development.
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(Total for Question 9 = 2 marks)

Question 10
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: C1 \

This question asked learners to identify two examples of how adults could support a
child’s cognitive development. The majority of learners were able attain 1 mark for
this question.

2 mark example

10 Give two examples of how adults in early years settings can support children’s
cognitive development.
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(Total for Q 10 = 2 marks)
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10 Give two examples of how adults in early years settings can support children’s
cognitive development.
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(Total for Question 10 = 2 marks)

1 mark example

10 Give two examples of how adults in early years settings can support children’s
cognitive development,
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(Total for Question 10 = 2 marks)




Question 11a
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: A1, A2, B1 |

This question was scenario based and for part (a), asked learners two ways that
Jack’s emotional development would affect other areas of development. Most
learners were able to achieve at least two marks for identifying other areas of

development and many learners were able to provide appropriate examples to
gain the full four marks.

4 mark response

1 A
Jack is four years old and has just joined the setting. He does not play with other ¢
children and sometimes shouts and throws toys at them if they approach him. 5

(a) Explain two ways that Jack’s emotional development is likely to affect other areas
of his development.
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3 mark response

n
Jack is four years old and has just joined the setting. He does not play with other
children and sometimes shouts and throws toys at them if they approach him.

(a) Explain two ways that Jack's emotional development is likely to affect other areas
of his development.
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2 mark response



1
Jack is four years old and has just joined the setting. He does not play with other
children and sometimes shouts and throws toys at them if they approach him.

(a) Explain two ways that Jack’s emotional development is likely to affect other areas
of his development.
(4)
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1 mark response
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1 \
(Jack is four years old and has just joined the setting. He does not play with other
kchild'en and sometimes shouts and throws toys at them if they approach him.

(a) Explain two ways that Jack’s emotional development is likely to affect other areas
of his development.
4)
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Question 11b

| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1, C1 |

This question asked learners to demonstrate how adults could support Jack’s
emotional and social development. Most learners were able to gain 2 marks for this
question and good responses were provided. Some learners struggled to make
appropriate links through providing examples of how the adult’s support supported a
child’s emotional and social development.

4 mark example



emotional and social development.
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3 mark response

(b) Explain m ways that gmnny years setting could support Jack's
| and social d
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2 mark response

(b) Explain two ways that adults in an early years setting could support Jack’s
emotional and social development.

(4)
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(Total for Question 11 = 8 marks)




1 mark response

(b) Explain two ways that adults in an early years setting could support Jack’s
emotional and social development.
(4)

| ey Owdd 0EQUNISE NLW experence]
for  sock b SwmWates gl his
SNSen.

|2 Tray cowdd. 4o enouroge tun £0
how? positive  Prfend ships.

M A BTV IR DRI R0 000

(Total for Q 11 = 8 marks)
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Question 13
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 \

This question asked learners to provide two examples of cognitive development
expected within a year when a child would be four years of age. Many learners were
able to achieve 1 mark for this question though some failed to identify correct specific
milestones.

1 mark response

13 Kris is three years old and reaching expected milestones.

Give two examples of cognitive development expected in the next year when he will
be four years old.

1 CQJMHQj Op bo oo,

2 m -’c_(_z\v_»f\:)\\_m"j
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(Total for 13 = 2 marks)

0 mark response



Here the learner has made a good attempt for the first response. Thesecond response
is an example of where learners confused cognition with language and
communication.

% 13 Kris is three years old and reaching expected milestones.

Give two examples of cognitive development expected in the next year when he will
be four years old.
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(Total for Question 13 = 2 marks)
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Question 14
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 |

Most learners were able to achieve 2 marks for this question. Those not achieving
marks, related to responses predominantly from adjacent age ranges.

2 mark response

14 Give two milestones of gross motor development expected of a baby at nine months.
°

1 Sle Lnsueonced
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__(Total for Question 14 = 2 marks)

0 mark response

14 Give two milestones of gross motor development expected of a baby at nine months.
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(Total for Q ion 14 = 2 marks)




Question 16
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 \

Many learners were able to identify at least one fine motor milestone for a child aged
between 5 and 8 years of age. Where some learners failed to gain marks, they
provided examples that were not related to fine motor development or from different
age ranges.

1 mark response

16 Give one milestone of fine motor development expected of a child aged between
five and eight years.
To be ope tO  de UG SNOC.
\GCES.
(Total for Q ion 16 = 1 mark)
|
0 Mark

This response relates to a skill of a 15 month old child

16 Give one milestone of fine motor development expected of a child aged between {
five and eight years. {
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(Total for Question 16 = 1 mark)

This response relates to gross motor development

16 Give one milestone of fine motor development expected of a child aged between
five and eight years.
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(Votal for Question 16=1mark)
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Question 17
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 |

Here learners needed to give an example of cognitive developmental milestones for a
child when they reach eight years of age. Some learners were able to correctly
identify 1 example including ‘conserve’, ‘tell the time’ ‘count up to 100°. Other
responses were not within the age range or did not focus on cognitive development.
There were many responses that focused on the times tables.

1 mark response

Give one example of a cognitive development milestone he will be expected to reach
by the time he is eight years old.
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0 mark response

17 Joe is seven years old and developing as expected.

Give one example of a cognitive development milestone he will be expected to reach
by the time he is eight years old.
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(Total for Question 17 = 1 mark)




Question 18
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: C1 B1 \

Here learners needed to provide two ways adults could promote Jenna’s language
development. There were some very good responses to this question.

2 mark response

18
(Jenna is two and a half years old. ]

Give two ways adults in an early years setting can promote Jenna'’s language
development.

1 MO0 SOUAG PO SOy AN WAN G o00LP SOWEN
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(Total for Question 18 = 2 marks)

0 mark response

Although the learner has identified that by communicating with other children will

support Jenna’s language development, it does not show how the adult can promote
this aspect of development.



18
[Jenna is two and a half years old. J

Give two ways adults in an early years setting can promote Jenna's language

development. <)/
eNNO.

olek Mg COMMUNILats  wieh  other
Chicen

(Total for Question 18 = 2 marks)

Question 19
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 C1 |

Learners needed to explain two ways adults could support a child to reach physical
developmental milestones at three years of age. Most learners were able to gain two
marks for this question identifying an appropriate way. Some learners were able to
make age appropriate links (eg’ ride a tricycle’, ‘develop tripod grasp’). Some
learners responses were a little too generic, eg ‘able to run’ - this is a skill learned at
two years old and was not awarded marks. Whereas a response that stated a child
should be able to run forwards and backwards would be awarded marks.

3 mark example

9
[ Sam is two years old and is reaching expected milestones.J

Explain two ways adults in an early years setting can support Sam to reach the
physical development milestones expected at three years.

nde oK oaels
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1 mark example



19
[ Sam Is two years old and is reaching expected milestones.]

Explain two ways adults in an early years setting can support Sam to reach the
physical development milestones expected at three years.
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0 mark response
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Explain two ways adults in an early years setting can support Sam to reach the
physical development milestones expected at three years.
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(Total for Question 19 = 4 marks)
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Question 20a
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1, C1 |
g g

This question asked two ways that adults could support Rashid through a transition.

Most learners were able to achieve 2 marks for this question. However many focused

on developing friendships with other children. Some learners were able to identify
the importance of the key person maintaining proximity, forming a bond, comforting
Rashid. Some learners were able to make at least one appropriate link.

4mark example

— |

20—
Rashid is eighteen months old and although usually settled he has
become upset since staff have changed in the eariy years semng

— — N i

(a) Explain two ways adults in the early years setting can support Rashid through this
transition.
(4)
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3 mark example

20
Rashid is eighteen months old and although usually settled he has
become upset since staff have changed in the early years setting.

(a) Explain two ways adults in the early years setting can support Rashid through this
transition.

(4)
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2 mark example



ram

20
[WthhsddMaMhmlwmmhaJ
become upset since staff have changed in the early years setting.

(a) Explain two ways adults in the early years setting can support Rashid through this

transition.
(4)
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20
Rashid is eighteen months old and although usually settled he has
become upset since staff have changed in the early years setting.

(a) Explain two ways adults in the early years setting can support Rashid through this
transition.
(4)
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1 mark example

20
Rashid is eighteen months old and although usually settled he has
become upset since staff have changed in the early years setting.

(a) Explain twe ways adults in the early years setting can support Rashid through this
transition.
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Question 20b
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: B1 |

This question asked learners to identify one way a lack of adult support could affect
Rashid’s cognitive development. Many learners provided good responses to this

question and were able to identify how a lack of bond/adult support would affect
Rashid’s cognitive development.

2 mark response

(b) Explain one way a lack of adult support may affect Rashid's cognitive
development during this transition.

(2)
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(Total for Question 20 = 6 marks)

1 mark response

(b) Explain one way alack of adult support may affect Rashid’s cognitive
development during this transition.
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(Total for Q ion 20 = 6 marks)




Question 21
| Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim: All \

Question 21 required learners to discuss the importance of adults providing
appropriate support to help increase the skills and knowledge of children aged five
years.

Many responses attempted to cover all areas of development providing some
examples which were often generic and not age specific. Whilst there were some very
good responses that discussed age appropriate activities and the importance of adults
providing support, some did not extend answers to discuss the impact on lack of adult
support on children’s developing skills and knowledge. Many responses were
extensive, illustrating their focus on covering all areas of development; while,
providing examples in two other areas would have helped learners consolidate their
work. Many learners were able to achieve marks within the first level indicator, with
few achieving in level 3.

8 mark response

Here the learner has made age appropriate examples; they have also discussed the
impact of a lack of support.
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5 mark response

- _——

21 Discuss the importance of adults in early years settings providing appropriate
suppert to increase the skills and knowledge of children aged five years.
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4 Mark response

Here the learner has provided age appropriate responses.

-

© | 21 Discuss the importance of adults in early years settings providing appropriate
Support 1o increase the skills and knowledge of children aged five yoars.
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(Total for Question 21 = & marks}
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TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS

2 mark response

To achieve marks in Level 2 band, the learner would need to provide age appropriate
examples/discuss the importance and impact of lack of adult support.
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