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General Comments 
 
Evidence demonstrated that learners showed a general understanding of 
patterns of growth and development of children from birth to eight years.  
There was also evidence learners were able to link theory to practical 
situations in early years settings in a range of responses. 
 
There were a number of questions that may have been misinterpreted by 
learners resulting in responses that did not gain marks or attracted few 
marks. This was particularly evident in more challenging questions requiring 
learners to apply knowledge to situations. There was some evidence 
suggesting that some centres were teaching terminology and content 
outside the scope of the specification having an effect on learners’ ability to 
attract higher marks. 
 
Learners were able to achieve marks for questions requiring them to 
identify age ranges, specific milestones and other key information; however 
some learners struggled to provide expansions and elaborations in a 
number of responses. 
 
Grade Boundaries 
 
Grad boundaries for this and all other papers can be found on the website 
on this link:  http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-
boundaries.aspx 
 

Grade Unclassified Level 1 
Pass 

Level 2 
Pass Merit Distinction 

Boundary 
Mark 0 15 23 31 39 
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Question 6 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: A1 
 
This question required learners to state what they understand social 
development to mean.  The required mark for this question was one and 
most learners were able to identify development of friendships/relationships 
with awareness of role models.  Some learners also provided responses of 
co operation/turn taking and interacting with others to gain one mark.  
Those learners failing to gain a mark usually referred to communicating with 
other children. 
 
0 mark example 

 
 
2 mark example  
 

 
 
 
Question 7 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
This question required learners to identify two examples of emotional and 
social developmental milestones a child would reach by 18 months of age.   
There were mixed responses for this question as some learners clearly 
struggled to identify correct milestones.  However many learners were able 
to achieve at least 1 mark for this 2 mark question. 
 
0 mark example 
 

 

 



 
2 mark example 
 

 
 
 
Question 8 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: A1 
 
This question required learners to provide one reason for the use of 
milestones  and in the main responses were consistent with the specification 
with learners being able to provide correct responses for a total of one 
mark. 
 
0 mark example 
 

 
 
1 mark example 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 9 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: A1 
 
This question focused learners on the reason for using a centile chart.  Many 
learners were able to correctly identify the correct responses from the 
specification.  Those failing to achieve the one mark for this question used 
terminology such as ‘measurement’ or ‘keep track of progress’. 
 
0 mark example 

 
 
1 mark example 

 
 
 
Question10 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
This one mark question asked learners to identify the fine motor skill a child 
would be able to achieve when picking small objects. Most learners were 
able to correctly identify the correct response, pincer grasp. Incorrect 
responses identified other grasps eg ‘tripod’ ‘palmer’ 
 
0 mark example 

 
 
1 mark example 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 11 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
Some learners struggled to correctly identify the response for this one mark 
question with some responses being outside the specification (e.g. 8-10 
years). 
 
0 mark example 

 
 
1 mark example 

 
 
Question 12 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
Many learners struggled to identify what was meant by ‘conservation’ and 
provide an elaboration for the 2 marks.  A number of responses incorrectly 
identified conservation as being an understanding of numbers, values, and 
basic maths.   
 
0 mark example 
 

 
2 mark example 
 

 
 

 



Question 13 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
Most learners were able to correctly identify the correct age range for this 
one mark question. Acceptable responses included ages within the age 
range (5, 7 years) or age ranges within the correct range of 5-8 years, eg. 
6-7 years.   
 
0 mark example 

 
 
1 mark example 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 14 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
Many learners were able to correctly explain two ways that an early year’s 
practitioner could support communication and language development for 
this 4 mark question. However, some learners struggled to provide 
appropriate developments of their responses to gain full marks providing 
responses that were either outside the specification or relating to another 
area of development e.g. social and emotional. 
 
2 mark example 

 
 
4 mark example 

 
 
 

 



Question15 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: A1 
 
For this two mark question learners were required to identify one way that 
a child could be supported in the role play area with an appropriate 
explanation of a developed explanation of how this support would help the 
child.   
 
Many learners were able to identify correct responses gaining 2 marks for 
this question but some learners struggled to identify developed linked 
explanations. Some learners repeated the question and others provided 
responses that were not age appropriate for a two year old child. 
 
0 mark example 

 
 
2 mark example 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 16 (a) 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: C1 
 
Many learners were able to correctly identify two transitions gaining the two 
marks available. 
 
0 mark example  

 
 
2 mark example 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 16 (b) 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: C1 
 
This question was an extension from 16(a) requiring learners to explain two 
ways that adults could help minimise the impact of transitions for the child.   
Many learners were able to identify apporpriate ways/activities gaining 2 
marks for this 4 mark question. However some learners were unable to 
correctly provide an appropriate linked developed answer to gain full marks 
 
2 mark example 

 
 
4 mark example 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 16 (c ) 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
This question required learners to explain two ways that the child’s 
language development may be affected attracting a total of 4 marks.  
Although many learners were able to correctly identify affects on language 
development some learners did not gain full marks as they were unable to 
identify a linked developed explanation. 
 
2 mark example 

 
 
4 mark example 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 17(a) 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
Most learners were able to provide a correct response that related directly 
to the specification. 
 
0 mark example 
 

 
 
1 mark example 
 

 
 
Question 17 (b) 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
Many learners were able to provide examples of activities and include an 
appropriate linked description for this question gaining the maximum two 
marks for this question. 
 
0 mark example 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2 mark example 

 
 
Question 18 (a) 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
To gain a total of 2 marks for this question, learners needed to describe 
one emotional and social milestone a child would be expected to achieve 
between four and five years of age.   
 
Many learners referred to an awareness what others were thinking and 
development of close friendships. There were some learners failing to gain 
marks as they identified ‘friendships’ and not ‘close friendships´which is 
referred to in the specification. 
 
0 mark example 

 
 
1 mark example 
 

 

 



 
2 mark example 
 

 
 
Question 18 (b) 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: B1 
 
For this 4 mark question, learners were required to explain two ways that 
story time could develop cognitive development.     
 
Many learners were able to provide responses that identified an affect on 
cognitive development although there were many learners who were unable 
to provided a developed explanation to gain the full 4 marks.   
 
Those learners not gaining marks for this question responded with questions 
outside the specification or referring to other areas of development e.g. 
communication and language; social development. 
 
0 mark example 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
2  mark example 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Question 19 
 
Targeted Specification Area:  Learning Aim: A1, B1, C1 
 
This question required responses that would draw on consolidated 
knowledge of Unit 1 content where learners were asked to assess the 
importance of adults in supporting children’s physical development.   This 
was a broad question attracting a total of 8 marks with a high demand level 
and illiciting varied responses.    
 
Many learners focused on gross and fine motor development and discussed 
how this area of development would relate holisitically to other areas of 
development.   
 
Though many learners were able to successfully provide examples of other 
areas of development they did not specifically relate to the importance of 
the adult’s role or consequences for lack of support.  
 
Many learners’ focus was soley upon physical gross and fine motor 
development and in providing appropriate activities. As a result many 
learners failed to achieve more than 4 marks for this question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
6 mark example 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
4 mark example 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
3 mark example 
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