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General Comments

The external assessment process was judged to be straightforward. There were
1,977 entries for this examination.

Generally students showed an understanding of growth and development in
children, the characteristics of children’s development from birth up to eight years
and how adults in early years settings can support children’s development.

There were a number of questions that were misinterpreted or misread by the
students and it was evident that some centres did not cover all parts of the
specification.

It was clearly evident that many students struggled to present their answers as
descriptions or explanations or as a discussion. Whilst a number of questions only
required the students to either identify or give in their answers, students who were
not able to then describe, explain or discuss where required limited the marks they
were able to be awarded, as a number of questions required this skill for higher
marks.

This summer 2014 examination is the first for Unit 1 within the new BTEC First
Award in Children’s Play Learning and Development, and it is pleasing to report that
the paper performed across the grade boundaries as expected.

Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link: http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

Grade Unclassified Level 1 Level 2
Pass Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 18 26 34 43



http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

Question 6

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim Al

This question requires a definition from the students. The requirement for the 1
mark is that students will show they understand that child development is how a
child increasingly acquires skills and knowledge, which is clearly stated in the
specification. A large number of students showed through their responses that they
were not clear about the meaning of child development.

0 mark example:

6 Define the term ‘child development’
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One mark example:

6 Define the term ‘child development.

o o Chaa goms nNew
s/ oow) edge

Question 7

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim Bl

A question requiring students to simply give two examples of gross motor
development for a child aged between three and five years old. This was generally
answered well. Some students were incorrect for either one or both of their
answers because they did not make it age specific for between three and five years
of age.

One mark example:

7 Give two examples of gross motor development for a child between three and five
years of age.




Two mark example:

7 Give two examples of gross motor development for a child between three and five
years of age.
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Question 8

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims Al

The majority of students answered this question correctly. However, there were a
number of students who were incorrect as they did not specifically state ‘head
circumference’ but just answered *head’ or ‘measuring the head.’

0 mark example:

8 Three measurements are taken when monitoring the growth of a child.
Height and weight are two of these measurements. '

State the other measurement.

mant

One mark example:

8 Three measurements are taken when monitoring the growth of a child.
Height and weight are two of these measurements.

State the other measurement,
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Question 9

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims Al

This question was answered well by students. There are a number of factors, which
determine a child’s growth; the students simply had to give two factors. The
majority of students gave heredity, diet (nutrition) or sleep, the minority of
students gave illness, hormones or emotional influences.

One mark example:

9 Growth in children is determined by a number of factors.

Give two factors that determine a child’s growth.
AR TG AT
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Two mark example:

9 Growth in children is determined by a number of factors,

Give two factors that determine a child’s growth.
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Question 10

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1

Students are required to simply identify the likely age of a child who recognises an
ambulance and makes the connection to a hospital. The majority of students were
not as specific in their answer by just stating correctly ‘three and/or four years old,’
but rather stated either three years or four years, but were correct. There were a
significant number of students who did not get this question correct.

0 mark example:

10 A child recognises an ambulance and makes the connection to a hospital.

Identify how old the child is likely to be.

T OO

One mark example:

10 A child recognises an ambulance and makes the connection to a hospital.

Identify how old the child is likely to be.
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Question 11

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1

Students are required to simply identify the likely age of a child who can now ride a
bicycle without stabilisers. The majority of students were not as specific in their
answer by just stating correctly ‘five and/or eight years old,’ but rather stated
either five years, six years, seven years or eight years, but were correct. There
were a significant number of students who did not get this question correct.

0 mark example:

11 A child can now ride a bicycle without stabilisers.

Identify how old the child is likely to be.
One mark example:

11 A child can now ride a bicycle without stabilisers.

Identify how old the child is likely to be.
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Question 12

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1

This question required the students to simply identify one reflex action of a
newborn baby. It was surprising to see a significant number of students incorrectly
stating ‘breathing’ as an answer, this suggests students may not be covering this
part of the specification. The most common answers identified by students were
grasping, startling or rooting, often not as simple as just giving the word, but giving
a small description instead e.g. when a mother strokes the baby’s cheek the baby
turns its head to search for her nipple. A description is not needed for just 1 mark.

0 mark example:

12 Identify one reflex action of a newborn baby.

move.b\\&rtltjﬁ

One mark example:

12 Identify one reflex action of a newborn baby.



Question 13

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1 & C1

This is the first question of the exam paper requiring a description as an answer.
The focus of this question requires students to be age specific with the activity for
Romana described. A large number of students did not focus on Romana’s age in
their response and gave an activity, which would be more appropriate for a younger
child, e.g. snakes and ladders or another dice related game used for just adding
numbers 1-6 together.

At seven years old Romana would require an activity which would support her
number skills e.g. using numbers up to 100, doing simple calculations or activities
for Romana to show simple reasoning. Students had the opportunity to gain 2
marks for a description; many students however just identified the activity and
took their answer no further for the second mark.

One mark example:

13
[Romana is seven years old and is reaching the expected milestones.]

Describe one activity that could be used to support Romana’s number skills.

You. Coudel maye hor colect..
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(Total for Question 13 = 2 marks)
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Two mark example:

13
[Romana is seven years old and is reaching the expected milestones.)

Describe one activity that could be used to support Romana's number skills.
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Question 14

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1 & C1

This question is similar in style to Q13. Students are required to describe one

activity that could be used to support two-year-old Ali’s language development. The
focus of this question requires students to be age specific with the activity for Ali. A
significant number of students responded incorrectly as they identified or described

an activity that was not correct for Ali’s age of two years old e.g. getting Ali to
read.

The majority of correct answers identified or described an activity based around the
adult reading to Ali whilst Ali looks at the book. Students had the opportunity to
gain 2 marks for a description; many students however just identified the activity
and took their answer no further for the second mark.

One mark example:

14
[Ali is two years old and is reaching the expected milestones. ]

Describe one activity that could be used to support Ali's language development.
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Two mark example:

14
[ Ali is two years old and is reaching the expected rnllestones.]

Describe one activity that could be used to support Ali's language development.
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Question 15

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1 & C1

This is the first question of the exam paper requiring an explanation as an answer.
The question has an age related focus, Josh is three years old and he is at nursery.
Students are required to explain one way in which the early years professionals at

nursery could support Josh’s emotional and social development. This question was

answered well by students with a variety of correct ways identified. Students often
did not develop this further to give the explanation for the second mark.

One mark example:

15
[Josh is three years old and enjoys attending a nursery.J

Explain one way in which early years professionals could support Josh's ‘emotional i
and social development.

-Baing, O pose. roie medel and €r
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Two mark example:

15
[Josh is three years old and enjoys attending a nur&ery.J

Explain one way in which early years professionals could support Josh’s ‘'emotional
and social development’
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Question 16

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1 & C1

The question has an age related focus, Saskia is seven years old and she enjoys
physical education classes at school. Students are required to explain how the
physical education classes may help to develop Saskia’s gross motor skills in their
answer. Many students only identified rather than developing their response into an
explanation for the second mark.

One mark example:

16
[Saskia is seven years old. She enjoys physical education classes at school.]

Explain how physical education classes may help to develop Saskia’s gross motor
skills,

S0sK10s.. QlOss. ... MOED e SUAN...... VECOUA S D MOMIGIN L.,
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Two mark example:

16
[Saskia is seven years old. She enjoys physical education classes at school. ]

Explain how physical education classes may help to develop Saskia's gross motor
skills.
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Question 17

Q17(a)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1

At the start of Q17 there is a small case study about Saira who is six years old. This
case study is relevant to Q17 (a), (b) and (c).

The focus is about transitions and how these can impact upon a child’s
development. Saira has experienced two transitions: she started a new school and
her parents have recently fostered a two-year-old girl.

For this question, students are required to describe the effect of one of these
transitions on Saira’s emotional and social development. A large humber of
students correctly identified an effect, however, often this was as far as the
response would go and the required description for the second mark was not
attempted.

One mark example:

17
Saira is six years old and has experienced a number of transitions: she has started
a new school and her parents have recently fostered a two-year-old girl.

(a) Describe the effect of one of these transitions on Saira’s ‘emotional and social
development’
(2)
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Two mark example:

17
Saira is six years old and has experienced a number of transitions: she has started
a new school and her parents have recently fostered a two-year-old girl.

(a) Describe the effect of one of these transitions on Saira's 'emotional and social
development.




Q17(b)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1 & C1

Students are required to explain one way in which Saira’s parents could minimise
the impact of either transition on Saira’s emotional and social development. A large
number of students correctly identified one way and developed an explanation from
this. A significant humber of students identified two ways with no developed
explanation. Marks are only awarded for one way (1 mark) and the explanation (1
mark). Two marks cannot be given for two identifications.

One mark example:

(b) Explain one way in which Saira’s parents could minimise the negative impact of
either transition on Saira’s ‘'emotional and social development’,
(2)
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Two mark example:

(b) Explain one way in which Saira’s parents could minimise the negative impact of
either transition on Saira’s ‘emotional and social development’
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Q17(c)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1 & C1

Students are required to explain one way in which Saira’s teachers could minimise
the impact of either transition on Saira’s emotional and social development. A large
number of students correctly identified one way and developed a explanation from
this. A significant humber of students identified two ways with no developed
explanation. Marks are only awarded for one way (1 mark) and the explanation (1
mark). Two marks cannot be given for two identifications.

One mark example:

(c) Explain one way in which Saira’s teachers n:ould minimise the negative impact of
either transition on Saira’s ‘social and emotional development’

']T\& cencher . Coul d ......... Nelp. Sawra
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Two mark example:

(2)

{c) Explain one way in which Saira’s teachers could minimise the negative impact of
either transition on Saira’s ‘social and emotional development:
(2)
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Question 18

Q18(a)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims Al

This question requires a definition from the students. The requirement for the 1
mark is that students will show they understand the meaning of the term
communication and language development.

A large number of students showed through their responses that they were not
clear about the meaning of communication and language development. Significant
numbers of students did not ‘quite’ give the full definition correctly and so were
awarded no mark. Responses had to include the development of a child’s speech,
reading and writing, as is clearly stated in the specification.

0 mark example:

18
Peter is four years old and has started going to playgroup. Early years practitioners
have noted that he is showing the '‘communication and language development’ of
a three year old.

(a) Define the term ‘communication and language development’
n
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One mark example:

18
Peter is four years old and has started going to playgroup, Early years practitioners

have noted that he is showing the ‘communication and language development’ of
a three year old.

(a) Define the term ‘communication and language development!
n
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Q18(b)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1 & C1

This question demands more of the students as they now have to consider the
small case study at the start of Q18, which is about four year old Peter who is
showing the communication, and language development of a three year old.

The student’s response needs to be an explanation to be awarded the two marks.

A significant number of students correctly identified one way the adults at
playgroup could help to support Peter’'s communication and language development
by suggesting an activity that is age specific. Many students did not develop an
explanation from this identification for the full two marks, but instead identified two
ways the adults at playgroup could help support Peter’s communication and
language development. Marks are only awarded for one way (1 mark) and the
explanation (1 mark). Two marks cannot be given for two identifications.

One mark example:

(b) Explain one way that the adults at the playgroup could help to support Peter's
‘communication and language development.
f-_# —
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Two mark example:

(b) Explain one way that the adults at the playgroup could help to support Peter’s
‘communication and language development®

(2)
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Q18(c)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims A2, B1 & C1

Students are required to further develop the information from Q18(b) in this
question by showing they understand how areas of development are linked and
how each area may complement each other e.g. how Peter’s communication and
language development may affect his social development.

There is an extra consideration required about Peter’s delay with his communication
and language development. Students need to give two explanations for the full 4
marks available. A significant number of students correctly identified one or two
ways in which the delay in Peter’s communication and language development
affects his social development and from this some did develop the one or two
identifications into one or two explanations. A number of students repeated their
first answer in their second answer and were so only able to gain a maximum of 2
marks.

Two mark example:

(c) Explain two ways in which the delay in Peter's‘communication and language
development’ may affect his social development,
(4)
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Three mark example:
(c) Explain two ways in which the delay in Peter's communication and language

development’ may affect his social development,
(4)
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Question 19

Q19(a)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims B1

This question, despite its simplicity was not answered well. The majority of students
gave any cognitive skills from birth to two years old in their answer, however it
states Boris is eighteen months old and so the responses should be the cognitive
skills Boris would be expected to have developed by the time he is two years old.
This requires students to be clear about age specific cognitive development. A large
number of students gave ‘other’ development areas or skills and not cognitive e.g.
gross motor skills.

One mark example:

19
[ Borls is eighteen months old. ]

(a) Give two cognitive skills Boris would be expected to have developed by the time
he is two years old.

(2)
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Two mark example:

b ( Borls is eighteen months old. ]

(a) Give two cognitive skills Boris would be expected to have developed by the time
he is two years old.
(2)
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Q19(b)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims A2 & B1

The case study about Boris develops further for Q19(b) by introducing Kris, Boris’s
sister who is seven years old. Kris has problems reading which affects her
confidence, she enjoys swimming as she is strong swimmer and she belongs to a
local children’s swimming club.

Students are required to explain two benefits of swimming for Kris’s emotional
development. Similar to Q18(c) students have to consider how one area of
development is linked to another e.g. physical (swimming) and emotional
development.

There are 4 marks available for this question for an explanation of two benefits to
Kris’s emotional development because of swimming. A significant number of
students answered this question well with two correct identifications for 2 marks
and/or at least one developed explanation for a total of 3 marks. Some students
incorrectly included too much information regarding confidence in their responses,
often repeating themselves or just repeating the case study information.

Two mark example:

Kris is Boris's sister, Kris is seven years old and has problems reading,
which affects her confidence. Kris enjoys swimming. She is a strong
swimmer and belongs to the local children's swimming club.

(b) Explain two benefits of swimming for Kris's emotional development.
(4)
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Four mark example:

Kris Is Boris’s sister. Kris is seven years old and has problems reading,
which affects her confidence. Kris enjoys swimming. She is a strong
swimmer and belongs to the local children’s swimming club.

(b) Explain two benefits of swimming for Kris's emotional development.

Question 20

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aims A1, A2, B1 & C1

Students are required to consider all areas of the specification and all areas of
development in their response to this question. This is the only ‘discuss’ question
on the exam paper, which gives the students the opportunity to show their
knowledge and skills. The focus of this question is *holistic’ development and how
adults can positively influence this in an early years setting.

A large number of students included a humber of areas of development with
examples of how adults can positively influence this, mainly as a list.
It was not always clear that students understand what *holistic’ means.

Some students explicitly stated what holistic development means and then
developed a good response including examples of how adults could influence this
across many, if not all, areas of development.



Three mark example:

20 Discuss how children’s holistic development can be positively influenced by adults in
an early years setting.
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Six mark example:

20 Discuss how children’s holistic development can be positively influenced by adults in
an early years setting.
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