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Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain
grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took
the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts
are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries - this means that
they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure
learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the
external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different
parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if
we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take
accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

Animal Health Unit 1: 21883G

Level 1 Level 2
Grade Unclassified
Pass Pass Merit Distinction
Boundary
Mark 0 16 24 32 41
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Introduction

This was the ninth series of this exam. All questions were attempted by the learners,
with some learners demonstrating a clear ability to apply the knowledge learnt from all
areas of the specification. In general learners appear better coached on how to answer
explain or describe questions in order to access the merit and distinction marks.
Responses from the learners showed good coverage of the unit specification, however
there were two areas of the specification which learners did not appear to have a strong
understanding of: electrolytes and freeze branding. Both terms are found within the
specification and therefore should be familiar to the learners. To add to this, questions
on electrolytes have been asked in previous papers, indicating the centres have not
been making full use of the published past papers when preparing learners for the
exam.

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

This paper was able to evidence effective ramping of the questions, with there
being an obvious drop off point where pass level learners struggled to access marks
in questions which were targeted at merit or distinction learners. The 8-mark
question was also highly effective in differentiating the level of learnera, as the
learners had to provide specific examples of quantitative checks carried out on an
animal. In many cases the learners did not appear familiar with the term
quantitative, writing only about visual checks.

In questions which tested higher level skills, explanations and discussions were
provided. Where learners did well, they had a good understanding of key areas and
concepts and were able to relate these throughout the paper. The most able
learners were able to apply the knowledge in a range of scenarios, including
complex situations where a number of cognitive steps were required.
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Individual Questions

Question 1 -5

Questions one through to five were multiple choice questions covering a range of
content. As basic recall questions, these were generally very well answered.

Where incorrect answers were provided there was no pattern in the incorrect
responses selected. The weakest of these questions was 3, where learners had to
identify 2 notifiable diseases.

Question 6

In order to access the two marks for question 6 learners were required to state two
types of mite. Despite a similar question being asked in a previous paper many
learners provided incorrect answers (tick / flea). Where correct answers were
provided red mites and ear mites were most commonly seen.

6 State two types of mite.

(Total for Question 6 = 2 marks)

2 Marks awarded: Two correct responses.
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Question 7

Question 7 was a very well answered question. Learners were expected to state
one sign of healthy eyes in bearded dragons. Virtually all learners accessed the
marks for this question. Where marks were lost it was due to the learner discussing
signs of ill health rather than health.

7 State one disease that a cat can be vaccinated against.

A BICS

(Total for Question 7 = 1 mark)

1 mark awarded: One correct disease identified.

Question 8

This was a 2 mark question. Learners were expected to state two symptoms that
would indicate unhealthy eyes in a bearded dragon. The question was very well
answered with the majority of learners achieving both marks. Where marks were
lost it was generally due to leaners providing symptoms not related to the eye.

2 Marks awarded: Two correct answers provided.

8 State two symptoms that would indicate unhealthy eyes in a bearded dragon.

(Total for Question 8 = 2 marks)

2 Marks awarded: Two correct answers provided.
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Question 9

This was a two mark question where learners were asked to state two conditions
that could cause a cat to be under weight and bloated. Most learners were able to
access at least one of the two available marks. Where learners lost marks it was
through vague responses such as “ill health” or “sick”. There were also some
learners who had confused ringworm with tapeworm

9 Fiona works in a cattery. She notices that one of the cats is underweight but
appears bloated.

State two conditions that could cause these symptoms.

(Total for Question 9 = 2 marks)

1 mark awarded: Pregnant (1). The second answer was too vague to be awarded
any marks.

9 Fiona works in a cattery. She notices that one of the cats is underweight but
appears bloated,

State two conditions that could cause these symptoms.

..............................................................................................................................................................

(Total for Question 9 = 2 marks)

2 marks awarded: Two correct responses
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Question 10

This question expected learners to apply knowledge of ill health, specifically in
relation to faeces. An example, diarrhoea was given, meaning this answer could not
be provided by the learners. Unfortunate some learners repeated this answer and
therefore lost one of the available marks, however most learners were able to
access both of the marks. The other way learners lost marks was to provide
answers on signs of ill health not relating to faeces as a result of them not reading
the question carefully.

10 Diarrhoea is a sign of ill health in cats.

State two other ways faeces can indicate ill health.

(Total for Question 10 = 2 marks)

2 marks awarded: Two correct responses.

10 Diarrhoea is a sign of ill health in cats.

State two other ways faeces can indicate ill health.

A
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(Total for Question 10 =2marks)

0 marks awarded: The learner has provided examples of ill health which are not
related to faeces.
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Question 11

To gain the marks for this question learners were asked to describe the appearance
of healthy hooves in goats. A variety of answers were seen including those
describing the cloven hooves and those describing signs of health, both of which
were rewardable. However answers which offered ‘clean’ or ‘not dirty’ were not
awarded marks.

11 Describe the appearance of healthy hooves in goats.

....... Qo..rt'a-rta—-.o.x. Mmcm@m
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(Total for Question 11 = 2 marks)

2 Marks awarded: The learner has provided variety of answers, however the
rewardable answers were: not overgrown (1), equal length (1)
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Question 12

This explain question was worth two marks. To obtain marks learners had to apply
their knowledge of methods of identifying animals. Despite the term being in the
specification learners struggled to answer the question. Many learners repeated
the question by stating it allowed the animal to be identified which resulted in no
marks being awarded. Some learners were able to access marks by stating that the
mark was unique to the animal but most learners did not access any of the marks
for this question.

12 Explain how a freeze brand allows an animal to be identified.
UM CAA L 8 PErmang r- .

....... £ hat,jecee,ze.mnumbez('onkommmm
&oehe\uj ........ Con. ...\ &en)«:xﬁ:eé».mhemmmem, ......................

(Total for Question 12 = 2 marks)

2 Marks awarded: Permanent mark (1) frozen into hair (1)

10
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Question 13

Question 13 was for one mark. Learners were expected to state one fungal disease.

This question was very well answered with the majority of learners obtaining the
mark. While a range of correct answers were seen, ringworm was the most
common answer.

Question 14

This was a two mark question that required learners to state symptoms of fleas in
cats. This question was well answered with most learners achieving both of the
marks.

14 State two symptoms of fleas in cats.

LOQIOkCNN Y

2. DA OakCheS:
(Total for Question 14 = 2 marks)

2 Marks awarded: Two correct responses

11
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Question 15

For one mark learners were asked to state one parasite that uses an anaesthetic to
numb the host. This question was generally well answered with tick being the most
common answer seen.

15 State the parasite that uses a mild anaesthetic to numb the host while attaching.

e A Tk

(Total for Question 15 = 1 mark)

1 Mark awarded: One correct answer provided

Question 16

Learners were required to explain one reason why keeping an animal in quarantine
prevents the spread of disease. While learners appeared to have a good grasp of
the role of quarantine many were unable to access both marks as they repeated
the question ‘separates animals to stop the spread of disease’

16 Explain one reason why keeping an animal in quarantine prevents the spread

of disease.
G.umamwxm%lrm ....... AN Soes. Yoem . S Srom

...... M@k\bmmasr\\&d\:ﬂaﬂ."s’\'\mu\(ﬁ\’\&ﬁm
mmﬁm&@rkm&Cﬁf\r\ﬁfc},.wh\%\mmma\%twfﬁ

...... co mwww\»%twfﬁ%es}m\m%mmm
OGNS Coten Ak (Total for Question 16 = 2 marks)

2 Marks awarded: Prevents direct contact (1) or spread through faeces (1)

12
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Question 17a

In order to achieve these two marks learners had to describe what is meant by the
term electrolyte. This was another question where learners struggled to access the
marks. Many appeared to be unfamiliar with term and provided a range of incorrect
answers including a disease, a vaccine and a type of mite.

17 (a) Describe what is meant by the tern:'glg]mlﬂe’._

(2)

2 Marks awarded: Salt mixture (1) to return vital nutrients (1)

Question 17b

This was a two mark explain question where learners had to explain why
electrolytes would be given to an animal. This question performed better than part
a, with many learners able to make reference to providing energy or aiding
recovery.

(b) Explain one reason why electrolytes would be given to an animal.
(2}

OO A ob O exseny
AAR0TRoe. tﬂ.&ﬁh&oq oL
1‘1 CUJI?U«@. ﬂzﬁWJ 6 *fﬁm oh—

(Total for Question 17 = 4 marks)

2 Marks awarded: replace fluids (1) lost through vomiting (1)

13
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Question 18a

This is a higher-level question, requiring the application of knowledge regarding the
symptoms of ringworm and then the necessary actions to be carried out. Most
learners were able to access two of the marks. Many learners were able to

recognise the symptoms as those caused by ringworm and state appropriate
actions.

18 Matthew is working as an animal care assistant in a rescue centre and has noticed
circular lesions on a dog's skin.

(a) Explain two actions he should carry out.
(4)

... C\muxw\eaxmxmpkﬁnn%wmrm
_____ Mot enas. -l \Solodks. oe. . Ourmaremod......
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..... (ST I L N o VY %mm%
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4 marks awarded: Explanation 1: Ringworm identified (1) antifungal treatment
Explanation 2: isolate animals (1) as contagious

14
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Question 18b

In keeping in line with the weighing question, question 18b required learners to
explain two outcomes if the condition described in the stem is not treated. Even
those learners who had been unable to recognise the condition as ringworm were
able to access marks by stating the condition deteriorates or spreads to other
animals. Many of the learners were able to access the marks associated with the
explanations.

(b) Explain two outcomes that can occur if the condition is not treated.
(4)

ool dseodeae o lesions (oo Yorao® . ope
,,,,,, WOBNASS . XD . sm.wm\,\:& L0 SeeonclL, .
BV TSN U Olfimed  OReec . conitoy
O NSRS io Ll Aoy ond foentiol o,
zumﬂmu ) tmm be  posseed
A0 DR e N _heoeonscon
?m\.\su.mm LIS ZODNOGIL .. . Wikt 0. O
,,,,,,,,,, \Qmﬂ/\

(Total for Question 18 = 8 marks)

4 Marks awarded: Explanation 1: Condition deteriorates (1) and secondary
infection occurs (1)

Explanation 2: People become infected (1) as disease in zoonotic

15
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Question 19

This was a four mark question where learners were asked to explain two features
of fleas which make them successful parasites. This question was well answered
with learners demonstrating a sound knowledge of the parasite. Many of the
learners were able to access the full four marks for this question. A range of
answers were seen including answers relating to the fleas legs, mouth,
reproductive cycle and extending abdomen.

19 Explain two features of fleas that make them successful parasites.

pecial  00aPkd  leo ol Sumbing,
fea to eosiy hep Gom ene”

(Total for Question 19 = 4 marks)

4 Marks awarded: Two features identified and suitable explanations provided.

16
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Question 20

Learners were asked to discuss the quantitative checks carried out on an animal.
Both the stem and the question use the term quantitative and the question also
asks what the measurements would tell them. Despite all the references pointing
towards quantitative checks a significant number of learners missed these clues
and focused solely on the visual health checks and as a result could not access more
than band 1. However where learners were clear on the question there was some
very detailed answers provided, including ones with comprehensive discussion of
several suitable check and answers containing technical medical terms.

17
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20 You work at a veterinary practice as an animal care assistant. You have been asked to

carry out quantitative checks to assess the health of a dog.
WU GhE ) LemPRAGRLIR , €99 Count, heast TOKLR, feSeroXOry (ake -
Discuss the quantitative checks you would carry out and what these measurements

would tell you about the health of the dog. ) doo's
M QU gAive, ShESKS T80 N8 PH AT IR W 6o S adeeld)
.i'h.a,......ag%_.......pgg.u.\d.,.......n.ggQ.........\;,.Q._.....bg.,,,‘mg;%‘m_d....-..Bsz.(.;:u.sa the,
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on..the. SCales, the  Weight. Con. thea e .  read. .ond
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oMPoxed 10 0 WeGht doout . Oegendsng. oo LtS ...
bread. \€. (k.S oveswesght  thein sk wowd SCoce
OBV 0605 S S on tdeod weight.ond..

005 ovex ol untlel Weght Bhis weany. thok the dog
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MdogsbodtgkauQLUfQShou\dbemouxudB?Q
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(Total for Question 20 = 8 marks)

8 Marks awarded

The learner has provided a comprehensive answer, discussing in detail how to carry
out relevant quantitative checks and what these checks may indicate about the
animal. The answer has a logical flow and contains appropriate terminology.

19
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(Tatal for Cruestion 30 = 8§ marks)

2 marks awarded

While this learner has described carrying out a health check they have focused on
the visual health check rather than the quantitative one and therefore have not

answered the question set.
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Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, learners should:
Have full knowledge of all terminology within the specification.

Ensure they read the question carefully, answering the question asked and
ensuring any information contained within the question is not repeated as part of
the answer.

Stay focused in the 8 mark question, ensuring they answer the specific question
asked.

23
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