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Grade Boundaries 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain 

grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at 

Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 

the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 

are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that 

they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.  

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure 

learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the 

external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different 

parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if 

we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take 

accessibility into account. 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html 

 

Animal Care Unit 1. 

Grade Unclassified 
Level 1 

Pass 

Level 2 

Pass Merit Distinction 

Boundary 

Mark 
0 15 23 31 40 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
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Introduction  
 

This was the seventh series of this exam. All questions were attempted by some learners, 

with an increasing number of learners demonstrating a clear ability to apply the 

knowledge learnt from all areas of the specification. Responses from the learners showed 

good coverage of the unit specification and that good use of the Sample Assessment 

Materials and past papers had been made. There were numerous examples of learners 

using their knowledge in applied situations throughout the paper, indicating a good level 

of understanding. 

This paper was able to evidence effective ramping of the questions, with there being an 

obvious drop off point where pass level learners struggled to access marks in questions 

which were targeted at merit or distinction learners. The 8-mark question was also highly 

effective in discriminating the level of learner as the candidates had to provide specific 

examples of disease prevention to obtain maximum marks.  

Areas of weakness include the learner’s ability to name vaccinations for specific species 

and also there was evidence of confusion between the actions and lifecycle of ticks and 

fleas.  

In questions which tested higher level skills, explanations and discussions were provided. 

Where learners did well, they had a good understanding of key areas and concepts and 

were able to relate these throughout the paper. The most able candidates were able to 

apply the knowledge in a range of scenarios, including complex situations where a 

number of cognitive steps were required.  

 

In the question requiring an extended response a number of learners did not focus on 

the specific question: “Discuss signs of ill health in rabbits” and rather provided detailed 

accounts on how to health check the animal and the signs of good health.  

 

Finally, learners would continue to benefit from additional coaching on exam technique, 

in particular the way to structure answers for “explain” questions to ensure maximum 

marks are achieved as this continues to be where marks are unnecessarily lost.  
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Question 1 – 5  

 
Questions one through to five were multiple choice questions covering a range of 

content. As basic recall questions some of these were very well answered.  

 

Where incorrect answers were provided there was no pattern in the incorrect 

responses selected.  

 

Question 6  

In order to access the two marks for question 6 learners were required to state two 

actions to be carried out if fleas were found in the home. Most learners were able to 

access the full two marks for this question, providing answers relating to the 

treatment of animals and the treatment of the house/bedding. Where marks were 

dropped this was often due to the same answer being repeated i.e. hoover the carpet, 

hoover animals bedding or where the answers were deemed to be too vague i.e. 

clean the animals.  

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

 

The leaner has correctly identified two actions to be taken when fleas are identified in 

the home.   
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Question 7 

Question 7 was a very well answered question. Learners were expected to state one 

symptom of unhealthy skin in rabbits. Virtually all learners accessed the marks for this 

question. Where marks were lost it was due to the learner discussing the animal’s coat 

rather than the skin. While bald patches / loss of coat was excepted as this could be 

due to a skin condition answers such as matted fur were not accepted.  

 

1 mark awarded 

 

This leaner has correctly stated one sign of unhealthy skin 

 

Question 8 

This was a 2 mark question. Learners were expected to state two signs of ill health 

found in the anogenital area of goats. While most learners seemed familiar with the 

term and provided very specific answers marks were also awarded for generic 

answers such as bleeding or discharge. Where marks were lost it was generally due to 

leaners providing symptoms not related to the anogenital area i.e. weight loss.  

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

 

Two correct answers provided, although they do not make specific reference to the 

anogenital area.  
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Question 9 

 

There was a rider statement to this question, identifying that a bearded dragon had 

been brought into a rehoming centre. Learners were expected to state two actions to 

be carried out to reduce the potential spread of disease. While a number of learners 

incorrectly stated that the bearded dragon could be vaccinated a significant number 

of learners were able to access both the marks for this question. Most answers 

focused around health checking, isolating, of the use of PPE/ hand washing.  

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

 

The learner has stated two correct actions to reduce the spread of disease.  
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Question 10 

 

This question expected learners to apply knowledge of types of mite, which is 

mentioned across the specification, in relation to health checking and parasites. The 

vast majority of learners were not able to access any of the marks and were providing 

incorrect answers: flea and tick. Other learners we attempting to provide answers 

such as adult and baby. There were very few learners who were able to access both 

marks for this question.  

 

0 marks awarded 

 

Learner has been unable to identify two type of mite.  

 

2 marks awarded 

 

This learner has correctly identified two type of mite. 
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Question 11a 

 

To gain the mark for this question learners were asked to state the location of the 

scolex on the tapeworm. While this question provided a mixed response there was 

clearly a proportion of learners who were familiar with the term and were able to 

confidently answer the question.  

 

 

1 Mark awarded 

 

This learner has correctly stated the location of the scolex.  
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Question 11b  

 

To gain the mark for this question learners were asked to state where a worming 

treatment would be applied to a cat’s skin. The question was well answered with a 

number of learners providing an unnecessary explanation to accompany the correct 

answer. As this is a 1 mark question the explanation cannot be awarded a mark.  

 

1 Mark awarded 

 

Learner stated that the treatment should be applied to the back of the neck, they 

have also supplied a good explanation but this cannot be awarded any marks as the 

question is a “state” question for 1 mark.  

 

0 Mark awarded 

 

 

 

 

 

This leaner has not been able to correctly state where a worming treatment would be 

applied to a cat’s skin.  
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Question 12 

 

This was the first “explain” question of the paper and was worth 2 marks. To obtain 

marks in this question, learners had to apply their knowledge of diseases and their 

transmission routes. Learners were asked to explain one way diseases are spread by 

indirect transmission.  

This question had a mixed response, a significant number of learners provided an 

answer explaining direct contact so were not awarded any marks. There was also a 

small number of learners who were able to state the indirect spread involved sharing 

an object and so obtained 1 mark but did not explain that is required the first animal 

to be infected with the disease. However, most learners who were discussing indirect 

transmission were able to access both marks.  

1 Mark awarded 

 

The learner has explained that an animal will have direct contact with an object but 

not that the first animal must be infected with the disease.  

 

2 marks awarded. 

 

A well written explanation recognising the sharing of a food bowl by an infected and a 

non-infected animal. 
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Question 13 

 

Question 13 was for 1 mark. Learners were expected to state one disease which a cat 

can be vaccinated for.  

This question obtained a mixed response with many learners offering vaccinations for 

other animals. Where correct answers were provided the most common answer was 

feline herpes.  

  

 1 Mark awarded 

 

The learner has correctly stated a suitable vaccine.  
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Question 14 

 

This was a 2 mark question that required learners to state two pieces of information 

found on an animal’s record card. As the question did not state what type of record 

card virtually all answers were accepted for this question, resulting in most learners 

obtaining both marks.  

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

 

The learner has identified two appropriate pieces of information 
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Question 15 

 

For one mark learners were asked to state one treatment for ringworm 

This question had a mixed response, with many learners stating that antibiotics were 

incorrectly required.  

 

0 Marks awarded 

 

 

The learner has incorrectly identified the treatment of ringworm. 

 
1 Marks awarded 

 
The learner has correctly identified the treatment of ringworm. 
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Question 16 

 

Learners were required to state two reasons for bradypnoea (slow breathing) in dogs. 

While most learners attempted this question many learners were providing answers 

which were to generic to be awarded marks e.g. illness / sick / resting.  

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

 

The learner has provided two separate, correct answers: old age (1) sleep (1)  
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Question 17a 

 

In order to achieve these two marks learners had to explain what is meant by the 

term “secondary infection”. This question was not particularly well answered with 

many learners not appearing to understand what the term meant, providing a range 

of incorrect answers including “having and illness for the second time” and “an illness 

passes on from another animal”. Where learners were familiar with the term they 

were often unable to offer a full explanation and therefore obtained one mark.  

 

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

The learner has been able to access two of the marks available by correctly explaining 

that the weakened immune system allows a second infection to take hold. 

 

1 Mark awarded 

 

The learner has identified that a secondary infection is linked to a primary infection 

but has been unable to offer an explanation.  
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Question 17b 

 

This was a 2 mark explain question where learners had to explain 1 reason why fluids 

are provided to an animal with an infection. This is a higher level question and 

designed to stretch learner’s knowledge. Most learners were able to access at least 

one mark for this question by stating that it either prevents dehydration or flushes 

out the system. Only the most able learners were able to offer a full explanation and 

obtain the full 2 marks.  

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

The learner has recognised that fluids are lost (1) and must be replaced to prevent 

dehydration (1) 
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Question 18a 

 

This is a higher-level question, requiring the application of knowledge regarding the 

consequences of incorrect tick removal. Most learners were able to access at least 

one mark by stating that part of the tick may be left in the dog. There were also a 

good range of explanations provided with many learners accessing three marks. 

Learners did on occasion drop the fourth mark by repeating the part of their answer, 

i.e.  

Tick head stays in dog (1) causes infection (1),  

Blood in squeezed back into dog (1), causes infection (0) 

Answers involving the tick staying on the dog were not accepted.  

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

 

One reason and explanation provided.  
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Question 18b 

 

In keeping with the tick theme, question 18b required learners to describe two stages 

of the ticks lifecycle. As a basic diagram of the ticks lifecycle was provided at the start 

of question 18 a prompt was provided for the learners and this appears to have been 

beneficial as the majority of learners were able to access either one or two marks. 

However, most learners failed to obtain the third or fourth mark as they were not able 

to offer a full description of the stages.  

There was also evidence of confusion between ticks and fleas and a number of 

learners discussed the tick jumping onto the host or from host to host.  

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

 The learner has been able to access two of the four marks for identifying that the 

adult reproduces and that it then feeds of the host.  

 

4 marks awarded 

 

Two detailed descriptions of the stages provided.  
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Question 19 

 

This was a 4 mark question where learners were asked to explain two reasons why 

animals may lose weight as they get older. While most learners provided an answer to 

this question many of the learners provided answers which were too vague to be 

awarded marks e.g. ill. A number of learners also stated old age as an answer – this 

was not rewardable as the information was provided in the question. Learners who 

stated that a reduction in exercise were also not awarded the mark as a lack of 

exercise should lead to a weight gain, the exception to this was if they were able to 

link the reduction in exercise to muscle wasting.  

2 marks awarded  

 

The learner has explained how an older animal may have a weakened immune 

system (1) and the resulting illness may cause a lack of appetite (1), however the 

information regarding exercise in not rewardable.  

4 Marks awarded 

 

The learner has accessed all four marks by providing two reasons and appropriate 

explanations.  
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Question 20 

 

This question provided a range of marks with more learners than ever being awarded 

the full eight marks. If this discuss question learners were asked to discuss the signs 

of ill health in rabbits. While many learners produced pages of information there were 

a number of learners who lost focus and discussed how to carry out a health check or 

the signs of good health and therefore were not able to access any marks. It is 

important that learners are clear on what the question is asking them what answering 

the 8 mark question as it was a lack of direction rather than a lack of knowledge which 

prevented some learners achieving higher marks.  

 

2 Marks awarded 

 

The learner has provided very limited information in the form of a list.  
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8 marks awarded 

 

 

 

An excellent answer, providing detail on a range of signs of ill health, including 

behavioural and physical indicators and linking these to specific conditions / diseases. 
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Summary 
 

Based on their performance on this paper, learners should:  

Ensure they are clear on what the question is actually asking.  

Ensure any information contained within the question is not provided as part of the 

answer.  

Increase knowledge on the types of vaccinations provided to each of the animals listed 

within the specification.  

Make full use of scribes where appropriate and ensure the work provided is legible.  
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