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STUDY SUMMARY

LOTE Classical Hebrew  – Units 1 and 2: 2005–2011

Units 3 and 4: 2006–2011
The accreditation period has been extended until 31 December 2011
Rationale

The study of a language other than English contributes to the overall education of students, most particularly in the area of communication, but also in the areas of cross-cultural understanding, cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. 
The study of Classical Hebrew is a key to the literature, thought, history and culture of the Jewish people throughout the millennia, and offers understanding of the influences of language on literature and tradition. Students learn to interpret passages from surviving literature, working from the original texts and engaging in historical and sociological enquiry in order to acquire knowledge and appreciation of ancient life and culture.

The study of Classical Hebrew improves English communication skills, and is relevant to those wishing to undertake advanced Biblical studies.

Structure

The study is made up of four units.
Outcomes

Outcomes define what students will know and be able to do as a result of undertaking the study.

Outcomes include a summary statement and the key knowledge and skills that underpin them. 

Only the summary statements of the outcomes have been reproduced below and must be read in conjunction with the key knowledge and skills published in the study design.

Students demonstrate the achievement of the outcomes based on progressive development of skills through activities and tasks organised around the areas of study. The areas of study in Units 1–4 focus on grammar, vocabulary and syntax, as well as the literary, linguistic, cultural and historical aspects of Classical Hebrew texts. The areas of study are common to all four units of the study and are published in the study design.

Unit 1

The three outcomes for Unit 1 are:

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate knowledge of parsing and parts of speech in a seen passage of Classical Hebrew text.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to comprehend content and demonstrate correct reading of a passage of Classical Hebrew text.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the literary and liturgical significance of Classical Hebrew texts.

Unit 2

The three outcomes for Unit 2 are:

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to infer meaning of unfamiliar words, phrases and patterns of word formation from context in Classical Hebrew texts.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret the meaning of a Classical Hebrew text in terms of content, purpose and stylistic technique and its relationship within a sequence of texts.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to synthesise information from successive Classical Hebrew text/s related to a theme.

Unit 3 

The three outcomes for Unit 3 are:

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate comprehension of the content of seen and unseen passages of Classical Hebrew text.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate understanding of aspects of language use and literary technique in passages of Classical Hebrew text and their commentary/s.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate understanding of the historical contexts, ideas and practices implicit in passage/s of Classical Hebrew text.
Unit 4

The three outcomes for Unit 4 are:

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate understanding of Classical Hebrew commentaries by analysis and translation.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate comprehension of various levels of interpretation, in particular peshat and derash in a Classical Hebrew text.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and explore the religio-Halakhic dimensions of text/s.
Entry

There are no prerequisites for Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. 
Assessment

Satisfactory Completion

Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit.
Levels of Achievement

Unit 1 and 2

Individual school decision on levels of achievement.

Unit 3 and 4

School-assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination:

· Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent

· Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent
· End-of-year examination: 50 per cent
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