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STUDY SUMMARY

LOTE Indigenous Languages of Victoria – Revival and Reclamation 2004–2011
The accreditation period has been extended until 31 December 2011.

Rationale

The study of a language other than English contributes to the overall education of students, most particularly in the area of communication, but also in the areas of cross-cultural understanding, cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. It provides access to the culture of communities which use the language and promotes understanding of different attitudes and values within the wider Australian community and beyond. 
Through the study of one or more of Victoria’s Indigenous languages, students are actively encouraged to participate in the process of revival and reclamation of a Victorian Indigenous language of significance to themselves or to their local area. This involves the identification of strategies for community consultation and for the participation of Indigenous family groups in the ongoing reclamation process. It also includes the acquisition of knowledge and skill in the location and interpretation of historical records relating to the target language, as well as the active use of the target language in contemporary settings. The study has significance as an affirmation of the rich cultural and linguistic heritage of Indigenous Victorians and may provide enhanced opportunities for employment.
Structure

The study is made up of four units.
Outcomes

Outcomes define what students will know and be able to do as a result of undertaking the study.

Outcomes include a summary statement and the key knowledge and skills that underpin them. 

Only the summary statements of the outcomes have been reproduced below and must be read in conjunction with the key knowledge and skills published in the study design.

Students demonstrate the achievement of the outcomes based on progressive development of skills through activities and tasks organised around the areas of study. In Units 1–4 the focus is on the areas of study for language, which are made up of the Victorian/Australian Indigenous languages overview, skills for language reclamation and creative use of the target language, each incorporating vocabulary, grammar, symbolic representations/interpretations and text types for creative use. They are published in the study design and are common to all four units of the study.
Unit 1

The three outcomes for Unit 1 are:

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the contemporary context and distribution of Australian Indigenous languages.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify the Victorian Indigenous language to be reclaimed and explain the key processes needed for its reclamation.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to model readily accessible elements of the target language of reclamation using oral and written sources.
Unit 2

The three outcomes for Unit 2 are:

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare the distribution of the target language with others.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to profile the target language and apply basic tools needed for its reclamation.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to use elements of the target language of reclamation in simple oral and written language activities.
Unit 3 

The three outcomes for Unit 3 are:
Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to investigate and explain key features of the target language of reclamation in the context of other Victorian/Australian Indigenous languages.
Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to investigate and explain ways in which an understanding of language features of other Victorian/Australian Indigenous languages can be applied to the reclamation of the target language.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to use the target language of reclamation in a range of communication contexts.
Unit 4

The three outcomes for Unit 4 are:

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify issues relevant to the target language reclamation program and explain their relationship to the process of Indigenous languages reclamation more generally.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the ways in which the target language of reclamation is used in different social situations and for different purposes.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to extend the target language of reclamation into new communication contexts.
Entry

There are no prerequisites for Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4.
Assessment

Satisfactory Completion

Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit.
Levels of Achievement

Unit 1 and 2

Individual school decision on levels of achievement.

Unit 3 and 4

School-assessed coursework, and an end-of-year examination:

· Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 30 per cent

· Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 30 per cent

· End-of-year examination:
40 per cent
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